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The Pumpkin

Theme

Let the love of Jesus shine through.

Object

A Jack o' Lantern.

Scripture

"But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of

the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God" (1 Corinthians 6:11 New

International Version). "In the same way, let your light shine before men, that

they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven" (Matthew

5:16 New International Version).

As I am sure all of you know, Halloween is coming soon. Many of you will dress up in costumes

and go trick-or-treating. If you do, remember to be safe. You should only go to the homes of

people you know very well. You know -- close friends and family. Never go trick-or-treating to

homes of people that you do not know.

I brought a Jack o' Lantern with me this morning. How many of you have ever made a Jack o'

Lantern? If you have, you know that the first thing you do when making a Jack o' Lantern is to

clean up your pumpkin by washing off the dirt and mud. Then you cut a hole in the top of the

pumpkin and clean out the inside. You scoop out all the seeds and yucky stuff.

The next thing you do is to carve a face. You cut out the eyes, nose, and mouth. I don't know

about you, but I always like to put a smile on my Jack o' Lantern.

The next step is to put a candle inside the Jack o' Lantern. Then you light the candle so that the

light will shine through the eyes, nose, and mouth.
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Finally, when all is finished, you place the Jack o' Lantern in the window so that all who pass by

your house will see its light.

You know, I was thinking. This is a pretty good picture of what happens when we invite Jesus

into our heart.

When we become a Christian, Jesus picks us up and cleanses our life from sin. He removes all

the yucky thoughts and the seeds of doubt, hate, and selfishness that we have inside. Then he

puts a smile on our face and puts his light inside to shine for all the world to see.

I don't know what you think of when you see a Jack o' Lantern, but I hope that this Halloween

you will think of Jesus. Think about how he came to take away the sins of the world and put his

light in our hearts to shine for him.

Dear Jesus, help us to let our light shine so that others will see our good works and glorify our

Father in Heaven.



The Pumpkin Prayer 

This Pumpkin Prayer from Courtney Kirk is a wonderful activity to share with kids. As you lead them in 

the Pumpkin Prayer, you can carve the pumpkin yourself. Or kids can carve along with you if you have 

enough adult supervision. Another idea for kids to enjoy this Pumpkin Prayer is to use markers as they 

decorate a real or paper pumpkin. 

 

Open my mind so I can learn about you. 

Cut the top off the pumpkin and read Luke 24:45. 

 

Take away my sin and forgive the wrong that I do. 

Clean out the inside and read 1 John 1:9. 

 

Open my eyes so your love I will see. 

Cut out eyes (like hearts if you can) and read Psalm 119:18. 

 

I’m sorry for times I’ve turned up my nose at what you’ve given me. 

Cut out a nose and read Psalm 126:3. 

 

Open my ears so your Word I will hear. 

Cut out ears and read Luke 11:28. 

 

Open my mouth to tell others you’re near. 

Cut out the mouth and read Psalm 96:3. 

 

Let your light shine in all I say and do. 

Place a candle inside, light it and read Matthew 5:16. 

 

Amen. 
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In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see

your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. 

Matthew 5:16 (NIV)
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Pumpkin Maze 
Can you make it through the maze? 

Start Finish 


