
Hillsdale First United Methodist Church | Third Sunday of Lent, March 20, 2022 

• IN-PERSON 9:30 am in the Sanctuary 
• LIVESTREAM online at 9:30 am on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC  
• on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRIHbHBJ74jhHeLkO4gAs6A? 
• on our church website  http://hillsdalefirstumc.com/  
• and by phone 517-247-2477 

 

Gathering 

Prelude Brethren, We Have Met to Worship R. Haan 

Greeting and Announcements 

Call to Worship 
We come, because we seek our God. 

Every morning, every day, every evening, every moment, God is with us. 
We come, because we hunger for Christ. 

Jesus will feed us with hope, will replace our emptiness with grace. 
We come, because we thirst for the Spirit, 

who fills our yearning for peace, who ends the drought of justice. 

Song  Gather Us In 2236 

1. Here in this place new light is streaming,  
now is the darkness vanished away, 
see in this space our fears and our dreamings,  
brought here to you in the light of this day.  
Gather us in - the lost and forsaken; 
gather us in - the blind and the lame;  
call to us now, and we shall awaken,  
we shall arise at the sound of our name.  
 

2. We are the young, our lives are a myst'ry  
we are the old who yearn for your face, 
we have been sung throughout all of hist'ry,  
called to be light to the whole human race.  
Gather us in - the rich and the haughty;  
gather us in - the proud and the strong;  
give us a heart so meek and so lowly,  
give us the courage to enter the song.   

3. Here we will take the wine and the water,  
here we will take the bread of new birth, 
here you shall call your sons and your daughters,  
call us anew to be salt for the earth.  
Give us to drink the wine of compassion,  
give us to eat the bread that is you;  
nourish us well, and teach us to fashion  
lives that are holy and hearts that are true.  
 

4. Not in the dark of buildings confining,  
not in some heaven, light-years away,  
but here in this place the new light is shining,  
now is the Kingdom, now is the day.  
Gather us in and hold us forever,  
gather us in and make us your own;  
gather us in - all peoples together,  
fire of love in our flesh and our bone.  

Words and music by Marty Haugen. © 1982 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted and Streamed under One License #A-723218 

 

Proclamation

Prayer for Illumination    Holy Friend, lover of us all, assist us to worship you with unfeigned sincerity.  
Thrust aside anything counterfeit in us, and overcome any fears that we may have that inhibit us.  

Help us to trust your hospitality and to worship you as children who are warmly loved and treasured.  
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen! 

 

Psalm 63:1-8   

God! My God! It’s you— 
    I search for you! 
    My whole being thirsts for you! 
    My body desires you in a dry and tired land, 
        no water anywhere. 
Yes, I’ve seen you in the sanctuary; 
    I’ve seen your power and glory.   

My lips praise you 
    because your faithful love is better than life itself! 
So I will bless you as long as I’m alive; 
    I will lift up my hands in your name.   

I’m fully satisfied—as with a rich dinner. 
My mouth speaks praise with joy on my lips— 
    whenever I ponder you on my bed, 
    whenever I meditate on you 

 in the middle of the night— 
    because you’ve been a help to me  
and I shout for joy in the protection of your wings. 

My whole being clings to you;  
 your strong hand upholds me.   
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Prayers of the People  

The Lord’s Prayer  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 
Song  Your Love, O Lord  

Your love, O Lord, reaches to the heavens.  
Your faithfulness stretches to the sky. 
Your righteousness is like the mighty mountains. 
Your justice flows like the ocean's tide. 
 

I will lift my voice to worship you my King. 
I will find my strength in the shadow of your wings. 
 

Your love, O Lord, reaches to the heavens. 
Your faithfulness stretches to the sky. 
Your righteousness is like the mighty mountains. 
Your justice flows like the ocean's tide. 
 

I will lift my voice to worship you my King. 
I will find my strength in the shadow of your wings. 
 

I will lift my voice to worship you my King. 
I will find my strength in the shadow of your wings. 
 

Your love, O Lord, reaches to the heavens. 
Your faithfulness stretches to the sky. 
CCLI Song # 1894255 | Brad Avery | David Carr | Mac Powell | Mark D. Lee | Tai Anderson 
© 1999 New Spring (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.). Kobalt Music 
Copyrights SARL (Admin. by Kobalt Music Publishing America, Inc.). All rights reserved. 
Reprinted under CCLI License # 3134300 and streamed under CCLI #20153811

 
Scripture Reading – Isaiah 55:1-9  
 
Response to the Scripture        This is the Word of God for the people of God.  Thanks be to God! 
 
Anthem Come to the Water J. Foley 
 
Message  Dehydrated 

 
Response 

 
Song All Who Are Thirsty

All who are thirsty,  
all who are weak, 
come to the fountain; 
dip your heart in the stream of life. 
Let the pain and the sorrow 
be washed away 
in the waves of his mercy, 
as deep cries out to deep. 
 

(We sing) 
Come, Lord Jesus, come. 
Come, Lord Jesus, come. 
Come, Lord Jesus, come. 
Come, Lord Jesus, come. 
 

All who are thirsty,  
all who are weak, 
come to the fountain; 
dip your heart in the stream of life. 
Let the pain and the sorrow 
be washed away 
in the waves of his mercy, 
as deep cries out to deep. 
 
 

 
 
(We sing) 
Come, Lord Jesus, come. 
Come, Lord Jesus, come. 
Come, Lord Jesus, come. 
Come, Lord Jesus, come. 
 

Holy Spirit, come. 
Holy Spirit, come. 
Holy Spirit, come. 
As deep cries out to deep. 
As deep cries out to deep, we sing, 
 

Come, Lord Jesus, come. 
Come, Lord Jesus, come. 
Come, Lord Jesus, come. 
Come, Lord Jesus, come. 
CCLI Song # 2489542  Brenton Brown | Glenn Robertson 
© 1998 Vineyard Songs (UK/Eire) (Admin. by Vineyard Music UK) 
All rights reserved. Reprinted under CCLI License # 3134300 and streamed under CCLI #20153811 
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Prayer of Confession  

Hospitable God, you invite us again and again to the table of abundant feasting in your love, 
but we seem immune to the aromas of your lovingly prepared bounty. 

We choose instead to be satiated for the moment  
– but never satisfied for long – 

by empty, easy offerings around us. 
 

We so often settle into the comfort of convenience, failing to notice that our lives have run dry. 
 

Sometimes we deprive our lives with guilt, reducing the dimensions of your mercy to our own. 
 

As we pause to know who we are, O God, bring to us the echoes of your gentle words down the ages, we pray. 

Words of Affirmation 

God has set a glorious table laden with abundant pardon and forgiveness, 
calling us to receive it and live once again. 

 
Taste now the peace that lies within grace. 

Drink to the full all that God offers to us. 
  Let us lift up our hearts in thankfulness. Thanks be to God. 

Passing the Peace Let us now share that peace, that water of life with one another  
as we bless one another with Christ’s peace.  The peace of Christ be with you. 

 

Hymn Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 400 

1. Come, thou Fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace;  
streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise.  
Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above.  
Praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it, mount of thy redeeming love. 
 
2. Here I raise mine Ebenezer; hither by thy help I'm come;  
and I hope, by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home.  
Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God;  
he, to rescue me from danger, interposed his precious blood. 
 
3. O to grace how great a debtor daily I'm constrained to be!  
Let thy goodness, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to thee.  
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love;  
Here’s my heart, O take and seal it, seal it for thy courts above. 
Words: Robert Robinson, 1758. Music: Wyeth’s Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813, Public Domain 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Invitation to the Offering 

Moment of Meditation 

Doxology  Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 95 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host;  

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
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Hillsdale First United Methodist Church 
45 N. Manning St., Hillsdale, MI 49242  |  517-437-3681 

www.hillsdalefirstumc.com  |  facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC 
 

Rev. Rob McPherson, Pastor | John Ourensma, Director of Music | Reneeˊ Nestorak, Associate Dir of Music | 
Pam Laurell, Church Administrator | Tana Trombly, Children’s Ministries Dir | Jeff Kornak, Facility Supervisor 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Loving God, you do not need our thanks, but we need to give it or we remain poor indeed. 
You have been so good to us, we rejoice in your love. 

 
That we are alive is a miracle in itself. That we live in such a colorful, complex world is an extra bonus. 

You have been so good to us, we rejoice in your love. 
 

That you have entrusted the care of this place to us, making us caretakers of the world and its creatures, 
is a mighty honor. 

You have been so good to us, we rejoice in your love. 
 

That we have been encouraged by noble trail blazers, visionaries, prophets, poets, composers, and artists, 
gives us optimism. 

You have been so good to us, we rejoice in your love. 
 

That you dared to be Immingle, coming to us in your holy son Jesus, goes beyond our wildest expectations. 
You have been so good to us, we rejoice in your love. 

 
That you are personally with us always; that your Holy Spirit communes with our small spirits, fills us with joy. 

You have been so good to us, we rejoice in your love. 
 

Thanks be to you, Holy God and most loving Friend. Through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen! 

 

Sending 
 

Hymn Your Love, O God 120 
(Sung to the tune of #534, Be Still My Soul) 

1. Your love, O God, is broad like beach and meadow,  
wide as the wind, and our eternal home.  
You leave us free to seek you or reject you,  
you give us room to answer "yes" or "no."  
Your love, O God, is broad like beach and meadow,  
wide as the wind, and our eternal home. 
 
2. We long for freedom where our truest being  
is given hope and courage to unfold.  
We seek in freedom space and scope for dreaming,  
and look for ground where trees and plants can grow.  
Your love, O God, is broad like beach and meadow,  
wide as the wind, and our eternal home. 
 
 

3. But there are walls that keep us all divided;  
we fence each other in with hate and war.  
Fear is the bricks and mortar of our prison,  
our pride of self, the prison coat we wear.  
Your love, O God, is broad like beach and meadow,  
wide as the wind, and our eternal home. 
 
4. O judge us, Lord, and in your judgment free us,  
and set our feet in freedom's open space;  
take us as far as your compassion wanders  
among the children of the human race.  
Your love, O God, is broad like beach and meadow,  
wide as the wind, and our eternal home. 
Words by Anders Frostenson; trans. by Fred Kaan trans. © 1974 Hope Publishing Company. 
Music: Finlandia, arr. J. Sibelius 1899. All rights reserved. Reprinted and streamed under One 
License #A-723218

Benediction 
 
Postlude Your Love, O God D. Cherwien 
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