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For those of you who haven’t joined us for the 

Bible studies on Wednesday, I wanted to 

share some of the great quotes from the book 

we used. The book is entitled Inspired and is 

by the New York Times bestselling author 

Rachel Held Evans.  

In her book she helps people to understand 

Biblical Scholarship and ways of interpreting 

the Bible that allow us to keep our intellectual 

integrity, that allow us to see the humanity in 

the Bible, and also look for the ways that it 

inspires us. For example, when talking about 

some of the disturbing stories in the Bible 

with war, genocide, and rape done in the 

name of God she says: 

“It’s not always clear what we are meant 
to learn from the Bible’s most troubling 
stories, but if we simply look away, we 
learn nothing.” (p.75) 

Later she goes deeper with what she draws 

from the person of Jesus in contrast with 

these stories:  

On the cross, Jesus chose to align himself 
with victims of suffering rather than the 
inflictors of it. (p.76) 

She also reminds quotes many other scholars, 

providing us with some of their most 

profound insights. For example, in building on 

the image of Christ: 

As Elton Trueblood put it, “The historic 
Christian doctrine of the divinity of Christ 
does not simply mean that Jesus is like 
God. It is far more radical than that. It 
means that God is like Jesus.” (p. 55-56). 

So putting that with what Jesus does on the 

cross reminds us that God too, would rather 

align with those who are suffering than 

commit violence and evil. 

Perhaps Evans’ greatest gift to us is in 

reminding us that the Bible is a collection of 

books from many authors, not one book by 

one author. Therefore it often offers multiple 

opinions on life, God and what it means to 

follow God in life. Wisdom does not come 

easily. She reminds us: 

Wisdom, it seems, is situational. It isn’t 
just about knowing what to say; it’s about 
knowing when to say it. And it’s not just 
about knowing what is true; it’s about 
knowing when it’s true. (p. 98). 

And a little later on the same topic: 

The ancients were not so removed from 
the realities of actual life that they didn’t 
realize wisdom and discernment are 
situational, that what may be wise in one 
context may be foolish in another. (p. 104).  

So not all Bible passages apply to all 

situations, we must carefully seek out, where 

and when they apply. 

If you have not, you should read this book. 

It is well worth it. She will challenge you, 

but also help you to understand the Bible 

in a better way. 1 

Questions for Reflection 
 What Bible stories have troubled you, and how 

have you dealt with that? 

 What difference does Jesus’ example make  

    to you? 

 What helps you know when something is wise  

    or foolish? 
 

1 All quotes from: Evans, Rachel Held. Inspired. Thomas Nelson. 

Kindle Edition  



Here we are: before we know it we’ll be 

celebrating the year 2020, but let’s not get 

too far ahead of ourselves.  The world and 

life go way too fast as it is for most of us.  

And for many the fall season marks many 

things that kick off a busy season ahead, 

from back to school, fall sports and activity 

schedules, school programs, then the steady 

stream of holidays from Halloween to New 

Year’s. But in the midst of our chaos how do 

we find and feel peace?     

I recently found a meme online that 

represented chaos as pouring M&M’s and 

Skittles into the same bowl.   While I laughed 

out loud at that reality, it really doesn’t 

compare to the chaos that many of us may 

have this time of year – after all it’s still just 

a bowl of candy.  So instead of focusing in on 

chaos, I instead did some research about the 

word ‘peace’, the meaning of it, and spent 

time in reflection of what peace is.   

The word ‘peace’ is used 429 times in the 

King James version of the Bible with its first 

mention in Genesis 15:15 with ‘And thou 

shalt go to thy fathers in peace…’.  And I 

found that the word peace originates from 

the Anglo-French pes, and the Old French 

pais, meaning "peace, reconciliation, silence, 

agreement" (11th century).  When checking 

the many versions of the dictionary I found 

that Vocabulary.com defines peace as “a 

stress-free state of security and calmness 

that comes when there's no fighting or war, 

everything coexisting in perfect harmony 

and freedom”.  Whereas in the Merriam-

Webster dictionary there are five definitions 

but the first definition of peace is “a state of 

tranquility or quiet”.  When you feel at peace 

with yourself, you are content to be the 

person you are, flaws and everything.   

Sometimes that is exactly what we need – a 

moment of quiet, and taking a breath with 

God.  Even in our chaotic lives we still need 

to take time for a deep breath, prayer, and to 

be with God.  And that is where our Bible 

and God lead us to peace.  It may not always 

be easy to find that in our day, but we can.  

The Bible also makes reference to rest and 

quiet many times; some of the scriptures 

related to those references are:  

John 14:27 - Peace I leave with you; my 

peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do 

I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, 

neither let them be afraid.   

Matthew 11:28-30  - Come to me, all who 

labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you 

rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from 

me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and 

you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke 

is easy, and my burden is light.   

2 Thessalonians 3:16 - Now may the Lord of 

peace himself give you peace at all times in 

every way. The Lord be with you all.   

And while this verse doesn’t mention the 

word peace, it always gives me great peace 

every time I hear it, see it, read it, or bring it 

to mind:  Psalm 46:10 – “Be still, and know 

that I am God.”    

I hope that whatever chaos we face this 

season, we will turn to the Bible and to God 

and through and with him we can find peace. 

| Melodie Coles, Lay Leader  

Let Peace Overcome Your Chaos 

2   |    Winter 2019       



 

  

The beginning of choir rehearsals is 
already a few months behind us. It's been 
good to be together again and singing with 
the choir each week. Choir in full swing 
again is a sure sign that fall is well 
underway! I hope you've enjoyed their 
presence so far. 
 
Maybe for you, too, fall has its various 
signs of arrival (soon anyway!). If it does 
feel to you like we're starting the "church 
year" again, are you looking for the same, 
the predictable, the routine? Or, in the 
spiritual sense, should we all expect to be a 
bit more challenged, to be taken places we 
didn't expect, even be open to spiritual 
surprises? I know it my work things can 
get so routine so easily – sometimes the 
task of choosing music seems more like 
plugging empty holes in the schedule than 
a creative planning of worship that helps 
us together experience God in a deeper 
way. Even running a choir rehearsal 
becomes routine (some solid routine is 
very good, actually), but things can easily 
get ho-hum for the singers and myself. So 
I'm challenging myself to mix it up a little 
more these next months – my own 
routines, my work priorities, my running a 
rehearsal, my planning time and my 
keyboard practicing. I'm praying it will 
lead to some personal growth and the 
growth of the people around me. How 
about you? Do you like it predictable and 
safe, or are you willing to open yourself up 
to the possibility of some personal and 
spiritual growth? I'm not sure this church 
or any church will survive the times if all 
we expect things to just stay the same. 
 
We've had a few changes in our music 
intern roster since the spring, and we 
regret the moving on of Caroline Lively 
and John Szczotka. But our bass, John 
Burroughs has come back, and we've been 
joined by soprano Antonia Rahe. We're 

delighted to have them with us and will be 
sharing some information about them in 
the months to come. 
 
Amidst the planning and rehearsal of 
anthems and music for our worship 
services, our rehearsals for our annual 
Community Christmas Concert are well 
underway. In fact, at this writing, we have 
just a few rehearsals left! We've chosen the 
cantata "Night of the Father's Love" by 
Pepper Choplin as the framework for the 
concert. We again will have a small 
instrumental ensemble accompanying the 
cantata. The music is a nice mix of original 
tunes and familiar melodies, often cleverly 
woven together. We will be singing some 
carols together, hearing the timeless 
Christmas story in  readings of scripture 
and narrations, written largely by our 
Pastor, Rob McPherson. 
 

The concert will again be on the 
second Sunday of December, this 
year December 8 at 4:00 pm. 
Please mark your calendars if 
you've not done so!  
We had a capacity crowd last year – and 
although it's not just about the number of 
people who attend – the Christmas 
Community Concert represents a great 
deal of work by many. To be able to share 
it with the most people possible is a 
wonderful thing as we reach out into the 
community with the gift of music that 
celebrates the wonderful Christmas story! 
There are posters and invitation cards 
available at the back of the sanctuary or in 
the office. 
 
Although it's a music outreach ministry 
that's been quietly going on for a bit now, 
I'm happy to say that our Early Childhood 
Music Class began again in October and 
finishes up the week of Thanksgiving. The 
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class, for pre-school children and their parents, meets from 5:30 to 6:15 in the Lounge. 
Using a highly developed, nationally recognized music curriculum developed by Michigan 
State University, and an instructor certified to teach it, the class seeks to instill in the 
youngest children the basic building blocks of music – pitch and rhythms. The ten-week 
class this spring averaged about ten children (each with a parent). Though the curriculum 
is not specifically Christian in content, we open each class with a little devotional moment, 
Bible song and prayer. The parents have been exceedingly grateful for this unique offering 
and have commented that "there's nothing else like this available around here."  
 
I continue to hope and pray that our music in worship from week to week will be a blessing 
to us all, to those who come to visit us and, above all, that it honors God. For those of us 
who prepare the music and liturgy we're often amazed how our worship transcends what 
we thought it might be on a Sunday morning. Maybe we expected too much routine and 
didn't expect God to take us to new places in our spiritual lives! But we give thanks to God 
for using our humble gifts for his glory.  
 
For those of you listening 
in the pew, I pray that 
you will receive the 
music in the spirit it is 
offered, and that it will 
inspire you to tell others 
about our worship 
experiences here, and 
that you will invite them 
to come share the 
experience with you.  
 
The Advent and Christmas 
season is often a time 
when people might be 
more open to attending 
church with you – if 
someone has said "no" to 
your invitation once, 
perhaps you might 
consider gently inviting 
them again from time to 
time. One can never know 
how a person's heart and 
situation changes. It's the 
season to "Share the Good 
News!"  | SDG, JO 
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Tent and Treat Harvest Fest 2019  
(See more pictures from the event on Facebook and the website) 

Credence Table | George Snyder built a credence table for the cross in the sanctuary with 

the help of Dick Emery. Here are some pictures during the process and the finished product. 



 Foundation Report |  The Foundation balance was $719,230 on September 30, up from 
$708,394 on June 30 and $670,077 at the start of the year.  There were no donations to the 
Foundation during the quarter.  A distribution of $2,000 was approved for Fellowship Hall 
audio equipment.  The spending target for the year is $35,910 and there is $4,915 still 
unspent. 

The Foundation can be an excellent solution for end-of-year Individual Retirement Account 
(IRA) required minimum distributions (RMD).  Recent tax law changes make it harder to 
deduct charitable contributions.  Instead, use a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD), a 
direct transfer of funds from your IRA payable to a qualified charity.  QCDs can be counted 
toward satisfying your RMD for the year, as long as certain rules are met.  A QCD excludes 
the amount donated from taxable income, unlike regular withdrawals from an IRA.  Talk to 
your tax advisor and your IRA custodian.   Don Gambill,  Foundation Chair  

Missions and Ministries 
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Prayer Requests | Prayers for anyone who is in need of God’s comfort and peace. 
 

Continuing:  Wendy Billman, Jack Bowles, the Brook family, Ruth Brown, Lorna Busch, 
Marie Crall, Aaron Delauter, Cheryl Dohl, Brenda Enright, Kristine Hasty, the family of 
Sandy Klingler, Beth Crapo Liebold, Peggie Long, Linda McKay, Bettie Monroe, Randy Omo, 
Carolyn Parker, Gene Parker, Carlene and Roland Patterson, Jack Reamer, Dick Slagle, Vicki 
Sloan, Tim Walter, Annie Watkins, Maribeth Watkins, Frances Wells, Rev. Tamara Williams  
In Nursing Care or at Home: Sammy Brink, Phyllis Clow, Shirley Connolly, Susie Eichler, 
Lois Fosbender, Bert Hill, Ruth Huston, Jackie Mitchell, Bettie Monroe, Colleen Ridenour  
Serving in the Military: Ricardo Arellano, Isaac Issoe, Emily Mitchell 

Wrapped in God’s Love | You can help with this year’s Wrapped in God’s Love 

ministry by bringing in suggested items to fill Christmas bags that will be distributed at 

the 11:00 am breakfast service on Sunday, December 15.  Traditional Advent calendars 

count the days until Christmas and encourage us with a small gift that we can take on 

each of those days.  We invite you to participate in a reverse Advent calendar – one 

that counts the days until Christmas by encouraging us to give something on each 

of those days.   

 

The calendar provides a list of suggested items that you can collect daily. Cookies and 

specialty breads are most needed.  Reverse Advent calendars can be picked up at the 

church or downloaded from the website. You do not have to collect all of the suggested 

items. Bring in collected items now through December 8.   

 

Share in this ministry – share by giving, share by preparing, share around the table, 

share in prayer, share by wrapping others in God’s love during this Advent season.   

Volunteering is the ultimate exercise in democracy.  You vote in elections once a 

year, but when you volunteer, you vote every day about the kind of community you 

want to live in.   –Author unknown 



NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Nov. 24 
9:30a Worship 

(Sanctuary) 
11a Worship 

(Fellowship Hall) 
12p Advent Setup 

5p Boy Scouts 
5p Handbells    

25 
6:30p Kiwanis 

Board (Lounge) 
6:30p Choir 

8 p Praise Band  
  

26 
12p Kiwanis 
5:30p Early 

Childhood Music 
(Lounge) 

  
 
 

27 
 

28     Thanksgiving 
Office Closed 

  
 

29  
Office Closed 

  

30 
 

Dec. 1    
9:30a Worship 

(Sanctuary) 
11a Worship 

(Fellowship Hall) 
5p Boy Scouts 

 
  
  

2 
7p Ad Board  

3 
12p Kiwanis 
6p Lions Club 

7:30p Handbells   
 
  
 

4        
9:30a Bible Study 
6:30p Bible Study 

  
  
 
 
 

5 
11a -4:45p Red 

Cross Blood Drive 
1p Quilters  
6:30p Choir 

8 p Praise Band  
 
 
 

6 
 
 

7        
9:30a-12p  
Christmas 
Concert  

Rehearsal  
11a- 5p Vintage 
Racers Potluck 

1-4p HCSA Dress 
Rehearsal 

8              
9:30a Worship 

(Sanctuary) 
11a Worship 

(Fellowship Hall) 
4p Community 

Christmas 
Concert 

5p Boy Scouts 
  

9 
5:30p Trustees 

 
 

10  
12p Kiwanis 

6:30p Finance 
7:30p Handbells   

  
 

11       
9:30a Bible Study 
6:30p Bible Study 

  
  
 

12 
1p Quilters  
6:30p Choir  

8p Praise Band 
 
 
  
 
 
 

13 
  
 

14          
9a HCSA 

Rehearsal  

15              
9:30a Worship

(Sanctuary)  
11a Worship with 

breakfast/ 
Wrapped in 

God’s Love 
3p HCSA Winter 

Recital  

16 
6p Worship 
Committee  

  
 
 

 

  
 

17        
5;30p KJP Board 
6:30p Habitat for 

Humanity 
7:30p Handbells   

 
 
 
 

 18       
9:30a Bible Study 

6p MJT Circle 
6:30p Bible Study 

 
 
 

  
 

19 
1p Quilters  
6:30p Choir  

8p Praise Band 
  

20 
NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 

21 
  

22 
9:30a Worship 

(Sanctuary) 
11a Worship 

(Fellowship Hall) 
5p Boy Scouts 

23 
 

24 Christmas Eve 
Office Closed 

7p Christmas Eve 
Worship 

11p Christmas Eve 
Worship 

25 Christmas Day 
Office Closed 

 

26  
 
27 28 

29 
9:30a Worship 

(Sanctuary) 
11a Worship 

(Fellowship Hall) 

30 31 
New Year’s Eve 

Office Closed 
 

January 1, 2020 
New Year’s Day 

Office Closed 

2 3 4 
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