
Hillsdale First United Methodist Church       Trinity Sunday, June 7, 2020 

• Streamed at 9:30 am on facebook https://www.facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC 
• Available for phone-in recording at 11:00 am @ 1-312-626-6799, provide meeting #394 134 739 
• Available for viewing on our church website  http://hillsdalefirstumc.com/  

or YouTube https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRIHbHBJ74jhHeLkO4gAs6A? 
 

Gathering 

Call to Worship In the Beginning Laura Alary 

In the beginning there was nothing. 
No up or down. No near or far. 
No yesterday or tomorrow. 
Only God. Here. Now. 

Then came the idea. 
The idea came from God and was part of God, 
yet it seemed to have a life of its own. 
From that idea all things came to be. 
Light and darkness. Time and space. 
Energy and matter. 
Everything needed to make a universe. 
 

God gathered them together and set to work. 
Out of swirling gas clouds, fiery stars ignited 
with a whoosh. 
Planets and moons spun together, 
and galaxies danced like snowflakes on a 
winter night. 
 

It must have been wonderful – 
dreaming, imagining,  
making all those things that had never 
been made before. 
 

God could see that it was all good. 
 

The idea kept growing. 
On the edge of one galaxy – a sun. 
Whirling around the sun – a planet. 
 Small. Lifeless. Covered in dark waters. 
Nothing special at first. 
 

Then the breath of God came like a breeze and 
ruffled the surface of the waters. 
Something wonderful happened. 
Deep in the seas, there was life. 
Simple at first, but then more complex. 

It was as if God could simply not get enough 
of dreaming up new forms of life. 
They filled the seas. They walked on the land. 
They flew in the air. 
Flowers bloomed and insects buzzed. 
The little world teemed with life and colour, 
scent and sound. 
 

 
Greeting 
 

God looked at everything with delight. 
 

You know how it is when you make 
something. You picture it in your mind,  
but sometimes your own creation can 
surprise you. 
 

It was all so good – so wonderful: 
lovely patterns hidden everywhere, 
the cleverness of living things 
who rode on the wind and waves to make 
their homes in every imaginable place. 
 

God enjoyed every bit of it. 
Day and night. Light and dark. 
Land and sea. Sky and earth. 
Sun and moon. 
 

Maybe God even laughed out loud at the sight 
of dolphins leaping, or birds doing funny 
dances to attract each other. 
 

This is too good to keep to myself,  
thought God. 
 

So God made another kind of living thing, 
one even more like God than all the others. 
This living thing could 
love 
laugh 
delight in beauty 
think 
imagine 
wonder 
choose 
maybe even have ideas of its own. 
 

When God was finished working,  
it was time to rest. 
 

Glad to be part of such a wonderful world,  
the new creature 
rested too. 
 
Based on Genesis 1. From Read, Wonder, Listen: Stories from the Bible 
for Young Readers,by Laura Alary. Published by Wood Lake Publishing, 
Inc. Text copyright © Laura Alary. Used by permission of the publisher. 
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Hymn I Sing the Almighty Power of God 152 
 
 

1. I sing the almighty power of God,  
that made the mountains rise,  
that spread the flowing seas abroad,  
and built the lofty skies.  
I sing the wisdom that ordained  
the sun to rule the day;  
the moon shines full at God's command,  
and all the stars obey. 
 

2. I sing the goodness of the Lord,  
who filled the earth with food,  
who formed the creatures thru the Word,  
and then pronounced them good.  
Lord, how thy wonders are displayed,  
where'er I turn my eye,  
if I survey the ground I tread,  
or gaze upon the sky. 

 
3. There's not a plant or flower below,  
but makes th y glories known,  
and clouds arise, and tempests blow,  
by order from thy throne;  
while all that borrows life from thee  
is ever in thy care;  
and everywhere that we can be, thou,  
God, art present there. 
 

Words: Isaac Watts, 1715 
Music: Trad. English melody, arr. by Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1906 
Public Domain 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Prayers of the People 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation,  
   but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
   and the glory forever.  Amen. 

Anthem All Things Bright and Beautiful J.  Rutter 
 

Proclamation 
Prayer of Invocation 

God of many blessings, you speak to us through Earth. We hear you in the mountains, in the dance of life, 
suffering, joy, death, and new life, and in our innermost hearts. You were there when the stars burst forth, you 
have lived among us, and you are with us now. Help us to hear now your teachings about how to care for your 
beloved Earth and its creatures, even our neighbors. Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading – Genesis 1:26-31 

Song of Response  Mothering God, You Gave Me Birth 2050 

1. Mothering God, you gave me birth  
in the bright morning of this world.  
Creator, source of every breath,  
you are my rain, my wind, my sun. 
 

2. Mothering Christ, you took my form,  
offering me your food of light,  
grain of life, and grape of love,  
your very body for my peace. 
 

3. Mothering Spirit, nurt'ring one,  
in arms of patience hold me close,  
so that in faith I root and grow  
until I flow'r, until I know. 

Words: Jean Janzen, based on writings of Juliana of Norwich (15th cent.) 
 © 1991 Abingdon Press, admin.  by the Copyright Co. 
All rights reserved. Reprinted under CCLI #313430 
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Message It IS All Good 
 

Psalm 8 

Lord, our Lord, how majestic 
    is your name throughout the earth! 
    You made your glory higher than heaven! 
From the mouths of nursing babies 
    you have laid a strong foundation 
    because of your foes, 
    in order to stop vengeful enemies. 
When I look up at your skies, 
    at what your fingers made— 
    the moon and the stars 
    that you set firmly in place— 
        what are human beings 
            that you think about them; 
        what are human beings 
            that you pay attention to them? 

 
You’ve made them only slightly less than divine, 
    crowning them with glory and grandeur. 
You’ve let them rule over your handiwork, 
    putting everything under their feet— 
        all sheep and all cattle, 
        the wild animals too, 
        the birds in the sky, 
        the fish of the ocean, 
        everything that travels the pathways of the sea. 
Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name 
throughout the earth! 
 
 
 

Response 

Song Great Are You, Lord   

You give life. You are love. 
You bring light to the darkness. 
You give hope. You restore ev'ry heart that is broken. 
And great are you, Lord. 
It's your breath in our lungs, 
so we pour out our praise, 
we pour out our praise. 
It's your breath in our lungs, 
so we pour out our praise to you only. 
 

You give life. You are love. 
You bring light to the darkness. 
You give hope. You restore ev'ry heart that is broken. 
And great are you, Lord. 
It's your breath in our lungs, 
so we pour out our praise, 
we pour out our praise. 
It's your breath in our lungs, 
so we pour out our praise to you only. 
 

It's your breath in our lungs, 
so we pour out our praise, 
we pour out our praise. 
It's your breath in our lungs, 
so we pour out our praise to you only. 
 

And all the earth will shout your praise. 
Our hearts will cry, these bones will sing, 
“Great are you, Lord!” 
And all the earth will shout your praise. 
Our hearts will cry, these bones will sing, 
“Great are you, Lord!” 
And all the earth will shout your praise. 
Our hearts will cry, these bones will sing, 
“Great are you, Lord!” 
 

It's your breath in our lungs, 
so we pour out our praise, 
we pour out our praise. 
It's your breath in our lungs, 
so we pour out our praise to you only. 
 

It's your breath in our lungs, 
so we pour out our praise, 
we pour out our praise. 
It's your breath in our lungs, 
so we pour out our praise to you only. 
David Leonard | Jason Ingram | Leslie Jordan © 2012 Integrity's Alleluia! Music 
(Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity Music [DC Cook])) Integrity's Praise! 
Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity Music [DC Cook])) Open Hands 
Music (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC) So Essential Tunes (Admin. by 
Essential Music Publishing LLC) All rights reserved. Reprinted under CCLI License # 
3134300 

Invitation to Offering   

Doxology  Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 95 
praise him all creatures here below,  
praise him above, ye heavenly host, 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayer of Dedication 

 
 June 7, 2020 – 3 



Hillsdale First United Methodist Church 
45 N. Manning St., Hillsdale, MI 49242  |  517-437-3681 

www.hillsdalefirstumc.com  |  facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC 
 

Rev. Rob McPherson, Pastor | John Ourensma, Director of Music | Reneeˊ Nestorak, Associate Dir of Music | 
Pam Laurell, Church Administrator | Tana Trombly, Children’s Ministries Dir| Jeff Kornak, Facility Supervisor 

Sending 
 
Hymn  Holy, Holy, Holy 64 

1. Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!  
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee.  
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty,  
God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 
 

2. Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee,  
casting down their golden crowns  
around the glassy sea;  
cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee,  
which wert, and art, and evermore shalt be. 
 

3. Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee,  
through the eye of sinful man thy glory may not see,  
only thou art holy; there is none beside thee,  
perfect in power, in love and purity. 

 
 
4. Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!  
All thy works shall praise thy name,  
in earth and sky and sea.  
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty,  
God in three persons, blessed Trinity. 
 
Word: Reginald Heber, 1826 (Rev. 4:8-11) 
Music: John B. Dykes, 1861 
Public Domain 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Blessing 

Passing the Peace (2 Corinthians 13:11) 

Finally, brothers and sisters, good-bye. Put things in order, respond to my encouragement, be in harmony 

with each other, and live in peace—and the God of love and peace will be with you. 

May this Peace of Christ be with you!  And also with you. 

Postlude Holy, Holy, Holy  
 
 

Call to Worship. Based on Genesis 1. From Read, Wonder, Listen: Stories from the Bible for Young Readers, by Laura Alary. Published by Wood Lake Publishing, Inc. 
Text copyright © Laura Alary. Used by permission of the publisher. / Prayers of the People, Prayer of Invocation. Copyright © Wood Lake Publishing Inc. 2019 Seasons of the 
Spirit™ SeasonsFusion Pentecost 1 2020   
 

 

You may mail your offerings and contributions to our postal address below.  
You may also contact your bank and set up online payments directly to the church’s account.  

Please call the office for details. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


