
Hillsdale First United Methodist Church | Fourth Sunday in Lent, March 14, 2021 

• IN-PERSON WORSHIP 9:30 am in the Sanctuary 
• Livestream online at 9:30 am on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC  
• on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRIHbHBJ74jhHeLkO4gAs6A? 
• on our church website  http://hillsdalefirstumc.com/  
• and by phone 517-247-2477 

 

Gathering 

Prelude God, Whose Love Is Reigning O’er Us R. Hobby 

Greeting and Announcements   

Call to Worship      

In this place, the community of faith is reminded of the promise: 
 God's love endures forever!  

In spite of our impatient grumbling, despite our attraction to the shadows: 
 Christ's light shines in us! 

When we think our hands our empty, when we have no music in our souls: 
 the Spirit fills us with glad songs, and creates us for good works! 
 

Hymn  God, Whose Love Is Reigning O’er Us 100 

1. God, whose love is reigning o'er us,  
source of all, the ending true;  
hear the universal chorus raised in joyful praise to you:  
Alleluia, Alleluia, worship ancient, worship new. 
 

2. Word of God from nature bringing  
springtime green and autumn gold;  
mountain streams like children singing,  
ocean waves like thunder bold:  
Alleluia, Alleluia, as creation's tale is told. 
 

3. Holy God of ancient glory,  
choosing man and woman, too;  
Abr'am's faith and Sarah's story  
formed a people bound to you.  
Alleluia, Alleluia, to your covenant keep us true. 

4. Covenant, new again in Jesus,  
Starchild born to set us free;  
sent to heal us, sent to teach us  
how love's children we might be.  
Alleluia, Alleluia, risen Christ, our Saviour he! 
 

5. Lift we then our human voices  
in the songs that faith would bring;  
live we then in human choices  
lives that, like our music, sing:  
Alleluia, Alleluia, joined in love our praises ring! 
Words: William Boyd Grove, 1980, © 1980 William Boyd Grove 
Music: John Goss, 1869; Public Domain 
All rights reserved. Words used by permission of the author 
 
 
 

 
 

Proclamation 
Prayer for Illumination 

Too often, too easily, our eyes are drawn down, God, 
to the suffering of victims and the pain of perpetrators, 
to the wounds we inflict on others and the wounds we inflict on ourselves. 

We need to see these things and pray, 
 

But, we also need our eyes to be lifted, God, 
to the signs of your life among us, 
to the touch of your healing on our souls, 
to the cross that casts its liberating shadow across all human affairs. 

 

We need our eyes to be lifted, God, 
so our hearts may be filled with faith and hope and love. Amen. 
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Responsive Reading   based on Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 

(Refrain) Then sings my soul, my Savior God to thee; how great thou art, how great thou art. 

Praise the Holy One, 
who is so wonderful, 
whose faithful love endures forever. 

Those whom the Holy One saved,  
tell the story! 

How God rescued them from enemy powers, 
gathering them from all lands; 

from East and West, from North and South. 
Let us praise the Holy One for faithful love. 

   (Refrain) 
 

Some went down to the sea in ships, 
plying their trade in great oceans. 

They saw the works of the Holy One 
the wonders performed in the deep. 

The Holy One spoke, tempests raged, 
savage billows rolled, 
reaching to heaven, 
sinking to primordial depths. 

Sailors shuddered with fear; 
they reeled and staggered 
like drunkards, 
all their skills useless. 

In distress they screamed to the Holy One,  
who saved them from their misery. 
   (Refrain) 
 

The Holy One calmed the storm 
and stilled its waves. 

They rejoiced in the calm; 
God led them to their desired haven. 

Let them praise the Holy One  
for love and faithfulness, 
for wonders done for all. 

Exalt the Creator in the assembly! 
Sing hallelujah among the elders! 
Let us praise the Holy One for faithful love. 

 
 

Song of Response God My Rock   

When my heart is overwhelmed, 
I will look to you alone, 
God, my rock, God, my rock, God, my rock. 
You will stand when others fall; 
you are faithful through it all, 
God, my rock, God, my rock, God, my rock. 
In the blessing, in the pain, 
through it all, you've never failed me. 
 

You are the strength of my heart. 
You are the strength of my heart. 
I can rely on you.  I can rely on you. 
 

When I've struggled to believe, 
you have not let go of me, 
God, my rock, God, my rock, God, my rock. 
Carried through the darkest storms, 
you have held me in your arms, 
God, my rock, God, my rock, God, my rock. 
In the blessing, in the pain, 
through it all, you've never failed me. 
  

You are the strength of my heart. 
You are the strength of my heart. 
I can rely on you. I can rely on you. 
You are the joy of my life. 
You are my song in the night. 
There is no one as true. 
Jesus, I trust in you, yeah! 

(instrumental interlude)  
 

You are the strength of my heart. 
You are the strength of my heart. 
I can rely on you. I can rely on you. 
You are the joy of my life. 
You are my song in the night. 
There is no one as true. 
Jesus, I trust in you, yeah! 
 

(instrumental interlude)  
 

Jesus, we trust in you! 
Jesus, we trust in you! 
Jesus, we trust in you! 
Jesus, we trust in you, God! 
 

You are the strength of my heart. 
You are the strength of my heart. 
I can rely on you. I can rely on you. 
You are the joy of my life. 
You are my song in the night. 
There is no one as true. 
Jesus, I trust in you (yeah). 
CCLI Song # 6364728  Brenton Brown | Paul Baloche 
© Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) Integrity Worship Music (Admin. by 
Capitol CMG Publishing (IMI)) Leadworship Songs (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (IMI)) All 
rights reserved. Reprinted under CCLI License # 3134300 

 
 

 
Prayers of the People 
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Song Bless the Lord 2013
 

Bless the Lord my soul and bless God's holy name. 
Bless the Lord my soul who leads me into life. 

Words and Music: Jacques Berthier (Ps. 103:1)  Taize Community © 1984 Les Presses de Taize, GIA Publications, Inc. agent. All rights reserved. Used under One License #A-723218 
 

Scripture Reading – Ephesians 2:1-10  This the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 

Anthem God So Loved the World  J. Stainer 

Message What Is Grace? 

Response 

Song Grace Alone 2162 

1. Every promise we can make,  
every prayer and step of faith,  
every difference we will make  
is only by his grace.  
Every mountain we will climb,  
every ray of hope we shine, 
every blessing left behind 
is only by his grace. 

Grace alone which God supplies,  
strength unknown he will provide.  
Christ in us our Cornerstone;  
we will go forth in grace alone.  
 
 

2. Every soul we long to reach,  
every heart we hope to teach,  
everywhere we share his peace  
is only by his grace.  
Every loving word we say,  
every tear we wipe away, 
every sorrow turned to praise  
is only by his grace. 

Grace alone which God supplies,  
strength unknown he will provide.  
Christ in us our Cornerstone;  
we will go forth in grace alone.  
Words and Music by Scott Wesley Brown and Jeff Nelson (Eph. 2:8-10) 
© 1998 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing 
(Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.) 
All rights reserved. Used under CCLI License # 3134300

Prayers of Thanksgiving      

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

Passing the Peace     

In addition to the things God has given me, I also thank God for the people that God has put into my life –  
that is each one of you. In gratitude for you, I honestly say to you: the peace of Christ be with you.  

Would you also honestly and gratefully say to those around you:  the peace of Christ be with you! 

Invitation to Offering  

Moment of Meditation        

Doxology  Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow 95 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Prayer 
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Sending 

Hymn Grace Greater Than Our Sin 365

1. Marvelous grace of our loving Lord,  
grace that exceeds our sin and our guilt!  
Yonder on Calvary's mount outpoured,  
there where the blood of the Lamb was split.  
Grace, grace, God's grace,  
grace that will pardon and cleanse within;  
grace, grace, God's grace,  
grace that is greater than all our sin! 
 

2. Sin and despair, like the sea waves cold,  
threaten the soul with infinite loss;  
grace that is greater, yes, grace untold,  
points to the refuge, the mighty cross.  
Grace, grace, God's grace,  
grace that will pardon and cleanse within;  
grace, grace, God's grace,  
grace that is greater than all our sin! 
 
 
 

3. Dark is the stain that we cannot hide.  
What can avail to wash it away?  
Look! There is flowing a crimson tide,  
brighter than snow you may be today.  
Grace, grace, God's grace,  
grace that will pardon and cleanse within;  
grace, grace, God's grace,  
grace that is greater than all our sin! 
 

4. Marvelous, infinite, matchless grace,  
freely bestowed on all who believe!  
You that are longing to see his face,  
will you this moment his grace receive?  
Grace, grace, God's grace,  
grace that will pardon and cleanse within;  
grace, grace, God's grace,  
grace that is greater than all our sin! 
Words by Julia H. Johnston, 1911 (Rom. 5:20) 
Music by Daniel B. Towner, 1910 
Public Domain 

Blessing  

Postlude Great Is Thy Faithfulness D. Cherwien 

 

Call to Worship, Prayers of Thanksgiving © Thom M. Shuman, 2015, Lectionary Liturgies / Prayer for Illumination. John van de Laar //reworship.blogspot.com/2012/02/prayer-
looking-up.html / Responsive Reading. Songs for the Holy One by Thomas Barnett and Donald Patriquin., Copyright © 2004 Thomas Barnett and Donald Patriquin., Used by 
permission / Prayers of the People. Terri C. Pilarski, 2012, revgalblogpals.org / Invitation to Offering. ©2021 Discipleship Ministries, An Agency of the United Methodist Church. / 
Prayer of Dedication.  Selections from a prayer by Harrison Morrow, Lenten Liturgical Resources from Africana Writers, edited by Safiya Fosua, 2020.

We will continue to offer livestreamed services 
on Facebook, YouTube, our church website, and by phone 

on Sundays at 9:30 am  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

You may mail your offerings and contributions to our postal address below. 
To set up online giving directly from your bank to the church’s account, please call the office for details.  

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP, Sundays, 9:30 am 
Masks and distancing are required. 


