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Waiting
I have found myself in a season of waiting: a
season of waiting for our construction to
actually be done, a season of waiting to hear
the results of denominational decisions, and
a season of waiting for the snow to melt and
spring to arise. It is a season I don’t like very
much. I would much rather be in a season of
doing, a season of springtime and growth
and pursuing the will of God. Except then, I
must remind myself that sometimes, the
season of waiting is, in fact, the will of God.

were lost and afraid. Wouldn’t it have been
better for them to have been comforted
right away?

God encourages seasons of waiting. The day
of Sabbath rest once a week. Allowing the
fields to lie fallow and rest for a year.
Winters where the greenery retreats and
takes a rest. A full day of silence after Jesus’
death on Friday until his resurrection on
Sunday.

So I tell myself to breathe deep the peace of
God, to let myself be in this unfinished place,
to wait for the miracles and new life that
will come. But I still don’t like it.

I know that about God, but it doesn’t mean I
am comfortable with it. I find myself uneasy
with waiting for others to make important
decisions so that I can make important
decisions about my life. I find myself
frustrated with the inconveniences of not
being where I want to be. I find myself not
very good at resting, yet God is telling me to
rest for a while and wait.
I argue with God, “Do it now. Three seconds
after the soldier had thrust the spear
through Jesus’ side and the soldier
pronounced our savior dead, as the earth
still shuddered from the earthquake, God
could have raised Jesus from the dead then
and there. Why wait?” And yet, the minutes,
hours, and days tick by before the miracle.
The disciples suffered in that time. They

God waits anyway, and speaks softly to me Psalm 37:7, “Rest in the Lord, and wait
patiently for Him.” God reminds me of the
Japanese proverb that says, “If you wish for
good luck, sleep and wait”. As if God is
telling me that there is power in making
sure that we are rested, that there is a place
for patience in this hectic journey of life.

Pastor Rob

Questions for Reflection
When have you felt impatient with God,
even as you knew God was telling you to
wait?
Why aren’t we very good at using our
times of waiting for rest?
If times of resurrection are tied to resting
and to waiting, how can you (or I) learn to
be more patient for the miracles?

Turning to God in Prayer
when everyone else found out what I
thought I already knew to be true. This kind
of thing happens more often than we may
think or want to admit – we worry about
things that we don’t need to because we
think we already know what the outcome is
going to be. But we learn from scripture to
not be anxious about anything, but in
every situation, by prayer and petition,
with thanksgiving, we should present our
requests to God.

Have you ever had the wrong impression
about something? Or possibly found out
that something you thought was happening
really wasn’t, but by then you’ve already
spent too much time worrying about it? I
have done that many times. It’s not that I’m
always just jumping to the wrong
conclusions, but rather that what I think
I’m seeing, or what I think is going to
happen, really isn’t the case at all. A few of
you may have heard me tell the story of the
time I was in the balcony video recording a
service and got worried because from that
angle it really didn’t look like there was any
bread in the basket for communion.
Thankfully I was 100% wrong because
when the pastor removed the white napkin
from over the basket there was definitely
bread in it. And there was definitely a big
sigh of relief from the balcony too. But, of
course, during that entire service I was
fretting about what to do to fix it and
thinking how horrible it was going to be
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If I had simply prayed about the bread
situation that day instead of getting myself
all worked up over it, worrying and
wondering about the what if’s, then I
probably could tell you more about what
the message of the service was that day
instead of just sharing my bread story.
That is what worrying does though – it can
consume us. We are all human, and there
may be times when we are concerned, but
when we allow worrying to be our focus,
then we are missing out on the joys and
goodness that surround us. We are missing
out on an opportunity to spend time with
God and turn to him in prayer. He is the
only one who knows the outcome. He has
created each of us, knows each of us, and
has plans for each of us. Our worrying
really only pulls us away from him.
In this world there are things that we can
all be concerned about, and worry about,
but there is also much to be thankful for.
May we turn our focus to all the things we
can be the thankful for, and let God handle
those worries. And maybe the next time we
begin to worry about something, the words
from Philippians will come to mind – “Do
not be anxious about anything” – and then
instead of worrying, we can spend that time
turning to God in prayer. | Melodie Coles,
Lay Leader

Lenten Soup Suppers and Study Series
This year’s six-week Lenten Study Series
is based on the book, Simon Peter:
Flawed but Faithful Disciple by Adam
Hamilton. Weekly sessions will be held
on Wednesdays —March 13, 20, 27,
and April 3, 10. The final session will
be on Maundy Thursday, April 18.
All sessions will begin at 6:00 pm with a
soup supper in the Fellowship Hall
followed by the video study and group
discussion. All are welcome to attend.
The Fellowship Hall is now accessible to
everyone by elevator as needed.

Missions and Ministries
UMCOR Sunday (formerly known as One Great
Hour of Sharing) calls United Methodists to share
the goodness of life with those who are hurting.
Your gifts to “UMCOR Sunday” on March 31 help
the United Methodist Committee on Relief (known
as UMCOR) to keep its promise and ensure that 100
percent of any gift to a specific UMCOR project will
always go directly toward that project rather than
to administrative costs. Please prayerfully consider
giving to “UMCOR Sunday” on March 31.

, Scalloped potatoes, Green beans, Coleslaw, Roll, Pie
, SPARC
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From the Director of Music
The Lenten season begins later this year
than most years, yet here we are once again
on our six-week journey to the cross, ending
with Easter on April 21. The themes of Lent
in general tend to be more reflective and
introspective, and so it follows that the tone
of Lenten services support that feel, and the
music of the season is generally slower and
more contemplative as well. Most musicians
will likely have the correct answer to this
question, but think about it: is slow music
more difficult to sing than fast music? (I'd
love to be able to hear your answers before
continuing!! )
While fast and rhythmic music can be more
challenging just because it is fast and things
go by very quickly, it also tends to be more
engaging. The rhythm actually carries the
singers along. Singers might typically stay in
tune better, and because there are less long
notes to hold, the vowel sounds become a
little less critical because, frankly, they don't
last as long! In my experience, slower music
is actually more challenging to perform well.
Long notes require breath control that stays
steady and conserves the air sometimes for
several longer notes following right after
one another. The tuning of harmonies
becomes more critical because of the
extended length of chords held. The vowels
need to stay pure and consistent from the
beginning of the note to the end, and then
smoothly connect to yet another long note.
And finally, slow music can drag because
there's less going on rhythmically, so a
singer can more easily forget to feel the
underlying beat of the music.
So, while some may think slower music is
always easier to sing, it's really not so at all.
All that to say that some of the slower and
more reflective anthems the choir will offer
this season require as much careful
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preparation as the more upbeat ones –
perhaps even more when it comes to making
some of those longer, extended notes and
phrases sound beautiful.
Although I've explained this mostly in terms
of the choir's singing, the same is true for the
singing of songs and hymns by the
congregation. It just takes a little deeper
breathing and more physical effort to sing
the slower songs, yet they are so full of
meaning that wouldn't be appropriate to
sing to fast tunes. The most obvious
examples are the songs in which we speak of
our repentance, various prayer-like topics,
or the suffering of Jesus. On the flip side,
while we surely need to make an effort to
sing the inspiring songs of Easter, the mood
and beat of those songs just kind of grab us
and propel us along.
Our second program of the 2019
Community Concert Series is coming up on
Sunday, April 14 at 4:00 pm and features
The Kalamazoo Ringers, now under their
new director, Martha Matthews. In their
return performance, they will offer a very
diverse program of handbell music. The
group plays a set of bells that cover six
octaves as well as a seven-octave set of hand
chimes. The range of tone and color this
group makes is truly astounding. And, as you
know from having seen our own ringers
play, watching a handbell choir is just plain
fun! This fabulous event once again makes
for a great opportunity to invite someone to
come to the program with you. Invite them,
offer them a ride, sit with them, introduce
them to others, encourage them to come to
the reception downstairs and ride the
elevator if they need to! Help make this
event an opportunity to show God's love
through you, the music, and fellowship we
can experience together. | SDG, JO

Community Concert Series

Team Updates
Foundation Report | The Hillsdale First
United Methodist Church Foundation was
established in 1997 for the intention of
supplementing the church’s established
programs and also for purposes that are
not a part of the church’s budget.
The Foundation balance was $670,152 on
December 31, down from $740,345 on
September 30 and $731,661 at the start of
2018. All balances include approved
commitments that have not yet been paid,
which were $11,900 on December 31.
There were no donations made to the
Foundation during the reported quarter.
Distributions from the Foundation totaling
$1,800 were approved for three Karan
Jenkins Preschool scholarships.

The Finance Committee voted to set the
spending target for 2019 at $35,910, which
includes 4% of the year end balance plus
unused funds from 2018.
Already approved against this target are a
$10,000 gift to the capital campaign and
$14,995 for the parsonage roof, leaving
$10,915 remaining for the year.
The Foundation has not received any gifts
or bequests in many years. Please consider
the Foundation as you create or update
your estate plan. Donations may be tax
deductible.
Questions about the Foundation can be
directed to Don Gambill or any member of
the Foundation or Finance committees.
Don Gambill, Foundation Chair

Vacation Bible School | At last month’s ONE Team meeting (Outreach, Nurture, and
Education) our Children’s Ministries Director, Tana Trombly, shared information she
gathered at a recent VBS Showcase. Ideas were flowing and excitement was growing as we
added Vacation Bible School back to the calendar after a hiatus last year because of
construction. VBS will be held this year from Monday, June 24 through Thursday,
June 27. More details will follow, but it’s never too early to let us know if you’re available
and willing to help that week as we serve the children in our community.
Other ONE Team events scheduled this year include a Community Picnic (Saturday,
August 10) and Tent and Treat Fall Fest (Saturday, October 26). Let us hear from you if
you can help with VBS or any other ONE Team events. | Pam Laurell, ONE Team Lead
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Bulletin Board Headlines
Prayer Requests | Prayers for

March

April

Anniversaries

Birthdays

17 Dennis and Colleen Fadden
30 Dave and Judy Burgee
30 Steve and Janice Simons

Birthdays
2
4
9
17
18
19
23
28
30
30
31

Penny Swan
Scott Scholl
Joan Vanarsdalen
Colleen Fadden
Martha Hart
Charlene Moore
Lori Caldwell
Bert Hill
Pat Brook
Susie Eichler
Jaidyn Lee

1
2
3
5
13
24
26
27
27
29

Pat Bildner
Jan Tesch
John Ourensma
Beth Headington
Nick Nestorak
Janell Wilson
Gail Clow
Dave Burgee
Pam Tippner
James Scheibner

Note of Thanks | To my
wonderful church
family, Thank you so
much for the candy and
Subway card. It was very
thoughtful. | Sam Nash

anyone who is in need of God’s
comfort and peace.
Continuing: Wendy Billman,
Jack Bowles, Ruth Brown, Lorna
Busch, Marie Crall, Aaron
Delauter, Brenda Enright,
Kristine Hasty, Dave Holliday,
Beth Crapo Liebold, Peggie Long,
Bettie Monroe, Randy Omo,
Carolyn Parker, Gene Parker,
Betty Scheibner, Dick Slagle,
Maribeth Watkins, Gary Welch,
Frances Wells, Rev. Tamara
Williams / In Nursing Care or
at Home: Sammy Brink, B.J.
Clark, Shirley Connolly, Susie
Eichler, Lois Fosbender, Bert
Hill, Ruth Huston, Jackie
Mitchell, Bettie Monroe, Colleen
Ridenour, Betty Scheibner /
Serving in the Military:
Ricardo Arellano, Emily Mitchell

Sunday Servers | Thank you to everyone who has faithfully and graciously volunteered for
one of the many opportunities to serve on Sunday mornings. Whether your role has been a
greeter, usher, acolyte, liturgist, communion steward, coffee hour server, counter, projection,
or audio tech, your time and intentional hospitality are greatly appreciated. In some cases
you are the first face and word of welcome for those coming through our doors. Thank
you for sharing Christ’s love with others by serving. If you are interested in serving, please
contact the office at any time to be added to the schedule.
Apr

7

Greeters

Judy
Burgee

Ushers

Gail Clow Jim Tesch

Pat
Bowditch

Liturgist

Martha
Smith

Marla
Bowen

Communion Server

Jim
Bowen

Audio
Tech

Melodie
Vickie Lee
Coles

Video

Counters

Penny
Swan

Aaron
Ginny
Delauter Delauter

14

Aaron
Ginny
Delauter Delauter

Pam
Tippner

Al Jagger

Val White

John
White

Penny
Swan

Aaron
Ginny
Delauter Delauter

21

Colton Melodie
Easterday Coles

Martha
Smith

Pat
Bowditch

Pam
Laurel
Tippner Ourensma

Janell
Wilson

Penny
Swan

Aaron
Ginny
Delauter Delauter

28 Jim Tesch Jan Tesch

George
Snyder

Lenore
Snyder

Rick Lee

Penny
Swan

Aaron
Ginny
Delauter Delauter
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Robin
Curtis

Coffee
Hour

Judy
Burgee
Gail Clow

Lenore
Snyder
Carol
Emery

MARCH 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

LENTEN SOUP SUPPERS AND STUDY—6:00 pm, Wednesdays,
MARCH 13, 20, 27 and APRIL 3, 10,
and Maundy Thursday, APRIL 18
3

4

5

9:30a Worship
(Sanctuary)
11a Worship
(Fellowship Hall)
7p Boy Scouts

10

12p Garden Club
12p Kiwanis
5:30p Early
Childhood Music
Class
6p Lions Club
7:30p Handbells

9:30a Worship
(Sanctuary)
11a Worship with
breakfast
7p Boy Scouts
7p Singspiration
(Quincy)

Sat

1

2

9a HCSA
Group Lessons
11a Radio Club Bd
5p FREE
COMMUNITY
DINNER

6
7
8
9:30a Bible Study
1p Quilters
7p ASH
6:30p Choir
WEDNESDAY
8p Praise Band
SERVICE

9

11

12

13
14
15
16
12p Kiwanis 6p LENTEN SOUP
1p Quilters
3p LIONS CLUB
9a LIONS CLUB
5:30p Early
SUPPER AND
(offsite)
RUMMAGE SALE
RUMMAGE SALE
Childhood Music
STUDY
6:30p Choir
Class
8p Praise Band
6:30p Finance

18

19

20
21
22
12p Kiwanis
1p Quilters
5:30p Early 6p LENTEN SOUP
(offsite)
Childhood Music
SUPPER AND
6:30p Choir
Class
STUDY
8p Praise Band
7:30p Handbells
NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE

9:30a Worship
(Sanctuary)
11a Worship
(Fellowship Hall)
7p Boy Scouts
Court of Honor

17

Fri

5p Trustees
6p Worship Team

25
24/31
9:30a Worship
(Sanctuary)
11a Worship
(Fellowship Hall)
7p Boy Scouts
31
4p Reichard
Organ Recital

7p Ad Board

26

27
28
29
12p Kiwanis 6p LENTEN SOUP
1p Quilters
5:30p Early
SUPPER AND
(offsite)
Childhood Music
STUDY
6:30p Choir
Class
8p Praise Band
6:30p ONE Team
7:30p Handbells

23
9a HCSA
Group Lessons

30
KJP 1/2 day

TBD - Piano
Recital (Lucas)

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SERVICES
Palm Sunday, APRIL 14, 9:30 and 11:00 am / Maundy Thursday, APRIL 18, 6:00 pm
Good Friday, APRIL 19, 7:00 pm / Easter, APRIL 21, 9:30 and 11:00 am
March 2019
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45 N. Manning St , Hillsdale, MI 49242
517.437.3681 | office.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com
www.hillsdalefirstumc.com
facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Pastor: Rev. Rob McPherson
mcpherson.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com
Director of Music: John Ourensma
ourensma.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com
Associate Director of Music: Renee Nestorak
nestorak.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com
Church Administrator/Director of Youth Ministries
Pam Laurell, laurell.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com
Children’s Ministries Director: Tana Trombly
trombly.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com
Facilities Supervisor: Jeff Kornak
kornak.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com

Pastor Rob’s Message ................................ 1
Turning to God in Prayer ......................... 2
Lenten Soup Suppers and Study ........... 3
Missions and Ministries ............................ 3
From the Director of Music ..................... 4
Team Updates ............................................... 5
Bulletin Board Headlines ......................... 6

NONPROFIT
ORGANIZATION
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
PERMIT NO. 20

