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CONNECTIONS: REMEMBERING – AND GIVING THANKS 

I have always found our All Saints Day service to be a beautiful time for remembering those saints that have gone before 
us – the “great cloud of witnesses”, and those saints still here with us – “saints on earth” that bring us inspiration and have 
walked with us on our pathway of faith. What appeals to me most is that connection between those of us still here and those 
who have gone on before. 

Because I was curious about the connection of All Saints Day for us as Methodists, I did some research and found an article 
by umc.org contributor Joe Iovino in which he noted that John Wesley enjoyed and celebrated All Saints Day. In a journal 
entry from November 1, 1767, Wesley called it “a festival I truly love”.  Wesley warned not to hold saints in too high regard, 
but also advised against neglecting the recognition of saints altogether.   

John Wesley’s brother Charles, the famous hymnwriter, wrote “Come, Let Us Join Our Friends Above” in which he 
encouraged a connection between the joined voices of us singing faithfully here on earth and the heavenly chorus of saints 
singing above. It reminds us that we are part of a larger choir, the communion of saints.  

We remember and give thanks not only in song, but also by reciting shared creeds, lighting candles, ringing bells, and in the  
silence  of  prayer.  And  just as those,  past and present,  

whose examples inspired our faith, we can be that example for others, connecting with them so that they too may know the 
love and grace of Jesus that connects us all.  

For me, All Saints Day is about the connections – remembering and giving thanks both for those saints here on earth that 
we know or meet, and for those saints above that we might not have known or might not have met.   

All Saints Day gives us that time to connect, to remember how we have been blessed by the saints that have come into, out 
of, or through our own lives.  But we don’t need to do this only one day a year, or only on one designated Sunday.  We can 
spread the love of Jesus and show his grace to everyone – those we agree with, those we may not, those we know well, and 
those we don’t know at all. We can remember those from the past who during their lives did that for us,  and we can give 
thanks for those here on earth who continue to be saints in our daily lives.  

In “A Prayer Meditation for All Saints Day” (written by Safiyah Fosua) the last two lines are: “Bless the memories of your 
saints. May we learn how to walk wisely from their examples of faith, dedication, worship, and love.”  

May we hear these words and let them lay on our hearts.  
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