
Hillsdale First United Methodist Church     | Fifth Sunday of Lent, March 29, 2020 

• Streamed at 9:30 am on facebook https://www.facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC 
• Available for phone-in recording at 11:00 am @ 1-312-626-6799, provide meeting #394 134 739 
• Available for viewing @ noon on our church website  http://hillsdalefirstumc.com/  

or YouTube https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRIHbHBJ74jhHeLkO4gAs6A? 
 

Gathering 
Greeting and Announcements   

Prelude    O, How I Love Jesus 

Call to Worship  
 Jesus says, “I am the resurrection and the life.”  
  Those who believe in Christ, though they die, will live. 
 Everyone who lives and believes in Christ will never die. 
  We believe in the Messiah, the Son of God. 
 Christ has come into our world. 
  Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ will come again. 

    Let us worship the living Christ, who is the resurrection and the life. Amen.  

Hymn   O, How I Love Jesus 170 

1. There is a name I love to hear,  
I love to sing its worth;  
it sounds like music in my ear,  
the sweetest name on earth.  
O how I love Jesus, O how I love Jesus,  
O how I love Jesus, because he first loved me! 
 

2. It tells me of a Savior's love,  
who died to set me free;  
it tells me of his precious blood,  
the sinner's perfect plea.  
O how I love Jesus, O how I love Jesus,  
O how I love Jesus, because he first loved me! 

 
 
 
 
 
3. It tells of one whose loving heart  
can feel my deepest woe;  
who in each sorrow bears a part  
that none can bear below.  
O how I love Jesus, O how I love Jesus,  
O how I love Jesus, because he first loved me! 
Words by Fredrick Whitfield, 1855.Public Domain

Song   At Your Name 

At your name 
the mountains shake and crumble. 
At your name 
the oceans roar and tumble. 
At your name angels will bow, 
the earth will rejoice, 
your people cry out. 
 

Lord of all the earth, we shout your name, 
shout your name; 
filling up the skies with endless praise, 
endless praise. 
Yahweh, Yahweh, 
we love to shout your name, oh Lord. 
 

At your name 
the morning breaks in glory. 
At your name 
creation sings your story. 
At your name angels will bow, 
the earth will rejoice, 
your people cry out. 
 

 
 

Lord of all the earth, we shout your name, 
shout your name; 
filling up the skies with endless praise, 
endless praise. 
Yahweh, Yahweh, 
we love to shout your name, oh Lord. 
 

There is no one like our God; 
we will praise you, praise you. 
There's no one like our God; 
we will sing! We will sing! 
There is no one like our God; 
we will praise you, praise you. 
There's no one like our God; 
we will sing! 
 

(sung twice) 
Lord of all the earth, we shout your name, 
shout your name; 
filling up the skies with endless praise, 
endless praise. 
Yahweh, Yahweh,  
we love to shout your name, oh Lord. 
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Proclamation 

Prayer for Illumination 

Creative God, we offer our comments and questions as a continuation of our conversation with your creative 
spirit. May we hear your voice and come to worship with our hearts, minds, hands, and ears unbound. Amen. 

Readings 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 

John 11:1-45 

Message    Conversations with Jesus: On When He’s Not There 

Response 

Prayer of Confession 

Please join me in a prayer of confession. Unwrap the gauze of lament from your heads, hearts, ears, and mouths 
so we may join the saints in conversation with God.  

Song of Confession Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God  

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right spirit within me. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from your presence, O Lord, 

and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of your salvation, 

and renew a right spirit within me. 
Words: Psalm 51:10-12. Music: arr. Sharon Bradimore © 2001 Faith Alive Christian Resources. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-723218   

Prayer of Affirmation   

We are often unaware of the ways we can call one another back to life.  
But you, O God, see us asleep and dying to our old ways  
and you are filled with compassion for all of us. 
You sing over dry bones  
and reach out toward death  
so we may hold the hand of compassion and rise up!  
All you who sleep; all you who were left or lost, awaken and take the hand of compassion.  
We are in conversation with the Word of God!  
We raise our voices together.  
We look into one another’s faces and proclaim:  
You are not alone;  
you are walking together in innocence by the power of all that is holy and always with us.  
You are alive in Christ. 

Song of Response Grace Greater Than Our Sin 365, v4 

Marvelous, infinite, matchless grace, 
freely bestowed on all who believe! 
You that are longing to see his face, 

will you this moment his grace receive? 
Grace, grace, God's grace, 

grace that will pardon and cleanse within; 
grace, grace, God's grace, 

grace that is greater than all our sin! 
Words by Julia H. Johnston, 1911 (Rom. 5:20) Public Domain 

Passing the Peace 

Since we are not alone, since we will raise our voices together, since we are alive in Christ, let us join together in 
the prayer he taught us, by praying:  



The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

   hallowed be thy name.   

Thy kingdom come,  

   thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

    as we forgive those who trespass against us.   

And lead us not into temptation,  

   but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

   and the glory forever.  Amen. 

Hymn    Hymn of Promise 707 

1. In the bulb there is a flower; in the seed, an apple tree; 
in cocoons, a hidden promise: butterflies will soon be free! 
In the cold and snow of winter there's a spring that waits to be, 
unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 
 
2. There's a song in every silence, seeking word and melody; 
there’s a dawn in every darkness, bringing hope to you and me. 
From the past will come the future; what it holds, a mystery, 
unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 
 
3. In our end is our beginning; in our time, infinity; 
in our doubt there is believing; in our life, eternity. 
In our death, a resurrection; at the last, a victory, 
unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 
Words by Natalie Sleeth © 1986 Hope Publishing Company 
All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-7233218

Prayers of the People 

Let us pray for the whole world 
for all creation, for every living creature 
for plants and flowers, for animals  
and for fragile human beings. 
Gracious God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Let us pray for those who suffer 
the sick and dying, for sorrow,  
and for the loss that separates us  
from the love of the eternal God. 
Gracious God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Let us pray for the nations of the world 
for all people, for the land and water 
that sustains and renews life. 
Gracious God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Let us pray for the leaders of nation and cities; 
may they remember to lean into you  
and to listen to your words. 
Gracious God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Gracious God, protect those  
who have no place to live  
and no one to love them.  
Help them to know you, and to know love. 
Gracious God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

We offer up our prayers of concern particularly 
for those we love, family, friends, and others. 
Fill us with Your Spirit. 
Gracious God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

For all the blessings of this life we offer thanks, 
help us to have generous hearts  
and giving spirits. 
Help us to be your hands in the world. 
Gracious God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. Amen. 
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Invitation to Offering 

When Ezekiel came to the valley of dry bones, God asked him, “Can these bones live?” and when Ezekiel said, “God, 
only you know that.” God challenged Ezekiel, prophesy to the bones that they may live. He was challenged to do 
something to bring life to the seemingly dead. Our world is still filled with dry bones, and God still challenges us to 
bring life to them. What can you offer? Your prayers, your presence, your gifts, your witness, your service? 
  

Sending 

Hymn    Lord of the Dance 261

1. I danced in the morning when the world was begun,  
and I danced in the moon and the stars and the sun,  
and I came down from heaven  
and I danced on the earth.  
At Bethlehem I had my birth. 
 
(Refrain) 
Dance, then, wherever you may be;  
I am the Lord of the Dance, said he.  
And I'll lead you all wherever you may be, 
and I'll lead you all in the dance, said he. 

 
2. I danced for the scribe and the Pharisee,  
but they would not dance  
and they would not follow me;  
I danced for the fishermen, for James and John;  
they came to me and the dance went on.  
 
(Refrain) 
 
 
 

3. I danced on the sabbath when I cured the lame,  
the holy people said it was a shame;  
they whipped and they stripped  
and they hung me high;  
and they left me there on a cross to die.  
 
(Refrain) 
 
4. I danced on a Friday and the sky turned black;  
it's hard to dance with the devil on your back;  
they buried my body and they thought I'd gone,  
but I am the dance and I still go on.  
 
(Refrain) 
 
5. They cut me down and I leapt up high, 
I am the life that'll never, never die;  
I'll live in you if you'll live in me;  
I am the Lord of the Dance, said he.  
(Refrain) 
 

Words by Sydney Carter, 1963 © Stainer & Bell Ltd (Admin. by Hope Publishing 
Company). All rights reserved. Reprinted under CCLI #3134300

Benediction  
 
Postlude Amazing Grace, My Chains Are Gone  arr. J. Koerts 
https://www.shawneepress.com/viewcloserlook.action?id=35027571&lid=0&keywords=amazing%20grace%20my

%20chains%20are%20gone&subsiteid=204& 

 10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord)  M. Redman, J. Myrin 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XtwIT8JjddM 
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You may mail your offerings and contributions to our postal address below.  
You may also contact your bank and set up online payments directly to the church’s account. 

Please call the office for details. 
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