
Hillsdale First United Methodist Church | Sixth Week of Easter, May 9, 2021 

• IN-PERSON 9:30 am in the Sanctuary 
• LIVESTREAM online at 9:30 am on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC  
• on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRIHbHBJ74jhHeLkO4gAs6A? 
• on our church website  http://hillsdalefirstumc.com/  
• and by phone 517-247-2477 

 

Gathering 

Prelude Brethren, We Have Met to Worship R. Haan 

Greeting and Announcements 

Call to Worship      

We gather together to worship our God. 
 God gathers us as God’s chosen people. We abide in God’s love. 
We enter worship with glad hearts, eager to love and serve God. 
 Christ has loved us completely and fully. We abide in Christ’s love. 
We praise the maker of heaven and earth, whose love spreads to all of creation. 
 Creation is a gift to all, and we are entrusted to care for the good earth.  
 Creation abides in our love. 
We honor the light, the dark, and the hues between. God makes all beautiful. 
 Life in its fullness holds great joy and great pain.  
 We are witnesses to the depth of love that fills our days. We abide in the joy of love. 

Song Across the Lands 

You're the Word of God the Father, 
from before the world began; 
ev'ry star and ev'ry planet 
has been fashioned by your hand. 
All creation holds together 
by the power of your voice: 
let the skies declare your glory, 
let the land and seas rejoice! 
 

You're the author of creation, 
you're the Lord of ev'ryone; 
and your cry of love rings out 
across the lands. 
 

Yet you left the gaze of angels, 
came to seek and save the lost, 
and exchanged the joy of heaven 
for the anguish of a cross. 
With a prayer you fed the hungry, 
with a word you calmed the sea. 
Yet how silently you suffered 
that the guilty may go free. 

You're the author of creation, 
you're the Lord of ev'ryone; 
and your cry of love rings out 
across the lands. 
 

With a shout you rose victorious, 
wresting victory from the grave, 
and ascended into heaven 
leading captives in your wake. 
Now you stand before the Father 
interceding for your own. 
From each tribe and tongue and nation 
you are leading sinners home. 

You're the author of creation, 
you're the Lord of ev'ryone; 
and your cry of love rings out 
across the lands. 
Words by Keith Getty & Stuart Townend © 2002 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG 
Publishing) All rights reserved. Reprinted under CCLI License # 3134300 

 
 

Prayers of the People (Response after petitions) 

Lord, may our prayer rise like incense in your sight, 
may this place be filled with the fragrance of Christ. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

We give you thanks, O God, who is a loving Mother and Father to us all,  
as we now prayer the pray Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

Solo God Bless Families Everywhere N. Sleeth 

Proclamation 
Prayer for Illumination 

God, we receive your testimony. Like a proud parent, you have testified to your Son. Jesus the Christ is your Son, 
in whom you are well pleased. From glory to earth he came to be born of a teenaged mother under the direst 
conditions. For three years, he taught and performed miracles in your name. You must be proud. Just as you 
testify to him, Lord, testify to us. Let the world know that even though we make mistakes, you still love us. Let the 
world know that just as you still love us, you love them too. In your Son, Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading – Psalm 98 (Refrain) 

All the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God! 

Sing to the LORD a new song 
    because he has done wonderful things! 
His own strong hand and his own holy arm 
    have won the victory! 
The LORD has made his salvation widely known; 
    he has revealed his righteousness 
    in the eyes of all the nations.   (Refrain) 

God has remembered his loyal love 

 and faithfulness to the house of Israel; 
    every corner of the earth  
 has seen our God’s salvation. 
Shout triumphantly to the Lord, all the earth! 
    Be happy! 
    Rejoice out loud! 
    Sing your praises! 

Sing your praises to the Lord with the lyre— 
    with the lyre and the sound of music. 
With trumpets and a horn blast, 

shout triumphantly  
 before the Lord, the king!   (Refrain) 

Let the sea and everything in it roar; 
    the world and all its inhabitants too. 
Let all the rivers clap their hands; 

let the mountains rejoice out loud 
altogether before the Lord 
because he is coming  
to establish justice on the earth! 

He will establish justice in the world rightly; 
he will establish justice  
among all people fairly. 

Hymn Joy to the World 246 
(Based upon Psalm 98:4-9) 

1. Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King; 
let every heart prepare him room, 
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
 

2. Joy to the world, the Savior reigns! 
Let all their songs employ; 
while fields and floods,  
rocks, hills, and plains 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 
 
 

3. No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
nor thorns infest the ground; 
he comes to make his blessings flow 
far as the curse is found, 
far as the curse is found, 
far as, far as the curse is found. 
 

4. He rules the world with truth and grace, 
and makes the nations prove 
the glories of his righteousness, 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders, and wonders of his love. 
Words by Isaac Watts, 1719 (Paraphrase of Psalm 98) 
Music: Arr. from G. F. Handel, 1741, by Lowell Mason, 1848. Public Domain 
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Scripture Reading – 1 John 5:1-6  

Response to the Scripture        This is the Word of God for the people of God.   Thanks be to God! 

Anthem Jesu, Joy of Our Desiring J. S. Bach 

Message Winners 

Response 

Song of Response Goodness Is Stronger Than Evil 2219

Goodness is stronger than evil; love is stronger than hate; 
light is stronger than darkness; life is stronger than death. 
Victory is ours, victory is ours through him who loved us. 
Victory is ours, victory is ours through him who loved us. 

Words: From African Prayer Book,  selected by Desmond Tutu © 1995 Desmond Tutu, admin. by Doubleday (a div. of Random House) and Hodder and Stoughton Ltd. 
Music: John Bell © 1996 WGRG The Iona Community (Scotland) admin, by GIA Publications, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Used under One License A-723218 

Prayer of Confession 

Words of Affirmation 

Our God of steadfast love is faithful and just. God hears our confession and offers forgiveness. God knows your 
hearts and offers you peace. Receive God’s peace and abide in Christ’s love. Amen.  

Invitation to Offering  

Moment of Meditation        

Doxology  Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow 95 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayer of Dedication 

Sending 

Hymn Victory in Jesus 370 

1. I heard an old, old story,  
how a Savior came from glory,  
how he gave his life on Calvary  
to save a wretch like me;  
I heard about his groaning,  
of his precious blood's atoning,  
then I repented of my sins  
and won the victory.  
 

O victory in Jesus, my Savior forever!  
He sought me and bought me  
with his redeeming blood;  
he loved me ere I knew him,  
and all my love is due him;  
he plunged me to victory  
beneath the cleansing flood. 
 

2. I heard about his healing,  
of his cleansing power revealing,  
how he made the lame to walk again  
and caused the blind to see;  
and then I cried, "Dear Jesus,  
come and heal my broken spirit,"  
and somehow Jesus came and brought  
to me the victory.  
 

O victory in Jesus, my Savior forever!  
He sought me and bought me  
with his redeeming blood;  
he loved me ere I knew him,  
and all my love is due him;  
he plunged me to victory  
beneath the cleansing flood. 
 

3. I heard about a mansion  
he has built for me in glory,  
and I heard about the streets of gold  
beyond the crystal sea;  
about the angels singing  
and the old redemption story,  
and some sweet day I'll sing up there  
the song of victory.  
 

O victory in Jesus, my Savior forever!  
He sought me and bought me  
with his redeeming blood;  
he loved me ere I knew him,  
and all my love is due him;  
he plunged me to victory  
beneath the cleansing flood. 
Words and Music by Eugene M. Bartlett, 1939 
© 1939 Eugene M. Bartlett, renewed 1967 Mrs. Eugene M. Bartlett, by permission of Albert E. 
Brumley & Sons, Inc.All rights reserved. Used under CCLI #3134300 
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Hillsdale First United Methodist Church 
45 N. Manning St., Hillsdale, MI 49242  |  517-437-3681 

www.hillsdalefirstumc.com  |  facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC 
 

Rev. Rob McPherson, Pastor | John Ourensma, Director of Music | Reneeˊ Nestorak, Associate Dir of Music | 
Pam Laurell, Church Administrator | Tana Trombly, Children’s Ministries Dir | Jeff Kornak, Facility Supervisor 

Benediction 

Postlude Wonderful Words of Life arr. J. D. Peterson 
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We will continue to offer livestreamed services 
on Facebook, YouTube, our church website, and by phone 

on Sundays at 9:30 am  
 
 

 

You may mail your offerings and contributions to our postal address below. 
To set up online giving directly from your bank to the church’s account, please call the office for details.  

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP, Sundays, 9:30 am 
Masks and distancing are required. 


