
 

 

  Hillsdale First United Methodist Church 

All Saints 
 

I’m a big fan of the Ray Vander Laan videos. We have used several of 

them both on Wednesday nights during Lent and in our regular First 

Light Bible studies. One in particular sits in my memory as we approach 

All Saints Day, November 1. Mr. Vander Laan has gathered his tour 

group in the ruins of a stadium where Olympic games were held. He 

explains that in the Greek world, athletic competitions were held to 

bring honor to the god or goddess. The athletes would parade into the 

stadium and stop and bow before the emperor, dedicating their race 

and their coming victory to the god whom the emperor represented. He 

says that the people of Jesus’ time would have been familiar with this 

concept so they would have understood the reference by the writer of 

Hebrews who said, “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great 

cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin 

that so easily entangles, and let us run the race marked out for 

us.” (Hebrews 12:1) 
 

Imagine, Mr. Vander Laan says, that you are finishing your race in that 

stadium. Imagine that the stadium is filled with the heroes of the faith 

… Paul here, Peter there, Augustine over there, John Wesley over here. 

Imagine, too, your grandparents, your parents, your Sunday School 

teacher, the pastor of your youth, saints of the church. Imagine that 

they are there for you, encouraging you to go the distance, to finish 

your race, and to dedicate it all to the one true God, Creator of the 

universe. 
 

I can imagine my mom sitting in that stadium like she sat in gyms and 

concert halls cheering on my kids. I can imagine a pastor of my youth 

sitting back with a smile on his face. I can imagine the saints that I have 

met in recent years and have been privileged to serve, offering a word 

of encouragement. These are a part of that “great cloud of witnesses” 

who say to us over and over again, “you can do it, you can do it for 

God.” 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, 

Pastor Pat 
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  Church Conference 
Church Conference is the annual gathering of the 

church “to review the total mission and ministry 

of the church, receive reports, and adopt 

objectives and goals recommended by the church 

council that are in keeping with the objectives of 

The United Methodist Church,” (The Book of 

Discipline of The United Methodist Church, 2012, 

paragraph 247.3). Our church conference will be 

held on Thursday, November 12, 7:00 pm in the 

sanctuary with Rev. Edyre Maurer presiding. 
 

Our church conference this year, like in the past 

several years, will be a service of worship as we 

give glory to God for what God is doing within us 

and through us. We will sing, we will pray, we will 

give attention to God’s holy word and in 

response to God, we will receive the required 

reports and votes.  
 

While District Superintendent Tamara Williams 

will not be with us, she has already met one-on-

one with me and with the Staff-Parish Relations 

Committee. In her seventh year as District 

Superintendent, Tamara wanted to have 

opportunities to interact with congregations and 

see what they were doing at times other than 

during the hectic activity of church conference 

seasons. So, she came to the Bradley Welch 

recital last spring and stayed through the 

reception meeting some of you for the first time.  

 

District Superintendents have the authority to 

appoint an ordained elder to preside at church 

conferences in their place, but pastors may not 

preside at their own church conference. Rev. 

Edyre Maurer is an ordained elder appointed to 

the Coldwater United Methodist Church and will 

preside at our church conference in the same 

way that I have presided at the Reading and 

Camden / Montgomery / Stokes Chapel church 

conferences.     Pastor Pat      

Long ago and far away in a place called “Junior 

High”, everyone in my class was given the 

opportunity, beginning in 9th grade, to learn a 

foreign language.  It was the German teacher 

who caught my attention.  “Frau” taught me 

German for the next four years.  She took us on a 

two-week trip to Germany during our Senior 

year.  I loved German.  In fact, I loved it so much 

that I continued taking classes when I became a 

freshman in college, and even spent ten weeks – 

an entire summer – in Austria, studying German 

at an international school.  By this point in my 

life, I was surprisingly adept at speaking, reading, 

and understanding German. 

But not anymore!!!  I can read the words, and 

make the correct sounds… but I don’t know what 

they mean anymore.  When it comes to the 

German language, I’ve lost what I once had.  I 

stopped learning it, stopped practicing it, 

stopped using it.  Little by little, year after year, it 

has slipped away.  Languages do that.  

It seems to me that there is also a language of 

faith.  Followers of Jesus Christ throughout the 

centuries have learned this language, and have 

passed it on to new disciples – generation after 

generation.  You and I are the latest recipients of 

this beautiful, life-giving language.  It has the 

most wonderful vocabulary!  Just think of the 

many powerful words we learn through faith: 

grace, mercy, forgiveness, love, hope, kindness...  

How well do you know and speak and understand 

the language of faith?  How well do you live the 

language of faith?  How do you help others to 

learn this language along with you?  In the same 

way that I lost my ability to speak German, it is 

also sadly possible to lose the language of 

faith.  Day by day without reading the Bible… 

Month by month without remembering to focus 

on God through prayer because we’re in such a 

hurry and our days are so full… We each have a 

responsibility to do our part to keep our faith 

alive, healthy, vibrant!  And we each have a 

responsibility to make sure that others are 

learning this faith language too. God bless you as 

you bring the language of faith to life! 

Tamara Williams, District Superintendent 

A Message from Tamara: The Language of Faith 
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Core Values 
2015 

 
Invitational Ministry 

Authentic Community 

Hospitality 

Worship 

Mission 
Statement 

 
We are  

growing in love  
of God  

and neighbor,  
making disciples  
of Jesus Christ,  

and serving others. 

John Brown, the architect who has been working with us in creating 

a Master Plan for building renovation, will be with us on Sunday, 

November 15, at 4:00 pm, to again present the Master Plan and an 

estimate of the costs associated with each phase of the overall plan. 

While it has been nearly a year since John presented the first draft of 

the Master Plan, it took him and us over six months to find a 

construction firm willing to provide us with cost estimates based on 

that plan. Mark Dyke, the “church guy” from Rockford Construction, 

took on that task in July and completed estimates in October.  

 

John will again present his drawings and will be able to provide us 

with those cost estimates. He will be happy to answer questions and 

receive further suggestions.  

 
 

The Missions Team project for 

November is P.E.T. (Personal 

Energy Transportation) Zambia,  

a mission that our church 

has supported for several years. 
 

P.E.T. Zambia builds hundreds 

of P.E.T.s each year and freely 

gives them to the disabled.  The 

unit is a hand-pedaled bike that 

provides mobility for men, 

women, and children who have 

been affected by polio, cystic 

fibrosis, landmine injuries, and 

other forms of accidents.   
 

The first request for P.E.T.s to be developed came from Larry Hills in 

war-torn Zaire in 1994. After he retired, the mission moved across 

the river into Zambia, with Delbert Groves serving as the director for 

the past 13 years. During that time, both the P.E.T. project and the 

United Methodist Church have grown rapidly in the region.  In 2000 

there were only five active congregations in Zambia; today there are 

over 90 congregations which now make up the new Zambia United 

Methodist Church Conference.  P.E.T. Zambia has sent P.E.T.s to D.R. 

Congo, Zimbabwe, Malawi, and soon to Angola. They are building a 

new construction facility with the hope of doubling the annual P.E.T. 

production from 500 to 1000 units.  

 

Your support of the efforts of P.E.T. Zambia allows them to continue 

doing God's work in Christ's name and showing God's love to those 

in need.  Thank you for your prayerful support of our projects. 
 

The Mission Team 

Building Renovation 

Missions Team Project: P.E.T. Zambia  
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I'm writing this column the day after my third 

annual recital, so thoughts about the program 

are still very fresh in my mind. Honestly, I'm glad 

it's over so I can get on with other things! I'm at 

the point in my life where my fingers don't 

remember things as easily as they used to, so 

that means intense cramming to prepare some 

of the recital music, much of which can be more 

technically demanding than weekly service 

playing. But it was a fun afternoon of sharing a 

variety of music! I'm grateful for a chance to 

collaborate with Reneé playing her violin and 

viola and provide the program with more music 

than just solo organ. I'm also so thankful to 

others who helped make the afternoon a good 

event – Melodie Coles and Pam Laurell for 

heading up ushering, Penny Swan for running the 

video, Don Gambill for handling sound, Jan Tesch 

and Sue Walter for heading up the outstanding 

reception crew, and for Pastor Pat for her 

continual support and encouragement. And 

thanks to all of you who came and invited others 

to come as well – for being invitational and then 

being good hosts to our guests. Amidst and 

through all the music, comments, humor, 

hospitality, and fellowship, I pray that we were 

able to show God's love to all. We continue to 

receive positive feedback about these 

Community Concerts! 
 

 

It's not too early 

to begin thinking 

about our annual 

Christmas concert  

on December 13 

at 4:00 pm. This 

year the choir is 

again hard at work 

preparing another 

extended piece of 

music made up of 

several contrasting 

settings of carols, 

accompanied by a chamber orchestra. Chamber 

orchestra is the name given to any small 

ensemble of mixed instruments, in this case 

made up of excellent Hillsdale College students. 

There will be two violins, one viola, a cello, a 

string bass, along with french horn, oboe, 

clarinet, flute and percussion. Our handbell choir 

will offer several carol settings as well, and, as 

always, all of us together will sing some of the 

great carols of the season interspersed with 

readings from Scripture and other Christian 

literature. Be sure to put it on your calendars 

now, and make plans to invite others to come to 

this concert with you. Remember that these 

Community Concerts are offered to provide all of 

us with yet another opportunity to show God's 

love to our neighbors and friends. In this case, 

it's the timeless story of Christmas during a time 

ripe for hearts to be open to see the Gospel in 

Jesus Christ in a new and fresh way. Let's pray 

that God will use this program of worship, music, 

food and fellowship to reach many in our 

community with the love of Jesus. Not inviting 

someone is an opportunity lost! 
 

Though December isn't far away, we look 

forward to our fare of musical offerings from the 

choir each Sunday morning, the handbell choir 

on November 11, as well as a variety of hymns 

and songs and a few more musical offerings from 

Nick Nestorak while he's still around! 
 

Thanks to all of you for your encouragement and 

comments. I hear a lot of them personally, which 

I very much appreciate, and I hope you will also 

share your words of gratitude with the singers 

and ringers who actually make it all happen! 

Inspirational music, offered with confidence and 

sensitivity, takes a big commitment of time each 

week. I'm so thankful for faithful efforts of our 

ringers and singers! 
 

 

 

 

SDG   

John O 

From the Director of Music 
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Education News and Notes 
 In Matthew 22, one of the experts in the law asked Jesus, “Teacher, which 

is the greatest commandment in the Law?” Jesus replied, “Love the Lord 

your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 

This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: 

‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on 

these two commandments.” 
 

Reggie Joiner, author of Think Orange: Imagine the Impact When Church 

and Family Collide, has developed a children’s curriculum centered 

around “the basics” of Jesus’ teachings. In one of the videos on his 

website, whatisorange.org, he describes those basics in this way: 
 

What one word captures all that you and I need beyond our needs for 

food and clothing and shelter? Love. 
 

What is our motivation to love our neighbors as much as we love 

ourselves? Every person is made in the image of God: every baby, every 

toddler, every elementary student, every middle and high school student, 

every college student, and every adult. 
 

What does that mean?  Every child, every wiggly toddler, every screaming 

baby, every person, young and old, has the stamp of God’s image 

imprinted on his or her life. 
 

So what does that mean? That means 

everyone at every age has a divine 

capacity: a divine capacity to reason, 

improve, lead, care, relate, trust, believe, 

and even to love. 
 

What would happen if we consciously 

treat every child of God like they are 

created in the image of God? Like the song 

says, “Jesus in Disguise”. That’s every kid; 

whether they believe what I believe or not; 

whether they go to my church or not; 

whether they are Christian or not. 
 

What would happen if we just decided that we are going to teach every 

kid, lead every kid, and influence every kid like they matter to God 

because they are made by God? Jesus said, “Let the children come to me. 

And do not hinder them.” 
 

And when we welcome a child in his name, we welcome Jesus.  
 

As always, you can contact me at church on Sunday or Tuesday mornings 

or you can email me at bowen.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com. 
 

Blessings to you!   

Marla  

FUTURE EVENTS 
 

Kids Fest  
 

This is usually the third 

Wednesday in June, so in 

2016 it will probably be 

Wednesday, June 15 at the 

fairgrounds. We shared the 

love of Jesus with more 

than 600 children and 

adults while doing crafts 

and playing music with 

them. Several people 

signed up for Vacation Bible 

School during this outreach 

event. Come and see! 
 

Vacation Bible 
School 

 

Tentative dates for 

Vacation Bible School are 

June 20 through June 23.  
 

Tentative topics for 

Vacation Bible School are:  
 

CaveQuest 

Follow Jesus, 

 the light of the world! 
 

Submerged 

 Finding truth below the 

surface in scripture. 
 

Deep Sea Discovery 

God is with me  

wherever I go! 
 

 

 

 

 

Walk this Way 

Based on Proverbs 4: 

“When you walk, nothing 

will slow you down. When 

you run, you won’t trip and 

fall. Hold on to my teaching 

and don’t let it go.” 
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Over this last year, there have been some ups 

and some downs in my life, and I’ve noticed that 

when I have a problem or a rough patch in my 

life that I often try to control it. Maybe that’s just 

me; I mean, maybe others don’t handle those 

kinds of situations in that way.  But through this 

last year, possibly more than ever before,  I’ve 

worked hard at remembering and refocusing 

during those times that only God is truly in 

control.  It hasn’t always been easy but I continue 

to work at turning to God in prayer and through 

scripture.  And each time God is there. He leads 

me to the scripture I need and to an 

understanding of how amazing He is.  Recently I 

was thinking back over the last year, recapping 

the changes in my life, and in the life of others 

close to me, too. I lost my job; I gained a new job. 

I’ve faced issues, and I’ve rejoiced with joy.  I’ve 

kicked some bad habits, and I’ve gained some 

new good habits with the support and love of my 

friends, and so much more.  And through it all I 

remind myself that life is full of changes. But 

more importantly I’ve been reminded by God 

that through everything He is with us every step, 

every day, and He will not leave us or give up on 

us! 
 

From my own experiences I believe that God is 

with every single one of us wherever we are in 

our life.  He is with us in our very rough spots, 

even if that’s in jail, on the streets, in the midst 

of grief, or in the darkest areas of our lives. And 

He is with us in the best areas of our lives, in the 

times we celebrate, the times we succeed, or the 

times even when we are just coasting along.  

Wherever we are right now, right this minute, 

God is already there with us. And He wants us to 

trust in Him.  In Joshua 1:9 (NIV) God tells us, 

“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and 

courageous.  Do not be afraid; do not be 

discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with 

you wherever you go.”   Isn’t that wonderful to 

know – God will be with you wherever you go?  

But it’s not just a thought or an idea – it’s real 

and it’s true!  It’s about trusting God to wholly 

believe it. This verse came to me when I needed 

it most and every time I read it I’m reminded of 

His love and all the ways He is there for me, and 

for all of us. Recently I turned to this verse again, 

and after reading it I wanted to see how other 

versions of the Bible shared the same verse. I 

found that in the Message it reads, “Haven’t I 

commanded you? Strength! Courage! Don’t be 

timid; don’t get discouraged.  God, your God, is 

with you every step you take.” And in the Living 

Bible it is, “Yes, be bold and strong! Banish fear 

and doubt! For remember, the Lord your God is 

with you wherever you go.”  I even checked the 

International Children’s Bible and there it said, 

“Remember that I commanded you to be strong 

and brave. So don’t be afraid. The Lord your God 

will be with you everywhere you go.”  The 

message and the promise are the same even 

though the words change a little.    

And perhaps even more powerful is Joshua 1:5, 

“In the same way I was with Moses, I’ll be with 

you. I won’t give up on you; I won’t leave you.”  

Wow!  God, our God, promises us that He will be 

with us wherever we are in life, and He also 

reassures us that He will never give up on us or 

leave us.   Ever.  That is the most comforting and 

reassuring news ever!  Trust in Him, He is with 

you, and will never leave you or give up on you – 

find peace in that and know how much God loves 

you!  

Melodie Coles, Lay Leader 

Wherever You Go 



 

 

 

Note of Thanks 

First United Methodist Church: Our family cannot 

find the words to adequately thank everyone, 

especially Pastor Pat, for the prayers and support 

with the passing of our loved one, Kenneth Kizer. 

You were there during this most difficult time and 

for that we are extremely thankful. Many thanks 

to the church ladies who prepared and served 

food at the luncheon after the service. I am 

blessed to be part of this church family. 

Janice Kizer and family 
 

Trustee News 

As most of you have seen, the Paul at Ephesus 

stained glass window is missing from the 

sanctuary. Jeff Hart has started restoring it, and 

we’re sure it will look magnificent. 
 

Fall is here! With the weather getting cooler, I 

hope you have your furnace looked at to make 

sure it is in good working order. Don’t wait until 

the snow is on the ground, and also don't forget 

to check and replace any worn weatherstripping 

around the doors and windows. Keep warm, and 

think spring!     Dennis Fadden, Trustee Chair 
 

Rummage Sale 

Many thanks for all the great volunteers we had 

for our Fall Rummage Sale. We didn’t have as 

many donated items, but overall we did quite 

well. We netted $1,034.00! What a great group of 

men and women that gave of their time to make 

the sale successful. Much appreciation to all.  

Kay Franks and Anna Bertalon, Co-Chairs  
 

Mary Jean Tennant Circle: SNOOP Party 

On Wednesday, November 18, the Mary Jean 

Tennant Circle will host their annual “Snoop” 

Party at 7:00 pm in the Lounge. All women of the 

church are invited to attend this fun evening.  

Please bring a present wrapped so that you can 

“snoop” at it.  Also, please bring a canned good 

or two to be distributed to an area food bank.  

Jan Tesch, Chairman, MJT Circle 
 
 

 

 

 

Red Cross Blood Drive 

The Hillsdale Methodist Women are hosting a 

blood drive for the American Red Cross on 

Thursday, December 10 from 11:00 am - 4:45 pm 

in the Fellowship Hall. Our goal for this drive is 32 

pints. A donor must be 17 years old, weigh at 

least 110 pounds, and be in good general health. 

Bring your donor card or photo ID. 

We will be serving soup, sandwiches, cookies, 

and beverages. Be sure to eat and drink a 

caffeine-free beverage before  donating.  

We would welcome help on the registration and 

canteen tables in two-hour shifts. Two men are 

needed to unload and reload the Red Cross truck, 

and we can always use cookie bakers. If you are 

able to help in any way, please contact Martha 

Smith at 437-3059. 
 

Wrapped in God’s Love 

On December 20, we will once again distribute 

nearly 60 Christmas baskets to families during the 

Agape cart time following the free community 

breakfast. If you would like to make a 

contribution toward the purchase of the items for 

these baskets, or if you have any questions about 

this outreach ministry that we offer in Christ’s 

name, please contact Sue Walter at 437-7523 or 

Jan Tesch at 439-9578. Thank you for your 

support! 
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Pastor: Rev. Pat Brook  
brook.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com 

 

Director of Music: John Ourensma  
ourensma.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com 

 

Associate Director of Music: Reneé Nestorak  
nestorak.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com 

 

Director of Educational Ministries:  
Marla Bowen  

bowen.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com 
 

Director of Youth Ministry/ 
Church Administrator: Pam Laurell  
laurell.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

Sunday Worship Services 
First Service at 9:30 am 

Held in the Sanctuary, includes hymns and songs with organ or piano, music by  

Chancel Choir, soloists and instrumentalists, prayer, Bible readings and preaching. 
 

Second Service at 11:00 am 
Held in the Fellowship Hall, includes songs led by a live band and vocalists, prayer, readings 

from the Bible and an interactive, discussion-oriented reflection on the Bible readings. 
 

 

Church Conference 
Thursday, November 12, 7:00 pm 

 

 

Congregational Meeting  
Sunday, November 15, 4:00 pm 

with John Brown of Selzer Associates 


