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PASTOR’S PEN | Welcome to the season of Advent, the season of 

preparation! The English word “advent” comes from the old Latin word 

“adventus,” which means “coming.” In the next few weeks, we’ll be 

preparing our hearts to be ready for the coming of the Lord. 
 

No one really knows when the Church first began celebrating Advent, but 

we know that it was observed already in the fifth century A.D., when it 

was set aside as a season of fasting and prayer. That seems a long way 

from the feasting and merriment that we usually associate with Advent 

today. But part of the disconnect here comes from the fact that the church 

has “simplified” its presentation of the message of Jesus’ coming. Our 

modern Advent observances often focus only on the birth of Jesus and 

stories of the Nativity. But that’s really just part of the significance of this 

season. For centuries, the church has recognized that there are three 

aspects to the coming of Christ. First, there was his coming as a child in 

Bethlehem, which we joyfully celebrate at Christmas time. But the mission 

of Jesus isn’t complete until his Second Coming, when Jesus will bring the 

Kingdom of God in its fullness. The early Christians acknowledged the 

promised Second Coming each Advent season by spending time in prayer 

and self-discipline, to be sure they were ready to meet God face-to-face. 
 

But there is yet a third aspect to the coming of Christ that should also be 

on our minds: the coming of Christ to live in every Christian heart. It’s this 

third aspect of Christ’s coming that makes the other two aspects so 

wonderful. If Jesus lives in our hearts, the story of his birth in a humble 

manger takes on a special meaning for us, as it foreshadows our own 

experience of Christ living in us. And if Jesus lives in us, we needn’t fear 

his return, but rather we can welcome the prospect with joyous 

expectation. Whatever form that Second Coming might take, we can rest 

assured that it will be a time of glorious celebration of the justice and 

goodness of our God. 

 

Advent is about far more than decking the halls and shopping for 

Christmas presents. It’s about “preparing the way of the Lord,” as John the 

Baptist said. And it’s also about welcoming Christ into our daily lives, as 

expressed in that wonderful prayer in that favorite old carol, “O Little 

Town of Bethlehem”:  

O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray. 

Cast out our sin, and enter in; be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 

O come to us, abide with us, our Lord, Emmanuel! 
 

God bless— 

Pastor Tony 
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FROM THE DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

Our preparations for the first Christmas Concert since 2019 are well underway! I am so delighted to be joined by eleven 

additional members of other churches and the community. It’s a lovely, full sound when these voices come together and 

sing. While we come from varying faith traditions, we are all excited and committed to celebrate Jesus Christ among us and 

to share it with the Hillsdale community. As we rehearse, sing, and discover the beauty of the notes and words of this cantata, 

I don’t think any of us are thinking about who’s from what church. We’re chatting it up after rehearsals and enjoying getting 

to know each other. What an enriching and happy experience! Despite some denominational differences, these concert 

preparations we’re working on together reaffirm my belief that we clearly have much more in common than we often realize.   

You’ll see other references to our December 11 Christmas Concert elsewhere in this newsletter. I urge you to plan now to 

invite a friend to come with you to this really outstanding program. If you’ve hesitated in the past to reach out to a neighbor, 

friend, or family member – this is a very easy invite! It’s great music, fellowship, and food. Please do think about this and 

bring someone to this concert with you!  

I’m delighted to have some new faces in the choir this fall. You all recognize Pastor Tony, who has a fine tenor voice and 

has been singing and playing music his whole life. (He’s also playing guitar and singing in the Praise Band at our 11:00 am 

service.) Additionally, Ross and Kendra Bonjernoor began attending our church this summer, and with their musical gifts, 

we’ve put them right to work. Ned and Debbi Wyse have also joined us in worship, and they, too, have wonderful musical 

gifts to offer us. You will remember Debbi played two services from the piano in September when I was under the weather. 

Finally, our new music intern, Nathan Malawey, a student at Hillsdale College, has joined our tenor section. I’m so grateful 

for these new faces and the presence, encouragement, and gifts they bring. If you’ve not met them, please reach out to say 

hello with a word of welcome. 

So, we carry on with a variety of anthems that will hopefully lift your spirits in worship – sometimes slower and meditative, 

sometimes a toe-tapper! We all appreciate your kind words of affirmation. SDG, JO | John Ourensma, Director of Music 

A KIND WORD | “Anxiety weighs down the heart, but a kind word cheers it up.” (Proverbs 12:25)  

I’ve always been a night owl; you know, the kind of person 

who can stay up until the middle of the night. The downside 

of that is that I’ve never been a morning person, an early 

bird, a get-up-before-the-crack-of-dawn kind of individual. 

Don’t get me wrong, I can force myself to get up when it’s 

really needed, and if that’s super early (anything before 6:00 

am) I usually manage by tapping one of my early riser 

friends to say, “hey, could you please give me a call when 

you get up?” and that becomes my alarm clock’s 

reinforcement.  This process isn’t foolproof, but it has 

always worked for me, thanks to my early bird friends. Now 

that I’m getting older and the world is shifting a bit, I’ve 

wondered if this is the best practice, or if I should just make 

a change that is most likely healthier for me.  

So I’ve tried, and it’s been two weeks now that I’m going to 

bed earlier and rising earlier. I have to tell you, the first week 

was a struggle and I’d wake in the middle of the night with 

anxiety, fearing that I’d overslept, that I missed a whole day, 

you name it. Thank goodness for the kind and encouraging 

words of my friends and family. Seems silly to be a grown 

woman and have anxiety over something that, when 

compared to the rest of the world, seems so insignificant. 

But part of what drives that anxiety, I believe, is the pressure 

we put on ourselves and the pressure that we are surrounded 

by. For me, this anxious process will last just a few weeks 

and then I’ll adjust. But what about others?  

I’m fortunate and blessed that I’m surrounded by friends 

who know my weaknesses and cheer me on to get past them.  

When I watch the news or read the online newspaper, I 

wonder how others deal with things so much more tragic 

and horrific. How do the people of Ukraine make it through 

the day or night; how will the unhoused fight through the 

cold of winter; how are so many going to make it through 

the inflation we are in the midst of? Anxiety can be part of 

daily life for many. For some of us it’s more temporary. But 

in any case, we should never forget the power of prayer and 

of scripture. “Anxiety weighs down the heart, but a kind 

word cheers it up.” (Proverbs 12:25)   

I know I can’t – we can’t – fix all the problems or by 

ourselves alleviate the anxiety that others in the world might 

face, but I do understand and believe that praying to our 

great God for others can have a ripple effect. Prayer can 

reach others in ways that only God can explain. It can reach 

the unhoused here in our neighborhoods, the children and 

families and servicemen of war-torn lands and other nations. 

And prayer, along with a kind word, can bring a moment of 

cheer to a heart that really needs it.  

There are always opportunities that God places before us so 

that we can share his love with others. When we are going 

through our daily routines, I hope we stay mindful that even 

the smallest kind word, and the silent or spoken prayer we 

offer, can do so much for someone’s heart, lifting someone 

who is having a hard day, struggling with anxiety, or even 

just feeling down in that moment. Let us be the face, the 

kindness of God to others, and through us let them see and 

feel his love. Melodie Coles | Lay Leader
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DECEMBER WORSHIP SCHEDULE        DECEMBER 2022 

BIRTHDAYS                   
 
 
 

12/21 Taylor Lee 

12/23 Chris Deller 

12/23 Rick Lee 

12/24 Kerri Nash 

12/26 Marla Bowen 

12/28 Marlene Risedorph 

 

 

 

PRAYERS                        

Prayers for anyone in need of God’s comfort and peace. Please contact the office to add specific names or requests. 
 

ONE Team | As we enter this season of Advent, the ONE Team is again inviting your participation in our Reverse Advent 

Calendar program by collecting food and personal care items for our Wrapped in God’s Love ministry. Each Sunday between 

November 20 and December 11 we will be collecting items that will then be distributed to those who will join us on December 

18 at our 11:00 am Worship Service with Breakfast. If you would like a copy of the suggested items listed on our Reverse Advent 

Calendar, please contact the office and we will get a copy to you by mail or email. We hope you will share in this ministry – 

especially during the challenging times many still face.  

Another part of our Wrapped in God’s Love ministry this year will be filling the clothing and gift needs for children who register 

for our Angel Tree. Children will be signed up at our 11:00 Worship with Breakfast on November 20. If you would like to sponsor 

one of these children, or if you know of a child you would like to register for our Angel Tree, please contact the office or see ONE 

Team member Jan Tesch.  

We appreciate all the ways you help us to share not only during this Christmas season but also throughout the year by giving, by 

prayer, and by wrapping others in God’s love.  
 

Missions Team | The Missions Team continues its support in December for Heifer International. The mission of Heifer 

International is to end hunger and poverty while caring for the Earth. Heifer does this by providing appropriate livestock, training, 

and related services to small-scale farmers and communities worldwide.  

Heifer International works in 21 countries around the world to strengthen local economies and guarantee a living income to local 

farmers. Your gifts support the lives of children in need by providing their families with animal donations. Giving an animal is 

like giving someone a small business, providing a family with wool, milk, eggs, and so much more. Thank you for your powerful 

gifts to Heifer International.  

You can further explore Heifer International’s history and discover more about their work around the world by visiting their 

website https://www.heifer.org/. 
 

Worship Team | The Worship team prepared the worship spaces in the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall for Advent on Monday, 

November 21 at 11:00.  All hands are welcomed for these seasonal setups of the worship spaces in our church. If this is something 

you might enjoy, please let us know as we continue to prepare for the birth of our Lord Jesus with candles, banners, and other 

traditional symbols.  
 

Trustees | The Trustees met at the parsonage for their October meeting to walk through and inspect for any repairs or updates 

needed to the parsonage and to complete the required inspection forms for the December church conference.  Pastor Tony and 

Cordelia treated the team to a lovely dinner, with members bringing a dish to pass.   

Our largest stained glass window is due to be completed and installed within the next several weeks.  There are two more stained 

glass windows in the sanctuary that need to be repaired and updated.  We hope to get those completed in 2023. 

The trustees would love to have a few more people on our team.  Please contact Dan Nestorak or Pastor Tony if you feel called 

to join our team.

December 4 
Advent 2   

December 11 
Advent 3 

December 18 
Advent 4 

 

December 24 
Christmas Eve 

December 25 
Christmas Day 

9:30 am 7:00 pm 9:30 am 

The Gift of 
Love 

The Gift of 
Joy 

The Gift of 
Peace 

Lessons and 
Carols 

God’s 
Indescribable 

Gift 

John 3:11-17 Isaiah 9:2-7 Isaiah 11:1-10  
Psalm 

33:1-5, 13-22 

I John 4:7-12, 
16b 

Luke 2:1-7 Luke 2:8-14  
Isaiah 

40:1-5, 27-31 

11:00 am   

Worship—
Fellowship 

Hall 

Worship--
Fellowship 

Hall 

Worship with 
Breakfast 

 
No 11:00 am 

Worship 

     



 

 

 

Hillsdale First United Methodist Church 
45 N. Manning St. 
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CONTACT US 

(517) 437-3681 

office.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com 

www.hillsdalefirstumc.com 

www.facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC 
 

Rev. Dr. Anthony Tomasino, Pastor 
John Ourensma, Director of Music 
Renee Nestorak, Assoc. Dir. Of Music 
Pam Laurell, Church Administrator 
Tana Trombly, Children’s Ministries Dir. 
Jeff Kornak, Facilities Supervisor 

 

 

 

 


