
Hillsdale First United Methodist Church | Fifth Week of Easter, May 2, 2021 

• IN-PERSON 9:30 am in the Sanctuary 
• LIVESTREAM online at 9:30 am on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC  
• on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRIHbHBJ74jhHeLkO4gAs6A? 
• on our church website  http://hillsdalefirstumc.com/  
• and by phone 517-247-2477 

 

Gathering 

Prelude Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee G. Young, K. Krapf 

Greeting and Announcements 

Call to Worship      

Here in this place of worship, 
with the congregation of the faithful, 

we lay down our fears, 
to boldly sing God’s praise. 

Here in the vineyard of the Lord, 
with our sisters and brothers in Christ, 

grandparents tell stories of faith 
to little ones sitting on their laps. 

Here where God waits to serve us at the Table: 
we shall be so filled with love 
that we will run to serve others. 

Song Oh, How Good It Is 

Oh how good it is 
when the family of God 
dwells together in spirit, 
in faith and unity; 
where the bonds of peace, 
of acceptance and love 
are the fruit of His presence 
here among us. 
 

So with one voice we'll sing to the Lord, 
and with one heart we'll live out His word; 
till the whole earth sees 
the Redeemer has come, 
for He dwells in the presence of His people. 
 

Oh how good it is 
on this journey we share 
to rejoice with the happy, 
and weep with those who mourn; 
for the weak find strength, 
the afflicted find grace, 
when we offer the blessing 
of belonging. 
 

 
 

So with one voice we'll sing to the Lord, 
and with one heart we'll live out His word; 
till the whole earth sees 
the Redeemer has come, 
for He dwells in the presence of His people. 
 

Oh how good it is 
to embrace His command 
to prefer one another, 
forgive as He forgives; 
when we live as one 
we all share in the love 
of the Son, with the Father, 
and the Spirit. 
 

So with one voice we'll sing to the Lord, 
and with one heart we'll live out His word; 
till the whole earth sees 
the Redeemer has come, 
for He dwells in the presence of His people. 
Words and Music by Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty, Ross Holmes and Stuart Townend 
© 2012 Getty Music, Parakeet Boots Music, Townend Songs 
For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use. All rights reserved. CCLI License 3134300 

Proclamation 
 

Prayer for Illumination 

Vine-grower, during this time of worship, we come to grow and learn. You offer us life, nourish us, and create a 
space to thrive. May our worship draw us closer to you. Shape and form our hearts and minds as we hear your 
word, sing your praises, and seek your guidance through prayer. Strengthen us to bear good fruit today and in 
the days to come. In the name of the one who proclaimed, I am the vine. Amen 
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Scripture Reading – Psalm 22:25-31  (Spoken Response) 

Let us celebrate your goodness and your steadfast love; 
may your name be exalted here on earth and in heaven above. 

  
I offer praise in the great congregation 
    because of you; 
    I will fulfill my promises 
    in the presence of those who honor God. 
Let all those who are suffering eat and be full! 
    Let all who seek the LORD praise him! 
        I pray your hearts live forever! 
Every part of the earth 
    will remember and come back to the LORD; 
    every family among all the nations will worship you. 
(Response) 
 

Because the right to rule belongs to the LORD, 
    he rules all nations. 
Indeed, all the earth’s powerful 
    will worship him; 
    all who are descending to the dust 
    will kneel before him; 
    my being also lives for him. 
Future descendants will serve him; 
    generations to come will be told about my Lord. 
They will proclaim God’s righteousness 
        to those not yet born, 
        telling them what God has done. (Response) 

 
Prayers of the People 

In times of sadness, loss, and disorientation, 
we pray, Holy One, that you would abide in us. 

In times of anger, betrayal, and slander, 
we pray, Holy One, that you would abide in us. 

In times of hopelessness, brokenness, and failure, 
we pray, Holy One, that you would abide in us. 

In times of hopefulness, renewed faith, and the assurance of the good yet to come, 
we pray, Holy One, that you would abide in us. 

In times of forgiveness, happiness, and thankfulness, 
we pray, Holy One, that you would abide in us. 

In times of joy, unity, and peace, 
we pray, Holy One, that you would abide in us. 

Your love, O God, is ever-present in our times of deepest despair as well as through the vastness of our praise. 
Your invitation to abide in you has no qualifications, but promises to be ever-close and ever-present when life is at 
its best, at its worst, and at every time in-between. 

Abide in us, Holy One, as we abide in you. Amen. 

Song of Response   

1. In the presence of your people 
I will praise your name, 
for alone you are holy,  
enthroned on the praises of Israel. 
Let us celebrate your goodness  
and your steadfast love; 
may your name be exalted  
here on earth and in heaven above. 
 

2. All who love you sing your praises  
and proclaim your power, 
for alone you are holy,  
enthroned on the praises of Israel. 
You have not ignored our suffering  
but have heard our cry; 
may your power be exalted  
here on earth and in heaven above. 

 

3. All who seek your rule will praise you  
and be satisfied, 
for alone you are holy,  
enthroned on the praises of Israel. 
All the peoples of the nations  
will bow down to you; 
may your rule be exalted  
here on earth and in heaven above. 
Words: St. 1 Brent Chambers and sts 2-3 Bert Polman 
Music: Brent Chambers © 1977 Universal Music – Bentwood-Benson Publishing 
All Rights Reserved. Used under CCLI License 3134300 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scripture Reading – 1 John 4:7-21 

Response to the Scripture        This is the Word of God for the people of God.   Thanks be to God! 
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Anthem Let Us Love One Another A. Sherman, arr. R. Lau 

Message Grown-Ups or Parents 

Response 

Duet God Is Love Th. Dubois 

Invitation to Offering  

Moment of Meditation        

Doxology  Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow 95 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 
The Great Thanksgiving 

The Holy One be with you. 
 And also with you. 
Open your hearts to the One who is Love. 
 Our hearts are open to God. 
Let us give thanks and praise to the Holy One. 
 We give you thanks, O God! 
 

…And so, in remembrance of Christ with us, and with the hope that we too might pursue love so relentlessly, we 
proclaim the mystery of our faith: Christ has died; Christ has risen; Christ will come again. 
 
…For the sake of all that aches in this world, our church, and within every creature and creation, we come to your 
Table, hungry for a taste of your Kindom. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

With confidence in our identity as children of God, let us pray together: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

Song of Preparation I Come with Joy 617, vs 1,2,3

1. I come with joy to meet my Lord,  
forgiven, loved and free,  
in awe and wonder to recall  
his life laid down for me,  
his life laid down for me. 
 

2. I come with Christians far and near  
to find, as all are fed,  
the new community of love  
in Christ's communion bread,  
in Christ's communion bread. 

 

3. As Christ breaks bread and bids us share,  
each proud division ends.  
The love that made us that makes us one,  
and strangers now are friends,  
and strangers now are friends. 
Words: Brian Wren, 1968 © 1971 Hope Publishing Co. 
All Rights Reserved. Reprinted under OnceLicense.net A-723218   

 
 

Communion Invitation 

Passing the Peace      

Would you turn to a neighbor and say: in the peace of Christ, you are welcome here! 
In the peace of Christ, you are welcome here! 

 
May 2, 2021 – 3 



Hillsdale First United Methodist Church 
45 N. Manning St., Hillsdale, MI 49242  |  517-437-3681 

www.hillsdalefirstumc.com  |  facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC 
 

Rev. Rob McPherson, Pastor | John Ourensma, Director of Music | Reneeˊ Nestorak, Associate Dir of Music | 
Pam Laurell, Church Administrator | Tana Trombly, Children’s Ministries Dir | Jeff Kornak, Facility Supervisor 

Sharing the Bread and Cup 

Hymn I Come with Joy 617, vs 4,5 

4. And thus with joy we meet our Lord.  
His presence, always near,  
is in such friendship better known;  
we see and praise him here,  
we see and praise him here. 
 
 

5. Together met, together bound,  
we’ll go our different ways,  
and as his people in the world,  
we’ll live and speak his praise,  
we’ll live and speak his praise  
Words: Brian Wren, 1968 © 1971 Hope Publishing Co. 
All Rights Reserved. Reprinted under OnceLicense.net A-723218  

Sending 
Benediction 

Postlude In Thee Is Gladness J. S. Bach 

 

 
 

 

Call to Worship  © Thom M. Shuman, 2015, Lectionary Liturgies / Prayer for Illumination, Prayers of the People. Seasons of the Spirit™ SeasonsFusion Lent • Easter 2021  © Wood 
Lake Publishing Inc. 2020. / The Great Thanksgiving, Communion Invitation. Rev. Anna Blaedel, Used by permission, Enfleshed. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

We will continue to offer livestreamed services 
on Facebook, YouTube, our church website, and by phone 

on Sundays at 9:30 am  
 
 

 

You may mail your offerings and contributions to our postal address below. 
To set up online giving directly from your bank to the church’s account, please call the office for details.  

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP, Sundays, 9:30 am 
Masks and distancing are required. 


