
Hillsdale First United Methodist Church 
Order of Worship  March 22, 2020 
Fourth Sunday of Lent  Livestream @ 9:30 am  
 

Gathering 
Greeting and Announcements   

Prelude    Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us D. Wood 

Call to Worship  

 Shepherding God, with trusting confidence, we gather now to worship you. 
  We come with renewed strength and belief  
  in our Shepherd’s guiding ways. 
 Comforting God, in life’s complex mix, your loving arms are always open to us. 
  We come with our fears and anxiety quieted,  
  because you are always with us. 
 Hospitable God, your generosity encourages us to feel welcomed,  
 and to sit at your table, to be lavishly nurtured and fed  
 with the tender care of our Shepherd. 
  We come to worship our Shepherd of steadfast love,  
  fully aware that life is never static—  
  and that regardless of our situation –  
  our relationship with you is totally secure. 
  “...your goodness and unfailing love  
  will pursue me all the days of my life...” Amen.  

Hymn   Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us 381 

1. Savior, like a shepherd lead us,  
Much we need thy tender care;  
In thy pleasant pastures feed us,  
For our use thy folds prepare.  
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus!  
Thou hast bought us, thine we are.  
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus!  
Thou hast bought us, thine we are. 
 

2. We are thine, thou dost befriend us,  
be the guardian of our way;  
keep thy flock, from sin defend us,  
seek us when we go astray.  
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus!  
Hear, O hear us when we pray.  
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus!  
Hear, O hear us when we pray. 
 

3. Thou hast promised to receive us,  
poor and sinful though we be;  
thou hast mercy to relieve us,  
grace to cleanse and power to free.  
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus!  
We will early turn to thee.  
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus!  
We will early turn to thee. 
 

4. Early let us seek thy favor,  
early let us do thy will;  
blessed Lord and only Savior,  
with thy love our bosoms fill.  
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus!  
Thou hast loved us, love us still.  
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus!  
Thou hast loved us, love us still. 
Words: Attr. to Dorothy Thrupp. Public Domain 

Reading: Psalm 23 in Unison 

The Lord is my shepherd; 
I shall not want. 
He makes me to lie down in green pastures; 
He leads me beside the still waters. 
He restores my soul; 
He leads me in the paths of righteousness 
For His name’s sake. 
Yea, though I walk through the valley  
of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil; 

For You are with me; 
Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. 
You prepare a table before me  
in the presence of my enemies; 
You anoint my head with oil; 
My cup runs over. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
All the days of my life; 
And I will dwell in the house of the Lord 
Forever.  

Song   Psalm 23   



Proclamation 

Prayer for Illumination 

Scripture: John 9:1-41 

Message    Conversations with Jesus: On Brokenness and Blindness 

Response 

Prayer of Confession 
Lord, we do not see as you do, open our eyes. (pause) 
O Lord... we love what we have made for ourselves, the way we like to do things,  
 we love it so much we think what makes us comfortable is also what makes us right. 
We are so secure in our “rightness” we don’t try to please you Lord.  
 We miss your way because we are set in our way.  
Forgive us Lord the sins we know in our heart. Save us Lord from the sins we evade. 

(pause for reflection and self-examination) 
Lord shepherd us... along the right pathways for your name sake. Amen 

Song of Confession Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God  

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right spirit within me. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from your presence, O Lord, 

and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of your salvation, 

and renew a right spirit within me. 
Words: Psalm 51:10-12. Music: arr. Sharon Bradimore © 2001 Faith Alive Christian Resources. Reprinted under CCLI 3134300 

Assurance of Pardon   

God does not desire for us to walk in darkness. God sends the light of Christ into our world. The light to expose our 
sin and call us again to right relationship. For Christ's sake our sins are forgiven. Through the Holy Spirit our 
eyes can be opened again. In your holy name.  Amen. 

Song of Response Grace Greater Than Our Sin 365, v4 

Marvelous, infinite, matchless grace, 
freely bestowed on all who believe! 
You that are longing to see his face, 

will you this moment his grace receive? 
Grace, grace, God's grace, 

grace that will pardon and cleanse within; 
grace, grace, God's grace, 

grace that is greater than all our sin! 
Words by Julia H. Johnston, 1911 (Rom. 5:20) Public Domain 

Passing the Peace The peace of the Lord be with you always!.  And also with you! 

Song    The Servant Song 2222 

1. Brother, sister, let me serve you,  
let me be as Christ to you;  
Pray that I may have the grace to  
let you be my servant, too. 
 

2. We are pilgrims on a journey;  
we're together on the road.  
We are here to help each other  
walk the mile and bear the load. 
 

3. I will hold the Christ light for you  
in the nighttime of your fear;  
I will hold my hand out to you,  
speak the peace you long to hear. 

 

4. I will weep when you are weeping;  
when you laugh, I'll laugh with you.  
I will share your joy and sorrow  
till we've seen this journey through. 
 

5. When we sing to God in heaven,  
we shall find such harmony,  
Born of all we've known together  
of Christ's love and agony. 
 

6. Brother, sister, let me serve you,  
let me be as Christ to you;  
Pray that I may have the grace to  
let you be my servant, too. 
Words by Richard Gillard © 1977 Scripture in Song.  All rights reserved. 
 Reprinted under CCLI #3134300 
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Prayers of the People 

Invitation to Offering   

Sending 

Song    Trust in You 
 

Letting go of every single dream, 
I lay each one down at your feet. 
Ev’ry moment of my wondering 
never changes what you see. 
 
I've tried to win this war, I confess. 
My hands are weary; I need your rest. 
Mighty warrior, King of the fight, 
no matter what I face, you're by my side. 
 
When you don't move the mountains 
I'm needing you to move, 
when you don't part the waters 
I wish I could walk through, 
when you don't give the answers 
as I cry out to you, 
I will trust, I will trust, 
I will trust in you. 
 
Truth is you know what tomorrow brings. 
There's not a day ahead you have not seen. 
So in all things be my life and breath; 
I want what you want, Lord, and nothing less. 
 
When you don't move the mountains 
I'm needing you to move, 
when you don't part the waters 
I wish I could walk through, 
when you don't give the answers 
as I cry out to you, 
I will trust, I will trust, 
I will trust in you. 
I will trust in you. 

 
You are my strength and comfort; 
you are my steady hand. 
You are my firm foundation, 
the Rock on which I stand. 
Your ways are always higher; 
your plans are always good. 
There's not a place where I'll go 
you've not already stood. 
 
When you don't move the mountains 
I'm needing you to move, 
When you don't part the waters 
I wish I could walk through, 
when you don't give the answers 
as I cry out to you, 
I will trust, I will trust, 
I will trust in you. 
I will trust in you. 
I will trust in you. 
I will trust in you. 
 
CCLI Song # 7025522  Lauren Daigle | Michael Farren | Paul Mabury © 
2014 CentricSongs (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) See You At The 
Pub (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) Farren Love And War 
Publishing (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity Music [DC 
Cook])) Integrity's Alleluia! Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing 
(Integrity Music [DC Cook])) Flychild Publishing (Admin. by Essential 
Music Publishing LLC) So Essential Tunes (Admin. by Essential Music 
Publishing LLC)  All rights reserved. Reprinted under CCLI License #  
3134300 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Blessing    
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