
Hillsdale First United Methodist Church | Fourth Sunday after Pentecost, June 20, 2021 

• IN-PERSON 9:30 am in the Sanctuary 
• LIVESTREAM online at 9:30 am on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC  
• on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRIHbHBJ74jhHeLkO4gAs6A? 
• on our church website  http://hillsdalefirstumc.com/  
• and by phone 517-247-2477 

 

Gathering 

Prelude Praise to the Lord, the Almighty L. Visser, P. Manz 

Greeting and Announcements 

Call to Worship      

Strength is commanding the wind and sea to obey, 
strength is wielding a slingshot in the face of a raging giant. 
Strength is accepting vulnerability from inside the boat, 
strength is standing in solidarity with the powerless. 
Strength is turning a cheek, 
strength is loving an enemy. 
We come to worship a God who redefines our vision of strength.

Song Everlasting God

Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord; 
we will wait upon the Lord; 
we will wait upon the Lord. 
Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord; 
we will wait upon the Lord; 
we will wait upon the Lord. 
 

Our God, you reign forever, 
our Hope, our strong Deliv'rer. 
You are the everlasting God, 
the everlasting God. 
You do not faint; 
you won't grow weary. 
You're the defender of the weak; 
you comfort those in need. 
You lift us up on wings like eagles. 
 

Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord; 
we will wait upon the Lord; 
we will wait upon the Lord. 
Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord; 
we will wait upon the Lord; 
we will wait upon the Lord. 
Our God, you reign forever, 
our Hope, our strong Deliv'rer. 
 
 
 

You are the everlasting God, 
the everlasting God. 
You do not faint; 
you won't grow weary. 
You're the defender of the weak; 
you comfort those in need. 
You lift us up on wings like eagles. 
 

Our God, you reign forever. 
our Hope, our strong Deliv'rer. 
You are the everlasting God, 
the everlasting God. 
You do not faint; 
you won't grow weary. 
You're the defender of the weak; 
you comfort those in need. 
You lift us up on wings like eagles. 
 

You are the everlasting God, 
the everlasting God. 
You do not faint; 
you won't grow weary. 
You're the defender of the weak; 
you comfort those in need. 
You lift us up on wings like eagles. 
 

CCLI Song # 4556538 Brenton Brown | Ken Riley © 2005 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol 
CMG Publishing) For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. CCLI 
License # 3134300

Proclamation 

Prayer for Illumination 

Loving God, when we are inclined to worry or panic, speak with authority to us. Speak directly through Jesus so 
that fears may be confronted and our faith reinstated. Through him and in him let us spend our days and nights 
with the courage and peace of those who know they are being saved and sustained by an imperturbable grace. 

And to you be the glory and praise; Amen! 
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Passing the Peace        The prayer asked God to allow us to have courage and peace because we know that we 
are being saved and sustained by imperturbable grace. May that very real peace of Christ be with you.  

Share that peace with a neighbor. The peace of Christ be with you. 

Scripture Reading – Psalm 9:9-14  (Silence is kept between couplets) In two translations 

The Lord is a safe place for the oppressed— 
    a safe place in difficult times. 
Those who know your name trust you 
    because you have not abandoned 
    any who seek you, Lord. (CEB) 
 

God’s a safe-house for the battered, 
    a sanctuary during bad times. 
The moment you arrive, you relax; 
    you’re never sorry you knocked. (The Message) 
 

Silence is kept 
 
Sing praises to the Lord, who lives in Zion! 
    Proclaim his mighty acts among all people! 
Because the one who avenges bloodshed 
    remembers those who suffer; 
    the Lord hasn’t forgotten their cries for help. (CEB) 
 

Sing your songs to Zion-dwelling God, 
    tell his stories to everyone you meet: 
How he tracks down killers 
    yet keeps his eye on us, 
    registers every whimper and moan. (The Message) 
 

Silence is kept 
 

 
Have mercy on me, Lord! 
    Just look how I suffer 
    because of those who hate me. 
But you are the one who brings me back 
    from the very gates of death 
        so I can declare all your praises, 
        so I can rejoice in your salvation 
        in the gates of Daughter Zion. (CEB) 
 

Be kind to me, God; 
    I’ve been kicked around long enough. 
Once you’ve pulled me back 
    from the gates of death, 
I’ll write the book on Hallelujahs; 
    on the corner of Main and First 
    I’ll hold a street meeting; 
I’ll be the song leader; we’ll fill the air 
    with salvation songs. (The Message) 
 

Silence is kept 
 
 
 
 
 

Song of Response My Tribute 

Soloist: How can I say thanks for the things 
you have done for me? 
Things so undeserved, 
yet you give to prove your love for me. 
The voices of a million angels 
could not express my gratitude; 
All that I am and ever hope to be, 
I owe it all to thee. 
 

All: To God be the glory, 
to God be the glory, 
to God be the glory 
for the things he has done. 
With his blood he has saved me, 
with his pow'r he has raised me. 
To God be the glory  
for the things he has done. 
 

Soloist: Just let me live my life, 
let it be pleasing Lord, to thee; 
and should I gain any praise, 
let it go to Calvary. 

 
 

 All: To God be the glory, 
to God be the glory, 
to God be the glory 
for the things he has done. 
With his blood he has saved me, 
with his pow'r he has raised me. 
To God be the glory  
for the things he has done. 
 

With his blood he has saved me. 
With his pow'r he has raised me. 
To God be the glory 
for the things he has done 
CCLI Song # 11218. Andraé Crouch 
© 1971 Bud John Songs, Inc. (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 3134300 
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Prayers of the People  

You lay the foundations of the universe, 
building a shelter for our battered souls; 
you create wonders which are priceless, 
yet you always remember the needy. 
We open our hearts to you, 
God of Graciousness. 
  

When evening comes and fears 
prowl the shadows of our days, 
you whisper, 'Peace! Be still!' 
to our hammering hearts, 
so we know that you are always with us. 
We open our hearts to you, 
dearest Friend of life. 

 
Doubts and despair may 
swamp our lives, 
but you calm us with a word; 
illness and death struggle 
to control our futures, 
but you comfort us with peace. 
We open our hearts to you, 
Spirit of hope and grace. 
  

We open our hearts to you, now and forever, 
God in Community, Holy in One, 
even as we pray as we are taught, 

 
 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,   
 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

Scripture Reading -- 1 Samuel 17: 1a, 4-11, 19-23, 32-49  From The Voice Translation 

Response to the Scripture        This is the Word of God for the people of God.   Thanks be to God! 

Anthem God Is Our Refuge and Strength A. Pote 

Message Courage 

Response 

Hymn Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me 509

1. Jesus, Savior, pilot me  
over life's tempestuous sea;  
unknown waves before me roll,  
hiding rock and treacherous shoal.  
Chart and compass came from thee;  
Jesus, Savior, pilot me. 
 

2. As a mother stills her child,  
thou canst hush the ocean wild;  
boisterous waves obey thy will,  
when thou sayest to them, "Be still!"  
Wondrous sovereign of the sea, 
Jesus, Savior, pilot me. 

 

3. When at last I near the shore,  
and the fearful breakers roar 
‘twixt me and the peaceful rest,  
then, while leaning on thy breast,  
may I hear thee say to me,  
"Fear not, I will pilot thee." 
Words by Edward Hopper, 1871 (Mt. 8:23-27, Mk. 4:35-51, Lk. 8:22-25) 
Music by John. E Gould, 1871 
Public Domain 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Invitation to Offering  

Moment of Meditation  

Doxology  Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow 95 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 
 praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
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Hillsdale First United Methodist Church 
45 N. Manning St., Hillsdale, MI 49242  |  517-437-3681 

www.hillsdalefirstumc.com  |  facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC 
 

Rev. Rob McPherson, Pastor | John Ourensma, Director of Music | Reneeˊ Nestorak, Associate Dir of Music | 
Pam Laurell, Church Administrator | Tana Trombly, Children’s Ministries Dir | Jeff Kornak, Facility Supervisor 

Prayer of Dedication  

God of the heavens, the land and the water that covers it, we know what it is like to be tossed about in a storm.  
We know that the faith we profess when days are calm and sunny is challenged and shaky when the storm is 

furious and the water is swamping our boat. As we offer our gifts to you this day, they are given with the hope 
that we will be better able to let go of what the world tells us will guarantee our security and find our hope and 
assurance in your redeeming love. Dedicate these gifts in the knowledge that there are other boats besides ours 

in the same storm. We pray this prayer in the powerful name of Jesus. Amen. 
 

Sending 

Hymn God of Grace and God of Glory 577

1. God of grace and God of glory,  
on thy people pour thy power;  
crown thine ancient church's story;  
bring her bud to glorious flower.  
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,  
for the facing of this hour,  
for the facing of this hour. 
 

2. Lo! the hosts of evil round us  
scorn thy Christ, assail his ways!  
Fears and doubts too long have bound us;  
free our hearts to work and praise.  
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,  
for the living of these days,  
for the living of these days. 
 
 

3. Cure thy children's warring madness,  
bend our pride to thy control;  
shame our wanton, selfish gladness,  
rich in things and poor in soul.  
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,  
lest we miss thy kingdom's goal,  
lest we miss thy kingdom's goal. 
 

4. Save us from weak resignation  
to the evils we deplore;  
let the search for thy salvation  
be our glory evermore.  
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,  
serving thee whom we adore,  
serving thee whom we adore. 
Words: Harry Emerson Fosdick, 1930 
Music by John Hughes, 1907 
Public Domain

Benediction   

 

Postlude God of Grace and God of Glory P. Manz 
 
 
 
 

Call to Worship, Written by Katherine Hawker, 1997. Posted on Liturgy Outside. http://liturgyoutside.net. / Prayer for Illumination. Written by Bruce Prewer, 
http://www.bruceprewer.com. / Prayers of the People © 2015, Thom M. Shuman, Lectionary Liturgies./  Prayer of Dedication.  © 2021 Discipleship Ministries, an Agency of the 
United Methodist Church.  

 
 

 

 

 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP, Sundays, 9:30 am 
Masks and distancing are required. Singing is allowed with masks. 

Livestreamed services on Facebook, YouTube, our church website, and by phone.
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


