
Hillsdale First United Methodist Church | Second Sunday of Lent, March 13, 2022 

• IN-PERSON 9:30 am in the Sanctuary 
• LIVESTREAM online at 9:30 am on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC  
• on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRIHbHBJ74jhHeLkO4gAs6A? 
• on our church website  http://hillsdalefirstumc.com/  
• and by phone 517-247-2477 

 

Gathering 

Prelude Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above Ch. Ore, D. Schack 

Greeting and Announcements 

Call to Worship 

Loving God, our light, our salvation, whom shall we fear? 
Loving God, our light, our salvation, stronghold of life. 
Loving God, our light, our salvation, shelter in every trouble. 
One thing we ask of our God, that we may live in your house all the days of our lives. 
Loving God, our light, our salvation, come and be home to us. 
 

Hymn   Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above 126

1. Sing praise to God who reigns above,  
the God of all creation,  
the God of power, the God of love,  
the God of our salvation.  
With healing balm my soul is filled  
and every faithless murmur stilled:  
To God all praise and glory. 
 

2. The Lord is never far away,  
but through all grief distressing,  
an ever present help and stay,  
our peace and joy and blessing.  
As with a mother's tender hand,  
God gently leads the chosen band:  
To God all praise and glory. 
 
 

3. Thus, all my toilsome way along,  
I sing aloud thy praises,  
that earth may hear the grateful song  
my voice unwearied raises.  
Be joyful in the Lord, my heart,  
both soul and body bear your part:  
To God all praise and glory. 
 

4. Let all who name Christ's holy name  
give God all praise and glory;  
let all who own his power proclaim  
aloud the wondrous story!  
Cast each false idol from its throne,  
for Christ is Lord, and Christ alone:  
To God all praise and glory.  
Words: Johann J. Schütz, 1675; trans. F. Cox, 1864 
Music: Bohemian Bretheren’s Kirchengesange, 1566; harm. by Maurice Bell, 1906 
Public Domain

Proclamation

Prayer for Illumination      
 

Psalm 27  (Refrain: Played once, sung once by vocalists, then by all) 
The Lord is my light, my light and salvation; in God I trust, in God I trust.

The Lord is my light and my salvation. 
        Should I fear anyone? 
    The Lord is a fortress protecting my life. 
        Should I be frightened of anything? 
When evildoers come at me trying to eat me up— 
    it’s they, my foes and my enemies, 
    who stumble and fall! 
If an army camps against me, 
        my heart won’t be afraid.   Refrain 

If war comes up against me, 
        I will continue to trust in this: 
    I have asked one thing from the Lord— 

    it’s all I seek: 

        to live in the Lord’s house all the days of my life, 
        seeing the Lord’s beauty 
        and constantly adoring his temple. 
Because he will shelter me in his own dwelling 
    during troubling times; 
    he will hide me in a secret place in his own tent; 
        he will set me up high, safe on a rock.  Refrain 

Now my head is higher than the enemies surrounding me, 
    and I will offer sacrifices in God’s tent— 
        sacrifices with shouts of joy!   
I will sing and praise the Lord.  Refrain 
  

(Continued on next page) 
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Lord, listen to my voice when I cry out— 
    have mercy on me and answer me! 
Come, my heart says, seek God’s face. 
    Lord, I do seek your face! 
Please don’t hide it from me! 
    Don’t push your servant aside angrily— 
        you have been my help! 
    God who saves me, 
        don’t neglect me! 
        Don’t leave me all alone! 
Even if my father and mother left me all alone, 
    the Lord would take me in.  Refrain 
 
 

Lord, teach me your way; 
    because of my opponents, lead me on a good path. 
Don’t give me over to the desires of my enemies, 
    because false witnesses and violent accusers 
    have taken their stand against me. 
But I have sure faith 
    that I will experience the Lord’s goodness 
    in the land of the living! 
Hope in the Lord! 
    Be strong! Let your heart take courage! 
        Hope in the Lord!   

 

Refrain with verses (sung by vocalists)

Prayers of the People Refrain: 

The Lord is my light, my light and salvation; in God I trust, in God I trust. 
 

Lord, you are the giver of light, 
come into the dark places of our lives and light our way. 
Lord we are afraid, 
we feel insecure and fear what lies before us. 
Keep us safe, be our strong deliverer, protect us, 
so that we are not overcome by these fears.  Refrain 

And Lord we will trust you. 
We ask Lord that we get to live in your house 
to see how wonderful you are and to spend time talking daily with you. 
Lord we need your sanctuary, we need the quiet, 
the place we can go to slow down and to take a deep breath. 
Lord we all need the peace we can find there with you. 
And we thank you for that peace and time we spend with you.  Refrain 

Lord, please listen to us when we pray. 
Hear our cry for those in need of prayer, 
those who are downtrodden—lift them up; 
those who are ill—bring your healing touch; 
those who have lost a loved one—comfort for their sorrow; 
those who have felt rejected—acceptance and support; 
those who have become homebound, disabled, chronically ill, terminally ill, or 
gone into nursing care—send them your loving presence. 
Be gracious to all Lord and answer our prayers.  Refrain 
 
Lord, it is often hard to know which way to go in this world, 
and so we ask that you teach us your ways. 
Light the path well for us, Lord, so we may see our way. 
We may stumble and we may fall, 
but pick us up, brush off the dirt, 
bandage our wounds and send us back on your path. 
And encourage us along our way as your believers. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 
Passing the Peace     Having prayed for ourselves and for each other,  

let us now bless one another with Christ’s peace.  The peace of Christ be with you. 
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Song  Better Is One Day 

How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord Almighty, 
for my soul longs and even faints for you. 
 

For here my heart is satisfied within your presence. 
I sing beneath the shadow of your wings. 
 

Better is one day in your courts, 
better is one day in your house, 
better is one day in your courts 
than thousands elsewhere. 
 

Better is one day in your courts, 
better is one day in your house, 
better is one day in your courts 
than thousands elsewhere, 
than thousands elsewhere. 
 

One thing I ask and I would seek: to see your beauty, 
to find you in the place your glory dwells. 
 

One thing I ask and I would seek: to see your beauty, 
to find you in the place your glory dwells. 
 

Better is one day in your courts, 
better is one day in your house, 
better is one day in your courts 
than thousands elsewhere. 
 

Better is one day in your courts, 
better is one day in your house, 
better is one day in your courts 
than thousands elsewhere. 
 

My heart and flesh cry out for you, the living God. 
Your Spirit's water to my soul. 
I've tasted and I've seen. Come once again to me. 
I will draw near to you, I will draw near to you. 
 

Better is one day, better is one day, 
better is one day than thousands elsewhere. 
 

Better is one day, better is one day, 
better is one day than thousands elsewhere. 
 

Better is one day in your courts, 
better is one day in your house, 
better is one day in your courts 
than thousands elsewhere. 
 

Better is one day in your courts, 
better is one day in your house, 
better is one day in your courts 
than thousands elsewhere, 
than thousands elsewhere. 
CCLI Song # 1097451 Matt Redman © 1995 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
All rights reserved. Reprinted under CCLI License # 3134300 and streamed under CCLI #20153811 

 

Scripture Reading – Luke 13:31-35  

Response to the Scripture        This is the Word of God for the people of God.  Thanks be to God! 

Message  Our Motherly Savior 

 
Response 

Hymn Jesus, Lover of My Soul 479

1. Jesus, lover of my soul,  
let me to thy bosom fly,  
while the nearer waters roll,  
while the tempest still is high.  
Hide me, O my Savior, hide,  
till the storm of life is past;  
safe into the haven guide;  
O receive my soul at last. 
 
2. Other refuge have I none,  
hangs my helpless soul on thee;  
leave, ah! leave me not alone,  
still support and comfort me.  
All my trust on thee is stayed,  
all my help from thee I bring;  
cover my defenseless head  
with the shadow of thy wing. 
 
 

3. Thou, O Christ, art all I want,  
more than all in thee I find;  
raise the fallen, cheer the faint,  
heal the sick, and lead the blind.  
Just and holy is thy name,  
I am all unrighteousness;  
false and full of sin I am;  
thou art full of truth and grace. 
 
4. Plenteous grace with thee is found,  
grace to cover all my sin;  
let the healing streams abound,  
make and keep me pure within.  
Thou of life the fountain art,  
freely let me take of thee;  
spring thou up within my heart;  
rise to all eternity. 
Words: Charles Wesley, 1740. 
Music: Simeon B. Marsh, 1789-1875 
Public Domain 
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Prayer of Confession and Assurance of Pardon 

O God, whose loving knows no ending, still you long to gather us under your wings.  
For the words of hatred we have spoken and the words of love we have withheld: 

O God, forgive us and gather us under your wings of mercy. 

For the walls we have built up and the barriers we have refused to take down, 
O God, forgive us and gather us under your wings of mercy. 

For the greed that makes us frantic and the gifts we pass by without seeing, 
O God, forgive us and gather us under your wings of mercy. 

For what we have done and for what we have left undone, 
O God, forgive us and gather us under your wings of mercy. 

Sisters and brothers, God’s promise of mercy is sure: you are forgiven and loved as you are.  
Come now and rest under God’s sheltering wings and know that you are home. 

Duet  His Eye Is on the Sparrow Ch. Gabriel

Invitation to the Offering 

Moment of Meditation 

Doxology  Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 95 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayer of Dedication  Generous God, as we travel this Lenten journey,  
allow us to walk beside Jesus as he makes his journey into Jerusalem. As we offer our gifts this morning,  

may it be our way of saying we won’t turn away from the problems and conflicts of this world;  
but like Jesus, we will walk toward them. All we take for the journey is the compassion, mercy, and sacrifice 

 that he carried—moving toward what waited in the Holy City.  
We journey in Christ’s steps and pray in Christ’s holy name. Amen. 

 

Sending 

Hymn Leaning on the Everlasting Arms 133

1. What a fellowship, what a joy divine,  
leaning on the everlasting arms;  
what a blessedness, what a peace is mine,  
leaning on the everlasting arms.  
Leaning, leaning, safe and secure from all alarms;  
leaning, leaning, leaning on the everlasting arms. 
 

2. O how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way,  
leaning on the everlasting arms;  
O how bright the path grows from day to day,  
leaning on the everlasting arms.  

Leaning, leaning, safe and secure from all alarms;  
leaning, leaning, leaning on the everlasting arms. 
 
3. What have I to dread, what have I to fear,  
leaning on the everlasting arms?  
I have blessed peace with my Lord so near, 
leaning on the everlasting arms.  
Leaning, leaning, safe and secure from all alarms;  
leaning, leaning, leaning on the everlasting arms. 
Words by Elisha A. Hoffman, 1887. Music: Anthony J. Showalter, 1887 
Public Domain 

Benediction 

Postlude Great Is Thy Faithfulness D. Cherwien 
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