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PASTOR’S PAGE | As the calendar turns over to November, the 

weather tends to cool off, but the church year is just starting to heat 

up. It begins with the first Sunday of the month, All Saints’ Sunday. 

All Saints’ Day is actually the day after Halloween (which is just an 

abbreviation for All Hallows’ Even, the Eve of All Hallowed Ones), 

but we celebrate it on the first Sunday of the month for convenience’ 

sake. All Saints’ Day has an interesting history. Apparently, it was 

first observed by the church back in the fifth century A.D. Earliest records have it 

celebrated on May 13, a day commemorated among pagan Romans as the Feast of 

Lemures, when angry spirits of the dead were propitiated with gifts. As often happened 

in the early church, the superstitions that they could not eliminate, they consecrated, 

and the Feast of Lemures was turned into a Christian holiday. In the eighth century, 

the church moved the holiday to November 1 and observed it with a special service 

for the remembrance of all the martyrs and saints, known and unknown, who enjoy 

the presence of God in Heaven. Thus, what began as a day of fear and foolishness was 

transformed into a day of holy remembrance, and a celebration of our hope of glory. 
 

Traditionally, we light candles of remembrance on All Saints Sunday, honoring church 

members who have passed on in the year prior. This year, however, I’m inviting 

anyone who would like to do so to light a candle in memory of any deceased loved 

one who was a special “light” in your walk with God. On November 6 in the 9:30 am 

service, you can bring a candle to church (in an appropriate holder), and after the 

candles are lit for the church members, I’ll invite anyone who wants to light a candle 

for a loved one to come forward, light their candle, and place it on the table. It’s a 

beautiful way that we can celebrate that “great cloud of witnesses” that now shine in 

glory. 
 

On November 20, we’ll be observing Thanksgiving Sunday. Thanksgiving Day is a 

civil holiday rather than a Church holiday—that is, there is no “Thanksgiving Day” in 

the church year. Its origins do not lie in the Bible, but in American history. And yet, 

Thanksgiving is a time when we share our blessings with others and acknowledge our 

dependence on the goodness of God and other people who have made our prosperity 

(or our survival!) possible. At the heart of Thanksgiving is that most basic of Christian 

virtues, humility. Humility is an honest recognition of who we are—the fact that we 

are not self-made or self-sufficient, but recipients of unearned opportunities and 

unexpected favors. Perhaps in our modern obsession with feasting and football, our 

society has kind of lost sight of the meaning of the Thanksgiving season, but the spirit 

of Thanksgiving is totally Christian.  
 

The last week of November brings us to the beginning of a new Christian year: the season of Advent. The Christian year is 

not in sync with the Gregorian calendar year. Our calendar begins with a season of preparation for the coming of the Lord. 

In the modern church, Advent typically means setting up the Christmas trees and switching from hymns to carols. But 

historically, Advent was not a time of celebration, but of reflection. It was a time for examining our hearts, our priorities, 

and our actions, and of asking ourselves if we are truly ready to stand before the Lord.  
 

As the weather cools off outside, it’s a great time for taking our spiritual “temperature”. November provides us many 

opportunities for reflection, re-affirmation, and renewal. Let’s make the most of this month—Christmas will be here before 

we know it!    In Christ’s service and yours | Pastor Tony  
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Another note  
from Pastor Tony: 

I really want to get to 
know the people of my 
church! Please, feel free 
to contact me whenever 
you would like.  

My cell phone number 
is (269) 240-6596. We 
can chat on the phone, or 
we can meet in person. 
I’ll be happy to see you in 
my office, in your home, 
or at a coffee shop. 
You're welcome to call 
when you need prayer or 
simply want to touch 
base. And also, consider 
adding my number to 
your contact list, so I 
don't get blocked when I 
try to reach out. Thank 
you!  | Pastor Tony 
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FROM THE DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

It surely has been good to have our choir back to a regular rehearsal and singing schedule! We are pleased to have a few 

new faces singing with us, including Pastor Tony! In the next few weeks we hope to complete engaging four college students 

to be our paid music interns/section leaders. With their specialized musical skills they help us learn new music more quickly, 

enhance our overall sound as well as lower the average age of the choir by a good measure! If any of you are so inclined as 

to join the choir, please let me know!  

It's also very exciting to announce the return of our Community Christmas Concert for Sunday, December 11 at 4:00 

pm, with a reception to follow. The choir has begun rehearsals for this music and is being joined by a number of friends 

from the community. If you are interested in this short-term project with our choir, please let me know so I can prepare 

music for you. We rehearse Thursday nights from 7:00 – 7:45 pm in the sanctuary, with some additional rehearsals as we 

get closer to the concert. Entry to the building for those 7:00 pm rehearsals will be the North Street tower door ONLY. Reneé 

and I have decided to repeat a cantata from a few years ago entitled Were You There on That Christmas Night?  

Doing an encore performance saves on the purchase of music as well as time preparing all the publicity materials – and, 

quite frankly, it’s a cantata simply worth doing again! Additional music at the concert will include singing of familiar 

Christmas carols, interspersed with Scripture readings and brief reflections. Spread the word, plan to invite someone and 

bring them to the concert with you!  

I’ve been wanting to express my thanks and appreciation for all those who have stepped up to allow our worship services 

to continue straight on through all the restrictions that happened with Covid over two-and-a-half years ago. We kept a 

consistent, small group of singers/worship leaders that got the swing of the weekly routine and did an outstanding job both 

singing and reading. We also scrambled to figure out how to stream worship in those early days, and then, with the purchase 

of new equipment, a dedicated core of folks stepped forward to help operate the more demanding tasks of audio, PowerPoint 

and streaming. It’s pretty remarkable to see how many online viewings of our service take place each week. 

SDG, JO | John Ourensma, Director of Music 

CONNECTIONS: REMEMBERING – AND GIVING THANKS 

I have always found our All Saints Day service to be a 

beautiful time for remembering those saints that have gone 

before us – the “great cloud of witnesses”, and those saints 

still here with us – “saints on earth” that bring us inspiration 

and have walked with us on our pathway of faith. What 

appeals to me most is that connection between those of us 

still here and those who have gone on before. 

Because I was curious about the connection of All Saints 

Day for us as Methodists, I did some research and found an 

article by umc.org contributor Joe Iovino in which he noted 

that John Wesley enjoyed and celebrated All Saints Day. In 

a journal entry from November 1, 1767, Wesley called it “a 

festival I truly love”.  Wesley warned not to hold saints in 

too high regard, but also advised against neglecting the 

recognition of saints altogether.   

John Wesley’s brother Charles, the famous hymnwriter, 

wrote “Come, Let Us Join Our Friends Above” in which he 

encouraged a connection between the joined voices of us 

singing faithfully here on earth and the heavenly chorus of 

saints singing above. It reminds us that we are part of a 

larger choir, the communion of saints.  

We remember and give thanks not only in song, but also by 

reciting shared creeds, lighting candles, ringing bells, and in 

the  silence  of  prayer.  And  just as those,  past and present,  

whose examples inspired our faith, we can be that example 

for others, connecting with them so that they too may know 

the love and grace of Jesus that connects us all.  

For me, All Saints Day is about the connections – 

remembering and giving thanks both for those saints here 

on earth that we know or meet, and for those saints above 

that we might not have known or might not have met.   

All Saints Day gives us that time to connect, to remember 

how we have been blessed by the saints that have come into, 

out of, or through our own lives.  But we don’t need to do 

this only one day a year, or only on one designated Sunday.  

We can spread the love of Jesus and show his grace to 

everyone – those we agree with, those we may not, those we 

know well, and those we don’t know at all. We can 

remember those from the past who during their lives did that 

for us,  and we can give thanks for those here on earth who 

continue to be saints in our daily lives.  

In “A Prayer Meditation for All Saints Day” (written by 

Safiyah Fosua) the last two lines are: “Bless the memories 

of your saints. May we learn how to walk wisely from their 

examples of faith, dedication, worship, and love.”  

May we hear these words and let them lay on our hearts.  

Melodie Coles | Lay Leader
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NOVEMBER WORSHIP SCHEDULE NOVEMBER 2022 

ANNIVERSARIES                     

11/24 Rick and Sheri Piper 
11/27 Elaine and Marvin Rich 

BIRTHDAYS                      
 

11/1 Tom Holland 
11/9 Jackie Mitchell 
11/14 Joel Fontana 
11/15 Chrissy Coles 
11/28 Dick Curtis 
11/28 Sonja Slagle 

PRAYERS                

Prayers for anyone in need of God’s comfort and peace. 

Please contact the office to add specific names or requests.   
 

 

Trustees | The Trustees team has been busy with several projects this year.  Glass Traditions, LLC is repairing the lead and 

replacing glass on our biggest stained glass window. Foulke Construction assisted us with exterior painting and masonry repairs. 

Jake Caldwell, grandson of Max and Mary Caldwell, donated the supplies and labor to replace the sidewalk by the music room 

door. G&G Glass also donated the safety glass installed to replace a broken part on the playground equipment behind the church. 

The Trustees team also did some cleaning, mowing, repairs, and hired carpet cleaners and painters to prepare the parsonage for 

Pastor Tony and Cordelia before they moved in this past July. Members of our team include:  Dan Nestorak (Chairperson), Jim 

Bowen, Rob Rebeck, Kathy Nestorak, and Melodie Coles (Lay Leader), along with staff members: Pastor Tony and Jeff Kornak. 

 

Missions Team | The Mission project for November is 

Heifer International. Located in 21 countries worldwide, 

Heifer’s mission is to end hunger and poverty in partnership 

with the communities they serve. Their programs support 

entrepreneurs, creating lasting change from the ground up, 

with women's empowerment and connected communities at 

the very center of their focus. Heifer’s community 

development model begins with a seed investment of livestock 

or agriculture, followed by mentorship to help participants 

build a business and ultimately gain access to supply chains 

and markets. This focus helps increase income and assets 

within farming families, improves their food security and 

nutrition, and protects the environment. Partner families not 

only earn a living income, but also lift up their communities as 

they train the next generation of leaders, investing in a new 

breed of success.  

Members of our team are:  Robin Curtis (Chair), Judy 

Burgee, and Kerri Nash. 

Worship Team | The Worship team had been preparing this 

fall for World Communion Sunday, October 2.  We featured 

different types of breads of the world brought in and displayed 

on the altar during the prelude.  The service featured music 

from many lands and cultures.  November 6 is All Saints 

Sunday, remembering those we have lost from our 

congregation over the last year. This year we welcome people 

to bring a candle and candle holder to light in memory of a 

loved one who has passed. Our 11:00 service will resume on 

November 6 and for now will be In-Person only; the service 

will not be streamed.  The third Sunday in November our 

11:00 Breakfast Sunday will resume. We are also preparing 

for our Thanksgiving and Advent seasons.  

Members of our dedicated team are: Martha Smith, Pat 

Bowditch, Don Gambill, Anna Mae Bertalon, Carolyn 

Billman, Melodie Coles (Lay Leader), and Kathy Nestorak 

(Chairperson), along with staff members: Pastor Tony, John 

Ourensma, and Renee Nestorak.   
 

Foundation Report | The Hillsdale First United Methodist Church Foundation was established in 1997 with the intention to 

supplement the church’s established programs and also for purposes that are not a part of the church’s budgeted programs. The 

Foundation balance was $822,273 on September 30. The Finance committee approved a spending target of $37,844 for 2022, 

which represents 4% of the average quarter end balances from the previous year.  There have been no distributions this year. In 

2021, the Foundation distributed $22,000, including $2,000 for college scholarships and $20,000 for the elevator mortgage.  

The Foundation can be an excellent solution for end-of-year Individual Retirement Account (IRA) required minimum distributions 

(RMDs). Recent tax law changes make it harder to deduct charitable contributions. Instead, use a Qualified Charitable Distribution 

(QCD), a direct transfer of funds from your IRA payable to a qualified charity. QCDs count toward satisfying your RMD for the 

year, as long as certain rules are met. The QCD is excluded from your taxable income, unlike regular withdrawals from an IRA, 

thus potentially lowering your federal and state income tax. Age limits apply. Talk to your tax advisor and your IRA custodian. 

Donations to the Foundation can be made out to the church with "Foundation" on the memo line. Please consider the Foundation 

as you create or update your estate plan. Donations may be tax deductible. Questions about the Foundation can be directed to Don 

Gambill. 

November 6 
All Saints 

November 13 
Stewardship 

November 20 
 

November 27 
Advent 1 

Ministry of 
the Non-
Minister 

You Can’t 
Take It with 

You 

The 
Incitement of 
Thanksgiving 

The Gift of 
Hope 

Whatever our 
calling, God can 

use it as a 
ministry to bring 
Him glory and 

enrich the lives of 
our neighbors. 

Greed can 
separate us from 
God. We should 
consider wealth 
to be a tool to do 

good. 

A thankful 
attitude can make 

a practical 
difference in our 

world. 

Hope is essential 
for life. But hope 
must have a sure 
foundation, and 
the most certain 
foundation for 
hope is God. 

1 Corinthians 
12:4-13 

1 Timothy 
6:2b-10 

Psalm  
118:1-14 

Psalm  
33:1-5, 13-22 

Exodus  
31:1-11 

Luke  
16:19-25 

2 Corinthians 
9:6-15 

Isaiah  
40:1-5, 27-31 



 

 

 

Hillsdale First United Methodist Church 
45 N. Manning St. 
Hillsdale, MI 49242 
 

 

  

 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 

9:30 am Sanctuary –  
In Person and Online 

11:00 am Fellowship 
Hall – In Person 
(beginning Nov 6) 

11:00 am Worship with 
Breakfast - Fellowship Hall  
Every THIRD Sunday 
(beginning Nov 20) 

 

CONTACT US 

(517) 437-3681 
office.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com 
www.hillsdalefirstumc.com 
www.facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC 
 

Rev. Dr. Anthony Tomasino, Pastor 
John Ourensma, Director of Music 
Renee Nestorak, Assoc. Dir. Of Music 
Pam Laurell, Church Administrator 
Tana Trombly, Children’s Ministries Dir. 
Jeff Kornak, Facilities Supervisor 

http://www.hillsdalefirstumc.com/
file:///C:/Users/avcomputer/Desktop/2022/NEWSLETTER%20STUFF/www.facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC

