
Hillsdale First United Methodist Church 
March 15, 2020             

Welcome! 

Greeting / Opening Question for Reflection 

Jesus consistently engaged all kinds of people in conversation. 
Enemies, strangers, the sick, even those other people ignored. 

Engaging in conversations with people who are not like us can 
be difficult. I invite you to think about when you find it easy to 
engage in conversation. And when is it difficult? 

Announcements 

There will be NO worship services and NO community breakfast 

at the church this Sunday, March 15. 

There will also be NO worship services at the church for the 
following two Sundays, March 22 and March 29. 

We are cancelling all worship services, Bible studies, meetings, 
and other in-person gatherings at the church through the end 

of March at the recommendation of Bishop Bard in his 
statement Friday afternoon 

https://www.facebook.com/MichiganUMC/ 

Going forward, we WILL find ways to be creative in offering 
worship services and ministries to everyone, and we will keep 

you posted about those plans. Many prayers for all. 

Song ...................................................................... Forever 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PztqzpK0epg 

Lesson ..................................... (responsively) Romans 5:1-8 

Therefore, since we have been made righteous through his 

faithfulness,  
 we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

We have access by faith into this grace in which we stand 

through him,  
 and we boast in the hope of God’s glory.  
 

But not only that!  

We even take pride in our problems, because we know 
that trouble produces endurance,  

 endurance produces character,  
 and character produces hope.  
 

https://www.facebook.com/MichiganUMC/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PztqzpK0epg


 
This hope doesn’t put us to shame, because the love of God 

has been poured out in our hearts  
through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. 

While we were still weak, at the right moment, Christ 
died for ungodly people.  

 

It isn’t often that someone will die for a righteous person, 

though maybe someone might dare to die  
for a good person.  

But God shows his love for us, because while we were 

still sinners Christ died for us.  

Prayer 

God, we know that you are with us in our sufferings. We thank 
you for the gifts of endurance and character. Remind us also of 
your gift of hope. Be with us as we remember your gift of 

reconciliation, and help us to be reconciled with one another in 
your love. Amen. 

Song ................................... You Are My King (Amazing Love) 

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MA_cSFdUMqk 

Lesson ................................ narrative reading of John 4:5-42 

Narrator: Today’s scripture reading is from John, Chapter 4, 

beginning at verse 5. 

 5-8 In a small Samaritan town known as Sychar, Jesus and His 

entourage stopped to rest at the historic well that Jacob gave 

his son Joseph. It was about noon when Jesus found a spot to 

sit close to the well while the disciples ventured off to find 

provisions. From His vantage, He watched as a Samaritan 

woman approached to draw some water. Unexpectedly He 

spoke to her. 

Jesus: Would you draw water, and give Me a drink? 

Woman: 9 I cannot believe that You, a Jew, would associate 

with me, a Samaritan woman; much less ask me to give You a 

drink. 

Narrator: Jews, you see, have no dealings with Samaritans. 

Jesus: 10 You don’t know the gift of God or who is asking you 

for a drink of this water from Jacob’s well. Because if you did, 

you would have asked Him for something greater; and He 

would have given you the living water. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MA_cSFdUMqk


Woman: 11 Sir, You sit by this deep well a thirsty man without 

a bucket in sight. Where does this living water come 

from? 12 Are You claiming superiority to our father Jacob who 

labored long and hard to dig and maintain this well so that he 

could share clean water with his sons, grandchildren, and 

cattle? 

Jesus: 13 Drink this water, and your thirst is quenched only for 

a moment. You must return to this well again and again. 14 I 

offer water that will become a wellspring within you that gives 

life throughout eternity. You will never be thirsty again. 

Woman: 15 Please, Sir, give me some of this water, so I’ll 

never be thirsty and never again have to make the trip to this 

well. 

Jesus: 16 Then bring your husband to Me. 

Woman: 17-18 I do not have a husband. 

Jesus: Technically you are telling the truth. But you have had 

five husbands and are currently living with a man you are not 

married to. 

Woman: 19 Sir, it is obvious to me that You are a 

prophet. 20 Our fathers worshiped here on this mountain, but 

Your people say that Jerusalem is the only place for all to 

worship. Which is it? 

Jesus: 21-24 Woman, I tell you that neither is so. Believe this: a 

new day is coming—in fact, it’s already here—when the 

importance will not be placed on the time and place of worship 

but on the truthful hearts of worshipers. You worship what you 

don’t know while we worship what we do know, for God’s 

salvation is coming through the Jews. The Father is spirit, and 

He is seeking followers whose worship is sourced in truth and 

deeply spiritual as well. Regardless of whether you are in 

Jerusalem or on this mountain, if you do not seek the Father, 

then you do not worship. 

Woman: 25 These mysteries will be made clear by He who is 

promised, the Anointed One. 

Jesus: 26 The Anointed is speaking to you. I am the One you 

have been looking for. 

Narrator: 27 The disciples returned to Him and gathered 

around Him in amazement that He would openly break their 

customs by speaking to this woman, but none of them would 



ask Him what He was looking for or why He was speaking with 

her. 28 The woman went back to the town, leaving her water 

pot behind. She stopped men and women on the streets and 

told them about what had happened. 

Woman: 29 I met a stranger who knew everything about me. 

Come and see for yourselves; can He be the Anointed One? 
30 A crowd came out of the city and approached Jesus. 31 During 

all of this, the disciples were urging Jesus to eat the food they 

gathered. 

Jesus: 32 I have food to eat that you know nothing about. 

Disciples (to one another): 33 Is it possible someone else has 

brought Him food while we were away? 

Jesus: 34 I receive My nourishment by serving the will of the 

Father who sent Me and completing His work. 35 You have 

heard others say, “Be patient; we have four more months to 

wait until the crops are ready for the harvest.” I say, take a 

closer look and you will see that the fields are ripe and ready 

for the harvest. 36 The harvester is collecting his pay, 

harvesting fruit ripe for eternal life. So even now, he and the 

sower are celebrating their fortune. 37 The saying may be old, 

but it is true: “One person sows, and another reaps.” 38 I sent 

you to harvest where you have not labored; someone else took 

the time to plant and cultivate, and you feast on the fruit of 

their labor.  

Narrator: 39 Meanwhile, because one woman shared with her 

neighbors how Jesus exposed her past and present, the 

village of Sychar was transformed—many Samaritans heard 

and believed. 40 The Samaritans approached Jesus and 

repeatedly invited Him to stay with them, so He lingered there 

for two days on their account. 41 With the words that came 

from His mouth, there were many more believing 

Samaritans. 42 They began their faith journey because of the 

testimony of the woman beside the well; but when they heard 

for themselves, they were convinced the One they were hearing 

was and is God’s Anointed, the Liberating King, sent to rescue 

the entire world. 

Message ....................... Where Do You Get This Living Water? 
Katie Harmon-McLaughlin 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Muy7Ka4rxs 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Muy7Ka4rxs


     I Give You Living Water, Light of the World Garden Sculpture, Utah, Sculptor: Angela Johnson 

Prayers of the People 

Searching God, You have sought us, pursued us when we have 
fled from You and Your ways, and found us when we were lost 

and wandering. We can never be far from You. Surround us 
with Your loving embrace when we feel distant and aloof. 

Enfold us in Your love when we feel lonely and abandoned. 
Embrace us in Your care when we feel forgotten. Remind us to 
reach out to one another, to share Your love, for we are Your 

embrace, Your love, Your caring heart in this world, and we are 
called to love one another. We lift to you now, the names of 

those, who need that embrace, as we pray for them. 
    [Allow people lift names in prayer] 
May those we pray for drink deep of your life giving waters. All 

this we pray, in the name of Jesus, the Christ, who taught us to 
pray:    

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
   hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come,  
   thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.   

And lead us not into temptation,  
   but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
   and the glory forever.  Amen. 



Passing the Peace 

The peace of God is here… to stay. Thanks be to God. 

Offering 

God trusts us enough to place God’s blessings in us, so may we 
be as faithful in offering them back to God, so others might be 

comforted in their loneliness, might be fed in their emptiness, 
might receive hope in their despair.  

Prayer of Dedication 

God, our provider, in Christ you give us a spring of pure water 
that overflows to eternal life. Your love and hope fill our hearts, 

so we want to worship you in spirit and truth. Open our eyes to 
see the places in this neighborhood where our church’s 

ministries could reach new people. Direct our gifts and offerings 
for your purposes, so that our community will become like a 
field ripe for harvest. We ask this through Christ our risen Lord. 

Amen.  

Song ................................................... This Is How We Know 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H7Kz0fQiFMI 

Blessing 
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