
Hillsdale First United Methodist Church |Third Sunday after Pentecost, June 21, 2020 

• Streamed at 9:30 am on facebook https://www.facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC 
• Available for phone-in recording at 11:00 am @ 1-312-626-6799, provide meeting #394 134 739 
• Available for viewing on our church website  http://hillsdalefirstumc.com/  

or YouTube https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRIHbHBJ74jhHeLkO4gAs6A? 
 

Gathering 

Greeting and Announcements  

Prelude God of the Sparrow, God of the Whale 

Opening Prayer 

God of sparrows and elephants, of earth and sky, of the great and the small, you stand with us when we are 
hurting, when we are frightened, when there is danger. You are with us today, and always, loving us and 
caring for us, even when we do not see you or hear you or feel you. As we live in your steadfast love, may we 
live boldly, faithfully, and joyfully. Amen 

  
Hymn God of the Sparrow, God of the Whale 122 

 

1. God of the sparrow, God of the whale,  
God of the swirling stars.  
How does the creature say Awe, 
how does the creature say Praise. 
 

2. God of the earthquake, God of the storm,  
God of the trumpet blast.  
How does the creature cry Woe,  
how does the creature cry Save. 
 

3. God of the rainbow, God of the cross,  
God of the empty grave.  
How does the creature say Grace,  
how does the creature say Thanks. 
 
 
 
 

4. God of the hungry, God of the sick,  
God of the prodigal.  
How does the creature say Care,  
how does the creature say Life. 
 

5. God of the neighbor, God of the foe,  
God of the pruning hook.  
How does the creature say Love,  
how does the creature say Peace. 
 

6. God of the ages, God near at hand,  
God of the loving heart.  
How do your children say Joy,  
how do your children say Home.  
 

Words by Jaroslav J. Vajda © 1983 Jaroslav J. Vajda 
Music by Carl F. Schalk © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc.  
All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-723218 

Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17 

Song O Lord, Hear Our Prayer 2200 

   (sung twice through) 

O Lord, hear our prayer, O Lord hear our prayer, when we call, answer us, 
O Lord, hear our prayer, O Lord, hear our prayer. Come and listen to us. 

Prayers of the People 

Song O Lord, Hear Our Prayer 2200 

   (sung twice through) 

O Lord, hear our prayer, O Lord hear our prayer, when we call, answer us, 
O Lord, hear our prayer, O Lord, hear our prayer. Come and listen to us. 

Words and Music: Jacque Berthier (Words Ps. 102:1-2) © 1984 Les Presses de Taize, admin. by GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-723218 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 
Proclamation 

 
Song of Preparation Thy Word Is a Lamp unto My Feet 601 

Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet  
and a light unto my path. 
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 
and a light unto my path. 
 
1. When I feel afraid, think I've lost my way, 
still you're there right beside me, 
and nothing will I fear as long as you are near. 
Please be near me to the end. 
 

Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 
and a light unto my path. 
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 
and a light unto my path. 

 

 
 
2. Now I will not forget your love for me and yet 
my heart forever is wandering. 
Jesus, be my guide and hold me to your side, 
and I will love you to the end. 

Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 
and a light unto my path. 
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 
and a light unto my path. 
 
Words by Amy Grant, 1984 (Ps. 119:105) 
Music: Michael W. Smith, 1984; arr. by Keith Phillips 
© 1984 Meadowgreen Music Co / Bug and Bear Music 
All rights reserved. Reprinted under CCLI #3134300

Prayer of Invocation 

Loving God, open our ears to hear your word and draw us closer to you, that the whole world may be one with 
you as you are one with us in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Scripture Reading – Genesis 21:8-21 

Message Thrown Away 

Anthem His Eye Is on the Sparrow Ch. Gabriel 
 

Response 

Prayer of Response 

Divine Caregiver, you have counted the hairs on our head and your loving eye is always upon us. Show us where 
we might move out with confidence to speak bravely of your way, even if the consequences seem hard to bear 
(pause). We pray to you, O God, grant us the courage and compassion to live for you.  

Holy Sparrow Creator, you take delight in the smallest creature and your compassion sustains all of Creation. 
Conceive your selfless love within our hearts and birth within us the desire to give voice where the voice has been 
silenced. We pray to you, O God, grant us the courage and compassion to live for you. 

Eternal God, we have no reason to fear for we know that, in life or in death, we will always belong to you. Mindful 
of your presence, help us to live out of this truth, even when the future seems cloudy and uncertain (pause). We 
pray to you, O God, grant us the courage and compassion to live for you. Amen. 

Passing the Peace     We belong to God, always. 

May this Peace of Christ be with you!  And also with you. 
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Song One Thing Remains (Your Love Never Fails) 

Higher than the mountains that I face, 
stronger than the power of the grave, 
constant in the trial and the change, 
one thing remains; one thing remains. 
 
 

Your love never fails; it never gives up, 
never runs out on me. 
Your love never fails; it never gives up, 
never runs out on me. 
Your love never fails; it never gives up, 
never runs out on me, your love. 
 

On and on and on and on it goes. 
It overwhelms and satisfies my soul, 
and I never ever have to be afraid. 
One thing remains; one thing remains. 
 

Your love never fails; it never gives up, 
never runs out on me. 
Your love never fails; it never gives up, 
never runs out on me. 
Your love never fails; it never gives up, 
never runs out on me, your love. 
 
 

In death, in life, I'm confident and 
cover'd by the power of your great love. 
My debt is paid; there's nothing that 
can separate my heart from your great love. 
In death, in life, I'm confident and 
cover'd by the power of your great love. 
My debt is paid; there's nothing that 
can separate my heart from your great love. 
 

Your love never fails; it never gives up, 
never runs out on me. 
Your love never fails; it never gives up, 
never runs out on me. 
Your love never fails; it never gives up, 
never runs out on me, your love. 
 

Higher than the mountains that I face, 
stronger than the power of the grave, 
constant in the trial and the change, 
one thing remains, one thing remains, 
your love.. 
 

Brian Johnson | Christa Black Gifford | Jeremy Riddle © 2010 Bethel Music (Admin. 
by Bethel Music Publishing) ChristaJoy Music Publishing (Admin. by Bethel Music 
Publishing) Mercy / Vineyard Publishing (Admin. by Vineyard Music USA) All rights 
reserved.  CCLI License # 3134300 

Invitation to Offering    In the wilderness, God provides. In daily living, God provides. In times of plenty, in 
times of want, God provides. Trusting in God, then, let us give without fear.

Doxology  Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 95 
praise him all creatures here below, praise him above, ye heavenly host, 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayer of Dedication 
Great and loving God, who hears the cries of all people, and who proclaims each and every one of us to be of great 
worth: receive these gifts we offer. May our giving help your church to proclaim the gospel of justice and truth 
throughout the world. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

Sending 
 

Hymn God Will Take Care of You 130  
1. Be not dismayed whate'er betide,  
God will take care of you;  
beneath his wings of love abide,  
God will take care of you.  
 

God will take care of you,  
through every day, o'er all the way;  
he will take care of you, God will take care of you. 
 

2. Through days of toil when heart doth fail,  
God will take care of you;  
when dangers fierce your path assail,  
God will take care of you.  

God will take care of you,  
through every day, o'er all the way;  
he will take care of you, God will take care of you. 
 
 
 

3. All you may need he will provide,  
God will take care of you;  
nothing you ask will be denied,  
God will take care of you.  

God will take care of you,  
through every day, o'er all the way;  
he will take care of you, God will take care of you. 
 

4. No matter what may be the test,  
God will take care of you;  
lean, weary one, upon his breast,  
God will take care of you.  

God will take care of you,  
through every day, o'er all the way;  
he will take care of you, God will take care of you. 
Words by Civilla D. Martin, 1904. Music by W. Stillman Martin, 1905. Public Domain 
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Hillsdale First United Methodist Church 
45 N. Manning St., Hillsdale, MI 49242  |  517-437-3681 

www.hillsdalefirstumc.com  |  facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC 
 

Rev. Rob McPherson, Pastor | John Ourensma, Director of Music | Reneeˊ Nestorak, Associate Dir of Music | 
Pam Laurell, Church Administrator | Tana Trombly, Children’s Ministries Dir| Jeff Kornak, Facility Supervisor 

Blessing 

Postlude God Will Take Care of You  
 
 
 
 

Opening Prayer, Prayer of Response, Invitation to Offering, Prayer of Dedication. Copyright © Wood Lake Publishing Inc. 2019 Seasons of the Spirit™ SeasonsFusion Pentecost 1 
2020  / Prayer of Invocation. © Revised Common Lectionary Prayers copyright © 2002 Consultation on Common Texts admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.  

 

 

 

 

You may mail your offerings and contributions to our postal address below.  
You may also contact your bank and set up online payments directly to the church’s account.  

Please call the office for details. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


