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First of All, Pray 

This year, November brings a presidential election, Church Conference, Stewardship 

Sunday, Thanksgiving, and the First Sunday of Advent, and I find myself turning again to 

this advice given to Timothy by Paul:  

“First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be 

made for everyone, for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a 

quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity. This is right and is acceptable in 

the sight of God our Savior, who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the 

knowledge of the truth. For there is one God; there is also one mediator between God 

and humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human, who gave himself a ransom for all …”      

(1 Timothy 2:1-6) 

First of all, pray. Pray for everyone. That’s good advice in any time and place and perhaps 

especially so in times of uncertainty and anxiety. Pray not only for family and friends, but 

for everyone whether or not we know their names. Pray for everyone whether or not we 

agree with them. Pray for everyone that each one will come to know the love of God 

through Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit.  

And Paul doesn’t only tell us all to pray, he also gives a reason why: “so that we may lead a 

quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity.” That’s a bold statement but I’ve found 

it to be true. Because I’ve found that when I pray for everyone I find a sense of quiet and 

peace whatever the circumstances and events of the season in which I am living.  

 Worried about the presidential election and its aftermath? Pray for those in 

high places.  

 Thinking about your commitment to the church in terms of service and financial 

tithe? Pray for everyone that each one will come to know the love of God 

through Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit.  

 The busyness of Thanksgiving and the season of Christmas getting to you? Pray 

for everyone including those who are hungry and homeless and lonely. 

Praying for everyone is an essential element of prayer, and prayer is essential in our quest 

to discern God’s will and way in our lives. And it’s in that process of discernment that we 

will find ourselves leading “a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity.” 

I invite you to pray in this season. Pray for everyone. In my experience, prayer itself can 

transform worry and anxiety into peace and clarity of purpose. So, please pray for 

everyone … including me. 

Pastor Pat 
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Through each of our lives we are able to witness the greatness of God.  Sometimes in very 

small ways and sometimes in unbelievable and immeasurable ways.  With it being autumn, 

I see the work of God in nature, being thankful that I live in an area where there are clearly 

four defined seasons.  I love the 

changing of seasons, and at this 

time of the year I love seeing the 

colors of the trees change, the 

blanket of the colorful leaves on 

the ground, and the assurance in 

knowing that next year around 

this same time I will be able to 

enjoy it all over again, as will 

others after me, for hundreds of 

years to come.  That in itself is a 

miracle of our great God – the 

cycle of the seasons and of life.  

I recently read in a magazine article that miracles are defined as the extraordinary 

measure by which God reveals himself to us.  I thought that was a wonderful description, 

and it made me think of the scripture from Ephesians 3:20-21:  

“Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to 

his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 

throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.” 

Throughout all generations, for ever and ever, God is at work within us and is able to do 

immeasurably more than we may ask or even imagine.   I think of my own life and I see the 

works of God in the past, in my daily life, and I trust that he will for all generations be able 

to do more than we can even imagine!  That is such a reassurance for me, and for my 

family, and for everyone.  The truth and the power of God are within each of us, and that is 

beyond measure! 

So how can we best share that thought as disciples of Jesus Christ and share that God is 

able to do immeasurably more than we can ever ask or imagine?  Maybe it is as simple as 

sharing our own stories, our own miracles that we have witnessed, and the everyday 

moments where we see God at work in our lives.   So many times just a simple 

conversation with someone is all we need, and all they need, and all that God needs us to 

do.  I encourage us to share the way we have witnessed the miracles of God in our own 

lives, through everyday conversations, for we may never know how it will touch another’s 

life!  Share your moments of witnessing God’s miracles, for “to Him be glory in the church 

and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.”    |     Melodie 

Sharing God’s Miracles 
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Education News and Notes 

Often we think of November as a month for 

giving thanks, but I think we should 

practice giving thanks in every day of 

every month. It is hard to believe that the 

church year will be coming to a close on 

the third Sunday of this month. Right after 

Thanksgiving, the next church year will 

start on November 27 with the first 

Sunday of Advent. 

Trunk-or-Treat Thank You | I’d like to 

offer a huge thank-you to everyone who 

volunteered their time, their cars, their 

talents, treats, and prayers for Trunk-or-

Treat. This event has become an annual 

outreach that shares God’s love with our 

community. Along with fun and fellowship, 

there were free treats, hot dogs, apple 

cider, and God’s love warming us all in a 

way that only God’s love can! 

Children’s Church, 9:30 and 11:00 am | In 

children’s church we are on our way in our 

fall curriculum. In addition to the lessons 

for the 9:30 service, I’ve added a new 

curriculum for the breakfast Sunday 

children. We’ll have lessons about Jesus 

and the Children, Giving Thanks, and 

Waiting for Jesus for the next  three 

months.  Please let me know if you have 

ideas for improving our children’s church 

experience, or if you’d like to help in this 

vital ministry to children. 

Nursery Care, 9:30 and 11:00 am | 

Having a staffed nursery presents a 

welcoming sight to parents of young 

children. There are ministry opportunities 

to serve in the nursery, to help create 

nursery policy and staffing plans, and to 

secure nursery workers.  

Karan Jenkins Preschool at Hillsdale 

First UMC | If you’re looking for a way to 

support the Karan Jenkins Preschool and 

help build our community, share God’s 

love, and enjoy a wonderful meal, come to 

the Free Community Dinner on November 

5, right here at the church. The Karan 

Jenkins Preschool parents, teachers, and 

board will be helping to serve drinks and 

clear tables and would love to meet you 

and share the wonderful things that they 

are doing this year. 

Come and share the love of Jesus with 

them and our whole community!  

Please contact me with children’s ministry 

ideas and suggestions at church on Sunday 

or Tuesday mornings,  or by email at: 

bowen.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com.  

 Marla 

 
The Advent wreath, four candles on a wreath of evergreen, is shaped in a perfect circle to symbolize the eternity 

of God. In some churches, four purple candles are used, one for each week in Advent, with one larger white 
candle in the middle as the Christ candle. Other churches prefer three purple or three blue candles                    

with one candle being rose or pink, to represent joy. 

While the Advent wreath with its four candles did bring light to churches, it was not used to illuminate the 
interior as much as to symbolize the coming of Christ. The Advent wreath began in the time of                               

the Protestant reformer Martin Luther. 

During each Sunday of the Advent season, we focus on one of the four virtues Jesus brings us: Hope, Love, Joy, 
and Peace. The Christ candle is lit on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day reminding Christians that Jesus is the light 

of the world. The order and exact wording vary among churches, but the wreath continually reminds us              
of whom we are called to be as followers of Jesus. (umc.org) 
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Stewardship 

His name is Erwin. On a weekday morning as I rushed downtown to get a cup of coffee before my first 

appointment I saw him sitting on a bench near the courthouse. At that moment God was at work. I 

walked across the street to him to say good morning. After introductions we began to talk about how he 

was and if he lived in town. I asked him if he would like a cup of coffee. He said ,“if you’d like to do that.”  

As we walked to the coffee shop I asked him if he had a church in town. No, he didn’t go to church. I asked 

if he knew where the First United Methodist Church was. No, he did not. We stopped walking. 

I pointed to where our church was. I asked if that seemed very far from where he lived. “Not really,” he 

said. I talked about how our ministry could help him. “If you want some fellowship while having some 

breakfast or dinner, come see us,” I said, making sure he knew the dates and times. As we drank our coffee 

he said, “I just may come.” I intend to watch for Erwin the days I go to town, which is most every day, to 

reinforce to him he has a place that will fill him up in many different ways, nutritionally and spiritually.  

The ministries of our church do make a difference in this community. God puts opportunities in front of us 

to spread his word. Being invitational is just one way. So many days I am rushing around town. God put 

Erwin in my path to get me to slow down, be observant, and praise God through action.  

On Sunday, November 13, our worship services will include a time for us all to make service and 

financial commitments to God through this church. As you take time in prayer and conversation 

to discern your commitments, remember that both service and financial commitments are more 

about our need, as Christians, to give back than about the budgetary or leadership needs of the 

church. When we give, we grow. When we give generously, we more clearly see the generosity of 

God in our lives and through the ministries of the church.  

Colleen Fadden, chair of our Finance Committee, writes this: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,” 

says the Lord Almighty, ‘and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so 

much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it.” (Malachi 3:10) 

Legacy Planning Seminar |  The Finance/Foundation Committee will offer a Legacy Planning 

Seminar on Sunday, November 13 at 3:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall.  

Jeff Regan, Senior Director of Stewardship for the United Methodist Foundation of Michigan, will 

present the program, The 3 R’s of Christian Stewardship. Jeff has nearly four decades of pastoral 

ministry and conference leadership experience and brings a wealth of practical knowledge. His 

primary focus is providing financial discipleship services to local churches in the Michigan area. 

Throughout his ministry, Jeff has pastored congregations of all sizes, including St. Paul’s UMC in 

Rochester, Michigan. He has also served the Detroit Conference as both a District Superintendent 

and Director of Connectional Ministries.  

During the hour-long program we will learn about the many options available to be faithful 

stewards of our resources, including creative giving, gift annuities, and investment opportunities.  

If you have any questions, please contact any member of the Finance/Foundation Committee.  

 



The week after my annual organ recital, part 

of our Community Concert Series, is always a 

great contrast from the week before the 

program. Instead of last minute cramming and 

preparations for the recital, it's now full steam 

ahead to working out plans for music through 

to the end of the year. But first I want to take a 

moment to offer thanks to those who helped 

make this program happen: Nick Nestorak for 

collaborating with me and adding so much to 

the recital with his wonderful voice; Melodie 

Coles, Pam Laurell, Penny Swan, and Martha 

Smith for being such kind and welcoming 

ushers for nearly all our Community Concerts; 

Jan Tesch and Sue Walter for heading up the 

crew that provides the wonderful receptions; 

Don Gambill for handling the sound board and 

video; Renee  Nestorak for the assistance in 

turning pages and designing the publicity 

materials; and to Pastor Pat for her steady 

support and encouragement. And thanks to 

many of you for inviting others to come to be 

with us for the afternoon. There's nothing like 

that personal invitation – and the great crowd 

was likely due in large part to all of you 

spreading the word. Amidst and through all 

the music, comments, humor, hospitality, and 

fellowship, I pray that we may continue to 

show God's love to all by reaching out through 

music.  

It's not too 

early to begin 

thinking about 

our Christmas 

concert coming 

up on December 11 at 4:00 pm. The Chancel 

Choir is preparing another creative collection 

of Christmas arrangements that is hot off the 

press – it will be premiered with composer, 

John Leavitt, conducting at Carnegie Hall, New 

York City, on Friday, November 25! What 

Sweeter Music consists of nine carol settings, 

of which the title song is an arrangement of 

Robert Herrick's timeless 16th century carol: 

What sweeter music can we bring, than a carol, 

for to sing the birth of this our heav'nly King?  

The cantata will be accompanied by a 

chamber orchestra made up of Hillsdale 

College students. Our Handbell Choir is 

preparing some music for this concert also. As 

always, all of us together will sing some of the 

great traditional carols of the season 

interspersed with readings from scripture and 

other Christian literature. Be sure to put it on 

your calendars now, and make plans to invite 

others to come to this concert with you. 

Remember that these Community Concerts 

are offered to provide all of us with yet 

another opportunity to show God's love to our 

neighbors and friends. In this case, it's the 

timeless story of Christmas during a time ripe 

for hearts to be open to see the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ in a new and fresh way. Let's pray that 

God will use this program of worship, music, 

food, and fellowship to reach many in our 

community with the love of Jesus. Not inviting 

someone is an opportunity lost! 

Though December isn't far away, we look 

forward this month to our weekly fare of 

musical offerings from the Chancel Choir, with 

the Handbell Choir on November 13, as well 

as a variety of anthems, hymns, and songs that 

reflect the theme of the scripture and 

preaching for the day. This month we have All 

Saints’ Sunday, as well as the themes of 

stewardship, Christ the King, Thanksgiving 

and the first Sunday of Advent.  

 SDG,   JO 
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From the Director of Music 

 



November Mission: Heifer International | Heifer 

International is a global organization working to end 

poverty and hunger through sustainable agriculture and 

commerce.  Heifer supplies livestock, agricultural training, 

and other resources to families in need around the 

world.  Their goal is to enable families to turn hunger and 

poverty into hope and prosperity by helping them become 

self-sufficient. 

Animals supplied by Heifer provide partners with food  

and give them reliable income through the sale or trade of 

products such as milk, eggs, and honey.  When families 

gain sustainable income, it brings opportunities for building schools, creating agricultural 

cooperatives, funding small businesses, and forming community savings. 

Heifer International has helped over 100 million people in more than 125 countries since it 

was founded in 1944. 

Please help us support their efforts in Christ’s name by your prayers and gifts this month.  

Church Conference, Thursday, November 10, 6:30 pm |  Church Conference is the annual 

congregational meeting that sets the course for all ministry in the year ahead. After a time of 

worship, ministries are affirmed and leadership is set so that the mission and vision of God for 

this church in this time and place can be carried out. All are invited to participate. Members 

who are present may vote.  

While District Superintendent Tamara Williams had planned to be with us at this year’s Church 

Conference, her recently diagnosed illness has changed her plans. She has already met one-on-

one with Pastor Pat and will meet earlier that evening with the Staff-Parish Relations 

Committee. Rev. Julie Elmore, pastor of Litchfield and Quincy United Methodist Churches, will 

preside at the Church Conference. 

Advent Preparations |  The Worship Team has been planning sanctuary and fellowship hall 

preparations for our Advent and Christmas services that will follow the scriptural themes for 

the season. While we have decided not to have a comprehensive “Hanging of the Greens” like 

we have had in the past, we will be adding new visual elements to the worship spaces each 

week.  

For the first Sunday in Advent, November 27, we will be making preparations on Saturday 

morning, November 26 at 10:00 am. This first setup will include several trees and their 

trimmings as well as some other visual liturgical elements in both the sanctuary and fellowship 

hall. The Worship Team would be happy to have some help on that morning. It’s always a fun 

activity as a few extra hands make things go so much more smoothly! Please call the church 

office or see John Ourensma, Worship Team Chair, if you are willing to help in this way. 

Ministries and Missions 
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 Date Theme Scripture Focus 

11/6 All Saints’ Sunday “In Christ we have received an inheritance, 

having been destined according to the purpose 

of him who accomplishes all things according to 

his purpose and will.” 

(Ephesians 1:11) 

For All Saints 

11/13 Stewardship 

Sunday 

“This is an opportunity to testify.”  

(Luke 21:13) 

Now’s the Time 

11/20 Thanksgiving/

Christ the King 

Sunday 

“He is the image of God, the firstborn of all 

creation; for in him all things in heaven and on 

earth were created.”  

(Colossians 1:15) 

Christ, the 
Wounded 
Healer 

11/27 First Sunday of 

Advent 

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 

to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may 

teach us his ways and that we may walk in his 

paths.”  

(Isaiah 2:3) 

Invitation 

Wrapped in God’s Love |  On Sunday, December 20,  we will distribute Christmas baskets to 

families during the Agape cart time following the free 

community breakfast at our 11:00 am worship service.  This 

has become an annual outreach that we describe as Wrapped 

in God’s Love. 

This year we are inviting your participation in filling the 

Wrapped in God’s Love baskets through a “reverse Advent 

Calendar” project. On November 20, you will be able to pick 

up printed Advent Calendars that will include a list of 

suggested items for you to collect each day of Advent and set aside for donation. Each Sunday 

you can bring in your week’s worth of donated items to add to baskets that will be set up at 

the back of the sanctuary. Though the reverse Advent Calendar will suggest a specific item to 

contribute each day, you do not have to supply every item. We do encourage you to pray for 

this project and to consider ways that you might be able to participate during this year’s 

Advent season as we wait and prepare for the birth of Christ. 

If you wish to participate, the Advent collection will be from Sunday, November 27 through 

Sunday, December 11. Please contact Jan Tesch or Sue Walter if you have any questions.  
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Worship in November 



NOVEMBER 2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1       
12p Kiwanis 

1p Garden Club 
5:15p Handbells 
6p Lion’s Club 

6:30p Join Scouts 
Meeting 

8p Missions 
  

2              
1:30p Quilters 
 6p Men’s Bible 

Study 
6:30p Radio Club 

Board 
 

3  
KJP Parent-

Teacher Conf 
5p Joint SLT/Ad 
Board Meeting 

6:30p Choir 
8p Praise Band 

4 
KJP Parent-

Teacher Conf 
 

5 
5-7p Community 

Dinner 

6      9:30a Worship 
(Sanctuary) 
11a Worship 

(Fellowship Hall) 
12:15p Choir 

Lunch/Rehearsal 

7       
7p Boy Scouts 

8      7a  First Light 
12p Kiwanis 

1:30 ED/J Circle 
5:15p Handbells 
7p Finance/Fdn 

 

9            9:30a First 
Light 

1:30p Quilters 
6p First Light 

6p Men’s Bible 
Study 

7:15p ONE Team 

10 
1p Love, INC  

5:30p KJP Board 
5:30p SPRC 

6:30p CHURCH 
CONFERENCE 
8p Praise Band 

11 
  
12 

  

13   STEWARDSHIP 
SUNDAY 

9:30a Worship 
(Sanctuary) 
11a Worship 

(Fellowship Hall) 
12:30p MJT Snoop 

Party 
3p Legacy Planning 

Workshop  
  

14 
5:30p Trustees 
7p Boy Scouts 

15    7a  First Light 
12p Kiwanis 

5:15p Handbells 
6:30p Habitat for 

Humanity 
7p Young Adult 

Bible Study 

16          9:30a First 
Light 

1:30p Quilters 
6p First Light 

6p Men’s Bible 
Study 

7p AYSO Board 
 
 
 

17 
6:30p Choir 

8p Praise Band 

18 
  
19           9a Recital 

Rehearsal 
1p DAR Good 

Citizen Program 

20    9:30a Worship 
(Sanctuary) 

11a Worship with 
breakfast 

(Fellowship Hall) 
6p HARCC Board 
7p Singspiration-

Stokes Chapel 
NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 

21 
 

6:30p Worship 
Committee 

7p Boy Scouts 
 

22    7a  First Light 
12p Kiwanis 

5:15p Handbells 
6:30p Choir 

7p Young Adult 
Bible Study 

8p Praise Band 
 

23          9:30a First 
Light 

1:30p Quilters 
6p First Light 

6p Men’s Bible 
Study 

 

24 
THANKSGIVING 
(Office Closed) 

  

25 
HOLIDAY  

(Office Closed)  

26 
  

27   FIRST SUNDAY 
OF ADVENT   

9:30a Worship 
(Sanctuary) 
11a Worship 

(Fellowship Hall) 
 
 

  
 

28  
1:30p ArtWorks 

Board 
7p Ad Board 

7p Boy Scouts 
7p Kiwanis Board 

 
 

  

29     7a First Light 
12p Kiwanis 

5:15p Handbells 
7p Young Adult 

Bible Study 

30          9:30a First 
Light 

1:30p Quilters 
6p First Light 

6p Men’s Bible 
Study 

  
  
  

   



Mary Jean Tennant Circle SNOOP Party | 

The Mary Jean Tennant Circle would like to 

invite the women of the church to our annual 

SNOOP Party on Sunday, November 13 from 

12:30-2:30 pm in the Lounge.  We will be 

serving appetizers, salads, and desserts. 

Please bring a new gift of a $10.00 value 

unwrapped in a bag (so you can “snoop” at it).   

We are offering transportation to church in 

the morning with a ride home in the 

afternoon after the SNOOP party.  Please call 

Gail Clow, 607-6081, if you are interested in a 

ride.  Please RSVP to Robin Curtis, 437-2183, 

if you plan to attend so we can get an 

estimate of how many will attend.  Even if you 

don’t RSVP, please plan to attend. We have a 

lot of fun!   

 

  

Bulletin Board Headlines 

Anniversaries   

November 1 Carlene and Roland Patterson 

November  13 Sheila and Don Butler 

November 24 Sheri and Rick Piper 

November 27 Elaine and Marvin Rich    
  

Birthdays 

November 1 Tom Holland 

November 6 Nancy Payne   

November 7 Debbie Delcamp 

November 9 Jackie Mitchell 

November 11 Clair Booth 

November 14 Joel Fontana 

November 15 Chrissy Coles 

November 21 Garin Ellis 

November 28 Katie Holland 

November 28 Sonja Slagle 

Prayer Requests 

Prayers for anyone who is in need of God’s 

comfort and peace. 

Current: Betsy Baker, Jack Bowditch, Lorna 

Busch, Betty Scheibner 

Continuing: Jill Baker, Tom Bildner, Lorna 

Busch, the family of Eric Crook, Ethel 

Ferguson, Lynn George, Crystal Gimenez, Joe 

Gosla, Kristine Hasty, Parker, Gene Parker, 

Mary Sodergren, Maggie Swan, Daryl Sweet, 

Larry Sydor, Carol Tindall, Tim Tyler, Kelli 

Welch (Val White’s sister), Donna Wellein, 

Rev. Tamara Williams (Albion District 

Superintendent) 

In Nursing Care or at Home: Dorothy 

Aspinall, Sammy Brink, B.J. Clark, Shirley 

Connolly, Jean Dieterle, Susie Eichler, Lois 

Fosbender, Bev Hart, Bert Hill, Ruth Huston, 

Jackie Mitchell, Bettie Monroe, Dawn Nisbett, 

Colleen Ridenour, Bob Scholl, Mary Sodergren, 

Carol Tindall 

Serving in the Military: Ricardo Arellano, 

Emily Mitchell  
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 November 2016 

Sunday, December 11, 4:00 pmSunday, December 11, 4:00 pm  

Christ Is Born! 

Christmas Eve Services 
Saturday, December 24 

7:00 and 11:00 pm 
 

Christmas Day Service 
Sunday, December 25 

10:30 am 


