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Living into Baptism 

In the ancient tradition of Lent, the church covenants to walk alongside of those 

who are preparing for baptism at Easter. Though most of us have been baptized, 

this year we are committing to walk alongside of each other as we experience 

again what it means to live into our baptism. Living into our baptism offers 

another perspective on the practices of living as a disciple of Jesus Christ. 

Baptism is an act of God that leads us toward living together as followers of 

Christ. Baptism initiates us into a community of faith. Through baptism we are 

committed to living among God’s faithful people; we are a part of the whole. We 

cannot separate ourselves from the community and still expect to live the 

baptized life. In the baptized life, we gather in prayer around “the scriptures 

read and preached so that Christ is encountered as the mercy of God and the 

source of life.” We taste the meaning of the “word by giving thanks over (the) 

bread and cup and eating and drinking”, together. We become a word and table 

centered community “enlivened by the Spirit” to gather others to the assembly, 

“continually teaching both” ourselves and “newcomers the mercy and mystery 

of God,” so that they, too, might be washed by God. (quotes from the book, 

Central Things by Gordon Lathrop) 

During this season of Lent, we again learn of God’s covenant with humanity and 

with God’s creation. We have already heard of the one-sided covenant that God 

made with Noah promising never again to use his power to destroy. Through 

the coming weeks we will learn more about the nature of God as God covenants 

with Abraham, with the people at Mt. Sinai, with Moses in the wilderness, and 

finally, the new covenant God spoke of through the prophet Jeremiah that will 

allow people to know God by heart. Each of these revelations of God is 

connected to God’s work through Jesus Christ and to our work as followers of 

Jesus Christ. Each historical and spiritual development is important in our 

journeys of faith. 

The sixth Sunday of Lent, March 29, is Palm Sunday, an assembly that not only 

marks Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem, but also the passion of his last 

days. 

Lent is a journey of faith, a journey of memory, and a journey of spiritual 

growth. Come along on the journey; be a community of faith who gathers in 

prayer around the scriptures to encounter Christ as the source of life; taste 

meaning of God’s mercy in the bread and wine; invite and welcome others to 

come with you to pray, to hear the word, and to taste God’s mercy. 

Come, people of God, come to the journey. 

Pastor Pat 
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Create in Me a Clean Heart 

and love be enough.  He loves you more than you can 

ever imagine and He has already forgiven you - ask 

Him to create a clean heart in you. 
 
There are things I let stand between Christ and me 

sometimes, and as we go through this Lenten season I 

am continuing to ask for God to create in me a new 

and right spirit.  I have turned a lot over to God in this 

last year, made what seemed like hard decisions at 

the time, and trusted God with some pretty significant 

changes in my life.  And, from His grace and love, I 

have felt peace and reassurance through it all. By 

opening my heart to God and asking for Him to create 

in me a clean heart, and to put a new and right spirit 

within me, I have been changed and renewed.  I have 

felt His grace and love. 
 
This Lent I am intentionally spending more time in His 

word and spending more time in prayer so that I can 

continually turn my heart over to God.  Be intentional 

this Lent; reach out to God; spend time in His word –  

let Him renew you so that you may go and share the 

joy and love of Christ with others so that they too may 

know of His grace and of His love for all of His chil-

dren.                              —Melodie Coles, Lay Leader 

The psalmist wrote, “Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

and put a new and right spirit within me.”  — (Psalm 

51:10) 

 

I love this verse in Psalm 51.  It reminds me of what 

Lent is and that God, through Jesus Christ, offered us a 

clean heart through His sacrifice. It causes me to realize 

the magnitude of God’s grace, and it moves me to open 

my heart greater for our Lord.  It makes me cry in my 

repentance and shine with the love of Christ as I’m 

renewed.  It is only one verse, of one Psalm, yet it is so 

powerful.  There are days I cry out to God this very 

verse and can feel His ever present love and forgiveness 

surround me. It is His answer of grace that quiets my 

soul. 
 
We all make mistakes; we all sin, but we are also always 

forgiven.  There are no conditions to God’s grace or 

love, for it is His promise to all His children.  Do you 

have something on your heart standing between you 

and God?  He understands if you do and He loves you 

enough to help you get through whatever it is.  Maybe 

 it’s something someone has done to you that you don’t 

feel you can forgive them for yet; maybe it’s a mistake 

from your own past that you don’t think God can 

forgive you for; maybe it’s an addiction you just don’t 

think you are strong enough to overcome.  Whatever it 

is, small or large, turn it over to God in prayer and in 

repentance during this time of Lent and let God’s grace 

 Psalms of the Season 

March   1—Second Sunday in Lent 
Psalm 22: “You who fear the Lord, praise him!” 
 
March   8—Third Sunday in Lent 
Psalm 19: “The heavens are telling the glory  
of God...“ 
 
March 15—Fourth Sunday in Lent 
Psalm 107: “Then they cried to the Lord in their 
trouble, and he saved them from their dis-
tress…” 
 
March 22—Fifth Sunday in Lent 
Psalm 51: “Create in me a clean heart…” 
 
March 29—Palm Sunday 
Psalm 118: “O give thanks to the Lord, for he is 
good; his steadfast love endures forever!” 
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 Sunday Worship Schedule for March 

Date Liturgical Date Focus Scripture Theme Sermon Title 

3/1 Second Sunday in 

Lent 

Gen 17:2 "I will make 
a covenant between 
us and I will give you 
many, many descend-
ants.” 

The covenant rela-

tionship we find in 

God will claim and 

change our lives. 

The Baptized Life: Die 

to Live 

3/8 Third Sunday in Lent Exodus 20:2-3: “I am 

the LORD your God … 

you must have no 

other gods before 

me.” 

God alone frees us 

from the powers that 

oppose us. 

The Baptized Life: Let 

it Go! 

3/15 Fourth Sunday in Lent Numbers 21:7: “So 

Moses prayed for his 

people.” 

The cross is a symbol 

of redemption that 

we do more than look 

upon. 

The Baptized Life: 

Lifted Up 

3/22 Fifth Sunday in Lent Jeremiah 31:31: “The 

time is coming, de-

clares the Lord, when 

I will make a new 

covenant.” 

God has made us for 

himself and our 

hearts are restless 

until they rest in God. 

(Augustine) 

The Baptized Life: By 

Heart 

3/29 Palm/Passion Sunday Mark 14:1 – 15:47 The story of Jesus’ 

triumph and Christ’s 

passion. 

  

4/2 Maundy Thursday 

7:00 pm 

John 13:1-17 A towel, a bowl, a 

loaf of bread, a cup 

I Will Lift Up the Cup 

of Salvation 

4/3 Good Friday  7:00 pm John 18-19 The Cross   



 

 

  

Lenten Breakfast 

The Annual Lenten Breakfast is March 21 at 
9:00 am. The theme is On This Rock I Will 
Build My Church. Music is being planned by 
Faith Liu, Debbi Wyse, and John Ourensma. 
The event began as the White Breakfast in 
1963 and a program is being prepared to 
highlight its history. Any bulletins and photos 
of those events, especially from the early 
years, would be appreciated. Contact Barb 
Vallieu at 437-3806.  

For reservations, please call Shirley 
Cummings at 437-4370 by March 16. 

 
Mary Jean Tennant Circle 

The Mary Jean Tennant Circle will meet on 
Wednesday, March 18th, in the lounge after 
the 24 Hours that Changed the World 
(approximately 7:30 pm).  Gail Clow and 
Chris Deller are the coordinators for this 
meeting.  Please bring at least one canned 
good and/or something for the Agape Cart. 

Jan Tesch, Chairperson 

 

Free Community Dinner 

This month’s dinner is scheduled for March 7 
from 5-7 pm. The menu will feature baked 
pork loin and red potatoes. Your donations 
for this free dinner help CAPA (Child Abuse 
Prevention and Awareness) of Hillsdale. 

 
Thank you 

I would like to thank my family, church 
family, and friends for helping me celebrate 
my 90th birthday with your cards, gifts and 
for coming to my open house. 
God Bless,  
Donna Wellein 
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Pastor: Rev. Pat Brook  
brook.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com 

Director of Music: John Ourensma  
ourensma.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com 

Associate Director of Music: Reneé Nestorak  
nestorak.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com 

Director of Educational Ministries: Marla Bowen  
bowen.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com 

Director of Youth Ministry: Pam Laurell  
laurell.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com 

April 2, 7:00 pm 

Maundy Thursday Service 
 

April 3, 7:00 pm 

Good Friday Service 
 

April 5, 9:30 and 11:00 am 

Easter Services 

Emily Dewey/Joy Circle 

Emily Dewey/Joy circle will meet on Tuesday, 
March 10, 1:30 pm in the lounge. Pat Bildner 
and Charlene Moore will host, and Susan 
French will give Devotions.  

The program will feature A Few Good Men. 
This is a group of young men from Hillsdale 
College that goes out into the community 
and helps with work that people might need 
done around their homes.  

Please bring canned goods or something for 
the hospital layette. 

We invite any woman to join us. If you need 
more information, please contact: 

Shirley Cummings, chairperson, 437-4370 
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Dear Church Family, 

Although Dennis and I are not there to share the weather and all the 
church events, you should know we lift you up in our prayers daily. 
Being here in Florida has not prevented us from being involved in 
the church so that we can be about Christ’s work of serving others as 
disciples of Jesus Christ. There is exciting work to be done so having 
the Finance Committee and Strategic Leadership Team meetings 
with use of Skype technology has been great. 

The Finance Committee for the first part of the new year is focused 
on reviewing and updating charters which are our “roadmap” to give 
focus to our responsibilities to the church so that we can provide 
guidance as to the resources of our church to grow in love, serve 
others, and make disciples of Jesus Christ. The updates will allow for 
the charters to reflect what is required in today’s church so that we 
can be more fruitful in our work of God and the Holy Spirit. 

The Strategic Leadership Team began the new year working to 
clarity the team’s mission statement: 

The mission of the Hillsdale First United Methodist Church Strategic 
Leadership Team (SLT) is to serve God through prayer, word, and in 
offering guidance to our congregation so that the church can focus 

on God’s love and invitation of relationship with him. 

The SLT, including myself, Don Gambill, Judy Burgee, Melodie Coles, 
Gail Clow, and Pastor Pat, is finalizing the core values to support our 
church focus for the next 12-20 months. Having these core values is 
a strong component of the guidance the SLT will give in asking the 
“so that” question of every event, program, and ministry done by 
our committees, teams, and church members. As we finalize those, 
we are also developing a communication plan that will be executed 
in the next month.  

We welcome your comments, questions, and most of all your 
willingness to be involved and engaged to make God’s church in 
Hillsdale a stronger presence in our community for building disciples 
of Jesus Christ. 

Blessings to you all. 

Colleen Fadden 
Finance Committee Chair 
Strategic Leadership Team Chair 
  

 

 COMMUNITY 
CONCERT 

COMING UP! 
 

Sunday 
April 19 
4:00 pm  

 

World-class organ 
virtuoso 

 

Bradley 
Hunter 
Welch 

 
Artist-in-Residence, 

Christ Church 
(Anglican),      Plano, 

Texas 

Dr. Welch is the 2003 
First Place winner of the 

Dallas International 
Organ Competition and 
was also awarded the 
Audience Prize for the 
second time, having 

previously won it in 2000.  

In 2005, he was a 
featured artist at three 
regional conventions of 
The American Guild of 

Organists, and he made 
his European debut in 

France performing in the 
Chartres Festival.  

He has appeared as 
soloist with the Grand 

Rapids Symphony 
Orchestra, the Fort 
Worth Symphony 

Orchestra, and the Dallas 
Symphony Orchestra.   

Finance Committee and Strategic Leadership Team 



 

 

Vacation Bible School  

Summer will be here 
before we know it! So it 
isn’t too early to be 
firming up our Vacation 
Bible School plans.  
 
We had 24 students join 
us in 2014 for our 4 days 
of Weird Animals. Those 
4 days required countless 
volunteer hours for: 
working with children 
during the week, 
gathering supplies, 
decorating, cooking, tear-
down and clean-up.  
 
How can you be involved 
this year? VBS has been 
meeting in the evenings, 
Monday through 
Thursday, to allow 
helpers who have day 
jobs to help us.  
 
Two possible themes this 
year are Everest: 
Conquering Challenges 
with God’s Mighty 
Power, and Shining Star: 
See the Jesus in Me!  
 
Possible dates this year: 
Evenings of Monday, 
June 23 through 
Thursday, June 26. 
 
Please let Marla know if 
you have any suggestions 
for other dates or 
possible themes or 
activities.  
 
  

March Education News and Notes 

 

 

 

 

6 

 

Children’s Church 
We’re still working through the lectionary 
scripture readings using the Whirl curriculum and 
Bibles. These are the same scripture readings that 
we hear in worship each week before we leave for 
children’s church. The bibles that we have been 
using are created specifically to work with our 
curriculum. There are two versions, a full bible 
using the New Revised Standard Version which 
has all the lectionary readings for the full 3 year 
cycle in the back of the bible as well as many bible helps and color coded 
sections and full color child friendly maps.  

 
The Children’s Story Bible has one story for every 
week of the Church year. There are some stories that 
are used every year like during Advent and at Easter 
and Pentecost, but there are usually individual stories 
to go along with the scripture of the week, often from 
the gospel associated with the particular year. This is 
year B of the lectionary, so our stories are from the 
book of Mark. 
 

Nursery Opportunities for the month of March 
We always have loads of opportunities for nursery volunteers! Although we 
don’t regularly have infants in our services, we need to make sure this is covered 
every Sunday. If there are no infants or toddlers the nursery volunteer can return 
to the worship service. Please join us for this opportunity to serve our youngest 
children of God.  
  
When: Sundays in March 
Time: arrive by 9:15 am 
Sign-up sheet: At the back of the sanctuary 
 

CPR/AED Training Completed by Several 
On that snowy and blustery February 14, several of us met at the Reading 
Emergency Unit Training Center right here in Hillsdale to learn CPR and how to 
use our AED (Automated External Defibrillator). Thanks to Dick Deller, Janell 
Wilson, Carol Stanley, Tim Walter, and Jim Bowen for joining me for the training 
on that snowy Saturday. We also invited an Eagle Scout to join us so he could 
learn to use the devices he helped procure for Hillsdale High School as part of his 
Eagle project. Special thanks to Carol for the Valentine cookies! I know there are 
a few other people who would like to attend this training. I’ll plan another 
session in late spring or early summer. 
 

Future events: Kids’ Fest Booth, probably June 17th, 2015 
This is a one day event sponsored by American 1 Credit Union.  
 
As always, you can contact me at church on Sunday or Tuesday mornings. 
You can e-mail me at my church e-mail address at 
bowen.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com.  
 
Blessings to you!   
Marla Bowen 
Director of Educational Ministries 



 

 

As many of you know, our current pipe organ was installed in the early ‘50s and then underwent some 
significant refurbishing in the mid-1990s. Mechanically it is in relatively good condition. In addition to 
mechanical work, 1990 refurbishing made the organ's sound more mellow and sweet. This was a nice 
improvement over the original sound since in the early ‘50s organ builders were horribly unsuccessful 
at trying to imitate European organ tone. All in all, for its modest size, it is a useful and versatile 
instrument. 

The temperature of the air blowing through the pipes, and that of the pipes themselves, directly affect 
the pitch of the tone a pipe makes. Cold air makes a pipe sound flat (lower); warm air makes a pipe 
sound sharp (higher). One of the organ's main issues is that it is surrounded by three un-insulated 
outside brick walls. While in the church it might be a steady 70 degrees, the interior of the organ 
chamber can be as much at 15-20 degrees different. But as the heat or air conditioning remains on in 
the church for several hours, then the sanctuary air gradually begins to circulate into the organ 
chamber through the front grilles. When this happens, some of the organ's pipes are affected by this 
change in air temperature, and some are not -- depending on their location within the organ chamber. 
Additionally, this mixing of air happens sporadically as the air system cycles on and off. The result is 
that the organ slowly goes out of tune with itself over the course of a Sunday morning. And, as a 
whole, the organ rises or falls in relative pitch, making it challenging to ever play anything with the 
piano, handbells, or other instruments. 

Since I've been here two of my former colleagues from Dobson Pipe Organ Builders, my former 
employer, have examined the organ and written a report on the condition of the instrument and some 
possibilities for the future. Components of our Master Plan for the building include giving the organ 
some attention in this regard, as well as thoughts on possibly expanding the instrument.  

Something else you might not be aware of – one of our Music Interns, Faith Liu, who sings in our 
Chancel Choir, has been working with me to go through our extensive music library. With over 1250 
titles, our library has become quite an investment over the years. Faith has been updating the 
database of entries so that I can more effectively and easily search the library for music related to 
certain themes or scripture references. She works at it about 2-4 hours per week and after starting last 
school year, she has been at it all of this school year so far. With a few more "go-throughs" and fine 
tuning, we hope to finish in May. 

I'm really delighted about our April 19 Community Concert featuring my friend, Bradley Welch, from 
Dallas, Texas. I met Bradley in 2009 when the pipe organ company I worked for built an instrument for 
his church at that time, Highland Park United Methodist Church. He's ridiculously talented, 
extraordinarily kind and down to earth, and very serious about his Christian faith and sharing his God-
given abilities at the keyboard. To have him be willing to come to Hillsdale is something slightly shy of a 
miracle!  Mark the date on your calendars and help spread the word. 

 

SDG 

John Ourensma, 
Director of Music 
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From the Director of Music 



 

 

Sunday Worship Services 
 

First Service at 9:30 am 

Held in the Sanctuary, includes hymns and songs with the organ or piano, music by Chancel 
Choir, soloists and instrumentalists, prayer, Bible readings and preaching. 

 

Second Service at 11:00 am 

Held in the Fellowship Hall, includes songs led by a live band and vocalists, prayer, readings 
from the Bible and an interactive, discussion oriented reflection on the Bible readings.  

 

Maundy Thursday, April 2 at 7:00 pm 

Good Friday, April 3 at 7:00 pm 

Easter, April 5 at 9:30 and 11:00 am 

  
COMMUNITY CONCERT COMING UP! 

Sunday, April 19, 4:00 pm  
World-class organ virtuoso 

Bradley Hunter Welch 
Artist-in-Residence, Christ Church (Anglican), Plano, Texas 
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