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Hillsdale First United Methodist Church
The Widow’s Mite Might!
Reflection 5: A Word: Newsletter Edition
Have you ever wished you had a magic wand,
could say a magic word like “abracadabra” and
could change someone’s day? What if I told that
your word is your wand. Florence Scovel Shinn
said a profound thing in a book by that name
almost 100 years ago:
[Our] word is [our] wand filled
with magic and power! Jesus
Christ emphasized the power of
the word; “By thy words thou
shalt be justified and by thy
words thou shalt be condemned,”
and “death and life are in power
of the tongue.” So [we have]
power to change an unhappy
condition by waving over it the
wand of [our] word.
Unfortunately Florence Scovel Shinn was actually
thinking that you could just pray for money and it
would be there, so she missed the power of her
own statement. She was focused on using words
magically to improve our own life rather than the
power of words to change the lives of others. But
she was right that words are like a magic wand,
and as we wave them about they bring life and
death.
How much difference can one little word make?
After all we say about 130 words a minute, so a
word or two in the course of a day is insignificant
in terms of the time they take to communicate.
In the Bible, words change and shape creation.
“Let there be light! And there was light.” Jesus
himself is called the Word of God. “In the
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God.” Jesus utters just two
words and resurrects a dead girl. “Taking her
hand, he said to her, ‘Talitha koum,’ which means,

‘Young woman, get up.’ Suddenly the young
woman got up and began to walk around.”
Now, I am not saying that simply by saying a word
you can create light, or that you can raise the dead
(that’s sort of what Shinn was trying to say), but
rather that every word we speak has power to
heal or to harm those to whom we speak those
words. Most of us can think back to a time when
one word caused us great pain – it was probably
an insult or a word spoken in anger toward us.
And most of us have probably wounded someone
else with a word or two. On the other hand, a
single word spoken in love and encouragement
can bring hope and life. And we remember when
people have done that for us also, when a single
word lifted us up, brightened our day, and
changed the course of our week.
Words have deep power, like the two coins the
widow put into the treasury – they have impact far
beyond their size. So give encouraging words as
gifts to those around you, wave your magic wand
and bring healing to the people you meet, be
magicians of joy and peace simply by your words.
Questions for reflection:
• When have you been hurt by a word?
• When have you been encouraged and healed
by a word?
• How can your words be part of the prayers,
presence, gifts, service, and witness that you
dedicate to God on this day?

Pastor Rob

From the Director of Music

By Heaven’s
Light
A CELEBRATION OF
CHRISTMAS IN SCRIPTURE
AND SONG

This construction thing is getting old. The music
room/music office space for Renee and me has
turned into a mega-multi use facility: office space
for Rockford superintendents, meeting room for
many different groups, storage space for who
knows what all, entrance for various functions,
etc., and it is a mess. Dust and stuff everywhere.
However just before I sat down to write this, I
witnessed the first new toilet flushing, and two
new sinks with running water (and apparently,
drains that work.) So perhaps the end is in sight!
I had hoped to play an organ recital again this fall,
but it was difficult to know just when to plan one
since the organ is out of action until truly all the
dust has settled (and hopefully not in the organ!)
We've also had to delay our fall session of the
Early Childhood Music Classes that we began a
year ago. We've had pretty good success reaching
out with that program and regret having now to
wait until January to resume classes. And,
planning for our 11:00 am worship service's
move back to the Fellowship Hall at some point
will be most welcome. I particularly like Pastor
Rob's metaphor for this building project – we're
nearly finished stringing our instrument and will
soon be ready to play it full tilt.

SUNDAY,
DECEMBER 9
4:00 pm
with the
Hillsdale First UMC
Chancel Choir
Handbell Choir
and
Guest Chamber Orchestra

It's time again to think seriously about our annual
Christmas concert coming up on December 9 at
4:00 pm. The Chancel Choir is preparing a
collection of Christmas choral arrangements
entitled "By Heaven's Light," a mix of original and
traditional arrangements by Allen Pote that tells
the timeless story of God's love through the gift of
the Baby Jesus. These selections are interspersed
with appropriate scripture lessons and reflections
that tie the themes of scripture and music
together. The choir will be accompanied by a
small instrumental ensemble that includes oboe,
flute, trumpet, horn, cello, bass, percussion, and
piano.
Continued on next page
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From the Director of Music
Our Handbell Choir is preparing some lovely music for this concert also. As always, all of
us together will sing some of the great traditional carols of the season!
You know, the main purpose of these Christmas Concerts is not simply so we can say
"we've done it again." Instead it's a very purposeful effort to share the timeless story of
Christ's birth with our community in a very special way. For us, as a congregation, it’s a
prime opportunity for us to invite others to attend – truly a reaching out to those around
us. Christmas is a unique time of year – full of joy and good things, but also a time when
many people are hurting and experiencing deep pain or loss. I've always felt that
Christmas time is one of several seasons in people's lives when their hearts may be more
open than other times. Perhaps folks might come to see God's love in a new and fresh way
by attending this concert, or maybe even experience God's love for the first time!
I just saw a summary poll of how people begin to attend church worship services or any
church programming like our Christmas Concert. It's not clear from what I read if the folks
surveyed never attended church at all, or perhaps once attended but no longer. But the
statistics of how people begin to attend some church events are: Advertising - 2%;
Organized visitation - 6%; Visit by the pastor - 6%; A friend invited me - 86%.
So plan now to invite
someone to our concert
this year! And do it
soon. Pray that God will
use this program of
worship, music, food,
and fellowship to reach
many in our community
with the love of Jesus.
Not inviting someone is
an opportunity lost!
SDG, JO

The 2017 Chancel Choir in rehearsal for last year’s Christmas concert.
This year’s concert will be on December 9 at 4:00 pm.

Reverse Advent Calendar | Traditional Advent calendars count the days until
Christmas and encourage us with a small gift to take on each of those days. Again this
year a reverse Advent calendar will be available – one that counts the days until
Christmas by encouraging us to give something on each of those days. The calendar
suggests items that you can collect daily, but there is no need to collect everything.
Each Sunday from November 18 through December 9 you may bring your collected
items to the church for distribution at our Wrapped in God’s Love breakfast service at
11:00 am on December 16. Calendars will be available at the back of the Sanctuary.
Share God’s love through this ministry during this Advent season.
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God Cares For Each Of Us

The other day I was at the hospital for some
lab work (just the normal stuff), and I
noticed the waiting room was rather full. As
I walked to the counter to sign in, I noticed a
seat that was open, so after signing in I took
my place among those waiting to hear their
name be called. I had a bit of a wait, and
there were those who came in after me who
were called before me. As I sat there, I
noticed how very different many of us are
on the surface. There was the older couple,
with the husband tending to his wife in the
wheelchair, who seemed so sweet to each
other. A mother was with her teenage son,
and I overheard her asking if he wanted to
make the appointments going forward or if
he preferred she handled that. You could
tell he was at an age when parents begin
encouraging their young adult children to
get used to having to handle things on their
own. And then there were the two ladies
who sat side by side, but were strangers to
one another. One put her waiting time into a
book she had brought with her to read, and
the other sat for a few minutes, then paced
back and forth, then sat again for just a few
moments, then went back to pacing. Some
of us seemed calm, others a bit anxious, but
together we all had to wait for our name to
be called.
Because of privacy, none of us sharing that
space together ever really knew why the
others were there – I assumed some were
4 | November 2018

waiting for X-rays, some possibly for blood
work, and others maybe were there for
physical therapy, or even prep for surgery.
What I did notice was that while we are all
different on the surface, we all shared that
waiting room equally.
Individually, we
could have been facing something minor or
something that would turn our world upside
down – but in that moment, as different as
we all were, we were still really the same.
Something had brought each of us to the
hospital that day – a day that will probably
never repeat itself exactly in the same way
again. I will probably never cross paths with
most, or any, of those people ever again in
my life. So as I sat there, I recognized that
this was a one and only chance to pray for
this particular group of people, 14 people
total. People who seemed all so different,
but maybe really weren’t that different after
all. I tried to think of what scripture would
best fit this situation, and I referred back to
one of my all-time favorite scriptures, 1
Peter 5:7 “[Cast] all your care upon him, for
he cares for you.” And without hesitation, I
just looked at each person for a moment and
silently prayed one by one for them, that
they would have faith to know they could
cast all their cares on God, whatever those
cares were that brought them to the waiting
room that day. And I prayed that each of us
in that room would know a relationship
with God, whether it be a lifelong one or a
new one just starting.
Sometimes we’ll find ourselves in a room
full of people we’ve never met before. Why
not take those moments and offer God’s love
in a friendly smile, in a kind word, or in a
silent prayer. We may never know what
effect it might have, but we can trust that
God will hear our prayers and will care for
each of us. | Melodie Coles, Lay Leader

Team Updates
Missions: Heifer International | The focus
for missions giving for November and
December is the Heifer International
organization. Heifer empowers families to
turn hunger and poverty into hope and
prosperity, but the approach is much more
than just giving families a handout. Heifer
links communities and helps bring
sustainable agriculture and commerce to
areas with a long history of poverty.
Animals provided by Heifer supply partners with both food and reliable income, as
agricultural products such as milk, eggs and honey can be traded or sold at market.
Your prayers for this mission and your contributions to Heifer will bring hope in the
name of Christ to our neighbors in this country and throughout the world.
Foundation Report | The Hillsdale First United Methodist Church Foundation was
established in 1997 to supplement both the church’s established programs and also nonbudgeted programs. The Foundation balance was $740,345 on September 30, up from
$729,501 on June 30 and up from $731,661 at the start of the year. All balances include
approved commitments that have not yet been paid, which were $36,895 on September
30. There were no donations to the Foundation last quarter.

Distributions totaling $26,895 were approved, including $11,900 for the steeple repair
project, and $14,995 for the parsonage roof that will be done in the spring. The
spending target for the year is $37,935, and there is $11,380 available for this
year. Unused funds will be carried forward to next year. Commitments of $24,995 have
been approved against the 2019 spending target, which is estimated to be between
$25,000 and $30,000 plus whatever is carried forward from 2018.
The Foundation can be an excellent solution for end-of-year Individual Retirement
Account (IRA) required minimum distributions (RMDs). Tax law changes make it harder
to deduct charitable contributions. Instead, use a Qualified Charitable Distribution
(QCD), a direct transfer of funds from your IRA payable to a qualified charity. QCDs can be
counted toward satisfying your RMD for the year, as long as certain rules are met. A QCD
excludes the amount donated from taxable income, unlike regular withdrawals from an
IRA. Don't take my word for it...talk to your tax advisor and your IRA custodian!
The Foundation accepts cash and non-cash gifts and bequests, including corporate stock,
mutual funds, bonds, bank deposits, real estate, precious gems and metals, and other items
deemed acceptable by the Foundation Committee. The Foundation has not received any
gifts or bequests in many years. Please consider the Foundation as you create or update
your estate plan. Donations may be tax deductible. If you have questions about the
Foundation, you may contact Don Gambill or any member of the Foundation or Finance
committees. | Don Gambill, Foundation Chair
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Building Renovation Update
The elevator is installed (right)
and awaiting state inspection
on November 19. The final
walk-through by the architects
will be on Friday, November 2.
The “punch” list that will follow
that visit will require having
workers return to spot finish
items and schedule a final
professional cleaning before the
building is officially released
and we can once again occupy
all rooms, old and new.
Work is still being done on
boilers
to
provide
heat
throughout the building. The
narthex bathroom is functional,
and the multi-stall bathrooms
on the office floor are tiled and
semi-functional.
The Fellowship Hall, preschool
hallway, and office hallways
have been repainted and new
ceiling lights have been
installed. Flooring still needs to
be done.

Because the elevator will not be operational by November 18, the
building dedication is being postponed until January 20.
We appreciate your continued prayers and patience.
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Steeple Replacement Project
Trustees Report | The Trustees
have contracted with Hillsdale’s
Foulke Construction and with the
“Steeple People”, Campbellsville
Industries in Kentucky, to install a
new steeple to replace the one
damaged by lightning several years
ago. Before installation can begin,
the brick tower was inspected and
required new supports to withstand
the windload for the new 40-foot
steeple. Foulke will begin installing
the steel supports beginning on
November 5, weather permitting.
Matt Taylor, P.E., of Foulke
Construction has been invaluable in
coordinating the project with the
Trustees and Dave Manning from
Campbellsville.
The steeple will be fabricated of
aluminum with a Colonial White
finish. The cross and ball will be
medium bronze.
The project is being funded from
multiple sources that include
insurance, Finance and Foundation
funds, memorial gifts, and personal
contributions.
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Tent and Treat 2018
ONE Team: Tent and Treat Fall Fest
2018 | There was a great turnout on a
chilly, drizzly October 27 for our annual
Fall Fest! A new highlight this year was the
petting zoo and pony rides offered by Tom
and Kim Salsbury of Jonesville through
Chamberlin Pony Rides. Nearly 200
hotdogs were served to our guests, many of
whom came in costume. Volunteers also
manned tables and offered carnival games,
treat bags, candy, and other giveaways.
Pastor Rob and Kristi greeted guests with puppets, Ayah and Levi
(who posed for this event as “Nessie” the Loch Ness monster).
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Circle News
Mary Jean Tennant Circle SNOOP Party | The Mary Jean Tennant Circle would like to
invite the women of the church to their annual SNOOP Party on Wednesday,
November 14, at 6:00 pm in the Lounge. Refreshments will be served. Please bring a
new gift of a $10.00 value unwrapped in a bag (so you can “snoop” at it).
For more information, contact Jan Tesch at 439-9578.

Giving Tuesday

United Methodists will once again come together on #GivingTuesday, November 27, to
support millions of people around the world who are working to create a better future for
their communities. In 2017, millions of people from 150 countries raised over
$300,000,000 on Giving Tuesday.
Giving through The Advance empowers hundreds of dedicated project leaders and
missionaries to share the love of Christ in meaningful, life-saving ways.
As always, 100% of all giving will support your designated Advance ministry!
How will you #GiveUMC? To find a project you are passionate about and make an online
donation, go to www.umcmission.org/giving-tuesday/givingtuesday.
Help increase the impact of #GivingTuesday and ADVANCE HOPE, ADVANCE LOVE, and
ADVANCE HEALING here at home and round the world.
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Bulletin Board Headlines
Prayer Requests Prayers for anyone who is
in need of God’s comfort and peace.
Current: Those named saints and those we
carry in our hearts.
Continuing: Wendy Billman, Jack Bowles,
Ruth Brown, Lorna Busch, Marie Crall, Aaron
Delauter, Mike Hamilton, Kristine Hasty, Pat
Laurell, Destiney Lower, Beth Crapo Liebold,
Peg Long, Bettie Monroe, Carolyn Parker,
Gene Parker, Jack Reamer, Betty Scheibner,
Maribeth Watkins, Gary Welch, Frances
Wells, Rev. Tamara Williams
In Nursing Care or at Home: Dorothy
Aspinall (in Illinois), Sammy Brink, B.J. Clark,
Shirley Connolly, Susie Eichler, Lois
Fosbender, Bert Hill, Ruth Huston, Jackie
Mitchell, Bettie Monroe, Colleen Ridenour,
Betty Scheibner
Serving in the Military: Ricardo Arellano,
Emily Mitchell

November

December

Anniversaries
1 Carlene & Roland
Patterson
24 Rick & Sheri Piper
27 Marvin & Elaine Rich

Anniversaries
13 Tim & Sue Walter

Birthdays
1 Tom Holland
6 Nancy Payne
9 Jackie Mitchell
14 Joel Fontana
15 Chrissy Coles
28 Dick Curtis
28 Katie Holland
28 Sonja Slagle

Note of Thanks | Ardice (Casarda’s) family
wants to thank you for your prayers and all your
help with Ardice’s funeral and lunch. Ardice so
enjoyed being a part of your church family.
Prayers and blessings to you all. | Phyllis
Sharpsteen (Ardice’s sister)

District News
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Birthdays
3 Erin Caldwell
5 Bettie Monroe
6 Ethan Amburgey
8 Janet Lee
13 Peg Long
20 Holly Scheibner
21 Taylor Lee
23 Rick Lee
24 Kerri Nash
26 Marla Bowen
28 Marlene Risedorph

NOVEMBER 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1

2
6:30p Choir
8p Praise Band

4

9:30a Worship 5
(Sanctuary)
11a Worship
(Sanctuary)
1:30p ArtWorks
Competition
(HFPC)
7p Boy Scouts

6
6p Lions Club
7:30p Handbells

7
8
6:30p Radio Club
Board

Sat
3
Selzer’s Final
Building Walk
Through

9

10

3p Love INC
6:30p Choir
8p Praise Band

11 9:30a Worship 12
13
14
15
16
(Sanctuary)
5:30p Trustees
6:30p Finance 9:30a Bible Study
6:30p Choir
11a Worship
7:30p Handbells 6:30p Bible Study
7p Radio Club
(Sanctuary)
6p MJT Circle
8p Praise Band
12:15p Choir
SNOOP Party
Lunch and
Rehearsal
7p Boy Scouts
18 9:30a Worship 19
20
21
22
23
(Sanctuary)
5:30p Worship
7:30p Handbells 9:30a Bible Study
THANKSGIVING
11a Worship/
Team
6:30p Bible Study
DAY—Office
breakfast
6:30p Choir
NEWSLETTER
Closed
(Elks)
8p Praise Band
DEADLINE
7p Boy Scouts

25 9:30a Worship 26
(Sanctuary)
11a Worship
(Sanctuary)
7p Boy Scouts
7p Singspiration
(Litchfield)

7p Ad Board

27
28
29
30
7:30p Handbells 9:30a Bible Study
6:30p Choir
6:30p Bible Study
8p Praise Band

17
Love INC
Festival of Love
(Johnny T’s
Bistro)

24
Office Closed

Christmas Concert

DECEMBER 9, 4:00 PM
By Heaven’s Light
A Celebration of Christmas in Scripture and Song
Featuring the Chancel and Handbell Choirs and Guest Orchestra

November

Hillsdale First United Methodist Church
45 N. Manning St , Hillsdale, MI 49242
517.437.3681 | office.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com
www.hillsdalefirstumc.com
facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Pastor: Rev. Rob McPherson
mcpherson.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com
Director of Music: John Ourensma
ourensma.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com
Associate Director of Music: Renee Nestorak
nestorak.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com
Church Administrator/Director of Youth Ministries
Pam Laurell, laurell.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com
Facilities Supervisor: Jeff Kornak
kornak.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com
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