
Hillsdale First United Methodist Church | Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost, November 8, 2020 

• Live in-person worship at 9:30 am in the sanctuary 
• Livestream at 9:30 am on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC  
    and on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRIHbHBJ74jhHeLkO4gAs6A? 

   and on our church website  http://hillsdalefirstumc.com/  
• Available for phone-in recording at 11:00 am @ 1-312-626-6799, provide meeting #394 134 739 

 

Gathering 

Greeting   

Prelude Blessed Jesus, At Thy Word J. S. Bach 

Call to Worship    

Today we have chosen to worship together in thanksgiving and praise.  
 We have found the freedom and joy of being able to gather in peace;  
 we have found the time and resources to be able to enjoy this precious opportunity;  
 and we have followed the calling of our faith to come together in supplication, intercession, and gratitude. 
Holy One, be with us as we worship,  
 and help us to choose you over and over.  
Help us to recommit ourselves to the blessings and challenges of our devotion to you and your love.  
 Be made known to us, and help us to feel you near, we pray. Amen. 

Song  Come, Now Is the Time to Worship 
 

Come, now is the time to worship.  
Come, now is the time to give your heart.  
Come, just as you are, to worship . 
Come, just as you are, before your God. Come.  

One day ev’ry tongue will confess you are God.  
One day ev’ry knee will bow.  
Still the greatest treasure remains for those  
who gladly choose you now.  
 

 

One day ev’ry tongue will confess you are God.  
One day ev’ry knee will bow.  
Still the greatest treasure remains for those  
who gladly choose you now.  

Come, now is the time to worship.  
Come, now is the time to give your heart.  
Come, just as you are, to worship . 
Come, just as you are, before your God. Come. Come. Come 
CCLI Song # 2430948 | Brian Doerksen 
© 1998 Vineyard Songs (UK/Eire) (Admin. by Vineyard Music UK) 
All rights reserved. CCLI License # 3134300 

Psalm 78:1-7 (responsively) Refrain (sung by vocalists only): 

One generation will call to the next: "Our God is good, and his hand is strong." 
All of the world sings his marvelous acts, and our voice will join with theirs in the song. 

Refrain excerpted from  One Generation Will Call to the Next. Words and Music by Greg Scheer © 2006 CRC Publications / Faith Alive Christian Resources 
(Admin. by Christian Reformed Church In North America). For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 3134300 

 
Listen, my people, to my teaching; 
    tilt your ears toward the words of my mouth. 
I will open my mouth with a proverb. 
    I’ll declare riddles from days long gone— 
        ones that we’ve heard and learned about, 
        ones that our ancestors told us. 
We won’t hide them from their descendants; 
    we’ll tell the next generation 
    all about the praise due the LORD and his strength— 
    the wondrous works God has done. (REFRAIN) 
 
He established a law for Jacob and set up Instruction for Israel, 
        ordering our ancestors to teach them to their children. 
This is so that the next generation 
    and children not yet born will know these things, 
        and so they can rise up and tell their children 
    to put their hope in God— 
        never forgetting God’s deeds, 
        but keeping God’s commandments— (REFRAIN) 
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Prayers of the People 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom,  
  and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

Proclamation 

Prayer for Illumination 

Scripture Reading – Matthew 25:1-13 

Anthem Keep Your Lamps A. Thomas 

Message Not Enough Oil 

Response 

Prayer of Confession 

Abiding God, 
 there have been times when we have chosen the gods of our contexts, over full devotion to you. 
We have worshipped at the altars of progress, efficiency, competition, and acquisition. 

We have claimed to be your people while behaving in ways that do not bear this out. 
We have allowed the obsessions of the “world” and the scarcity mentality of our cultures  

to permeate our spirits and cause us to wander. 
We imagine we are ready to be in your presence,  

but in truth are often asleep to the true preparedness of constant vigilance in your grace. 
Forgive our shallow ways, and wake us up to what it means to be ready to follow wholeheartedly. 

Jostle us into alert commitment. 
Teach us to embrace the responsibilities that come with helping to bring about your realm on Earth. 
And help us to stay awake and prepared, we pray. Amen. 

 
 
Song of Confession Forgive Us, Lord 2134 

All: Forgive us, Lord. Forgive us, Lord. 
 
1. Leader:  For grievance and injustice:  

All: Forgive us, Lord. 
Leader:  Aloofness and indifference: 
All: Forgive us, Lord.  

  

All: Forgive us, Lord. Forgive us, Lord. 
 
2. Leader:  For weakness and transgression: 

All: Forgive us, Lord. 
Leader:  Resistance and rebellion: 
All: Forgive us, Lord.  

All: Forgive us, Lord. Forgive us, Lord. 
 
3. Leader:  In your eternal mercy: 

All: Forgive us, Lord.  
Leader:  In your sustaining grace: 
All: Forgive us, Lord. 

 

All: Forgive us, Lord. Forgive us, Lord. 
Words by Jorge Lockward; English trans. by Raquel Mora Martinez (Ps. 51:1-3) 
© 1996 Abingdon Press, admin. by the Copyright Co. 
All rights reserved. Reprinted under CCLI #3134300 

 
 

Words of Affirmation 

The great good news is that though we may sleep and fall short,  
 God is always awake to our needs, and provides overflowingly.  
Though we may wander into the wildernesses of many temptations,  
 God’s journey is one of focused and complete compassion.  
We are loved and forgiven. God will always embrace us, whether we are ready for such grace or not.  
 In this, let us be assured. 
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Song of Response  With You, O Lord   

With you, O Lord, is life in all its fullness, and in your light we shall see true light. 
With you, O Lord, is life in all its fullness, and in your light we shall see true light. 

Words by Community of Taize (Ps. 36:10) © 1998 Les Presses de Taize, admin. by GIA Publications. 
All right reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-723218 

Passing the Peace As we consider the challenge of sharing oil with our neighbors who are with us at this very moment-  
the oil of God’s joy, hope, healing, love, and salvation - let us pass these blessings to one another in a bow and word of grace: 

The peace of Christ be with you! 

Invitation to Offering 

Moment of Meditation 

Doxology  Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 95 
praise him all creatures here below,  
praise him above, ye heavenly host, 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayer   
 

Sending 

Song  I Will Follow   

Where you go, I'll go; where you stay, I'll stay; 
when you move, I'll move. I will follow. 
 
All your ways are good, all your ways are sure; 
I will trust in you alone. 
Higher than my sight, high above my life; 
I will trust in you alone. 
 
Where you go, I'll go; where you stay, I'll stay; 
when you move, I'll move. I will follow you. 
Whom you love, I'll love; how you serve, I'll serve; 
if this life I lose, I will follow you, yeah.  
I will follow you, yeah. 
 
Light into the world, light into my life— 
I will live for you alone. 
You're the One I seek, knowing I will find 
all I need in you alone, in you alone. 
 
Where you go, I'll go; where you stay, I'll stay; 
when you move, I'll move. I will follow you. 

 

Whom you love, I'll love; how you serve, I'll serve; 
if this life I lose, I will follow you, yeah.  
I will follow you, yeah. 
 
In you, there's life everlasting.  
In you, there's freedom for my soul. 
In you, there's joy, unending joy; and I will follow. 
 
Where you go, I'll go; where you stay, I'll stay; 
when you move, I'll move. I will follow you. 
Whom you love, I'll love; how you serve, I'll serve; 
if this life I lose, I will follow. 
 
Where you go, I'll go; where you stay, I'll stay; 
when you move, I'll move. I will follow you. 
Whom you love, I'll love; how you serve, I'll serve; 
if this life I lose, I will follow you, yeah.  
I will follow you, yeah. I will follow you, yeah.  
I will follow you, yeah.  
CCLI Song # 5806878 Chris Tomlin | Jason Ingram | Reuben Morgan© 2010 SHOUT! Music 
Publishing, sixsteps Music, worshiptogether.com songs, Vamos Publishing (All Admin. by EMI 
Christian Music Publishing) Sony/ATV Timber Publishing, West Main Music, Windsor Hill Music 
(All Admin. by Sony/ATV Sounds LLC) . ll rights reserved. Reprinted under CCLI License # 
3134300  

Blessing  

Postlude I Will Follow   

 

Call to Worship, Prayers of the People, Prayer of Confession, Words of Affirmation. Seasons of the Spirit™ SeasonsFUSION Pentecost 2 2020 Copyright © Wood Lake Publishing 
Inc. 2019, alt. / Prayer for Illumination, Offertory Prayer. Thom M. Shuman ©2014 Lectionary Liturgies. 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

November 8, 2020 – 3 



 

Hillsdale First United Methodist Church 
45 N. Manning St., Hillsdale, MI 49242  |  517-437-3681 

www.hillsdalefirstumc.com  |  facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC 
 

Rev. Rob McPherson, Pastor | John Ourensma, Director of Music | Reneeˊ Nestorak, Associate Dir of Music | 
Pam Laurell, Church Administrator | Tana Trombly, Children’s Ministries Dir | Jeff Kornak, Facility Supervisor 

 

 

 

We will continue to offer real-time live-streamed services on Facebook, 
YouTube, and our church website at 9:30 am 

and will continue to offer a phone-in option  
on Sundays at 11:00 am. 

 
 
 
 

 
You may mail your offerings and contributions to our postal address below. 

To set up online giving directly from your bank to the church’s account, please call the office for details.  
 

Due to an increase in local COVID cases 

and increased risk for infection, 

after today, we will be resuming 

ONLINE ONLY WORSHIP SERVICES 

until further notice 
in the interest of caution  

and for the safety of all congregation and staff. 


