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Hillsdale First United Methodist Church
The Church – Commissioned to Carry on Jesus’ Ministry
After Jesus’ crucifixion, the disciples were a bit lost and confused but they stuck together.
Even after Jesus’ resurrection they didn’t know quite what to do next, but still, they stuck
together. The readings of the Easter season (the six Sundays between Easter and Pentecost)
not only tell of Jesus’ resurrection appearances to the disciples still gathered together, but
also remind us of Jesus’ ministry with his disciples  a ministry that Jesus commissions
today’s disciples to carry on together through the ministries of the church.
These Gospel readings remind us that we, as gathered disciples in worship, are not just any
group of people who happen to be meeting together as friends. We are the church of Jesus
Christ. Our unity is not rooted in some activity that we enjoy doing with one another; we are
together as brothers and sisters because of and through Jesus Christ. When we gather as the
church to worship, the elements of the liturgy, the order of worship, from the greeting to the
benediction remind us that the love of God expressed in the life, death, and resurrection of
Jesus Christ is the basis of our union with each other and the mission and ministry we share.
Jesus’ first words to his gathered disciples after his resurrection were, “Peace be with you.”
By saying, “Peace be with you,” to one another in worship, we are not only repeating Jesus’
words but also claiming to live in that peace. When Jesus met two disciples on the road to
Emmaus, they did not recognize him until he broke the bread for their meal together. We see
Jesus when we break bread together in the Sacrament of Holy Communion. Jesus describes
himself as one who knows his sheep by name and cares for each one. We, as people gathered
in worship, care for one another by name in prayer. Jesus, in his farewell address to his
disciples, promises that he will prepare a place for them. We hear his words in worship and
know that when we follow him, we go into places that he has prepared for us. Jesus promises
the Spirit of truth. We hear his promise and rely on the Spirit to be with us and guiding us
forever. And finally, Jesus prays for his disciples. Jesus also prays for us.
And so, we find in our worship reminders,
sometimes subtle reminders, of Jesus’ life among
us: his greeting of peace, his promise of his
presence in the bread and in the cup, his care for
his sheep, his sending of his disciples to carry on
his work of ministry. This is who we are.

Jesus said to them again,
“Peace be with you.
As the Father has sent me,
so I send you.”

In the name of the Risen Christ, Alleluia!
Pastor Pat

John 20: 21 (NRSV)
Photo credit: cover art from In the Dust of the Rabbi DVD, Zondervan

From the Director of Music
While the Bible is full of God's truth for us
there are some particularly powerful lines of
scripture in the story of Jesus' journey
through Holy Week and on to Easter. Part of
what Jesus says to his disciples in the
garden, just before he was taken away by the
soldiers, is just a very simple sentence. But
when it's read during Holy Week worship
every year it just moves me so very much:
"So, could you not watch with me one
hour?" (Matthew 26:40b). It seems like such
a poignant expression of profound
disappointment; Jesus so wants to count on
his disciples to stay with him during this
difficult time. For me, that one simple
sentence represents Jesus' desire for all of us
to remember and honor his pain and
suffering, to consider the depth of his love
for each of us.
So, though few things can compare with the
great joy of Easter morning, and the larger
crowds of happy people in churches all over
the world, on Easter Sunday I often find
myself thinking "where were all these
people on Maundy Thursday and/or Good
Friday?" That haunting phrase from Jesus
comes to mind: "So, could you not watch
with me one hour?"
The richness, depth and power of the
passion narrative, the simple beauty of the
liturgy, the music and the messages of these
Holy Week services – it's the only way I feel I
can truly prepare myself for Easter morning.
I am unable to understand how anyone can
truly celebrate Christ's resurrection without
walking with Christ, as best we can, through
the dark and difficult days of Holy Week. Can
Easter even mean very much without
considering the events that led up to it?
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This year I've again felt the enormous depth
of Jesus' suffering love as read from the
scriptures, but one of the Chancel Choir's
anthems just totally did me in. I still cannot
get the tune or the words out of my head of
the anthem the choir sang on Palm Sunday
and Good Friday:

And can it be that I should gain
an interest in the Savior's blood?
Died he for me who caused his pain–
for me who him to death pursued?
Amazing love! How can it be
that thou, my God,
shouldst die for me?
(Ch. Wesley)
If you haven't taken some time to meditate
on the incomparable fullness of Christ's love
for you as expressed by his obedience to God
and the horror and pain of his suffering and
death, I hope you will. Jesus' resurrection is
a glorious victory over death for us all and
rightly deserves a thankful and joyous
celebration each year. But to even begin to
understand the depth of Jesus' love for each
of us, one must also take that annual walk to
the cross with him.
I hope the Lenten season and our Easter
celebrations were a blessing to you! We will
continue opening worship these next
Sundays of Easter with a resurrection theme
even as the scriptures take us to consider
how we might more clearly see and follow
the resurrected Christ. Join us in worship
each week!
Continued on next page

From the Director of Music, continued
After two summers of successful Joyful Noise! music camps, another one has been scheduled
for this summer, July 17-20, 9:00 am to 1:00 pm. Notice that it's being held a bit earlier in the
summer. The camp is open to any child entering grades 2-8 this fall. More information and
publicity will be forthcoming. Please pray that this reaching out in the name of Christ would
be a blessing for all who attend, and that it be a very special way for us to demonstrate God's
love to the children of our community through the gift of music. And – perhaps some of you
would be happy to help us….? SDG | JO

From the
Archives

[A] church-sponsored project which has been invaluable to
many families especially those of working mothers of Hillsdale
is the Karan Jenkins Nursery School. This school, named as a
memorial to Karan Jenkins, was opened in 1966. Miss Jenkins
was a member of the Hillsdale Church and had been teaching
elementary children in the Detroit area schools at the time of
her death which occurred shortly before the opening of the school.
A committee headed by Mrs. Carman Lanius worked for many months studying nursery
schools and setting up a program and policies for the operation of a cooperative nursery
school. Initial funds to start the project were provided from church funds and gifts from
Karan’s family and friends.
This school, located in the social and Sunday School rooms of the educational unit, is selfsupporting and continues to the serve the community, not only as a child care facility for 3
and 4 year olds, but also as a valuable preschool educational experience.
(Source: Stevens, Vernon. The History of First United Methodist Church, Hillsdale, Michigan. 1975, p.15.)
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Confidence in God
I bet we all know someone who exudes confidence, either in a work associate, a friend, or a
family member. I can easily think of a few. But I often have a hard time finding descriptive
words when I try to explain what that confidence is in someone. I checked the dictionary for a
few definitions of confidence and found: 1) faith or belief that one will act in a right, proper,
effective way; 2) confidence in a leader or the quality or state of being certain; and 3) relation
of trust or intimacy. Reading these definitions then made me question the difference between
being a confident person and having confidence in our Lord.
I remembered this quote from Martin Luther who said, “Faith is a living, daring confidence in
God's grace, so sure and certain that a man could stake his life on it a thousand times.” That led
me to think even more about “sure and certain” faith and our confidence in God. When I turned
to scripture I found this assurance in Jeremiah 17:7, “...blessed is the one who trusts in the
Lord, whose confidence is in him.”
When I was younger there were some areas of my life in which I lacked confidence, especially
areas like public speaking. But with the loving support of my parents, I continually pushed
forward to become more confident in that area. I think our faith journey is very much like that
also  it’s a testament to our confidence in God. Our Lord lovingly supports us, and we become
confident in him as we learn to trust that he never changes, and he is always in control. God is
our loving Father who provides all of the resources we will need for our lives.
It does not matter what we are in the midst of, what the circumstance or situation is, God is
there with us. He is resilient, and all he asks from us is to have faith  a sure and certain faith
that leads to a daring confidence in his grace. My lack of confidence when I was younger is
similar to my lack of confidence in God early in my life. Thankfully I had wonderful parents to
encourage me, and through their support, I became more confident. Even more thankfully I
have a God who encourages me and sustains me, and through his support, I become ever more
confident in him. God is beyond anything we can imagine, and our confidence in him is through
our faith. Each day as we grow that faith and deepen the relationship he wants to have with
each of us, it brings him great joy. Praise be to God! | Melodie

But blessed is the one who trusts in the
Lord, whose confidence is in him.
They will be like a tree planted by the
water that sends out its roots by the
stream. It does not fear when heat
comes; its leaves are always green.
It has no worries in a year of drought
and never fails to bear fruit.
Jeremiah 17:7-8 (NRSV)
Photo credit: Matthias Ripp, used by permission creativecommons.org
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Missions and Ministries
May Mission: Michigan United Methodist Camps
Our Missions team continues its support of United
Methodist Camps during the month of May. Besides
sponsorship of the needs of a selected cabin or
campsite at one of the UMC summer camps, our
team also offers 10 scholarships to youth from our
church or community.
Thank you for your
prayerful support of Christian camping experiences
for our youth.
Hillsdale County CROP Walk
The Hillsdale County CROP
Walk will take place on Sunday
May 7. For more information,
or if you would like to sponsor
a walker, please contact Jim Bowen at 517-610-2461
or jbowen1911@gmail.com. Thank you for your
support!
Building Update | Final Plans are coming
together for Our Heritage, Our Turn, God’s
Tomorrow  the plan to install a 4-level
elevator, to relocate and update restrooms,
and repair the boiler heating system which is
in need of serious attention. This winter it
was discovered that the boilers which date
back 25+ years are declining rapidly, with
one of the three boilers already out of
commission. To upgrade the boilers and
other aspects of the heating system, there
will be greater efficiency and energy savings
as well as regaining more space.
The project now includes the elevator,
restrooms, and the heating system for an
approximate renovation total of $1.2 million.
Paying for these improvements will be in
part from the Clay Trust, our 3-year pledge
commitment from members and friends, and
a mortgage as needed.

There was an informational meeting held on
April 30 immediately after the 9:30 worship
in the sanctuary to present details on the
building plans and the Capital Campaign. If
you were unable to attend that meeting,
another is planned for Sunday, May 7 after
both services.
When the committee chose our slogan, Our
Heritage, Our Turn, God’s Tomorrow,
members were reminded of what has been
done over the last 150 years through wars,
economic depressions, and social changes.
When the need was identified, the resources
were delivered. Our faith and trust in God
has been assured. Our gratitude to those
who have kept the building in good shape is
well deserved. As the slogan says, it is our
turn to maintain the building for the future
work to be done for God’s kingdom right
here in downtown Hillsdale.
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Education News and Notes
Easter People in a Good Friday World | As
Christians, this is our mission. We are to live
lives that channel the peace, love, and joy of
our resurrected Lord while still living in our
imperfect, challenging, and stressful lives.
Worship and Bible study build our
community of faith and help us to make sense
of the dichotomy of our lives. We are Easter
People. We still live imperfect lives in an
imperfect world and that can be very
frustrating.
I found the following article interesting and
full of insight.
“Frightened people want to make sure
nobody shakes things up. The chief priests
and Pharisees say they’re afraid someone
will steal the body. Maybe they fear
something else altogether. What if the
prediction actually happens? What if Jesus
got up and walked out of that tomb? If that
happens, nothing will be the same again. If
that happens, they have to view the world
in a new light, a NEW LIGHT, and that
prospect is nothing short of terrifying. So
let’s maintain the status quo.
‘Make it as secure as you can,’ Pilate tells
the guard, the chief priests, and the
Pharisees. They head off to the tomb with
what has to be the easiest assignment in
history—make sure a dead man stays dead.
But how do soldiers secure the world
against a miracle?” (Disciplines, 2017, p.133)
May we all keep our eyes open for miracles
and blessings while daily putting on our full
armor of God: truth, righteousness, faith,
salvation, God’s word, and prayer. (Ephesians
6:14-18)
Kids’ Fest, June 21 | Come
and share the love of Jesus
with the children of our
community at Kids’ Fest on
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Wednesday, June 21 from 10:00 am - 3:00
pm. We will set up on the morning of the
event. We will have a sticker craft and hand
out free bags and mini beach balls. There will
be sign-up forms for Vacation Bible School
and Music Camp. Come and share the love of
Jesus! Sign-up sheets will be in the office
soon!
Vacation Bible School
We will be heading into
the Maker Fun Factory for
Vacation Bible School this
summer. We’ll start each
evening with music and a
gathering time. Next we’ll have our
wonderful child-friendly supper then head
into our different stations: Bible Discovery
(where Bible stories come to life),
Imagination Station (crafts and science),
Game Makers (games on the lawn), and
KidVid Cinema. We’ll end with more music
and a quick wrap-up at our Funshop Finale.
There are loads of ways that you can help
bring the love of Jesus to the children of our
community. Here are just a few: pray, invite a
neighbor, bring a neighbor, help lead music,
help with crafts, help tell the Bible story, lead
a small group of children around to different
stations, help put up decorations, help take
down decorations, help build decorations,
help with games, and/or help with
registration. Keep your eye on this space for
outreach and neighbor loving opportunities
as the month of June approaches.
You can contact me at church on Sunday or
Tuesday mornings, or email me anytime at:
bowen.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com.
God loves you! And so do I! | Marla

Bulletin Board Headlines
Prayer Requests | Prayers for anyone who
is in need of God’s comfort and peace.
Prayers for the church and its ministries.
Current: Clair Booth, Pat Cruz, Ethel
Ferguson
Continuing: Debbie Bigelow, Tom Bildner,
Jack Bowles, Lorna Busch, Danny and Chrissy
Coles, Shirley Connolly, the family of Jean
Dieterle, Lynn George, Kristine Hasty, Beth
Headington, Pat Laurell, Beckie Miller, Jackie
Mitchell, Bettie Monroe, Carolyn Parker,
Gene Parker, Bonnie Reamer, Betty
Scheibner, Linda Smith, Maggie Swan, Daryl
Sweet, Larry Sydor, Carol Tindall, Clifton
Wells, Crystal Wilkin, Rev. Tamara Williams
In Nursing Care or at Home: Dorothy
Aspinall (in Illinois), Sammy Brink, B.J. Clark,
Shirley Connolly, Susie Eichler, Lois
Fosbender, Bev Hart, Bert Hill, Ruth Huston,
Jackie Mitchell, Bettie Monroe, Colleen
Ridenour, Bob Scholl, Mary Sodergren, Carol
Tindall
Serving in the Military: Ricardo Arellano,
Emily Mitchell
Note of Thanks
Thank you very much for the funds given to
us from the meals. We attend many events,
and the money helps a lot.
Sincerely, Troop 174

Anniversaries
May
12
May
18
May
18
May
27
June
22
June
23
June
26
June
26
June
27
Birthdays
May
1
May
10
May
14
May
20
May
20
May
21
May
21
May
24
May
24
May
31
June
3
June
4
June
8
June
10
June
11
June
14
June
16
June
17
June
20
June
20
June
21
June
22
June
25
June
27

Stuart and Marlene Risedorph
Corbett and Emily Amburgey
Wes and Liz McNair
Tom and Pat Bildner
Chuck and B.J. Holton
Roger and Pat Brook
Dick and Chris Deller
Rick and Vickie Lee
Janell Wilson and Joel Fontana
Sheri Piper
Dick Deller
Mary Sodergren
Tyler Hegwood
Pat Iszler
Michael Helton
Jill Monroe
Dorothy Aspinall
Judy Burgee
Melodie Coles
Sue Walter
Beckie Miller
Andy Fontana
Bethany Bowen
Pat Vreeland
Joe Scheibner
Bob Scholl
Coby Nash
Mark Caldwell
Steve Monroe
Gela Vreeland
Shirley Connolly
Dorothy Merriman
Wanda Holland

Mary Jean Tennant Circle | The Mary Jean Tennant circle met on Wednesday, April 19 in the
Church lounge. Thirteen members and 3 guests were educated on the history of the church. The
informative program was given by Ardice Casarda and Barb Vallieu. We all learned so many
facts and important dates. The refreshments were served by Sue Walter and Skip Payne. Our
next meeting is on May 17 at the home of Jan Tesch. The program will be 100 Women Who
Care and will be presented by Carol Stanley. All women of the church are welcome.
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MAY 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7p Boy Scouts

7

12p Kiwanis
1p Garden Club
5:15p Handbells
6p Lions’ Club

9:30a First Light
1:30p Quilters
6p First Light
6p Men’s Bible
Study
6:30p Radio Club
Board

6:30p Choir
8p Praise Band

5-7p Community
Dinner

9:30a Worship 8
9
10
11
12
13
11a Worship
5:30p Trustees
12p Kiwanis
9:30a First Light
5:30p KJP Board 4-7p String Recital
9a-noon String
10:30 and noon
6:30p Building
5:15p Handbells
1:30p Quilters
Meeting
Rehearsal Recital Rehearsal
Bldg Comm
Committee
7p Finance
6p First Light
6:30p Choir
(Sanctuary)
(Sanctuary)
Presentation
7p Boy Scouts
6p Men’s Bible
8p Praise Band
1p CROP Walk
Study
from Trinity
Lutheran

14

15

9:30a Worship
(Sanctuary)
11a Worship
(Fellowship Hall)

21
9:30a Worship
11a Worship with
breakfast
12p Bldg Comm
Presentation
3p String Recital
(Sanctuary)
7p Singspiration
(Montgomery)
28

9:30a Worship

(Sanctuary)
11a Worship
(Fellowship Hall)

6:30p Worship
Team
7p Boy Scouts

16
17
18
19
5:15p Handbells
9:30a First Light
1p Love, INC
6p Kiwanis
1:30p Quilters
6:30p Choir
6:30p Habitat for
6p First Light
8p Praise Band
Humanity
6p Men’s Bible
Study
7p Mary Jean
Tennant Circle
(offsite)

20
NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE

22
1:30p 23
24
25
26
27
ArtWorks Board
12p Kiwanis
9:30a First Light
6:30p Choir
KJP last day of
7p Ad Board
5:15p Handbells
1:30p Quilters
8p Praise Band
school
7p Kiwanis Board
6p First Light
(Offsite)
6p Men’s Bible
7p Boy Scouts
Study
7p Advance
Commitment
Reception
(Lounge)
29
MEMORIAL DAY
7p Boy Scouts

30

31
June 1
June 2
June 3
12p Kiwanis 9a KJP Graduation
ANNUAL
ANNUAL
ANNUAL
5:15p Handbells
Practice
CONFERENCE
CONFERENCE
CONFERENCE
9:30a First Light
6:30p Choir
1:30p Quilters
8p Praise Band
6p First Light
6p Men’s Bible
Study
6p KJP Graduation

SUNDAY SERVE: MAY - JUNE
Updated April 30, 2017

The Worship Team is still hoping to add to the list of folks willing to take a turn at ushering on
Sunday mornings. This ministry is an important part of welcoming the congregation and
visitors to worship. Won't you consider stepping forward to help out? The boxes in yellow still
need volunteers, and all dates in July through December are still available.
Please contact the office if you'd like to serve.
Audio
Tech

Ushers

Counters

Greeters

7

Janice
Kizer

Cheryl
Paul

Jim
Tesch

Tim
Walter

Sue
Walter

Craig
Connor

Tim
Walter

Sue
Walter

Sam
Nash

14

Ron
Boman

Kay
Boman

Pat
Bowditch

Gail
Clow

Robin
Curtis

Jim
Tesch

Tim
Walter

Sue
Walter

Sam
Nash

21

George
Snyder

Lenore
Snyder

Rick
Piper

Dennis
Fadden

Al
Jagger

Craig
Connor

Tim
Walter

Sue
Walter

Sam
Nash

28

Carlene
Patterson

Charlene
Moore

Pam
Tippner

Tim
Walter

Jim
Tesch

John
White

Tim
Walter

Sue
Walter

Sam
Nash

Kathy
Nestorak

Jun

Greeters

Acolyte

Coffee
Hour

4

Dennis
Fadden

Colleen
Fadden

Jim
Tesch

Tim
Walter

Martha
Smith

Janell
Wilson

Jim
Bowen

Marla
Bowen

Coby
Nash

Colleen
Fadden

11

Rick
Piper

Sheri
Piper

Pat
Bowditch

George
Snyder

Lenore
Snyder

Jim
Tesch

Jim
Bowen

Marla
Bowen

Coby
Nash

MJT
Circle

18

Wanda
Holland

Gail
Clow

Rick
Piper

Dennis
Fadden

Craig
Connor

Jim
Bowen

Marla
Bowen

Coby
Nash

25

Jamie
Vreeland

Pat
Vreeland

Dan
Nestorak

Kathy
Nestorak

John
White

Jim
Bowen

Marla
Bowen

Coby
Nash

Audio
Tech

Ushers

Barb
Vallieu

Acolyte

Coffee
Hour

May

Counters

Gail
Clow
Sue
Walter
Jan
Tesch

Kay
Franks
Jan
Tesch

Building Facts and Figures:
Did you know…?


The present sanctuary was built in 1864. It was a “well-built plain edifice with a tall New England steeple.”



The belfry was added to the original structure in 1889 and the entrance was moved from the middle of the
original north side to the current North Street entrance.




There is a one-of-a-kind bell in the steeple with “Hallelujah” inscribed on it. It was rung 100 times on
December 31, 1899 to bring in the new century.

The original stained glass windows were created in 1908 when the east side of the sanctuary was added and
the pews were configured in the current amphitheater arrangement.
YEAR

PROJECT

COST THEN

COST NOW

1958

Educational Unit

$163,126

$1,358,561

1957

Parsonage

$ 31,462

$ 269,621

1950

Austin Organ

$ 88,000

$ 180,400

1908

Value of Church Property

$ 12,500

$ 295,695

1908

Value of Parsonage

$ 2,500

$

59,131

Summer Events for Children and Youth
Vacation Bible School
Music
Bible Stories
Imagination Station
Games
KidVid Cinema
Snacks and Supper

Music Camp

Registration required by June 26

June 26 - June 29, 2017

July 17 - July 20, 2017

5:00 - 7:30 pm (supper provided)

9:00 am - 1:00 pm (lunch provided)

Hillsdale First United Methodist Church
45 N. Manning St , Hillsdale, MI 49242
517.437.3681 | office.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com
www.hillsdalefirstumc.com
facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Pastor: Rev. Pat Brook
brook.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com
Director of Music: John Ourensma
ourensma.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com
Associate Director of Music: Renee Nestorak
nestorak.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com
Director of Educational Ministries: Marla Bowen
bowen.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com
Director of Youth Ministries/Church Administrator:
Pam Laurell, laurell.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com
Facilities Supervisor: Jeff Kornak
kornak.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com
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