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Baptism and the Life of Faith 

“Remember your baptism and be thankful.”  

If you were, as I was, baptized as an infant, you don’t recall much at all about your baptism. 

Oh, you might have heard stories about how you cried or didn’t cry; or that you wore a gown 

that had been worn by generations of infants. You might even have celebrated with your 

family on the anniversary of your baptism while you were growing up. But recall it yourself? 

Probably not. 

But then, in the Christian life, in the community of 

faith, I don’t think that we have to recall an event in 

order to remember it. We remember our baptism 

when we remember that baptism is a gift of God 

where God offers an unconditional promise to accept 

us as we are, adopt us into God’s family, and forgive 

us of all our sin. 

It is God’s offer and God’s grace and God’s love that 

we remember, and so too remember that we are 

identified by God as God’s children. And in 

remembering we recall the promises made on our 

behalf at baptism and that we ourselves professed at 

Confirmation. 

This season of Lent offers us a five-week opportunity 

to remember our baptism by journeying together to 

the cross and to Easter. The readings invite us to 

turn away from evil and turn toward Jesus; to 

confess that we thirst for Jesus and the work of God 

in our lives; and to enter into death and life by 

putting our whole trust in Jesus Christ. 

Water will be a focal image for our journey as each Sunday we will be invited to interact in 

unique ways to the waters of baptism.  

Come, remember your baptism and be thankful. 

Pastor Pat 
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“Now’s the Time” to Celebrate God’s Creation |  On Saturday, April 29 at 10:00 am, we will  host a 

community-wide event in the south parking lot to kick off the church’s year-long celebration of  

175 years of ministry. This first event coincides with an old religious custom known as “Rogation 

Days” (from the Latin word “rogare” meaning “to ask”). Rogation Day was traditionally observed on 

April 25 and centered around asking for God’s blessing on fields and farms, as well as his mercy on all 

of creation. Earth Day celebrations are also observed during this season (April 22 this year).  

Our event on April 29 will offer a variety of seed-planting activities for all ages while honoring  

175 years of church ministry. We borrow our theme of the day from the Hymn of Promise:  

“In the bulb, there is a flower; in the seed, an apple tree… from the past will come the future,  

what it holds, a mystery, unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.”  

Over these last several years I have come to 

really appreciate that our church is located in 

its downtown neighborhood.  I love that it is 

in an area where people can walk to it and 

enjoy all the worship services we offer as 

well as the many other fellowship 

opportunities that are open to everyone. I 

think that being a welcoming church and 

accessible to all is important. The more 

welcoming and inviting our church can be, 

and that we can be, helps to open the door 

for others to begin a relationship with Jesus.  

How wonderful it is to know that each day 

we have that opportunity through our church 

and through our own interactions in making 

relationships with each other. 

In Romans 5:1a-2 (NIV) we read, “… we have 

peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, through whom we have gained access 

by faith into this grace in which we now 

stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory 

of God.”  I appreciate this line of scripture but 

also checked other Bible versions and found 

it beautifully stated in the International 

Children’s Bible (ICB):  “Through our faith, 

Christ has brought us into that blessing of 

God’s grace that we now enjoy. And we are 

happy because of the hope we have of 

sharing God’s glory.” That is what our church 

and we are called to do – have the hope of 

sharing God’s glory.   

I recently had the joy of witnessing a very 

brief conversation between two congregation 

members about the joy the praise band 

brings to them and I thought to myself that 

we just never know how even the simplest 

thing can effect someone else’s path to Jesus.  

And I was in awe that in that moment I could 

see the love and glory of God in the sharing at 

work in our church and between those two 

people.  It was a conversation that only lasted 

seconds, just in passing one another, but for 

me I saw that it was amazing and a blessing.  

I believe that in our downtown neighborhood 

we, and our church, continue to offer that 

type of open door to a relationship with Jesus 

for everyone.  Through our worship services, 

our fellowship times, and through our 

welcoming actions we are called to be good 

disciples and to share the love of God with 

everyone.  We may not know what effect our 

faith, when shared, can have on another 

person, but God does, and that is why we are 

called to build relationships with each other 

and to share our love of God with each other 

in all we do, for his glory.  | Melodie 

In God’s Glory 
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Albion District Superintendent Tamara Williams emails a weekly newsletter to pastors, 

churches, and people of the district. (You may subscribe by contacting Sarah at 

office@albiondistrict.org.)   Recently, Rev. Williams wrote this about us! 

“Hillsdale UMC has combined a new Sunday morning worship experience with a free Sunday 

morning breakfast.  Every Sunday they have a new ‘casual’ style service in their Fellowship 

Hall, and every third Sunday of the month they also have a free breakfast for everyone who is 

interested (also in the Fellowship Hall).  The free breakfast is a great ‘point of entry’ to the 

church for ‘unchurched’ people (last I heard, around 100 mainly NEW faces come to eat).  It’s 

also a great ‘point of entry’ for people to hang around for the worship service!  There is talk 

that they might expand to two breakfasts each month… Just think: a way to welcome new folk 

into the church building; a way to provide food for people who can use the support; a way to 

build relationships between ‘old timers’ and ‘newcomers’; a way to add a new style of 

worship.  Way to go, Hillsdale.” 

  

 

Lenten Soup Suppers | Soups and 

beverages will be provided for the 

Lenten Soup Supper Series, Just Walk 

Across the Room, that begins on 

Wednesday, March 15 at 6:00 pm in 

the Fellowship Hall and continues 

weekly through Wednesday, April 5. 

Please feel free to bring salads and 

desserts to share.  And please also feel 

free to “just walk across the room” and 

invite a friend to join you! 

Points of Entry 

Building Update | The Building Committee met on February 7 with three members of the 

District Committee of Church Building and Location, as well as Tamara Williams, District 

Superintendent.  After a tour and an engaging discussion, we received preliminary approval to 

move forward to obtain more specific construction plans to install an elevator which will 

access all four levels of the building, as well as provide restroom facilities for all levels.  The 

Phase 1 proposal calls for an elevator to be installed next to the stairs going to Fellowship Hall.  

This will reduce the size of the restroom in the Narthex and will require relocating restrooms 

on both upper and lower levels.   

Proposed Timeline: 1) decide location of restrooms; 2) obtain construction documents; 3) 

launch a capital campaign; 4) request construction bids; 5) award bids; 6) plan for impact of 

construction on church ministries. September 1 is the target date to begin construction.  

Please pray for the goal of serving all members of our community. During the process, please 

feel free to contact committee members for information, respond positively when asked to 

participate, and share the love of Christ with all you meet. 

mailto:office@albiondistrict.org


 Sharing the Gift of Music in the Name of Christ 

I'm very excited about our upcoming Community Concert on Sunday, March 19 at 4:00 pm. The 

45-voice Alma College Choir, under the direction of Dr. Will Nichols, will present a concert of 

sacred choral music, including classics for unaccompanied choir, others with piano or organ 

accompaniment, and closing with a set of spirituals. Fresh from their spring break tour of the 

east coast during the last part of February, their musical offerings will be polished to perfection. 

If you've not yet experienced some of the guest groups and artists we have engaged for our 

Community Concerts, this might be one you don't want to miss! You will be totally inspired by 

the Alma Choir's artistic singing. 

Please consider inviting others to join us for this inspirational program! While on the one hand 

we offer these programs simply as a gift to the community in the name of Christ, remember that 

the other main reason we offer this and all of our other ministries is to provide each of us with 

opportunities to invite someone to our church and experience God's love through a great event 

as well as our hospitality and good food! Church growth experts tell us that it's actually easier 

and often more effective to invite someone to a special event like this than to one of our regular 

Sunday morning services. Think about it…it's very likely that those who come to perhaps join 

our congregation at some point will first "meet" us at one of our community offerings like a 

concert, dinner, or breakfast – rather than walk through the door on a Sunday morning at 9:30 

or 11:00.  The Alma Choir concert on March 19 offers an excellent point of entry.           SDG  |  JO 
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We are very fortunate to be able to offer 

music internships to several students from 

Hillsdale College. Their musical skills 

strengthen our Chancel Choir and Handbell 

Choir, fill out our numbers a bit, and add a 

wonderful spark of youthful energy to our 

fellowship.  

Natalie Glitz, soprano, was new to us this 

past fall. A native of Des Plaines, Illinois, 

(northwest of Chicago) Natalie was 

homeschooled through Mother of Divine 

Grace curriculum and is now a freshman at 

Hillsdale College. She recently declared a 

philosophy major, with a music minor in 

voice. She has sung in choirs for nine years 

and has extensive background in piano. 

Natalie is a member of the Hillsdale College 

Choir, the Hillsdale Chamber Choir, and the 

student-run Magdalen Choir. Amazingly, she 

is considering a major in the Classics and 

another minor in visual arts! After college, 

she hopes to teach secondary education while 

pursuing graduate work in philosophy or law.  

Tanner Orion Wright, bass and handbell 

ringer, was also new to us as an intern this 

past fall, although he began attending our 

church and singing with us earlier in the year. 

Tanner was born and raised in Cincinnati, 

Ohio where he began learning to play the 

clarinet at the age of nine.  He began playing 

in school and community ensembles as a 

clarinetist of versatility, performing on Eb, 

Bb, Alto, Bass, and Contrabass clarinets.  

Playing clarinet is one of his principal 

hobbies in addition to political activism and 

mountain hiking.  Tanner is a junior at 

Hillsdale College, studying economics and 

applied mathematics, and plays clarinet in the 

Hillsdale College Orchestra.  His recent return 

to Christianity helped lead him to our church 

and grow his musical experiences to include 

choir and handbells. Tanner hopes to be the 

CEO of a large business while retaining his 

musical hobby. 

Kaleb Molina, tenor, Praise Band 

percussionist, as well as handbell ringer, is a 

senior from Clare, Michigan, majoring in 

biology. Kaleb has been with us since late 

2013 and has been introduced to you before. 

He is in the final stages of finishing his senior 

thesis, so his days with us are numbered, but 

we're glad to have him and his skills as long 

as we can! 

Two other former interns, David Woods, 

bass, and Marie Vande Hey, alto, did not 

return to us in January. David is pursuing 

some interests that conflict with our 

Thursday night rehearsals, and Marie has 

decided to take a semester off, though we 

hope she will be back with us this fall.  

Quinn Reichard, bass, was interning with us 

for just part of last year; this fall he's back 

singing with us, but not as an intern and 

we're happy to have him.     SDG  |  JO 

From the Director of Music 

|  5 March 2017    

Weekly Music Rehearsals | All Are Welcome to Attend 

Handbell Choir—Tuesdays, 5:15 pm 

Chancel Choir—Thursdays, 6:30 pm 

Praise Band—Thursdays, 8:00 pm 
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Missions and Ministries 

March Mission: Hillsdale County Habitat for Humanity | Thank you for supporting our 

Blankets+ February mission. Your generosity helped to provide 83 blankets to persons in 

need in the aftermath of disaster.  

Our mission focus during March is your local Hillsdale 

County Habitat for Humanity affiliate. HCHFH is an 

ecumenical nonprofit committed to providing safe, 

affordable housing for all. The local Hillsdale affiliate was 

established in 1996 and is currently serving five families 

who are experiencing both the joys and responsibilities of 

first-time homeownership in Habitat homes located in Hillsdale, Jonesville, and Reading. A 

new partner family has just been selected for a sixth Habitat home in Litchfield. Last year the 

affiliate also began offering a critical home repair program. Habitat operates a local ReStore 

where the community can donate and/or purchase gently used home repair supplies. Three 

members of our congregation currently serve on the HCHFH Board of Directors, and the 

affiliate meets in our church on the third Tuesday of every month. Please consider how you 

can support Hillsdale County Habitat for Humanity this month through your prayers and gifts. 

From the Archives | In the church archives is a booklet entitled The 

First Methodist Church of Hillsdale, Michigan from 1841 to 1957. The 

compiled history contains this description of our 117-year-old, 1200-

pound church bell:  “During the pastorate of Reverend R. H. Bready, a 

new bell was purchased (the one now hanging in the belfry) and 

dedicated on New Years’ Eve, December 31, 1900. As the 19th century 

was dying, this splendid new bell was used for the first time, a hundred solemn strokes preceding 

the joyous pealing welcome to 1901. It is appropriately inscribed ‘Hallelujah’.”  Recently, a 

representative from the Verdin Bell and Clock Company inspected our bell and as shown in 

the enhanced photos below, the word “Hallelujah” appears as described above, as well as      

“M. E. Church” (Methodist Episcopal) and the date of January 1901. The text was actually cast 

rather than inscribed, indicating that this bell was custom-made specifically for our church.  
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Has God called this church to minister to 

children? Yes! Children are important to 

God! Recall that Jesus said in Matthew 18, 

“Whoever welcomes one such child in my 

name welcomes me.” Wow! Just welcoming 

one child in Jesus’ name is welcoming Jesus! 

In Matthew 19, Jesus said, “Let the little 

children come to me, and do not stop them; 

for it is to such as these that the kingdom of 

heaven belongs.”  

Ministry to children multiplies our efforts 

long-term. There are few ministry 

opportunities that allow us to impact the 

future in such a direct way. If you love and 

teach kids today, you are also influencing 

generations to come. The children you 

minister to today can one day become 

parents and church leaders themselves. You 

can change the world in the long run, one 

child at a time. Research has shown that most 

people who will come to Christ do so when 

they are young. The childhood years are the 

greatest opportunity for the Gospel. So 

reaching children needs to be a top priority 

for this church. 

Build your humility and patience! If 

building the church and kingdom of God is 

not enough encouragement, look at the other 

personal benefits: increased humility and 

patience! Where better than church to build 

your patience while building God’s kingdom? 

2017 Kids’ Fest 

June 21 | Kids’ 

Fest provides an 

opportunity for us 

to share  the love 

of Jesus with the 

children in our  community! Kids’ Fest will be 

held in the New Merchants’ Building at the 

Fairgrounds on Wednesday, June 21. The 

event will begin at 10:00 am and end at 3:00 

pm. We will once again have a booth 

featuring a sticker craft, free book bags, and 

mini beach balls. There will be sign-up forms 

for Vacation Bible School and Music Camp, 

too. Come and share the love of Jesus! 

 

Vacation Bible School | We will be heading 

into the Maker Fun Factory for Vacation Bible 

School this summer. We haven’t finalized our 

dates yet, but the current first choice is 

Monday, June 26 through Thursday, June 29. 

We are contacting other churches to 

coordinate schedules and will also be 

checking in with those of you who have 

helped in the past. We are planning to meet 

in the evening, probably following a light 

supper as we have done in the past. Keep 

your eye on this space for outreach and 

neighbor-loving opportunities as the month 

of June approaches.  

You can contact me at church on Sunday or 

Tuesday mornings, or email me anytime at:  

bowen.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com.  

God loves you! And so do I!    | Marla 

Education News and Notes 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   
 
1  

1:30p Quilters 
7p Ash 

Wednesday 
Service 

6:30p Choir 

2 
6:30p Praise Band  

3 
  
 

4 
5-7p Community 

Dinner  

5      9:30a Worship 
(Sanctuary) 
11a Worship 

(Fellowship Hall) 
1p Boy Scouts 

6 
  
7 

12p Kiwanis 
5:15p Handbells 
6p Lions’ Club 

 
 
   
 

8             
1:30p Quilters 

6:30p Radio Club 
Board 

9 
1p Love, INC  
6:30p Choir 

 

10 
 
11 

 

12    9:30a Worship 
(Sanctuary) 
11a Worship 

(Fellowship Hall) 
1p Boy Scouts 

4p Usher Meeting 
 
  
  

13  12p Hillsdale 
Women’s Ex 

1p Women’s Club 
4:30p Building 

Comm  
5:30p Trustees 

6:30p ONE Team 
  

14     
12p Kiwanis 

5:15p Handbells 
7p Finance 

15           
1:30p Quilters 

6p Lenten Soup 
Supper 

 
 
 

16 
6:30p Choir 

7p Radio Club 
8p Praise Band 

17 
  
18            

 

19    9:30a Worship 
(Sanctuary) 

11a Worship with 
breakfast  

(Fellowship Hall) 
1p Boy Scouts 
4p Community 
Concert: Alma 
College Choir 

 

20 
6:30p Worship 

Team 
 
 
 
 

NEWSLETTER 
Deadline 

  

21    
5:15p Handbells 

6p Kiwanis 
6:30p Habitat for 

Humanity 

22       
1:30p Quilters 

6p Lenten Soup 
Supper 

23 
6:30p Choir 

8p Praise Band 
   

24 
4p Lions’ Club 
Rummage Sale 

Setup 

25 
9a Lions’ Club 
Rummage Sale  

26        
9:30a Worship 

(Sanctuary) 
11a Worship 

(Fellowship Hall) 
1p Boy Scouts 

7p Singspiration @ 
Camden UMC 

 
 

  

27 
1:30p ArtWorks 

Board 
7p Ad Board 

7p Kiwanis Board 
(Offsite) 

 

  

28      
12p Kiwanis 

5:15p Handbells 
 
 

29        
1p Dawn Nisbett 
Memorial Service 

1:30p Quilters 
6p Lenten Soup 

Supper 
 
 

  
 

30 
6:30p Choir 

8p Praise Band 
 

  

31      
 
 

April 1 

5-7p Community 
Dinner 



 

Bulletin Board Headlines 

Anniversaries   

March  17 Dennis and Colleen Fadden 
March  30 Dave and Judy Burgee 
March  30 Steve and Janice Simons 
 

Birthdays 
March     2 Penny Swan 
March     9 Joan VanArsdalen   
March  17 Colleen Fadden 
March  18 Martha Hart 
March  19 Charlene Moore 
March  20 Bob Sawyer 
March   23 Lori Caldwell 
March  28 Bert Hill 
March   30 Susie Eichler 
March   31 Jaidyn Lee 
 

April     1 Pat Bildner 
April     2 Ethel Ferguson 
April     2 Jan Tesch  
April     3 John Ourensma 
April  13 Nick Nestorak 
April  20 Bonnie Reamer 
April  24 Janell Wilson 
April  26 Gail Clow 
April  27 David Burgee 
April  27 Pam Tippner 
April  29 James Scheibner 

Prayer Requests | Prayers for anyone who 

is in need of God’s comfort and peace. 

Prayers for the church and its ministries. 

Current: Danny Coles, Aaron Delauter, Pat 

Laurell, Bill Lee, Beckie Miller 

Continuing: Betsy Baker, Debbie Bigelow, 

Tom Bildner, Jack Bowles, Lorna Busch, 

Shirley Connolly, Dick Emery, Ethel 

Ferguson, Lynn George, Kristine Hasty, Bettie 

Monroe, Carolyn Parker, Gene Parker, 

Bonnie Reamer, Betty Scheibner, Maggie 

Swan, Daryl Sweet, Larry Sydor, Carol 

Tindall, Crystal Wilkin, Rev. Tamara Williams 

(Albion District Superintendent) 

In Nursing Care or at Home: Dorothy 

Aspinall (in Illinois), Sammy Brink, B.J. Clark, 

Shirley Connolly, Jean Dieterle, Susie Eichler, 

Lois Fosbender, Bev Hart, Bert Hill, Ruth 

Huston, Jackie Mitchell, Bettie Monroe, 

Colleen Ridenour, Bob Scholl, Mary 

Sodergren, Carol Tindall 

Serving in the Military: Ricardo Arellano, 

Emily Mitchell 

  

 

Usher Meeting | On Sunday, March 12, at 4:00 pm there will be a meeting in the Lounge of all 

current ushers, those who have ushered in the past, and anyone wishing to join the ushering 

crew in the important ministry of welcoming God's people to worship each week. 

This gathering will be hosted by the Worship Team, our church committee which, together 

with Pastor Pat, is charged with overseeing all matters pertaining to our worship services. The 

team hopes the meeting will be an open time of sharing your thoughts and ideas about the 

important role of ushers on a Sunday morning. Ushers are frontline ministers of welcome and 

serve as hosts for worship. Their role is critically important to set the tone of welcome and 

hospitality for the congregation. Please consider the possibility of serving as an usher and plan 

to attend the meeting on Sunday, March 12, at 4:00 pm. 

Mary Jean Tennant Circle |  Nine members and five guests met for the February meeting.  The 

program was given by John Savarino who spoke on growing up and the early days of Little Italy 

in Hillsdale.  He brought pictures, documents, and articles to support his very interesting 

talk.  Refreshments were served by Barb Vallieu at the home of Judy Burgee.   So that members 

may attend Lenten services, there will not be a meeting in March.  The next gathering will be 

on April 19 in the church lounge.  The program will be church history given by Barb Vallieu and 

Ardice Casarda.   
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED  

Pastor: Rev. Pat Brook  
brook.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com 

 

Director of Music: John Ourensma  
ourensma.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com 
 

Associate Director of Music: Renee  Nestorak  
nestorak.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com 
 

Director of Educational Ministries: Marla Bowen 
bowen.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com 
 

Director of Youth Ministries/Church Administrator: 
Pam Laurell, laurell.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com 
 

Facilities Supervisor: Jeff Kornak 
kornak.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com 


