
Hillsdale First United Methodist Church | All Saints Day, November 7, 2021 

• IN-PERSON 9:30 am in the Sanctuary 
• LIVESTREAM online at 9:30 am on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC  
• on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRIHbHBJ74jhHeLkO4gAs6A? 
• on our church website  http://hillsdalefirstumc.com/  
• and by phone 517-247-2477 

 

Gathering 

Prelude God Is Here! D. Wood, P. Manz 

Greeting and Announcements 

Call to Worship 

 In all our weakness and strength, 
 with our youth-filled spirits and aging bodies, 
  we come to be your people, O God. 

 Strong in faith and eager with questions, 
 singing our praise and whispering our prayers, 
  we come to be your people, O God. 

 Filled with saintly determination 
 yet mindful of our human limitations, 
  we come to be your people, O God. 

 Made strong in your endless love for us, 
 we know ourselves to be yours and 
  we come to be your people, O God. 

 May we truly become your people today. Amen. 

Hymn God Is Here 
   (Sung to the tune of #400 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing) 

1. God is here! As we your people 
meet to offer praise and prayer, 
may we find in fuller measure 
what it is in Christ we share. 
Here, as in the world around us, 
all our varied skills and arts 
wait the coming of his Spirit 
into open minds and hearts. 
 

2. Here are symbols to remind us 
of our lifelong need of grace; 
here are table, font, and pulpit; 
here the Word has central place. 
Here in honesty of preaching, 
here in silence, as in speech, 
here, in newness and renewal, 
God the Spirit comes to each. 
 
 

3. Here our children find a welcome 
in the Shepherd's flock and fold; 
here, as bread and wine are taken, 
Christ sustains us as of old. 
Here the servants of the Servant 
seek in worship to explore 
what it means in daily living 
to believe and to adore. 
 

4. Lord of all, of church and kingdom, 
in an age of change and doubt, 
keep us faithful to the gospel; 
help us work your purpose out. 
Here, in this day's dedication, 
all we have to give, receive; 
we, who cannot live without you, 
we adore you! We believe! 
Words: st. 1-4 Fred Pratt Green, 1977, © 1979 Hope Publishing Company; st. 5 Henrietta Ten 
Harmsel, © 1979 Hope Publishing Company. All Rights Reserved. Used under CCLI  3134300 
/20153811. Music: Nettleton, J. Wyeth's Repository of Sacred Music, Part II, 1813, Public Domain 

Prayer for Illumination         

We come into this sacred space mindful of the generations of faith who have come before us: adults and children, 
certain and questioning, men and women, hopeful and despairing. We give thanks for the welcome all receive 

from you, Divine Beloved, and for the ways we continue to be enfolded into community. With grateful hearts, we 
mention now the names of those who have shaped our faith, making us to be saints in your realm… 

(Silence as people remember those who have shaped their faith.) 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,   
 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

Proclamation 

Scripture Reading – Psalm 24      (Refrain played once, sung once by vocalists, then sung by all)  Refrain of 2091 

 Refrain  
The King of glory comes, the nation rejoices. Open the gates before him, lift up your voices. 

The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it, 
    the world and its inhabitants too. 
Because God is the one who established it on the seas; 
    God set it firmly on the waters. 
Who can ascend the Lord’s mountain? 
    Who can stand in his holy sanctuary? 
Only the one with clean hands and a pure heart; 
    the one who hasn’t made false promises, 
    the one who hasn’t sworn dishonestly. 
That kind of person receives blessings from the Lord 
    and righteousness from the God who saves. 
And that’s how things are 
    with the generation that seeks him— 
    that seeks the face of Jacob’s God.    

                          (Refrain) 

Mighty gates: lift up your heads! 
    Ancient doors: rise up high! 
        So the glorious king can enter! 
Who is this glorious king? 
    The Lord—strong and powerful! 
    The Lord—powerful in battle!   

                     (Refrain) 

Mighty gates: lift up your heads! 
    Ancient doors: rise up high! 
        So the glorious king can enter! 
Who is this glorious king? 
    The Lord of heavenly forces— 
        he is the glorious king! 

 

Singing the Psalm The King of Glory 2091

The King of glory comes, the nation rejoices. 
Open the gates before him, lift up your voices. 

1. Who is the King of glory; how shall we call him? 
He is Emmanuel, the promised of ages. 
 
The King of glory comes, the nation rejoices. 
Open the gates before him, lift up your voices. 

2. In all of Galilee, in city or village, 
he goes among his people curing their illness. 

The King of glory comes, the nation rejoices. 
Open the gates before him, lift up your voices. 

3. Sing then of David's son, our Savior and brother; 
in all of Galilee was never another. 
 
The King of glory comes, the nation rejoices. 
Open the gates before him, lift up your voices. 
Words: Willard F. Jabusch © 1966, 1982 Willard F. Jabusch, admin. by OCP Publications 
Music: trad. Israeli folk song. All Rights Reserved. Used under One License #A-723218

Scripture Reading – Revelation 21:1-6a 

Response to the Scripture        This is the Word of God for the people of God.   Thanks be to God! 

Anthem Shall We Gather at the River arr. Carter 

Message The Destination 
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Response 

Hymn Hymn of Promise 707 

1. In the bulb there is a flower; in the seed, an apple tree; 
in cocoons, a hidden promise: butterflies will soon be free! 

In the cold and snow of winter there's a spring that waits to be, 
unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 

 

2. There's a song in every silence, seeking word and melody; 
there’s a dawn in every darkness, bringing hope to you and me. 

From the past will come the future; what it holds, a mystery, 
unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 

 

3. In our end is our beginning; in our time, infinity; 
in our doubt there is believing; in our life, eternity. 
In our death, a resurrection; at the last, a victory, 

unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 
Words and Music by Natalie Sleeth © 1986 Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved. Used under One License #A-723218

Invitation to the Offering 

Moment of Meditation 

Doxology  Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow 95 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 
 praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 

Communion Invitation 

Passing the Peace 

Let us extend that invitation of grace and peace to each other with the words: 
The peace of Christ be with you. 

The Great Thanksgiving 

God be with you.   
 And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   
 We lift them to God. 
Let us give thanks to God.  
  It is good to give God thanks and praise. 

…we are God’s children. 
Thanks be to God. 

…We are followers of Jesus. 
Thanks be to God. 

…we are made holy, we are saints in the making.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

We give thanks for the many people who have gone before us, and are with us even now: 
a great cloud of witnesses who have tried to live God’s love every day, 
and with their lives, have shown us how to be followers of Jesus. 
 

(We will ring a bell and light a candle as each departed saint is named.) 
 

We are part of the communion of saints. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Song of Preparation Remembrance 

Oh, how could it be that my God would welcome me 
into this mystery, 
say, “Take this bread, take this wine”? 
Now the simple made divine 
for any to receive. 
 

By your mercy we come to your table. 
By your grace you are making us faithful. 
 

Lord, we remember you, 
and remembrance leads us to worship. 
And as we worship you, 
our worship leads to communion. 
We respond to your invitation. We remember you. 
 

See his body, his blood; know that he has overcome 
ev'ry trial we will face. 
And none too lost to be saved,  
none too broken or ashamed. 
All are welcome in this place. 
 

By your mercy we come to your table. 
By your grace you are making us faithful. 

Lord, we remember you, 
and remembrance leads us to worship. 
And as we worship you, 
our worship leads to communion. 
We respond to your invitation. We remember you. 
 

Dying, you destroyed our death. 
Rising you restored our life. 
Lord Jesus, come in glory. Lord Jesus, come in glory. 
Lord Jesus, come in glory. Lord Jesus, come in glory. 
 

Lord, we remember you, 
and remembrance leads us to worship. 
And as we worship you, 
our worship leads to communion. 
We respond to your invitation, 
we respond to your invitation. We remember you. 
CCLI Song # 5484616  Matt Maher | Matt Redman © 2009 Icel (Admin. by Capitol CMG 
Publishing)  Said And Done Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) sixsteps Music (Admin. by 
Capitol CMG Publishing)  spiritandsong.com (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) All rights reserved. Reprinted under CCLI 
License # 3134300 

 

Sharing the Bread and Cup 

Prayer after Communion 

Go from this table to continue the work of making our world new with the Spirit of Christ. 

Where there is hurt, and tears are falling, we will be God’s comfort. 
Where there is anger, and violence reigns supreme, we will be God’s peace. 

Where there is neglect, and loneliness abides, we will be God’s love. 
 

Sending 

Hymn For All the Saints 711 (vs 1,2,4,6) 

1. For all the saints, who from their labors rest,  
who thee by faith before the world confessed,  
thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest.  
Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

2. Thou wast their rock, their fortress, and their might;  
thou, Lord, their captain in the well-fought fight;  
thou in the darkness drear, their one true light.  
Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

 

4. O blest communion, fellowship divine!  
We feebly struggle, they in glory shine;  
yet all are one in thee, for all are thine. 
Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

6. From earth's wide bounds,  
from ocean's farthest coast,  
through gates of pearl streams in the countless host,  
singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost:  
Alleluia, Alleluia! 
Words: William W. How, 1864. Music: Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1906. Public Domain 

 
Benediction Go as saints of this generation  

who are the love of God, the incarnation of Christ, and the friendship of the Spirit. Amen. 

Postlude For All the Saints arr. M. Bedford
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