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Being and Tending Jesus’ Sheep
In one of Jesus’ post-resurrection appearances to
his disciples, he made breakfast. That’s right,
Jesus took a couple of fish and grilled them over
the fire. Then he invited his disciples to come and
share that meal with him. After the meal was
over, Jesus took Peter aside and asked him,
“Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Three times
Jesus asked the same question. Each time Peter
answered, “Lord, you know that I love you.” And
three times Jesus repeated his command to Peter
to love, tend, and care for his sheep.
The heart of these verses in John 21 lies in the
relationship between Peter’s love for Jesus and
the charge to feed Jesus’ sheep. When Jesus
translates Peter’s love for him into the command,
“feed my sheep,” Jesus is reminding Peter (and
us) of what it means to love: “This is my
commandment, that you love one another as I
have loved you. No one has greater love than this,
to lay down one’s life for another.” John 15:12-13
Each day I imagine Jesus asking me the same
question, “Pat, do you love me?” and me
answering as Peter did, “Lord, you know that I
love you,” and Jesus replying, “then feed, tend,
and care for my sheep.” Each day then I am
reminded to live out Jesus’ love; that is, to love
others as Jesus loves me. And each day I am
reminded that living out Jesus’ love just might
require some sacrifice on my part, some
reordering of priorities, some doing of things I
might not want to do.
I see Jesus’ charge to Peter, a charge that lives on
through the centuries to rest on you and on me,
as complementary to Matthew’s statement of
Jesus’ commission to “go and make disciples”
Matthew 28:19-20. We who are disciples of Jesus
Christ, we as the church of Jesus Christ, go and
make disciples as we feed, tend, and care for
Jesus’ sheep by loving others as Jesus loves us.
For us today in the church, that means going out
and seeking those who do not have a relationship

with God, inviting, welcoming, and walking
alongside of them as together we grow as
disciples of Jesus Christ.
In my newsletter article last month, I mentioned
two ways that the Administrative Board has
committed the church to carrying out Jesus’
commission: through free meals and through the
community concert series. Unfortunately, I
implied that these were the only ways that we are
to carry out the mission. That was not my intent.
In fact, all of the ministries of the church have the
same missional foundation of “growing in love of
God and neighbor, making disciples of Jesus
Christ, and serving others” carried out through a
process of invitation, extravagant welcome and
hospitality, building Christian relationships, and
walking alongside of one another as we together
grow as disciples of Jesus Christ. While the
community dinners, third Sunday breakfasts, and
concert series are ways of doing that, so are all of
our ministries.
Three more of those ministries are highlighted in
this newsletter: Kid’s Fest, Vacation Bible School,
and Joyful Noise. The goal of each of these
ministries is to invite people, in these cases
children and their parents, into a relationship
with Jesus Christ. In each effort, we will invite,
welcome, show generous hospitality, engage in
building loving relationships in Christ’s name so
that together we might grow as disciples of Jesus
Christ. We as givers will grow just as much as
those who will receive, and together we will
become the church who again invites, welcomes,
shows generous hospitality, engages in building
loving relationships in Christ’s name so that
together we might all grow as disciples of Jesus
Christ.
That’s our mission. That’s our work. That’s our
commitment as the church of Jesus Christ.
Pastor Pat

God Shines Through the Storm
Have you ever been caught in a really bad thunderstorm
– the kind where you’re not even going to attempt to go
out in it? If you’re like me, you find yourself looking up at
the sky to monitor how bad it’s getting and watching the
trees to check how hard the wind is blowing. I often
wonder what I’m really looking for, since clearly I can’t
control how hard it rains or how strong the wind blows,
but I still always find myself looking.
The other day I was in a spot just like that. The storm was
brewing and the clouds were dark black and grey. The
rain was coming down hard, and the thunder sounded
with big bangs as it roared through the sky. I had made it
to my car in the parking lot, and not wanting to drive in
the storm, there I sat, worried about the storm and
hoping it didn’t get much worse. To say the least, I was
scared because it was pretty nasty right outside my car
windows. About a half hour later the storm settled down,
and as I looked in my rearview mirror I saw the black
clouds separating on the horizon and through them
shined the brightest and most vibrant sun. It seemed
huge and was like the color of fire. It was so beautiful.
As I sat there looking at the clouds splitting apart, exposing more of the sun, the Christian radio station
I was listening to was sharing the verse Isaiah 43:2, “When you pass through the waters, I will be with
you; And through the rivers, they will not overwhelm you.” As I stared in awe of the beautiful sun
hiding behind those dark clouds, I thought of how God is there, even in our darkest storms. He is always
with us, even if we don’t think we can see Him. He is there to keep us calm, to bring us peace, to bring
us through the storms of our lives. God never leaves our side. When I got home I looked for other
versions of that same verse (Isaiah 43:2), and I found this one in The Message: “Don’t be afraid, I’ve
redeemed you. I’ve called your name. You’re mine. When you’re in over your head, I’ll be there with
you. When you’re in rough waters, you will not go down. When you’re between a rock and a hard
place, it won’t be a dead end – because I am GOD, your personal God, the Holy of Israel, your Savior.”
And I thought - WOW!
The rest of the evening I kept thinking about the many ways God has always been with me and my
family through the storms, but through the good days too – every single day, always. And I praised Him.
I also thought about how some people may not have a relationship with Jesus, or know that He is with
them, and that He is their personal God. And I prayed for them. We may not always know when
someone is in the midst of a storm in their life, but we can always trust in our God, that he is with all of
us, and we can share that message with everyone we come in contact with so that they, too, can know
and believe in that. Share the love today, from your relationship with Jesus, through a smile, a kind
word, or a prayer, so that others may come to know God and grow in a relationship with Jesus, too. Let
God shine through you, just as the sun came through the dark clouds in a bright and beautiful way, so
others will be able to see Him shine through the storms and through all days of their life. | Melodie
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Education News and Notes
There will be a planning meeting at 7:00 pm, Monday, May 16 in the Lounge.
Please come and help finalize our plans for Kids’ Fest and Vacation Bible School.
Sunday Ministry Opportunities
Children’s Church, 9:30 and 11:00 am |
Children’s church meets 52 Sundays per year at
both the 9:30 and 11:00 am services. Children
leave the worship service to read and study the
scripture, usually discussing the same scriptures
that have been presented in worship. We also do
crafts and activities related to the day’s lesson.
There is always room for additional helpers for
this ministry to children.
Nursery Care, 9:30 and 11:00 am | Having a
staffed nursery presents a welcoming sight to
parents of young children. There are ministry
opportunities to serve in the nursery, to help
create nursery policy and staffing plans, and to
secure nursery workers.
Children’s Outreach Opportunities
In addition to our weekly opportunities to reach
children every Sunday we plan special events to
invite children into relationship with Jesus. Two
of those events are coming up in June and July:
the Kids’ Fest booth and Vacation Bible School.
Kids’ Fest Booth | On Wednesday, June 15 from
10:00 am to 3:00 pm we will have a booth at the
Hillsdale County Kids’ Fest. This annual event
happens in the new merchant’s building at the
Hillsdale County Fairgrounds. There are loads of
opportunities for meeting and working with
children on that day or working behind the
scenes to set up the booth or clean up at the end.
Setup can be done on Tuesday afternoon or on
Wednesday morning. Volunteers can sign up to
work in one-hour shifts. The booth will be
staffed from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm with helpers
who talk with children and families about all that
the church has to offer, including weekly
worship with children’s church, Vacation Bible
School, and Music Camp.

I will need a few extra volunteers for Kids’ Fest
this year since I cannot be on site. We have had
crafts and free items for nearly 1000 children in
the past. There will be sign-up forms for
Vacation Bible School and Music Camp, too.
Come share the love of Jesus with the children of
our community!
Vacation Bible School — Cave Quest: Following
Jesus, the Light of the World | Vacation Bible
School will be the week of July 11 to July 14 from
5:00 pm to 7:30 pm. Each evening will start with
music and worship, followed by a short meal and
a couple of hours of fun and learning! Games,
crafts, fellowship, and music will fill our hearts
and minds with the love of Jesus.
Please come and join in the fun and celebration!
How is God calling you to be loving toward the
children at our church and in our community?
There are opportunities to set up, tear down,
decorate, lead worship or a small group, help
with crafts, games, or music, as well as to pray
for individual children and helpers.
Come and be the light of Christ for our neighbors
who are children. | Marla
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Missions and Ministries
Buiding Notes | A month after the lightning strike on the steeple of
the church, we are still finding things that were affected, and we
are working on remedies.
Here is a summary:
 Steeple was removed on March 11 by crane.
 Roof was temporarily repaired until a decision is made
on a replacement steeple.
 Missing and damaged bell tower bricks will be repaired.
 A structural engineer has been engaged to assess
structural integrity throughout the building.
 Replacement of various electronics and electrical
equipment (projector, balcony and office computer,
lounge television, youth room humidifier) is awaiting
insurance response.
Photo credit: Barb Vallieu

Building Renovations | After receiving the recommendations of Horizons Stewardship, the Building
Study Committee has met to consider next steps. The committee has tasked itself with: 1) reviewing
the Master Plan provided by John Brown of Selzer Associates to begin a process of prioritization; 2)
reviewing possible financial resources; 3) clarifying how building renovations can support present
and future ministry needs. The committee will meet with the Finance and Stewardship Committee
early in May.
May Mission: United Methodist Summer Camps
Thank you for your contributions to our mission in
support of Hillsdale County Habitat for Humanity.
HCHFH currently has two ongoing rehab projects
in Jonesville and Litchfield, and your support will
assist with their mission in our communities.
During May we will continue our support of
United Methodist Summer Camps.
Your missions contributions this month will be
used for much-needed improvements or
equipment for one or two designated summer
camps. These mission funds are in addition to the
ten camp scholarships we provide to children in
our church and the community. The team
appreciates your continued support for our
monthly projects. With your prayerful support, we
are able to help many others in the name of Christ.
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From the Director of Music
Many of you may have noticed that a certain bass
singer is no longer sitting with the choir on
Sunday mornings. After nearly 50 years of faithful
commitment to rehearsals and Sunday morning
services, Bob Scholl has retired from the Chancel
Choir. In years past he was also a long-time
member of the handbell choir. While I've only
known him for the few years that I've been in
Hillsdale, Bob exhibited the kind of commitment
to the choir (and to the church) that really makes
a difference. He certainly loved singing! And, while
you may have wondered, Bob's voice was still very
good – he could hold his own on those bass lines.
We are all grateful for his years of dedicated and
faithful service.
As I plan ahead for music in worship, I'm always
thinking almost two or more months ahead to
make choices, order music, and get the new tunes
worked into the rehearsal schedule. And,
suddenly, I'm looking at planning for the month of
June. JUNE? How did that happen so fast? It looks
like the first Sunday in June will be the final
Sunday for both the Handbell and Chancel Choirs.
It will be a joyful service of worship and praise
with extra offerings from both groups. I hope you
will offer members of both groups a word of
thanks for their dedicated service as ministers of
music.
During the months of June, July, and August, we'll
have the opportunity to hear a great variety of
music from soloists, duets, and small ensembles.
Many will be our own folks, but I intentionally
invite musicians from the community to enrich
our worship as well; partly because it gives our
own musicians a little break, partly because it
gives our ears some fresh sounds, and partly
because having guest musicians provides us with
yet another opportunity to demonstrate God's
love. I hope you will make a special effort to
welcome and thank our guest musicians after
worship!
It's going to happen again… After a great first time
Joyful Noise! music camp last year, we'
ve scheduled
another one for this summer.

The second annual Joyful
Noise! Camp will run from
August 22-25, from 9:00 am to
1:00 pm. The camp is open to
any child entering grades 2-8
this fall. Look for more
information
and
publicity
forthcoming. In the meantime I
would ask for your prayers that
this venture to reach out would
be a blessing for all who attend,
and that it be a very special
way for us to demonstrate
God's love to the children of
our community. And – perhaps some of you would
be happy to help…?
I also want to offer a word of thanks to all who
made the April 17 Community Concert by the
Kalamazoo Ringers such a fun afternoon. It was
well-attended and well-received by all. Thanks to
the many behind the scenes supporters — the
staff, our Handbell Choir hosts, the kitchen crew
and all who supplied food, the ushers and
greeters, and especially to those of you who
invited folks to come to this event.
I would challenge us all to think more about
inviting others to any and all of our church
activities. Not just the obvious things we publicize
like concerts, dinners, and breakfasts — although
as a whole I'm certain that despite their success,
we are still underutilizing these events to actually
invite folks. What about Joyful Noise!, Kid's Fest,
or VBS? Are you one who openly comments that
we have no kids around? So then, are you willing
to help do something to at least try to change that?
And what about Sunday worship? Our worship
services provide two wonderful opportunities
every week to invite someone to come with you to
church. But I've come to believe that our worship
services are actually the most "under-invited"
activities of all! And that's very troubling.
May God give us new resolve and commitment.
SDG, JO

May 2016 | 5

MAY 2016
Sun

Mon

1 9:30a Worship 2
(Sanctuary)
11a Worship
(Fellowship Hall)
1:30p CROP Walk
4p Baby Shower
7p Boy Scout
Committee

Tue
3

7p Boy Scouts

7a First Light
12p Kiwanis
5:15p Handbells
6p Lions Club
6:30p SLT
7p Young Adult
Bible Study
7:30p Building
Study Committee

Wed
4

Thu

Fri

Sat

9:30a First 5
6
Light
6:30p Choir
1:30p Quilters
8p Praise Band
6p First Light
6p Men’s Bible
Study
6p Radio Club
Board

8 9:30a Worship 9
10 7a First Light 11
9:30a First 12
13
(Sanctuary)
12p Kiwanis
Light
1p Love, INC
11a Worship
5:30p Trustees
1p Garden Club
1:30p Quilters
5:30p KJP Board
(Fellowship Hall)
6:30p Finance/
5:15p Handbells
6p First Light
6:30p Choir
Building Study
7p Finance/Fdn
6p Men’s Bible
Joint Meeting
7p Young Adult
Study
7p Boy Scouts
Bible Study 7:15p ONE Team

7
5-7p Community
Dinner

14
3:30p Recital
Rehearsal

8:30a Recital
Rehearsal

15 9:30a Worship 16
17 10:45a Summit 18
10:30a MJT 19
20
21
(Sanctuary)
6:30p Hillsdale
Financial
Outing
6:30p Choir
NEWSLETTER
11a Worship
Community
12p Kiwanis
1:30p Quilters
6:30p Hillsdale
DEADLINE
(Fellowship Hall) Theatre Rehearsal
5:15p Handbells
6:30p Hillsdale
Community
2p Hillsdale
7p Boy Scouts 6:30p Habitat for
Community Theatre Rehearsal
Community
Humanity Theatre Rehearsal
7p Radio Club
Theatre Rehearsal
6:30p Hillsdale
6p Men’s Bible
8p Praise Band
Community
Study
Theatre Rehearsal
7p AYSO Board
7p Young Adult
Bible Study
22 9:30a Worship 23
24 7a First Light 25
9:30a First 26
27
(Sanctuary)
1:30p ArtWorks
12p Kiwanis
Light
6:30p Choir
11a Worship with
6:30p Worship
2p Earl Nisbett
1:30p Quilters
8p Praise Band
breakfast
Committee Memorial Service
6p First Light
(Fellowship Hall)
7p Ad Board
5:15p Handbells
6p Men’s Bible
2p HCCSA Recital 7p Kiwanis Board
7p Young Adult
Study
7p Singspiration
7p Boy Scouts
Bible Study
(Camden)

29 9:30a Worship 30
31 7a First Light
(Sanctuary) MEMORIAL DAY12p Kiwanis
11a Worship
Office Closed
5:15p Handbells
(Fellowship Hall)
7p Young Adult
7p Boy Scouts
Bible Study
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Lauren MitchellOpen House

Bulletin Board Headlines
Note of Thanks | Dear Church Family,
Our family wants to thank all of you for your
kindness, love, and support during our very
difficult times. We want to thank you for all the
cards, phone calls, and visits.
Thanks to Pastor Pat for her lovely words of
memorial for Dorothy and words of
encouragement to us. We want to thank John for
his lovely music.
Our family is very grateful to the ladies of the
church who gave their time, energy, and cooking
talents to provide our family and friends with
the very good luncheon. | The Dororthy Jagger
Family
Mary Jean Tennant Circle | The next meeting
on Wednesday, May 18 will be a field trip to
Archbold, Ohio. Members will meet at the church
parking lot and will carpool, leaving at 10:30 am.
Plans are to eat lunch upon arriving at the
downtown diner in Archbold, then to visit the
Ten Thousand Villages store to learn about how
it operates to help people in other counties.
Members may also browse and purchase
available crafts or products before returning to
the church parking lot between 4:00 - 5:00 pm.
Circle members are asked to contact Sue Walter
at 437-7523, or Jan Tesch at 439-9578 by Friday,
May 13 to confirm whether or not they are able
to go on this fun and informative trip.
Anniversaries
May 12
Stuart and Marlene Risedorph
May 18
Corbett and Emily Amburgey
May 18
Wes and Elizabeth McNair
May 27
Tom and Pat Bildner

Birthdays
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May

1
10
14
16
20
20
21
21
24
24
31

Sheri Piper
Dick Deller
Mary Sodergren
Jenna Holland
Tyler Hegwood
Pat Iszler
Michael Helton
Jill Monroe
Dorothy Aspinall
Judy Burgee
Melodie Coles

Prayer Requests
Current: Pat Bowditch, Ardice Casarda, Ethel
Ferguson, the family of Jeff and Laurie Foust,
Dan Nestorak, Donna Wellein
Continuing: Joan Bertalon, Tom Bildner,
Lorna Busch, Dewey Carpentier, Adam Delcamp,
Dick Emery, Lynn George, Crystal Gimenez,
Kristine Hasty, Bonnie Hinderer, Kent King,
Cheryl Marriott, Dawn Nisbett, Carolyn Parker,
Gene Parker, Katelynn Raymond (Noble and
Anna Mae Bertalon’s great-granddaughter),
Maggie Swan, Daryl Sweet
In Nursing Care or at Home: Dorothy
Aspinall, Sammy Brink, B.J. Clark, Shirley
Connolly, Jean Dieterle, Susie Eichler, Bev Hart,
Bert Hill, Ruth Huston, Jackie Mitchell, Bettie
Monroe, Colleen Ridenour, Bob Scholl, Mary
Sodergren, Carol Tindall

Serving in the Military: Ricardo Arellano,
Emily Mitchell, Matthew Mitchell

My command is this:
“Love each other as I have loved you.”
(John 15:12, NIV)
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Coming Events
JUNE 15, Kids’ Fest
JULY 11-14, Vacation Bible School
AUGUST 22-25 , Joyful Noise! Music Camp
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