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PASTOR’S PAGE | As the calendar turns over to November, the 
weather tends to cool off, but the church year is just starting to heat 
up. It begins with the first Sunday of the month, All Saints’ Sunday. 
All Saints’ Day is actually the day after Halloween (which is just an 
abbreviation for All Hallows’ Even, the Eve of All Hallowed Ones), 
but we celebrate it on the first Sunday of the month for convenience’ 
sake. All Saints’ Day has an interesting history. Apparently, it was 

first observed by the church back in the fifth century A.D. Earliest records have it 
celebrated on May 13, a day commemorated among pagan Romans as the Feast of 
Lemures, when angry spirits of the dead were propitiated with gifts. As often happened 
in the early church, the superstitions that they could not eliminate, they consecrated, 
and the Feast of Lemures was turned into a Christian holiday. In the eighth century, 
the church moved the holiday to November 1 and observed it with a special service 
for the remembrance of all the martyrs and saints, known and unknown, who enjoy 
the presence of God in Heaven. Thus, what began as a day of fear and foolishness was 
transformed into a day of holy remembrance, and a celebration of our hope of glory. 
 

Traditionally, we light candles of remembrance on All Saints Sunday, honoring church 
members who have passed on in the year prior. This year, however, I’m inviting 
anyone who would like to do so to light a candle in memory of any deceased loved 
one who was a special “light” in your walk with God. On November 6 in the 9:30 am 
service, you can bring a candle to church (in an appropriate holder), and after the 
candles are lit for the church members, I’ll invite anyone who wants to light a candle 
for a loved one to come forward, light their candle, and place it on the table. It’s a 
beautiful way that we can celebrate that “great cloud of witnesses” that now shine in 
glory. 
 

On November 20, we’ll be observing Thanksgiving Sunday. Thanksgiving Day is a 
civil holiday rather than a Church holiday—that is, there is no “Thanksgiving Day” in 
the church year. Its origins do not lie in the Bible, but in American history. And yet, 
Thanksgiving is a time when we share our blessings with others and acknowledge our 
dependence on the goodness of God and other people who have made our prosperity 
(or our survival!) possible. At the heart of Thanksgiving is that most basic of Christian 
virtues, humility. Humility is an honest recognition of who we are—the fact that we 
are not self-made or self-sufficient, but recipients of unearned opportunities and 
unexpected favors. Perhaps in our modern obsession with feasting and football, our 
society has kind of lost sight of the meaning of the Thanksgiving season, but the spirit 
of Thanksgiving is totally Christian.  

 

The last week of November brings us to the beginning of a new Christian year: the season of Advent. The Christian year is 
not in sync with the Gregorian calendar year. Our calendar begins with a season of preparation for the coming of the Lord. 
In the modern church, Advent typically means setting up the Christmas trees and switching from hymns to carols. But 
historically, Advent was not a time of celebration, but of reflection. It was a time for examining our hearts, our priorities, 
and our actions, and of asking ourselves if we are truly ready to stand before the Lord.  
 

As the weather cools off outside, it’s a great time for taking our spiritual “temperature”. November provides us many 
opportunities for reflection, re-affirmation, and renewal. Let’s make the most of this month—Christmas will be here before 
we know it!    In Christ’s service and yours | Pastor Tony  
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Another note  
from Pastor Tony: 

I really want to get to 
know the people of my 
church! Please, feel free 
to contact me whenever 
you would like.  

My cell phone number 
is (269) 240-6596. We 
can chat on the phone, or 
we can meet in person. 
I’ll be happy to see you in 
my office, in your home, 
or at a coffee shop. 
You're welcome to call 
when you need prayer or 
simply want to touch 
base. And also, consider 
adding my number to 
your contact list, so I 
don't get blocked when I 
try to reach out. Thank 
you!  | Pastor Tony 


