
Hillsdale First United Methodist Church | Third Sunday in Lent, March 7, 2021 

• IN-PERSON WORSHIP 9:30 am in the Sanctuary 
• Livestream online at 9:30 am on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC  
• on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRIHbHBJ74jhHeLkO4gAs6A? 
• on our church website  http://hillsdalefirstumc.com/  
• and by phone 517-247-2477 

 

Gathering 

Prelude This Holy Covenant Was Made H. Hopson  

Greeting and Announcements   

Call to Worship      

In the days of Noah, 
God placed a rainbow in the sky as the sign of a covenant of God's love for all the earth. 

In the colors of the rainbow, 
 we see the sign of God's grace for all creation.   
In the days of Moses, 

the words of God were written on tablets of stone, 
as the sign of a covenant between God and all of God's people. 

In the tablets of stone, 
we see the sign of God's hope for each to live in peace with God and neighbor. 

In the days of the prophet, 
God promised to place a new covenant in our hearts. 

As members of the living Body of Christ, 
 we see the sign of God's promise among us. 
 

Hymn  This Holy Covenant Was Made  

1. This holy covenant was made: 
God our Deliv'rance was obeyed. 
Seas were parted; freedom started. 
By cloud and fire we were led. 
By quail and manna we were fed. 
Alleluia, Alleluia. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

2. This holy covenant was new 
at table with Christ's gathered few. 
Blessing spoken; body broken. 
By lifted cup our God forgives. 
By Jesus' grace alone we live. 
Alleluia, Alleluia. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 
3. This holy covenant of flame 
sears in our hearts the saving name. 
Spirit's fire, our desire. 
By wind and tongue the Church is sealed. 
By might and power here revealed. 
Alleluia, Alleluia. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
Words by Sylvia Dunstan © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc. 
All rights reserved. Reprinted under One License #A-723218 
Music: Lasst Uns Erfreuen: 1623; adapted and harm. R. V. Williams, 1906  Public Domain 
 

 
 

 

Proclamation 
Prayer for Illumination 

How does God speak?  
Not with a voice like mere mortals, yet God speaks in many ways- 
In the bountiful creation around us: 

“The midnight skies tell of God’s glory,the midday sun displays holy handiwork. 
Each new day speaks God’s language, and night after night knows more than it can tell.” 

Yet it is the cross of Jesus where God speaks most profoundly:  
“The talk of the cross sounds absurd to those who think they are sophisticated, 
but for us who are being saved, it is the power of God.” 

Amen! Let the way we speak and the way we think be acceptable in your sight  
O God our strength and our redeemer. 
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Scripture Reading – 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 

Hymn In the Cross of Christ I Glory 295 

1. In the cross of Christ I glory,  
towering o'er the wrecks of time;  
all the light of sacred story  
gathers round its head sublime. 
 

2. When the woes of life o'ertake me,  
hopes deceive, and fears annoy,  
never shall the cross forsake me.  
Lo! it glows with peace and joy. 
 

3. When the sun of bliss is beaming  
light and love upon my way,  
from the cross the radiance streaming  
adds more luster to the day. 

4. Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure,  
by the cross are sanctified;  
peace is there that knows no measure,  
joys that through all time abide. 
 

5. In the cross of Christ I glory,  
towering o'er the wrecks of time;  
all the light of sacred story 
gathers round its head sublime.  

Words: John Bowring, 1825 
Music: Ithamar Conkey, 1848 
Public Domain 

 
 
 
 

Scripture Reading – John 2:13-22 

Anthem When Christ Went to the Temple   Welsh Melody 

Message Picking Up the Whip 

Response 

Hymn of Response Lord Jesus, Come and Overturn 
(Sung to the tune of #463 Lord, Speak to Me) 

1. Lord Jesus, come and overturn 
the powers that corrupt and bind. 
Transform our temples with your love 
and claim our conscience with your mind. 
 

2. You turn the tables on our greed 
and set a diff'rent kind of feast; 
where mercy answers ev'ry need 
and great ones humbly serve the least. 
 
 

3. You cast aside our vain desires 
and offer us a nobler goal; 
the justice that your love requires 
and dignity for ev'ry soul. 
 

4. Lord Jesus, come and live in us 
and let your blessed truth resound 
in ev'ry temple, heart and home 
where charity and love are found. 
Words: David Gambrell, 2003, © 2015 GIA Publications, Inc. 
All Rights Reserved. Used under One License A-723218 
Music: Adapt. from Robert Schmann, 1839  Public Domain 

Invitation to Offering  

Moment of Meditation        

Doxology  Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow 95 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 
The Great Thanksgiving      

May the God of holy words be with you. 
 May the Meditation of our hearts be with you. 
People of God, open yourselves to the One who is your rock. 
 God fills us with foolishness, so we may be wise. 
Children of God, sing songs of thanksgiving with all creation. 
 Our voices are lifted to the One who makes all things. 
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…With those who have great faith, with those who have very little, we sing our thanksgivings to you: 
Holy, holy, holy are you, God of mountaintops. 
The heavens join all creation to tell of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
Blessed is the One who is foolish for our sake. 
Hosanna in the highest! 

 

…As we remember his zeal for your heart, as we remember his passion for us, 
we would speak of that mystery we know as faith: 

Christ died, the rock which broke sin's power; 
Christ was raised, death conquered by our redeemer; 
Christ will return, desiring us more than anything in all creation. 

 

…And when the sun has finished its course, when the moon and stars shine no more, 
we will be given the words from your mouth so we can sing from the deeps of our hearts to you, 
God in Community, Holy in One.  Amen. 

Song of Preparation Remembrance 

Oh, how could it be 
that my God would welcome me 
into this mystery, 
say “Take this bread, take this wine”? 
Now the simple made divine 
for any to receive. 
 

By your mercy we come to your table. 
By your grace you are making us faithful. 
 

Lord, we remember you, 
and remembrance leads us to worship. 
And as we worship you, 
our worship leads to communion. 
We respond to your invitation. 
We remember you. 
 

See his body, his blood; 
know that he has overcome 
ev'ry trial we will face. 
And none too lost to be saved, 
none too broken or ashamed. 
All are welcome in this place. 
 

By your mercy we come to your table. 
By your grace you are making us faithful. 
 

 

Lord, we remember you, 
and remembrance leads us to worship. 
And as we worship you, 
our worship leads to communion. 
We respond to your invitation. 
We remember you. 
 

Dying, you destroyed our death. 
Rising you restored our life. 
Lord Jesus, come in glory. 
Lord Jesus, come in glory. 
Lord Jesus, come in glory. 
Lord Jesus, come in glory. 
 

Lord, we remember you, 
and remembrance leads us to worship. 
And as we worship you, 
our worship leads to communion. 
We respond to your invitation, 
we respond to your invitation. 
We remember you. 
CCLI Song # 5484616  Matt Maher | Matt Redman © 2009 Icel (Admin. by Capitol CMG 
Publishing)  Said And Done Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) sixsteps Music (Admin. by 
Capitol CMG Publishing)  spiritandsong.com (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) All rights reserved. Reprinted under CCLI 
License # 3134300

Communion Invitation 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

Sharing the Bread and Cup Remembrance   
 

Passing the Peace     

As forgiven and redeemed people, let us now extend the peace and forgiveness we have found in God, 
 to each other by saying in love: the peace of Christ be with you. 
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Hillsdale First United Methodist Church 
45 N. Manning St., Hillsdale, MI 49242  |  517-437-3681 

www.hillsdalefirstumc.com  |  facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC 
 

Rev. Rob McPherson, Pastor | John Ourensma, Director of Music | Reneeˊ Nestorak, Associate Dir of Music | 
Pam Laurell, Church Administrator | Tana Trombly, Children’s Ministries Dir | Jeff Kornak, Facility Supervisor 

Sending 

Hymn Lift High the Cross 159

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim  
till all the world adore his sacred name.  
 

1. Come, Christians, follow this triumphant sign.  
The hosts of God in unity combine.  
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim  
till all the world adore his sacred name.  
 

2. Each newborn servant of the Crucified  
bears on the brow the seal of him who died. 
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim  
till all the world adore his sacred name. Refrain 
 

 

3. O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree,  
as thou hast promised, draw the world to thee.  
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim  
till all the world adore his sacred name. Refrain 
 

4. So shall our song of triumph ever be:  
Praise to the Crucified for victory!  
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim  
till all the world adore his sacred name.  
Words: George William Kitchin and Michael Robert Newbolt, 1916 alt. 
Music: Sydney Hugo Nicholson, 1916 © 1978 Hope Publishing Co.  
All rights reserved. Reprinted under CCLI License # 3134300 
 
 

Blessing  

Postlude Lift High the Cross Ch. Callahan 

 

Call to Worship. From the Lent 2006 liturgy, http://www.seekerschurch.org/ Prayer for Illumination. Bruce Prewer, bruceprewer.com. / Invitation to Offering. Seasons of the 
Spirit™ SeasonsFusion Lent • Easter 2021 Copyright © Wood Lake Publishing Inc. 2020, alt. / The Great Thanksgiving © 2015 Thom M Shuman, Lectionary Liturgies.   

We will continue to offer livestreamed services 
on Facebook, YouTube, our church website, and by phone 

on Sundays at 9:30 am  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

You may mail your offerings and contributions to our postal address below. 
To set up online giving directly from your bank to the church’s account, please call the office for details.  

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP, Sundays, 9:30 am 
Masks and distancing are required. 


