
Hillsdale First United Methodist Church | First Sunday of Lent, March 6, 2022 

• IN-PERSON 9:30 am in the Sanctuary 
• LIVESTREAM online at 9:30 am on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC  
• on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRIHbHBJ74jhHeLkO4gAs6A? 
• on our church website  http://hillsdalefirstumc.com/  
• and by phone 517-247-2477 

 

Gathering 

Prelude If You But Trust in God to Guide You J. S. Bach 

Greeting and Announcements 

Call to Worship 

Jesus began his ministry to the world, led by the Spirit into the wilderness. 
 As we begin our Lenten journey, let us be led by the Spirit,  
 even into the uncomfortable places. 
In those forty days, and in that place, Jesus was faced with hunger, doubt, and temptation.  
 As we seek to follow Jesus, we would be led, 
 even into the uncomfortable choices. 
Jesus left the wilderness, faithful and obedient to God, rejoicing in the One in whom he trusted.  
 As we continue on our path to faithfulness, we will be led by our Christ, 
 rejoicing in the Lord our God. 
 

Song   We Are People on a Journey 

1. We are people on a journey, 
following where the Master walks. 
We are people on a journey  
in the shadow of the cross. 
What compels? The face of Jesus! 
Who protects? Our faithful guide: 
he who treads the road of service, 
Christ the Lord, the crucified. 
 
2. We are people on a journey, 
taking up the cross of Christ. 
We are people on a journey,  
moving on from death to life. 
We release the sin that tangles. 
We relinquish all acclaim. 
We receive the suffering Savior, 
he our glory, wealth, and fame.  
 
 
 

3. We are people on a journey 
to the table of the Lord. 
We are people on a journey,  
fed by water and the Word. 
We remember, we remember 
how you wash disciples’ feet; 
we remember on the last night 
gifts of wine and bread to eat.  
 
4. We are people on a journey, 
rising up in life reborn. 
We are people on a journey,  
speaking peace, accepting scorn. 
We are walking toward a homeland, 
to a mystery yet unknown; 
to a kingdom coming quickly, 
to the light of God’s own throne. 
Andrew Donaldson | Barbara Carvill | Gerardo Oberman | Gregg DeMey © 2008, 2009 CRC 
Publications / Faith Alive Christian Resources (Admin. by Faith Alive Christian Resources) All 
rights reserved. Reprinted under CCLI License # 3134300 and streamed under CCLI #20153811 

Proclamation

Prayer for Illumination     Artist of souls, you sculpted a people for yourself 
out of the rocks of wilderness and fasting. 

Help us as we take up your invitation to prayer and simplicity, 
that the discipline of these forty days may sharpen our hunger for the feast of your holy friendship, 

and whet our thirst for the living water you offer through Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16  (Refrain: Played once, sung once by vocalists, then by all) 
How safe it is, this hiding place beneath God's everlasting wings.

Living in the Most High’s shelter, 
    camping in the Almighty’s shade, 
I say to the Lord, “You are my refuge, my stronghold! 
    You are my God—the one I trust!”    
   Refrain 

Because you’ve made the Lord my refuge, 
    the Most High, your place of residence— 
        no evil will happen to you; 
        no disease will come close to your tent. 
Because he will order his messengers to help you, 
    to protect you wherever you go. 
They will carry you with their own hands 
    so you don’t bruise your foot on a stone. 
 

You’ll march on top of lions and vipers; 
    you’ll trample young lions and serpents underfoot. 
   Refrain 

God says, “Because you are devoted to me, 
    I’ll rescue you. 
    I’ll protect you because you know my name. 
Whenever you cry out to me, I’ll answer. 
    I’ll be with you in troubling times. 
    I’ll save you and glorify you. 
    I’ll fill you full with old age. 
    I’ll show you my salvation.” 
   Refrain 
 

Passing the Peace    There is peace knowing that God is our refuge, our rescue, our protector, and our salvation.  
Please share that peace with one another. The peace of Christ be with you. 

Hymn  God Will Take Care of You 130

1. Be not dismayed whate'er betide,  
God will take care of you;  
beneath his wings of love abide,  
God will take care of you.  
God will take care of you,  
through every day, o'er all the way;  
he will take care of you, God will take care of you. 

2. Through days of toil when heart doth fail,  
God will take care of you;  
when dangers fierce your path assail,  
God will take care of you.  
God will take care of you,  
through every day, o'er all the way;  
he will take care of you, God will take care of you. 
 

3. All you may need he will provide,  
God will take care of you;  
nothing you ask will be denied,  
God will take care of you.  
God will take care of you,  
through every day, o'er all the way;  
he will take care of you, God will take care of you. 

4. No matter what may be the test,  
God will take care of you;  
lean, weary one, upon his breast,  
God will take care of you.  
God will take care of you,  
through every day, o'er all the way;  
he will take care of you, God will take care of you. 
Words by Civilla D. Martin, 1904. Music: W. Stillman Martin, 1905 
Public Domain

Scripture Reading – Luke 4:1-13  

Response to the Scripture        This is the Word of God for the people of God.  Thanks be to God! 

Hymn  Jesus, Tempted in the Desert 2105

1. Jesus, tempted in the desert, lonely, hungry, filled with dread:  
"Use your power," the tempter tells him; "Turn these barren rocks to bread!"  
"Not alone by bread," he answers, "can the human heart be filled.  
Only by the Word that calls us is our deepest hunger stilled!" 

2. Jesus, tempted, at the temple, high above its ancient wall:  
"Throw yourself from lofty turret; angels wait to break your fall!"  
Jesus shuns such empty marvels, feats that fickle crowds request:  
"God, whose grace protects, preserves us, we must never vainly test." 

3. Jesus, tempted on the mountain by the lure of vast domain:  
"Fall before me! Be my servant! Glory, fame, you're sure to gain!"  
Jesus sees the dazzling vision, turns his eyes another way:  
"God alone deserves our homage! God alone will I obey!" 

4. When we face temptation's power, lonely, struggling, filled with dread,  
Christ, who knew the tempter's hour, come and be our living bread.  
By your grace, protect, preserve us lest we fall your trust betray.  
Yours, above all other voices, be the Word we hear, obey. 

Words by Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr. © 1993 GIA Publications, Inc. Music: Thomas J. Williams, Public Domain. All rights reserved. Reprinted and streamed under One License A-723218 
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Message  Six Weeks of Misery 
 

Response 

 

Prayer of Confession Forty days alone, a wilderness of thoughts, 
tempting and inviting thoughts, which could so easily have distracted you 

from your task, your mission, your vision. 
Yet you emerged, stronger and more attuned to all that had to be done, 
despite a time constraint that to our eyes would have seemed hopeless. 

We too live in stressful times. Demands are made of our time, 
that leave so little for the important things of life. 

We are easily distracted in the wilderness of our lives, by every call to go this way or that, 
to turn stone to bread, leap from mountains, and do all that would keep us from the truth. 

We listen to the voices of this world, and ignore the one who endured all this and so much more, 
and emerged triumphant, that we might not have to suffer so. 

Forgive us, God, when we get distracted from our task. 
Forgive us those times when we try to be all things to all people, and fail to be anything to anyone. 

Anthem O Breath of God arr. L. Shackley

Invitation to the Offering 

Moment of Meditation 

Doxology  Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 95 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 

The Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
 We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

…with your people on earth and all the company of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

…in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving, 
as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 
…Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, 
all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 
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Song of Preparation Come to the Table of Grace  

1. Come to the table of grace. 
Come to the table of grace. 
This is God's table; it's not yours or mine. 
Come to the table of grace. 

2. Come to the table of peace. 
Come to the table of peace. 
This is God's table; it's not yours or mine. 
Come to the table of peace. 
 

3. Come to the table of love. 
Come to the table of love. 
This is God's table; it's not yours or mine. 
Come to the table of love. 

4. Come to the table of joy. 
Come to the table of joy. 
This is God's table; it's not yours or mine. 
Come to the table of joy. 
Words and Music by Barbara Hamm © 2008 Hope Publishing Company 
All Rights Reserved. Reprinted under CCLI 3134300; Streamed under CCLI 20153811

 
Communion Invitation 

Sharing the Bread Let us break bread together on our knees,  618, v1 
let us break bread together on our knees. 

When I fall on my knees with my face to the rising sun, O Lord, have mercy on me. 

Sharing the Cup  Let us drink wine together on our knees,  618, v2 
let us drink wine together on our knees. 

When I fall on my knees with my face to the rising sun, O Lord, have mercy on me. 
Words and Music: African-American Spiritual. Adapt. and arr. William Farley Smith, 1986. Adapt and arr. © 1989 The United Methodist Pubishing House 

All Rights Reserved. Printed under CCLI 3134300; Streamed under CCLI 20153811 

Prayer after Communion      Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery 
in which you have given yourself to us. 

Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of your Spirit, 
to give ourselves for others, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

 

Sending 

Song That’s Why We Praise Him 

He came to live, live a perfect life. 
He came to be the Living Word, our Light. 
He came to die so we'd be reconciled. 
He came to rise, to show his pow'r and might. 
 

That's why we praise him; that's why we sing. 
That's why we offer him our ev'rything. 
That's why we bow down and worship this King: 
‘cause he gave his ev'rything,  
‘cause he gave his ev'rything. 
 

He came to live, live again in us. 
He came to be our conquering King and friend. 
He came to heal and show the lost ones his love. 
He came to go prepare a place for us. 

 
That's why we praise him; that's why we sing. 
That's why we offer him our ev'rything. 
That's why we bow down and worship this King, 
‘cause he gave his ev'rything, 
‘cause he gave his ev'ry— 

That's why we praise him; that's why we sing. 
That's why we offer him our ev'rything. 
That's why we bow down and worship this King, 
‘cause he gave his ev'rything, 
‘cause he gave his ev'rything, 
‘cause he gave his ev'rything. 
CCLI Song # 2668576 | Tommy Walker © 1999 Doulos Publishing (Admin. by Maranatha! Music) 
WeMobile Music (Admin. by Maranatha! Music) All rights reserved. Reprinted under CCLI 
License # 3134300 and streamed under CCLI #20153811

Benediction 

Postlude Choral Song S. S. Wesley 

Call to Worship © 2019, Thom M. Shuman, Lectionary Liturgies. / Prayer for Illumination. Revised Common Lectionary Prayers copyright © 2002 Consultation on Common Texts 
admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. / Refrain for Psalm 91.  Words: Martin Leckebusch © 2006 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Music: fragment of hymntune Ryburn, Norman 
Cocker © Oxford University Press. Words and Music reprinted under CCLI 3134300; Streamed under CCLI 20153811/ Prayer of Confession. John Birch, 
http://www.faithandworship.com, alt. / The Great Thanksgiving, Prayer after Communion © 1972 The Methodist Publishing House; Copyright © 1980, 1981, 1985 UMPH; 
Copyright © 1986 by Abingdon Press © 1987, 1989, 1992 UMPH. Used by permission. 
  


