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The Lenten Journey 

As we journey through Lent, we are called to prepare ourselves to experience both Jesus’ 

crucifixion and resurrection. In Christian tradition, we prepare ourselves through prayer, 

fasting, and almsgiving, opening our hearts, minds, and souls to the deep mystery of God’s giving 

of himself in Jesus Christ.  

With such intense preparation, we might expect some change within ourselves; perhaps a 

renewed commitment to serving God through the church; or, perhaps a deeper understanding of 

what it really means to follow Jesus into God’s kingdom. Whatever Lent will be for you, I pray 

that it is holy and God-inspired. 

Our journey as a church will take on the three characteristics of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving, 

too, as the church prepares to experience again Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection. Prayer 

boards have been placed at the back of the sanctuary and fellowship hall to receive your prayers 

and requests. We will fast at soup and bread only suppers on Wednesday evenings and then 

listen as a community to the video teachings of Ray Vander Laan. And baskets have been placed 

at the altar in both the sanctuary and fellowship hall to receive our alms … this time in the form 

of canned foods and staples to be given to a food bank in town. 

May we, in this Lenten season of 2018, be open to the Spirit’s movement in our lives. 

Pastor Pat  
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During the season of Lent, while we focus 

on the covenant between God and God's 

people, our opening hymn or song at our 

9:30 service celebrates and gives praise to 

God for God's faithfulness. The second and 

third hymns/songs are chosen to be more 

specifically related to the theme of the 

sermon of the day. The choral anthem also 

attempts to emphasize an aspect of the 

theme or scripture of the day. Hopefully, 

over the course of the weeks of Lenten 

worship, this music, with a variety of styles, 

tempos, and poetry, will help us to worship 

God and become a means of expressing our 

commitment to serving God more fully.  

You will also notice that we are singing a 

song of commitment while the offering is 

being taken up. Many folks assume that the 

"offertory" is merely a collection and 

dedication of our monetary gifts. While it 

certainly is that, the spirit of the offertory is 

much more than just offering God our 

tithes and offerings  –  as the lyrics express, 

"We are an offering…" giving us all an 

opportunity to express the commitment of 

our entire selves. This seemed especially 

appropriate during Lent this year, as we 

focus on God's faithful covenant with us as 

well as our response in renewing our side 

of the covenant with God. To complete this 

moment of offering ourselves, we respond 

with praise and thanksgiving by singing the 

Doxology together. 

As each Lenten service will include a 

response to Pastor Pat’s message that takes 

the form of a confession, we've included a 

simple sung musical response with the 

words from Psalm 51, "Create in me a clean 

heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within 

me…"  

Beginning on Ash Wednesday, the liturgical Beginning on Ash Wednesday, the liturgical 

color displayed in our worship spaces color displayed in our worship spaces 

changed to purple. Upstairs, the dossal changed to purple. Upstairs, the dossal 

cloth hanging behind the altar, the cloth hanging behind the altar, the 

paraments on the pulpit and lectern, and paraments on the pulpit and lectern, and 

the big wooden cross all carry this color. In the big wooden cross all carry this color. In 

the Fellowship Hall, the backdrop for the the Fellowship Hall, the backdrop for the 

altar and the cross have been dressed as altar and the cross have been dressed as 

well. The purple color for Lent has for well. The purple color for Lent has for 

centuries been associated with the centuries been associated with the 

reflective spirit of the season. It symbolizes reflective spirit of the season. It symbolizes 

both the pain and suffering leading up to both the pain and suffering leading up to 

the crucifixion of Jesus as well as the the crucifixion of Jesus as well as the 

suffering of humanity and the world under suffering of humanity and the world under 

sin. Scripture tells us that a purple robe sin. Scripture tells us that a purple robe 

was placed on Jesus during his appearance was placed on Jesus during his appearance 

before Pilate, mocking his kingship. But before Pilate, mocking his kingship. But 

purple is also the color of royalty, and so purple is also the color of royalty, and so 

anticipates through the suffering and death anticipates through the suffering and death 

of Jesus the coming resurrection and hope of Jesus the coming resurrection and hope 

of newness that will be celebrated in the of newness that will be celebrated in the 

Resurrection on Easter Sunday.Resurrection on Easter Sunday.  

On Good Friday, everything goes away 

except a simple black drape of the cross, 

symbolizing the mourning of the death of 

Jesus. Then on Easter, everything becomes 

bright white – the dossal cloth, altar 

covering, lectern and pulpit paraments, and 

the brilliant cloth on the cross up front.  

Looking at these items one at a time, one 

wonders if they actually make any 

difference – yet, when taken together, our 

prayer is that these adjustments will 

indeed make a difference in our time 

together on Sunday mornings this Lent –

simple things that might help us see and 

understand more fully the rich themes of 

the season.  

SDG, JO 

From the Director of Music 
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In a recent conversation, I was challenged with the thought that not only do I need to try to 

be a blessing to others in any way I can, but  I also need to be aware of and be thankful to all 

those who are being a blessing to me.  Sometimes the people who are blessings in my life  

are the ones closest to me – my son, my whole family, my friends –   

but there are also many times when blessings can come from  a complete stranger,  

a new neighbor, or someone we’ve just begun to know. 

What does being a blessing mean? Is it a significant, life-changing moment? Or could it be 

something that makes a difference in very small ways? I think it is experienced differently 

by each person, but these words from Philippians 2:4 might offer a guideline:  “Let each of 

you look not only to his own interests, but also the interests of others.” Being aware of other 

people’s interests and having others be aware of our interests is part of how blessings can 

occur.   I think that whether blessings are simple things or big things isn’t what’s 

important.  What’s important is how as Christians we can make God known by modeling 

his love toward others, and we can encourage a relationship with Jesus by sharing our 

own relationship with others. We can be a blessing - and be blessed - by looking out for 

others’ interests more than - or at least as much as - we look out for our own. 

We might not always understand how it is that we or others can show the love of Jesus, 

but Jesus just works in our lives in a way that is completely unexpected.  I’ve experienced 

this most recently through the baptisms during our third Sunday service. How wonderful 

to see Jesus at work in the lives of others in a way that also blesses us!  When I attended 

church on that Sunday morning, I had no idea that during the 11:00 am service there 

would be an invitation for baptism and renewal.  Although I was upstairs with eight 

wonderful children of all ages, I was very thankful that many of them were part of the 

baptisms, allowing me to bring all the children down to witness that sacrament.  Being 

able to witness those individuals experiencing baptisms and renewals was awesome. In 

those moments, I was overwhelmed by the amazing blessings taking place here in our 

church – because not only was there blessing  for those being baptized, but to witness that  

was also a blessing to me.  

May we always continue, in any way we can, 

not only to bring blessings to others, but 

also to be blessed.  And as we pray the 

Lord’s Prayer, “Thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on  earth as it is in heaven,”  may we 

be reminded to strive, now, here on earth, to 

be disciples of Christ, to be blessings to 

others, and to be blessed as well.    

 

Melodie Coles, Lay Leader    

Be a Blessing, and Be Blessed 
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Hillsdale County Habitat for Humanity | 

Our mission focus during the month of 

March is your local Hillsdale County 

Habitat for Humanity affiliate. 100% of 

your gift will go directly to this mission.  

HCHFH is an ecumenical nonprofit 

committed to providing safe, affordable 

housing for all through new construction 

or rehabilitation of existing housing. 

The Hillsdale Habitat affiliate was 

established in 1996 and is currently 

serving five families who are experiencing 

both the joys and responsibilities of first-

time homeownership in Habitat homes 

located in Hillsdale, Jonesville, Litchfield, 

and Reading. Partner families are selected 

through an application process, and their 

0% mortgage or critical repair payments 

create the funds to assist other families. 

The affiliate also operates a local ReStore 

where the community can donate and/or 

purchase gently used household items and 

home repair supplies.   

Hillsdale County Habitat for Humanity is 

currently looking for volunteers in all 

capacities, including board members. If 

you are interested in participating or 

learning more about Habitat, please 

contact Melodie Coles or Pam Laurell.  

Thank you for your support and prayers  

for this mission that works in our 

community to help our neighbors in the 

name of Christ. 

Missions and Ministries 

Our newest music intern, 

Miles Garn, is a junior at 

Hillsdale College. He 

joined us last November and has been a welcome 

addition to our tenor section and the choir.  

Miles was born and raised in Charlotte, Michigan, 

and is the youngest of five children. Music has always 

been important in his family, and Miles played both 

piano and trumpet when he was younger. More 

recently he's been singing more, currently with the 

Hillsdale College Choir and Chamber Choir and has also begun to dabble in theater. Last 

fall he was the lead in the College's production of Gilbert and Sullivan's The Pirates of 

Penzance. At Hillsdale he studies economics and marketing and plans to pursue a career 

in economic consulting.  With his own extensive involvement and great success as a 

runner, Miles also hopes to be able to take over as head coach for cross country and 

track and field at Charlotte High School sometime in the near future. 

Student Intern 

Miles Garn 
Chancel choir, tenor 



   March 2018  |  5 

Building Renovation Update 

There is good news and even better news…  

First, the abatement (careful removal) of 

asbestos-containing materials found in all 

public buildings with a 50+ year history 

will begin throughout our building the 

week after Easter and take two to three 

weeks to complete.  Rockford Construction 

will begin its work as soon as possible after 

that. That means that access to the building 

will be interrupted from all of the 

entrances we have today.   

The better news is that the entire project 

is expected to be completed before the 

Hillsdale County Fair in September.   

The best news is that both 9:30 am and 

11:00 am worship services will continue 

throughout the project with a few 

adjustments along the way.  Here are a few 

things to expect beginning April 2: 

1.  The Sanctuary, the Music Room, the 

kitchen, and possibly the Lounge will 

be accessible during the construction 

period. The church office and pastor's 

office will be accessible after the first 

several weeks of work. 

2. Our neighbors have generously 

welcomed us to use their facilities. 

3. The Presbyterian Church has agreed to 

host the KJ Preschool, VBS, Joyful 

Noise!, and funeral dinners.  

4. The Elks Lodge has agreed to host our 

Third Sunday Breakfasts. 

5.  Since our project will have the 

bathrooms out of order for some time, 

an attractive restroom trailer will be 

made available.   

6. The City of Hillsdale has agreed that we 

can use the north half of the south 

parking lot adjacent to the church for 

the construction staging. 

7. Because we will fully celebrate Easter 

on April 1, along with a breakfast, 

Monday, April 2 is a major WORK 

DAY to finalize the preparation for the 

building to be cleared, covered, and 

ready for the work crews.  Details will 

follow as to how you can join.   

I often say, “Blessed are the flexible, for 

they shall not break.”  All of us are on this 

journey to make our church open and 

accessible to our community for the next 

150 years.  Your continued prayers and 

support are so greatly appreciated.   

Barbara Vallieu, Building Committee Chair 

Steeple Replacement 

The Board of Trustees is making progress 

on the project to replace the steeple that 

was damaged by lightning a couple of 

years ago. (Former steeple shown at left.) 

A new design has been approved, a steeple 

manufacturer has been selected, and a 

proposal has been reviewed by  the 

Administrative Board and is awaiting final 

approval and funding.  



  

Ethel Ferguson 
Drew’s Place 

109 Village Green Blvd, Unit 9 

Hillsdale, MI 49242 

 

 

March 
Anniversaries 
  17 Dennis and Colleen Fadden 
  30 Dave and Judy Burgee 
 30 Steve and Janice Simons 

Birthdays 
 2 Penny Swan 
 9 Joan VanArsdalen  
  17 Colleen Fadden 
 18 Martha Hart 
 19 Charlene Moore 
 20 Robert Sawyer 
 23 Lori Caldwell 
 28 Bert Hill 
 30 Susie Eichler 
 31 Jaidyn Lee 

April 
Birthdays 
 1 Pat Bildner 
 2 Ethel Ferguson (100!)  
  2 Jan Tesch 
 3 John Ourensma 
 5 Beth Headington 
 13 Nick Nestorak 
 20 Sheila Butler 
 20 Bonnie Reamer 
 24 Janell Wilson 
 26 Gail Clow 
 27 David Burgee 
 27 Pam Tippner 
 29 James Scheibner 

Prayer Requests | Prayers for anyone  

who is in need of God’s comfort and peace. 

Continuing: Pat and Tom Bildner, Wendy 

Billman, Jack Bowles, Jackie Budd, Lorna 

Busch, Shirley Connolly, Ethel Ferguson, Lynn 

George, Kristine Hasty, Larry Jackson, Pat 

Laurell, Peg Long, Destiney Lower, Jim and 

Bev Marks, Kyle Maystead, Bettie Monroe, 

Carolyn Parker, Gene Parker, Betty Scheibner, 

Carol Stanley, Maggie Swan, Daryl Sweet, 

Maribeth Watkins, Gary Welch, Frances Wells, 

Judy Westfall, Rev. Tamara Williams  

In Nursing Care or at Home: Dorothy 

Aspinall (in Illinois), Sammy Brink, B.J. Clark, 

Shirley Connolly, Susie Eichler, Lois 

Fosbender, Bert Hill, Ruth Huston, Jackie 

Mitchell, Bettie Monroe, Colleen Ridenour, 

Betty Scheibner, Bob Scholl, John White’s 

parents 

Serving in the Military: Ricardo Arellano, 

Emily Mitchell 
 

Note of Thanks  

Thank you so much for the lovely luncheon 
you prepared for us after Bill’s memorial 
service. We really enjoyed the food and our 
time spent with relatives and friends.  | Love,  
Joan VanArsdalen and family 

Bulletin Board Headlines 

Ethel Ferguson’s 100th birthday  
on April 2, 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

Members of the congregation are invited to  
celebrate Ethel’s 100th birthday with a “card shower”  

to commemorate this milestone in her life.     
 

Those wanting to wish Ethel a Happy Birthday in person  
can do so at an  Open House at Drew’s Place  

on Monday, April 2, from 2-4pm. No gifts please. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

6:30p Choir   

8p Praise Band  

2 

 

3                        
 

 

 

 
 

  

4       9:30a Worship 

(Sanctuary) 

11a Worship 

(Fellowship Hall) 

4p Community 

Concert 

7p Boy Scouts   

5 

1:30p Quilters  

6 

12p Kiwanis 

1p Garden Club 

6p Lions Club 

7:30p Handbells 

 

 

7 

1:30p Quilters 

6p Lenten Soup 

Supper 
 

8 

4p Love INC 

5:30p KJP Board 

6:30p Choir   

8p Praise Band  

 

9 

  

10 

 

11    9:30a Worship 

(Sanctuary) 

10:30 Bob Clay 

Trust Discussion 

11a Worship 

(Fellowship Hall) 

 7p Boy Scouts 

12 

12p Hillsdale 

Woman’s Club 

1:30p Quilters 

5:30p Trustees 

  

13 

12p Kiwanis 

5:30p Music Class 

6:30p Finance 

7:30p Handbells 

  

14          

1:30p Quilters 

6p Lenten Soup 

Supper 

7:15p ONE Team  

 

 

15 

6:30p Choir 

8p Praise Band 

 

 

 

16 

 

17           

9a Violin Group 

Lessons-Nestorak 

  

18    9:30a Worship

(Sanctuary) 

10:45a Confirmation 

Class  

11a Worship/ 

breakfast  

(Fellowship Hall) 

7p Boy Scouts 

19 

 1:30p Quilters 

6:30p Worship 

Team 

20   

12p Kiwanis 

5:30p Music Class 

6:30p Habitat 

7:30p Handbells 
 

NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 

21       

1p Construction 

Meeting 

1:30p Quilters 

6p Lenten Soup 

Supper 

  

22 

6:30p Choir 

8p Praise Band 

 

 

 

 

23 

 

  

24           

  

25   Palm Sunday 

9:30a Worship 

(Sanctuary) 

11a Worship 

(Fellowship Hall) 

 7p Boy Scouts  

7p Singspiration 

HFUMC 

26 

1:30p ArtWorks 

1:30p Quilters 

5:30p Building 

Committee 

7p Ad Board  

 

  

 

27 

12p Kiwanis 

5:30p Music Class 

7:30p Handbells 

28       

1:30p Quilters 

4:30p Delta Kappa 

Gamma (Lounge) 

6:30p Sanctuary 

Prep  

 

 
 

29 

7p Maundy 

Thursday 

Worship Service 

  

30 

1p Sanctuary Prep 

7p Good Friday 

Worship Service 

31 

10a Sanctuary 

Prep  

 

Easter Sunday Worship, April 1, 9:30 am and 11:00 am 



 

  NONPROFIT 
ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 
PERMIT NO. 20  

Hillsdale First United Methodist Church  

45 N. Manning St , Hillsdale, MI 49242  

517.437.3681 | office.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com  

www.hillsdalefirstumc.com   

facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC  

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED  

Pastor: Rev. Pat Brook  
brook.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com 

Director of Music: John Ourensma  
ourensma.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com 

Associate Director of Music: Renee  Nestorak  
nestorak.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com 

Church Administrator/Director of Youth Ministries 
Pam Laurell, laurell.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com 

Facilities Supervisor: Jeff Kornak 
kornak.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com 
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