
Hillsdale First United Methodist Church       Fifth Sunday of Easter, May 10, 2020 

• Streamed at 9:30 am on facebook https://www.facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC 
• Available for phone-in recording at 11:00 am @ 1-312-626-6799, provide meeting #394 134 739 
• Available for viewing on our church website  http://hillsdalefirstumc.com/  

or YouTube https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRIHbHBJ74jhHeLkO4gAs6A  
 

Gathering 

Greeting and Announcements  

Prelude Hail the Day That Sees Him Rise   

Call to Worship 

There is a secret place. A radiant sanctuary. As real as your own kitchen. More real than that. 
 Constructed of the purest elements. Overflowing with the ten thousand beautiful things.  
Worlds within worlds. Forests, rivers. Velvet coverlets thrown over featherbeds,  
 fountains bubbling beneath a canopy of stars. Bountiful forests, universal libraries.  
A wine cellar offering an intoxication so sweet you will never be sober again.  
 A clarity so complete you will never again forget. 

This magnificent refuge is inside you. Enter. …  
 Put away the incense and forget the incantations they taught you. Ask no permission from the authorities. 
Slip away. Close your eyes and follow your breath to the still place that leads to the invisible path  
 that leads you home. 

Hymn Hail the Day That Sees Him Rise   

1. Hail the day that sees him rise, Alleluia!  
To his throne above the skies, Alleluia!  
Christ, awhile to mortals given, Alleluia!  
Reascends his native heaven, Alleluia! 
 
2. There the glorious triumph waits, Alleluia!  
Lift your heads, eternal gates, Alleluia!  
Christ hath conquered death and sin, Alleluia!  
Take the King of glory in, Alleluia! 
 
3. See! the heaven its Lord receives, Alleluia!  
Yet he loves the earth he leaves, Alleluia!  
Though returning to his throne, Alleluia!  
Still he calls the world his own, Alleluia! 

 
  

4.  Still for us he intercedes, Alleluia! 
His atoning death he pleads, Alleluia! 
Near himself prepares our place, Alleluia! 
He the first fruits of our race, Alleluia! 
 
5. There we shall with you remain, Alleluia! 
Partners in your endless reign, Alleluia! 
See you with unclouded view, Alleluia! 
Find our heaven of heavens in you, Alleluia! 
 
Words by Charles Wesley and Thomas Cotterill 
Music: Robert Williams; harm. by David Evans 
Public Domain 

Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 

I take refuge in you, Lord. 
    Please never let me be put to shame. 
        Rescue me by your righteousness! 
Listen closely to me! 
    Deliver me quickly; 
        be a rock that protects me; 
        be a strong fortress that saves me! 
You are definitely my rock and my fortress. 
    Guide me and lead me  
 for the sake of your good name! 
 

Get me out of this net that’s been set for me 
    because you are my protective fortress. 
I entrust my spirit into your hands; 
    you, Lord, God of faithfulness— 
    you have saved me. 
 

My future is in your hands. 
    Don’t hand me over to my enemies, 
    to all who are out to get me! 
Shine your face on your servant; 
    save me by your faithful love! 
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Prayers of the People 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
   hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come,  
   thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
    as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation,  
   but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
   and the glory forever.  Amen. 

Anthem Because He Lives Gaither 

Proclamation 

Prayer for Illumination 

Living God, long ago, faithful women proclaimed the good news of Jesus' resurrection, and the world was 
changed forever. Teach us to keep faith with them, that our witness may be as bold, our love as deep,  
and our faith as true. Amen. 

Scripture Reading – John 14:1-14 

Song Do Not Let Your Hearts Be Troubled D. Haas 

(Refrain sung by all; verses sung by vocalists) 

Do not let your hearts be troubled,  
have faith in God and faith in me. 

I will go forth to prepare a place for you,  
then I'll come back to take you with me, 

that where I am, you may also be. 

Message Our Heavenly Home 

Response 

Prayer Response 

Architect of the Universe, you have called us to be your home, with your covenant on our hearts. You live in us. 
You have built us up to support one another, to lean on one another in our difficult times and to hold one another 
close to be strong together. Help us to strengthen one another, support one another and lean into each other when 
we are feeling weak and vulnerable. This is who you created us to be, and this is your intention for us, to bear one 
another’s burdens and share in one another’s joys and sorrows. May we live into our created intention more 
deeply because of your love for us. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Passing the Peace May this Peace of Christ be with you!  And also with you. 
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Song I Could Sing of Your Love Forever 
 

 

Over the mountains and the sea 
your river runs with love for me, 
and I will open up my heart  
and let the healer set me free. 
I’m happy to be in the truth 
and I will daily lift my hands, 
for I will always sing  
of when your love came down. 
I could sing of your love forever, 
I could sing of your love forever, 
I could sing of your love forever, 
I could sing of your love forever. 
 
Over the mountains and the sea 
your river runs with love for me, 
and I will open up my heart  
and let the healer set me free. 
I’m happy to be in the truth 
and I will daily lift my hands, 
for I will always sing  
of when your love came down. 
I could sing of your love forever, 
I could sing of your love forever, 
I could sing of your love forever, 
I could sing of your love forever. 

 
 
 
 
Oh, I feel like dancing; 
it's foolishness, I know. 
But when the world has seen the light, 
they will dance with joy  
like we're dancing now. 
I could sing of your love forever, 
I could sing of your love forever, 
I could sing of your love forever, 
I could sing of your love forever. 
 
 
I could sing of your love forever, 
I could sing of your love forever, 
I could sing of your love forever, 
I could sing of your love forever. 
 

Martin Smith © 1994 Curious? Music UK (Admin. by EMI Christian Music 
Publishing) All rights reserved. Reprinted under CCLI License # 3134300 

 
 

Invitation to Offering   

Doxology  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 95 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen 
 

Prayer of Dedication 

Sending 

Hymn Here from All Nations   

1. Here from all nations, all tongues, and all peoples,  
countless the crowd but their voices are one;  
vast is the sight and majestic their singing  
“God has the victory: he reigns from the throne!”   
 
2. These have come out of the great tribulation,  
now they may stand in the presence of God,  
serving their Lord day and night in his temple,  
ransomed and cleansed by the Lamb's precious blood.   
 
3. Gone is their thirst and no more shall they hunger,  
God is their shelter, his power at their side.  
Sun shall not pain them, no burning will torture;  
Jesus the Lamb is their shepherd and guide.   

 
 
4. He will go with them to clear living water  
flowing from springs which his mercy supplies;  
gone is their grief and their trials are over,  
God wipes away every tear from their eyes.   
 
5. Blessing and glory and wisdom and power 
 be to the Savior again and again;  
might and thanksgiving and honor forever 
be to our God: Alleluia! Amen.  
 
Words © 1973 The Jubilate Group (admin. Hope Publishing Company, 380 S Main 
Pl, Carol Stream, IL 60188). Reprinted under CCLI License # 3134300 
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Hillsdale First United Methodist Church 
45 N. Manning St., Hillsdale, MI 49242  |  517-437-3681 

www.hillsdalefirstumc.com  |  facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC 
 

Rev. Rob McPherson, Pastor | John Ourensma, Director of Music | Reneeˊ Nestorak, Associate Dir of Music | 
Pam Laurell, Church Administrator | Tana Trombly, Children’s Ministries Dir| Jeff Kornak, Facility Supervisor 

 
 

Blessing 

Postlude Here from All Nations   
 

Call to Worship Mirabai Starr, “The Calling” from the Introduction to her translation of Teresa of Avila's The Interior Castle  / Prayer for Illumination. . Revised Common Lectionary 
Prayers copyright © 2002 Consultation on Common Texts admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. /Prayer Response.  Liturgy created/adapted by Rev. Mindi Welton-
Mitchell, rev-o-lution.org, 2014. / Do Not Let Your Hearts Be Troubled. D. Haas © 1995 GIA Publications. Reprinted under Onelicense #A723218.  
 

 

You may mail your offerings and contributions to our postal address below.  
You may also contact your bank and set up online payments directly to the church’s account.  

Please call the office for details. 
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