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Hillsdale First United Methodist Church
Transitions
At one of our community dinners last spring, a woman who I did not even know said to me, “I
hear that you are retiring, I’m going to miss you.” Well, I had to say to her that I wasn’t retiring
immediately and I hoped that we would have time yet to get to know one another better.
Rumors start in all kinds of ways, sometimes based on speculation, sometimes based on
feelings, and sometimes based on fact. The fact now is that I will retire on July 1, 2018, after 25
years serving the church in staff positions and as a pastor. I have recently requested
retirement from Bishop Bard and the Board of Ordained Ministry. The Staff-Parish Relations
Committee and I are working through transition details.
Thinking about retirement, I couldn’t help but remember that the whole of my life has been
influenced by the Church: the church that follows the teachings of Jesus Christ, the church that
embodies the grace and promise of God, the church that is strengthened and inspired by the
Holy Spirit. Throughout my lifetime, there have been faithful people who have nurtured,
supported, encouraged, and challenged me on this journey of faith and of promise. I will
always be grateful for the role of the church in my life and want you all to know just how
important you are to children, young people, and adults in encouraging a life of faith and
promise.
You are the church who nurtures, supports, encourages, challenges, and invites others into a
relationship with God through Jesus Christ. As individuals and as a congregation, you make it
happen.
God bless you all in this ministry to which we are all called.
Pastor Pat
What happens next?
Pastoral appointment in the United Methodist Church is made by the Bishop in consultation
with District Superintendents. The Albion District Superintendent, Rev. Dale Miller, will work
closely with our Staff-Parish Relations Committee to develop a congregational profile that
clearly defines the resources and needs of this congregation. An announcement of the
appointment of a pastor to begin serving here on July 1, 2018 will be made sometime in the
spring. The SPRC, staff, and I are already making plans for a smooth transition.
I invite your prayers for Bishop Bard, District Superintendent Miller,
the SPRC, staff, and me during this time of transition.
In God’s mercy and grace,
Pastor Pat

Advent and Christmas
What will we do on Christmas Eve? | December 24 this year is both the Fourth Sunday of
Advent and Christmas Eve. So this year on Sunday, December 24, we will have one worship
service in the morning – at 9:30 am only – and two services in the evening, one at 7:00 pm and
one at 11:00 pm.
On Sunday morning, December 24, we will worship using the readings for the Fourth Sunday of
Advent, which this year include passages of the angel Gabriel speaking to Mary about a holy child,
the Son of God, who will be born to her, as well as Mary’s response to his proclamation. Both
readings are important as we prepare for Christ’s birth.
The evening services on December 24 will be similar to each other, but different. Both will tell
the story … the story of Christ’s birth and the prophecies leading up to it. Both will include candle
lighting during the singing of Silent Night. But there will be some differences in the readings, the
carols, the anthems, and the word that is preached. Come to one or to both to celebrate the birth
of the Christ child!
So mark your calendars and make your plans, remembering always that at Christmas, we
celebrate and give praise to God for the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
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Reverse Advent Calendar | Traditional Advent calendars count the days until Christmas and
encourage us with a small gift to take on each of those days. Again this year a reverse Advent
calendar is available – one that counts the days until Christmas by encouraging us to give
something on each of those days. The calendar suggests items that you can collect daily, but
there is no need to collect everything. Each Sunday from November 19 through December 10
you may bring your collected items to the church for distribution at our Wrapped in God’s
Love breakfast service at 11:00 am on December 17. Calendars are available in the office or at
the back of the Sanctuary. Share God’s love through this ministry during this Advent season.
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There in the Center Is Where God Is
We have recently heard, through our Bible studies and also in some of Pastor Pat’s messages,
how in Exodus, God provides the design for the ark of the covenant. The ark of the covenant was
a sacred chest made by the ancient Israelites according to the command and design of God. It
housed and protected “the Testimony,” the Ten Commandments written on two stone tablets. In
detail, scripture described that two cherubim should sit on top of the cover with wings
outstretched toward each other. And there in the space between the cherubim – in that opening
between them, between wings outstretched toward one another – that is where God is present.
As I studied the picture presented during the message that day, and then studied it again on my
own, I found myself thinking about how that image and that word of scripture also gives
directions to us, showing us how we should be as Christians. As we are serving and living, we
should do so with outstretched arms toward others, so that between us, God can be with us there.
Within our hearts is where God is living and present, so as we stretch out our arms toward
another, we are sharing his love “between us”. Sharing that love of God in that way can open up a
relationship for others to also know him, and to feel his love, and embrace his presence in the
center of their lives.
As I thought more about the ark’s image, it became clearer to me that “the space between” –
where God is – should be evident in every aspect of our lives. I like the thought that in the center
of our being is God. And in the center of our relationships, the center of all of our interactions,
the center of our thoughts, our speech, our work, our community – in the center between
everything, God is also.
It brings a great peace to me to look at it in that way, using the ark of the covenant as that image.
I hope that as you read Exodus 25:18-22, you too will be reminded of where God lives, not only in
the space between the wings of the cherubim on the ark of the covenant, but also within each of
us. And with outstretched arms we can serve the Lord and keep him at the center of all we do.
There, in the center of everything, is God. | Melodie Coles, Lay Leader

“And there I will meet with you…”
Exodus 25:22
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From the Director of Music

Were You There
On That
Christmas Night?
A CELEBRATION OF
CHRISTMAS IN
SCRIPTURE AND SONG

SUNDAY,
DECEMBER 10
4:00 pm
with the
Hillsdale First UMC
Chancel Choir
Handbell Choir
and
Guest Chamber Orchestra

It feels a bit odd not playing an organ recital this fall as I
have for the past four years– but I'd planned it that way in
order to be able to spend more time working out the many
details and rehearsing for the 175th Anniversary worship
service on October 1, while also working on preparations
for our annual Christmas program and all the other music
of the season(s). While it may not always be obvious
unless you're involved in it, planning and rehearsing
music begins many weeks ahead of the service it's
planned for.
I'm very excited to share the news about our five-week
Early Childhood Music Class, for ages 3-5, that has been
meeting on Tuesday afternoons since early October. It's a
class using a time-honored curriculum developed by the
music education faculty at Michigan State University and
used at the MSU Community Music School in East Lansing.
We have been blessed to be able to freely use the
curriculum and publicity materials from that institution as
well as engage the services of a teacher experienced with
this unique curriculum. We've had about ten students who
attend with one or both of their parents. Basically, so far
the class has been a success and we plan to offer
continuing sessions beginning in January. While the
curriculum is not specifically Christian-based music, we,
as hosts and organizers of the program, take a few
minutes before each class to do a brief devotional and
opening prayer. We hope to develop warm and caring
relationships with these children and their families, and
share the love of Christ with them through our witness. I
became a fan of this particular early childhood music
curriculum when Laurel and I enrolled our son in an MSU
satellite class in Battle Creek some 24 years ago…
It's not too early to be thinking about our annual
Christmas program coming up on Sunday, December 10
at 4:00 pm. The Chancel Choir is preparing a collection of
Christmas choral arrangements entitled "Were You There
on That Christmas Night?" by Lloyd Larson. The program
will be an uplifting celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ
through choral music, selections for handbells, scripture
readings, and brief reflections. This annual event will
again include the spirited singing of familiar Christmas
carols by choir and audience.
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The program consists of eight very listenable music
selections that include some original music as well as
arrangements of more familiar tunes. These are
interspersed with appropriate scripture lessons and
reflections that tie the themes of scripture and music
together. The cantata will be accompanied by a chamber
orchestra made up of Hillsdale College students. Our
Handbell Choir is preparing some lovely music for this
concert also. As always, all of us together will sing some of
the great traditional carols of the season!
The title of the cantata at first made me think of the Good
Friday spiritual "Were You There When They Crucified My
Lord." And there really is a neat parallel there – were you
there in the sense that we believe Jesus came, died, and
rose again for us… Were you there when Christ was born
because you believe he came for you? Were you there
when Christ was crucified because you believe he died for
you? Were you there when Christ arose because it was his
resurrection from the dead that gave you eternal life?
Were You There… – a phrase that should make us think
about and reevaluate the nature of our living relationship
with God in Christ.
While we offer these Community Concerts simply as a
musical gift, sharing the timeless story of Christ's birth
with all, they also offer prime opportunities for all of us to
invite others to attend. We never know what people might
be going through in their personal lives, or if even they
know God and God's love through Jesus. I've always felt
that Christmas is one of several seasons in people's lives
when their hearts may be more open than at other times.
Perhaps folks might come to see God's love in a new and
fresh way by attending this concert, or maybe they will
even experience God's love for the first time!
But inviting them is up to you! Let's pray that God will
use this program of worship, music, food, and fellowship
to reach many in our community with the love of Jesus.
Not inviting someone is an opportunity lost!

Also Coming
in December
December 17
Wrapped in God’s Love
after the 11:00 am
Breakfast Service
in the Fellowship Hall

December 18
Karan Jenkins Preschool
Christmas Program
6:00 pm, Sanctuary

December 24
Morning Worship
9:30 am
(one service only)
Candlelight Worship
7:00 pm and 11:00 pm

Though December isn't far away, we look forward yet this
month to our weekly fare of musical offerings from the
choir, the handbell choir on November 12, as well as a
variety of anthems, hymns, and songs that reflect the
theme of the scripture and preaching for the day. | SDG, JO
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Team Updates
Building Committee | Your Building Committee has received the construction plans from the
architect firm, so the bidding process will soon begin. The Charge Conference to adopt the plans
and proceed was held on Saturday, October 21 in the Sanctuary. Our District Superintendent Rev.
Dr. Dale M. Miller presided. A conference summary follows on the next page.
Since construction is scheduled to begin April 2018, the plan will allow for activities to continue
for another liturgical season of Advent through Easter and will provide adequate preparation for
the bidding to be held. The heating system is expected to function for at least another winter.
The 2017 pledges are being received for the three year capital campaign for “Our Heritage, Our
Turn, God’s Tomorrow”. Please continue to pray for the project and honor those pledges.
Payments can be made in your offering envelopes by indicating the specific pledge amount.
Now we are seeing the next steps in using our resources wisely to make our building a welcoming
place for all God’s children. Your Building Committee is meeting monthly to work on the details of
this project. Your continued prayers are appreciated. | Barb Vallieu, Building Committee
Foundation | The Foundation balance was $714,575 on September 30, up from $706,595 on
June 30 and $670,166 at the beginning of the year. We've been blessed with good results for our
investments so far this year.
There were no donations to the Foundation during the quarter. Two distributions were
approved, including $1,000 for a college scholarship and $800 for a new early childhood music
program.
Total income for the year is expected to be about $27,000. So far this year $15,790 in
distributions have been approved, including a $10,000 donation to the capital campaign, Our
Heritage, Our Turn, God’s Tomorrow. The committee intends to utilize all of the available
income.
The Foundation accepts cash and non-cash gifts and bequests, including corporate stock, mutual
funds, bonds, bank deposits, real estate, precious gems and metals, and other items deemed
acceptable by the Foundation Committee. The Foundation has not received any gifts or
bequests in many years. Please consider the Foundation as you create or update your estate
plan. The Foundation can be an excellent solution for end-of-year retirement account required
minimum distributions. Donations are tax deductible. Questions about the Foundation can be
directed to Don Gambill or any member of the Foundation or Finance committees.
Don Gambill, Foundation Chair
Ushers and Greeters | Ushers and Greeters are frontline ministers of welcome and serve as
hosts for worship. Their role is critically important to set the tone of welcome and hospitality for
the congregation. The Worship Team is still hoping to add to the list of folks willing to take a
turn at ushering and greeting on Sunday mornings. This ministry is an important part of
welcoming the congregation and visitors to worship. Won't you consider stepping forward to
help out? Please contact the office if you'd like to serve. | Worship Team
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Church Conferences
Charge Conference, Saturday, October 21 | A special church conference was held on Saturday,
October 21, conducted by District Superintendent Rev. Dr. Dale Miller. The sole purpose of this
conference was to consider the motion to adopt the building plans and proceed with the project.
Building Committee Chair, Barb Vallieu, made the following motion to those in attendance:
“Having secured the authorization of the church conference to proceed and electing a building
committee at the church conference of Hillsdale First United Methodist Church on November 10,
2016, and preliminary approval by the district board of church location and building on
February 7, 2017, the same building committee now moves approval of this plan to add an
elevator and renovate the heating system of the church building and so to begin the building
project.”
The motion was seconded by Rick Piper and carried unanimously. The meeting was adjourned
with a motion by Don Gambill, supported by Sue Walter. Formal minutes of the meeting are also
on file in the church office.
Church Conference, Sunday, November 12, 3:00 pm | District Superintendent, Rev. Dr. Dale
Miller, will conduct our 2017 Church Conference in the Sanctuary on Sunday, November 12, at
3:00 pm. Church Conference is the annual congregational meeting that sets the course for all
ministry in the year ahead. Ministries are affirmed and leadership is set so that the mission and
vision of God for this church in this time and place can be carried out.
Action items at the November 12 conference will include the election of church leadership for
2018 and setting pastoral compensation and allowances. As in the past, the conference will be
conducted within a worshipful service that will include scripture and choral anthems.
All are invited to participate. Members who are present may vote.
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Missions and Ministries
Heifer International | The November Monthly Mission Project is Heifer International. Their
mission is to work with communities to end world hunger and poverty, but the approach is much
more than just giving families a handout. Heifer links communities and helps bring sustainable
agriculture and commerce to areas with a long history of poverty. Heifer International projects
serve global areas including Southern Africa, Cambodia, Ecuador, Peru, and Bolivia. Heifer USA
also works across Arkansas to create good jobs and wealth. Though Arkansas is rich with natural
resources, it has long struggled with poverty. One in four Arkansans struggle with hunger, and
unemployment rates in the region are above the national average. Heifer uses a farmer-owned
business model to transform the way people and communities produce, sell, and eat their food.
This improves local economies, increases local food production, feeds schools and families, and
ignites change throughout entire communities. More information can be found on the Missions
bulletin board, and we invite your prayers and support this month. | Missions Team
Missionaries Delbert and Sandy Groves | The Missions Team hosted a potluck supper on
October 30 to welcome missionaries Rev. Delbert Groves and his wife Sandy. After dinner, the
Groves gave a presentation of the various ministries offered through New Life Center Zambia.
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ONE Team: Tent and Treat , October 28
Nearly 200 guests braved a cold and windy
Saturday for an afternoon of fun, treats,
games, hot dogs, cider, and popcorn. Games
and giveaways took place under a tent on the
front lawn, and thanks to enthusiastic ONE
Team members and church volunteers, all
those who attended shared in warm food and
fellowship despite the blustery day.

Mary Jean Tennant Circle SNOOP Party | The Mary Jean Tennant Circle would like to invite
the women of the church to their annual SNOOP Party on Wednesday, November 15, at
7:00 pm in the Lounge. Refreshments will be served. Please bring a new gift of a $10.00
value unwrapped in a bag (so you can “snoop” at it). Rides can be provided. If you need a ride,
please call Gail Clow at 607-6081, or Jan Tesch at 439-9578.
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Bulletin Board Headlines
Prayer Requests | Prayers for anyone who is in
need of God’s comfort and peace.
Current: Tim Walter
Continuing: Pat and Tom Bildner, Jack Bowles,
Jackie Budd, Lorna Busch, Shirley Connolly, Ethel
Ferguson, Lynn George, Kristine Hasty, Larry
Jackson, Sue Kinney, Pat Laurell, Jim and Bev Marks,
Bettie Monroe, Carolyn Parker, Gene Parker, Betty
Scheibner, Maggie Swan, Daryl Sweet, Carol Tindall,
Rev. Tamara Williams
In Nursing Care or at Home: Lorna Amsbaugh,
Dorothy Aspinall (in Illinois), Sammy Brink, B.J.
Clark, Shirley Connolly, Susie Eichler, Lois
Fosbender, Bev Hart, Bert Hill, Ruth Huston, Jackie
Mitchell, Bettie Monroe, Colleen Ridenour, Bob
Scholl, Carol Tindall
Serving in the Military: Ricardo Arellano, Emily
Mitchell

Note of Thanks | [I enjoy] your
newsletter that you have sent to
me since I came to Grand Rapids
17 months ago. I attended your
delightful music events and
enjoyed the gourmet spreads
afterward, as well as many of the
Community Dinners. I was a
member of the Presbyterian
church across from you for many
years. I miss many things in
Hillsdale, but have continued to
enjoy the articles Melodie writes,
and Pastor Pat, and the news from
HFUMC… Thank you and may
God’s blessing be with you all.
| Lorna Amsbaugh

November
Anniversaries
1
Roland and Carlene Patterson
1
Rick and Sheri Piper
8
Marvin and Elaine Rich
Birthdays
1
Tom Holland
6
Nancy Payne
9
Jackie Mitchell
14
Joel Fontana
15
Chrissy Coles
28
Sonja Slagle

December
Anniversaries
18
Tim and Sue Walter
30
Al and Diane Philipp
Birthdays
5
Bettie Monroe
8
Janet Lee
13
Peg Long
20
Holly Scheibner
21
Taylor Lee
23
Chris Deller
23
Rick Lee
23
Brad Nisbett
24
Kerri Nash
25
Bob Stanley
26
Marla Bowen
26
Roland Patterson
28
Marlene Risedorph

NOVEMBER 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

1:30p Quilters
6:30p Radio Club
Board

6:30p Choir
8p Praise Band

9a Violin
Group Lessons Nestorak
5-7:00p

FREE
COMMUNITY
DINNER
Proceeds to KJP

5

6

7

9:30a Worship
(Sanctuary)
11a Worship
(Fellowship Hall)
12p Choir Lunch/
Rehearsal
7p Boy Scouts
12
9:30a Worship
(Sanctuary)
11a Worship
(Fellowship Hall)
3p CHURCH
CONFERENCE
7p Boy Scouts
19
9:30a Worship
(Sanctuary)
11a Worship with
breakfast
(Fellowship Hall)
7p Boy Scouts

8
12p Kiwanis
5:30p Early
Childhood Music
Class
6p Lions Club
7:30p Handbells

13

14
5:30p Trustees

12p Kiwanis
5:30p Early
Childhood Music
Class
6:30p Finance
7:30p Handbells

9
1:30p Quilters

15

10

16
1:30p Quilters
7p MJT Circle
SNOOP Party

11

1p Love, INC
5:30p KJP Board
6:30p Choir
8p Praise Band

9a Violin Group
Lessons Nestorak

17

18

6:30p Choir
7p Radio Club
8p Praise Band

20
21
22
23
24
5p Worship Team
12p Kiwanis
1:30p Quilters
THANKSGIVING
6:30p Choir 6:30p Habitat for
Office Closed
8p Praise Band
Humanity
7:30p Handbells

9a Violin Group
Lessons Nestorak
1p DAR Good
Citizen Tea
(Lounge)
25
Office Closed

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE
26

9:30a Worship
(Sanctuary)
11a Worship
(Fellowship Hall)
7p Boy Scouts
Court of Honor
(FH)
7p Singspiration:
Jonesville

27
28
29
30
1
1:30p ArtWorks
12p Kiwanis
1:30p Quilters
6:30p Choir
Board
6:30p Building
8p Praise Band
7p Ad Board
Committee
7:30p Handbells

DECEMBER 2
11a-5p Michiana
Vintage Racers
Potluck
(Fellowship Hall)
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