
Hillsdale First United Methodist Church | Fourth Sunday of Lent, March 27, 2022 

• IN-PERSON 9:30 am in the Sanctuary 
• LIVESTREAM online at 9:30 am on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC  
• on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRIHbHBJ74jhHeLkO4gAs6A? 
• on our church website  http://hillsdalefirstumc.com/  
• and by phone 517-247-2477 

 

Gathering 

Prelude Amazing Grace H. Hopson 

Greeting and Announcements 

Call to Worship 
From far-away places, from close at hand; 
with hearts troubled, with minds at rest, 
welcome your people, Holy One. 
 For we come to worship you. 
Carrying heavy loads, travelling light; 
walking in fear, living in faith, 
welcome your people, Holy One. 

For we come to worship you 
with all that is good in our lives, with all that hurts and hinders us 
with past and present in us and the future before us. 
We come to worship you and find our way home. 

 
Song   Oh How Good It Is 

Oh how good it is when the family of God 
dwells together in spirit, in faith and unity; 
where the bonds of peace, of acceptance and love 
are the fruit of his presence here among us. 
 

So with one voice we'll sing to the Lord, 
and with one heart we'll live out his word; 
till the whole earth sees the Redeemer has come, 
for he dwells in the presence of his people. 
 

Oh how good it is on this journey we share 
to rejoice with the happy,  
and weep with those who mourn; 
for the weak find strength, the afflicted find grace, 
when we offer the blessing of belonging. 
 

 
 

So with one voice we'll sing to the Lord, 
and with one heart we'll live out his word; 
till the whole earth sees the Redeemer has come, 
for he dwells in the presence of his people. 

 (instrumental interlude) 
 

Oh how good it is to embrace his command 
to prefer one another, forgive as he forgives; 
when we live as one we all share in the love 
of the Son, with the Father, and the Spirit. 
 

So with one voice we'll sing to the Lord, 
and with one heart we'll live out his word; 
till the whole earth sees the Redeemer has come, 
for he dwells in the presence of his people.  
Words and Music by Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty, Ross Holmes and Stuart Townend 
© 2012 Getty Music, Parakeet Boots Music, Townend Songs. All rights reserved. Reprinted under CCLI 
License #3134300 and streamed under CCLI #20153811

Proclamation

A Poem (Inspired by Luke 15:1-3, 11-32) Return Roddy Hamilton

let this be the welcoming place 
the place of return 
 

and let it be built by a love 
that bends towards those who return here 
 

for it is a love that has been waiting 
like a candle in the window 
ever lighting the way back 
and never willing to let go 
the hope that each child 
will return home 

 
let it be the place where 
the only appropriate response 
to love that has come to the end of its longing 
is to kill the fatted calf, 
feast and celebrate 
send up balloons 
and prepare the party 
for that which has been lost 
has returned to be among us 
once more 

March 27, 2022 – 1 

https://www.facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRIHbHBJ74jhHeLkO4gAs6A?
http://hillsdalefirstumc.com/


Psalm 32   

The one whose wrongdoing is forgiven, 
    whose sin is covered over, is truly happy! 
The one the Lord doesn’t consider guilty— 
    in whose spirit there is no dishonesty— 
    that one is truly happy! 
 

When I kept quiet, my bones wore out; 
    I was groaning all day long— 
    every day, every night!— 
because your hand was heavy upon me. 
    My energy was sapped  
 as if in a summer drought.  
So I admitted my sin to you; 
    I didn’t conceal my guilt. 
“I’ll confess my sins to the Lord,” is what I said. 
    Then you removed the guilt of my sin.  
 

That’s why all the faithful  
should pray to you during troubled times, 
    so that a great flood of water won’t reach them. 
You are my secret hideout! 
    You protect me from trouble. 
    You surround me with songs of rescue!  
 

I will instruct you and teach you 
    about the direction you should go. 
    I’ll advise you and keep my eye on you. 
Don’t be like some senseless horse or mule, 
    whose movement must be controlled 
    with a bit and a bridle. 
        Don’t be anything like that! 
The pain of the wicked is severe, 
    but faithful love  
 surrounds the one who trusts the Lord. 
You who are righteous, rejoice in the Lord and be glad! 
    All you whose hearts are right, sing out in joy! 

Hymn  Amazing Grace 378, vs. 1-4 only

1. Amazing grace! How sweet the sound  
that saved a wretch like me!  
I once was lost, but now am found;  
was blind, but now I see. 
 
2.' Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,  
and grace my fears relieved;  
how precious did that grace appear  
the hour I first believed. 
 

3. Through many dangers, toils, and snares,  
I have already come;  
‘tis grace hath brought me safe thus far,  
and grace will lead me home. 
 
4. The Lord has promised good to me,  
his word my hope secures;  
he will my shield and portion be,  
as long as life endures.  

Words by John Newton 
Music; 19th C. USA melody 
Public Domain

 
Prayers of the People 

 
The Lord’s Prayer  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

Scripture Reading – Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32  

Response to the Scripture        This is the Word of God for the people of God.  Thanks be to God! 

Message  The Con Artist Son 

 Response  

Anthem Welcome Home arr. Nix
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Prayer of Confession Loving God, in life we play so many parts:  
one day the wayward child, another the strict parent; sometimes jealous and confused, other times open and 

kind; some days determined to go our own way, at other times open to your leading. 
In the mix of who we are, in the ups and downs of our lives, in our triumphs and failures, 

be the one who calls us back, who reminds us of home and sets our feet toward a world of welcome. 
When so much is left undone, where so much is left behind, when so many gifts lie unused, 

when too few tears have been shed, move our hearts and minds to seek forgiveness 
and the reconciliation love brings. Through Jesus the Christ. Amen. 

Words of Affirmation      Even as we walk slow and unsure of foot God runs to greet us.  
Even as we cling to being in the right God forgives what is left unspoken. 

Loved and held in God’s arms we are made a new creation. 
Everything old has passed away everything has become new. Amen. 

 
Passing the Peace Let us extend words of invitation to one another  

to be mutual participants in this return home to God.  The peace of Christ be with you. 

Hymn Grace That Is Greater Than All My Sin 365

1. Marvelous grace of our loving Lord,  
grace that exceeds our sin and our guilt!  
Yonder on Calvary's mount outpoured,  
there where the blood of the Lamb was split.  
Grace, grace, God's grace,  
grace that will pardon and cleanse within;  
grace, grace, God's grace,  
grace that is greater than all our sin! 
 
2. Sin and despair, like the sea waves cold,  
threaten the soul with infinite loss;  
grace that is greater, yes, grace untold,  
points to the refuge, the mighty cross.  
Grace, grace, God's grace,  
grace that will pardon and cleanse within;  
grace, grace, God's grace,  
grace that is greater than all our sin! 
 
 

3. Dark is the stain that we cannot hide.  
What can avail to wash it away?  
Look! There is flowing a crimson tide,  
brighter than snow you may be today.  
Grace, grace, God's grace,  
grace that will pardon and cleanse within;  
grace, grace, God's grace,  
grace that is greater than all our sin! 
 
4. Marvelous, infinite, matchless grace,  
freely bestowed on all who believe!  
You that are longing to see his face,  
will you this moment his grace receive?  
Grace, grace, God's grace,  
grace that will pardon and cleanse within;  
grace, grace, God's grace,  
grace that is greater than all our sin. 
Words by Julia H. Johnston, 1911 (Rom. 5:20) 
Music by Daniel B. Towner, 1910 
Words and Music are Public Domain

Invitation to the Offering 

Moment of Meditation 

Doxology  Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 95 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayer of Dedication 

Long-suffering God, we hear the words of the familiar parable and, at different times, see ourselves as either son. 
We have received—or demanded—blessings to which we were not entitled  

and squandered them in self-indulgent living. We have also looked out from our place of superiority and favor 
and have been indignant over your lavish dispensing of love and mercy.  

As we bring our gifts this day, we do so in the humble gratitude  
and recognition that any and all blessings in our life come as your gift of grace.  

We pray in the name of your greatest gift, Jesus our redeemer. Amen.  
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Sending 

Song Mighty to Save 

Everyone needs compassion 
love that's never failing. 
Let mercy fall on me. 
Everyone needs forgiveness, 
the kindness of a Savior, 
the Hope of nations. 
 
Savior, he can move the mountains. 
My God is mighty to save. 
He is mighty to save. 
Forever, Author of Salvation,  
he rose and conquered the grave. 
Jesus conquered the grave. 
 
So take me as you find me, 
all my fears and failures. 
Fill my life again. 
I give my life to follow 
everything I believe in. 
Now I surrender. 
 
Savior, he can move the mountains. 
My God is mighty to save. 
He is mighty to save. 
Forever, Author of Salvation, 
he rose and conquered the grave. 
Jesus conquered the grave. 

 
Shine your light, and  
let the whole world see. 
We're singing for the glory  
of the Risen King— Jesus. 
Shine your light, and  
let the whole world see. 
We're singing for the glory  
of the Risen King. 
 
Savior, he can move the mountains. 
My God is mighty to save. 
He is mighty to save. 
Forever, Author of Salvation, 
he rose and conquered the grave. 
Jesus conquered the grave. 
 
Savior, he can move the mountains. 
My God is mighty to save. 
He is mighty to save. 
Forever, Author of Salvation, 
he rose and conquered the grave. 
Jesus conquered the grave. 
CCLI Song # 4591782  Ben Fielding | Reuben Morgan © 2006 Hillsong Music Publishing (Admin. 
by Capitol CMG Publishiing. All rights reserved. Reprinted under CCLI License # 3134300 and 
streamed under CCLI #20153811 

 

 

 

Benediction 

Postlude God, Whose Love Is Reigning O’er Us R.  Hobby 
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