
Hillsdale First United Methodist Church | Second Sunday after Pentecost, June 6, 2021 

• IN-PERSON 9:30 am in the Sanctuary 
• LIVESTREAM online at 9:30 am on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC  
• on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRIHbHBJ74jhHeLkO4gAs6A? 
• on our church website  http://hillsdalefirstumc.com/  
• and by phone 517-247-2477 

 

Gathering 

Prelude Great Is Thy Faithfulness D. Wagner 

Greeting and Announcements 

Call to Worship      

When we are too weary to take another step 
on the road to the kingdom; 
when our hearts are worn down 
by the pain always rubbing against our lives; 
when we are wasting away 
because of fears and worries, 
you come, Soul Strengthener, 
stretching out your hand  
to hold us in your love. 

When everyone else has turned 
their backs on us and walked away; 
when we cry out in the night only to find  
the world has turned a deaf ear to us; 
when folks think we are crazy 
because we believe that good can overcome evil, 
love can conquer hate, hope can replace despair, 

you do not forsake us,  
but stay at our side, 
Brother to all people. 
 

When our doubts rub a callous on our souls; 
when we wonder if we are able to see your kingdom 
emerging all around us; 
when others seem to want only the worst for us, 
you pull us out of harm's way, 
Spirit of faith and hope. 
Grace upon grace are the gifts 
we have received from you, 
God in Community, Holy in One, 
and we give you our thanks.

Hymn Holy, Holy, Holy 64

1. Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father;  
there is no shadow of turning with thee;  
thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not;  
as thou hast been, thou forever wilt be.  
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!  
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
all I have needed thy hand hath provided;  
great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 
 

2. Summer and winter and springtime and harvest,  
sun, moon, and stars in their courses above  
join with all nature in manifold witness  
to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.  
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!  
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
all I have needed thy hand hath provided;  
great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 
3. Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,  
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;  
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,  
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!  
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!  
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
all I have needed thy hand hath provided;  
great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 
Words: Thomas O. Chrisholm (Lam. 3:22-23) 
Music: William M. Runyan © 1923, renewed 1951 Hope Publishing Co. 
All Rights Reserved. Reprinted under CCLI #3134300    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Proclamation 

Prayer for Illumination 

Ever-present God, as we enter this place in body, mind, and spirit, move us to settle into the notion that we are 
never separated from your presence. Your all-encompassing love binds us to your unending grace, and we seek to 

recognize your presence and your grace. Reveal it to us now, as we join together in the prayer Jesus taught us: 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,   
  and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 
Scripture Reading – Psalm 138  Responsively 

I give thanks to you with all my heart, Lord. 
    I sing your praise before all other gods. 
I bow toward your holy temple 
    and thank your name 
    for your loyal love and faithfulness because  

you have made your name and word 
        greater than everything else. 
On the day I cried out, you answered me. 
    You encouraged me with inner strength. 
 
Let all the earth’s rulers  

 give thanks to you, Lord, 
    when they hear what you say. 
Let them sing about the Lord’s ways 
    because the Lord’s glory is so great! 
 

Even though the Lord is high, 
    he can still see the lowly, 
    but God keeps his distance from the arrogant. 
 

Whenever I am in deep trouble, 
    you make me live again; 
    you send your power against my enemies’ wrath; 
    you save me with your strong hand. 
The Lord will do all this for my sake. 
 
Your faithful love lasts forever, Lord! 
    Don’t let go  

of what your hands have made. 
 

 

Anthem It Is Good to Give Thanks D. Forrest 

Graduate Recognition and Prayer 

Scripture Reading – 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1 

Response to the Scripture        This is the Word of God for the people of God.   Thanks be to God! 

Message Do Not Lose Heart 

 
Response 

Song In Silence My Soul Thirsts 

Soloist:  

1. In silence my soul thirsts for God;  
for God alone I wait.  
My enemies may chase me down,  
love shields me from their hate. 
 

All: God is my rock, God is my strength,  
God is my salvation,  
my refuge, my abiding peace. 
I shall not be shaken. 

 

Soloist:  

2. In stillness I pour out my fears,  
the solitude builds trust.  
My refuge rests in God's great grace,  
my anxious thoughts are hushed.  
 
 

 

All: God is my rock, God is my strength,  
God is my salvation,  
my refuge, my abiding peace. 
I shall not be shaken. 
 

 
Soloist:  
3. In quietness my Lord conferred  
two truths I now declare:  
no greater love than God's is known;  
no power can compare. 

All: God is my rock, God is my strength,  
God is my salvation,  
my refuge, my abiding peace. 
I shall not be shaken. 
Words: Sheldon W. Sorge and Tammy Wiens © 2000 Sheldon W. Sorge 
Music: Sheldon W. Sorge © 2000 Sheldon W. Sorge 
Used by express personal permission from the author 
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Invitation to Offering  

Moment of Meditation  

Doxology  Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow 95 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 
Communion Invitation 

…Come. It is Christ who invites us to meet him here. Let us pray. 

Loving God, through your goodness we have this bread and wine to offer,  
 which earth has given and human hands have made. 
May we know your presence in the sharing of this bread, 
 so that we may know your touch in all bread, all matter. 
We celebrate the life that Jesus has shared among his community through the centuries, 
 and shares with us now. 
Made one in Christ, and one with each other, we offer these gifts and with them ourselves, 
 a single, holy, living sacrifice. Amen. 

Passing the Peace         The peace of Christ be with you. 

The Great Thanksgiving  

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

… And with our loved ones, separate from us now, who yet in this mystery are close to us, 
we join in the song of your unending greatness: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest! 

Song of Preparation Taste and See 2267

All: Taste and see, taste and see  
the goodness of the Lord.  
O taste and see, taste and see  
the goodness of the Lord, of the Lord. 
 
Soloist: 
1. I will bless the Lord at all times. 
Praise shall always be on my lips; 
my soul shall glory in the Lord 
for God has been good to me. 

 

All: Taste and see, taste and see  
the goodness of the Lord.  
O taste and see, taste and see  
the goodness of the Lord, of the Lord. 
 
Soloist: 
2. Glorify the Lord with me. 
Together let us all praise God's name. 
I called the Lord who answered me; 
from all my troubles I was set free. 
 

All: Taste and see, taste and see  
the goodness of the Lord.  
O taste and see, taste and see  
the goodness of the Lord, of the Lord. 
 
Soloist: 
3. Worship the Lord, all you people. 
You'll want for nothing if you ask. 
Taste and see that the Lord is good; 
in God we need put all our trust. 
 

All: Taste and see, taste and see  
the goodness of the Lord.  
O taste and see, taste and see  
the goodness of the Lord, of the Lord. 
Words and Music by James E. Moore (Ps. 34:1-10) 
© 1983, GIA Publications, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Reprinted Under One License  A-723218 
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Hillsdale First United Methodist Church 
45 N. Manning St., Hillsdale, MI 49242  |  517-437-3681 

www.hillsdalefirstumc.com  |  facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC 
 

Rev. Rob McPherson, Pastor | John Ourensma, Director of Music | Reneeˊ Nestorak, Associate Dir of Music | 
Pam Laurell, Church Administrator | Tana Trombly, Children’s Ministries Dir | Jeff Kornak, Facility Supervisor 

Sharing the Bread and Cup  

He whose table was open to all is now present in this bread. 
 He whose word welcomed friend and stranger offers friendship through this cup. 
With people everywhere we affirm God’s goodness at the heart of humanity, 
 planted more deeply than all that is wrong. 
The gifts of God for the people of God… Thanks be to God. 
 

Prayer after Communion

Living God, in this sacrament we have shared in your eternal kingdom. May we who taste this mystery forever 
serve you in faith, hope, and love. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen. 

Glory to God, whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. Glory 
to God from generation to generation, in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Sending 
Song God My Rock 

When my heart is overwhelmed, I will look to you alone, 
God, my rock, God, my rock, God, my rock. 
You will stand when others fall; 
you are faithful through it all, 
God, my rock, God, my rock, God, my rock. 
In the blessing, in the pain, 
through it all, you've never failed me. 
You are the strength of my heart. 
You are the strength of my heart. 
I can rely on you.  I can rely on you. 
 

When I've struggled to believe, you have not let go of me, 
God, my rock, God, my rock, God, my rock. 
Carried through the darkest storms, 
you have held me in your arms, 
God, my rock, God, my rock, God, my rock. 
In the blessing, in the pain, 
through it all, you've never failed me. 
You are the strength of my heart. 
You are the strength of my heart. 
I can rely on you. I can rely on you.

 

You are the joy of my life. 
You are my song in the night. 
There is no one as true. Jesus, I trust in you, yeah! 
 

(instrumental interlude) 
 

You are the strength of my heart.  
You are the strength of my heart. 
I can rely on you. I can rely on you. 
You are the joy of my life. 
You are my song in the night. 
There is no one as true. Jesus, I trust in you, yeah! 
 

(instrumental interlude) 
 

Jesus, we trust in you! Jesus, we trust in you! 
Jesus, we trust in you! Jesus, we trust in you, God! 
 

You are the strength of my heart. 
You are the strength of my heart. 
I can rely on you. I can rely on you. 
You are the joy of my life. 
You are my song in the night. 
There is no one as true. Jesus, I trust in you (yeah). 
CCLI Song # 6364728  Brenton Brown | Paul Baloche © Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG 
Publishing) Integrity Worship Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (IMI)) Leadworship Songs 
(Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (IMI)) All rights reserved. Reprinted under CCLI License # 3134300. 

Benediction    

 

Postlude Great Is Thy Faithfulness D. Cherwien 
 
 

Call to Worship ©2015, Thom M. Shuman, Lectionary Liturgies, alt. / Prayer for Illumination.  Seasons of the Spirit™ SeasonsFusion Pentecost 1 2021 Copyright © Wood Lake 
Publishing Inc. 2020. / Communion Invitation, The Great Thanksgiving, Sharing the Bread and Cup, Prayer after Communion. (Yellow House of Highland, adaptation of the 
Communion Liturgy of Iona)  

 
 

 
 

 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP, Sundays, 9:30 am 
Masks and distancing are required. Singing is allowed with masks. 

Livestreamed services on Facebook, YouTube, our church website, and by phone.
   


