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Old Testament Parallels 

The readings that we hear in worship on Sundays usually follow the Revised Common 

Lectionary. A Lectionary is simply a collection of readings from the Scriptures to be used 

during worship. The Revised Common Lectionary was published in 1992 after years of 

work among the denominations, including the United Methodist Church. There are four 

readings selected for each Sunday, an Old Testament reading, a psalm response to that 

reading, a New Testament reading from an epistle or Revelation, and a gospel reading. 

Sometimes the Old Testament reading is closely related to the gospel reading and 

sometimes it’s not. In June this year, the Old Testament reading is in parallel to the gospel 

reading. 

For example, in the gospel reading for June 5, Jesus approaches a city gate and encounters 

a funeral procession. A young man has died and left behind a widowed mother. Jesus 

brings the young man back to life. In the Old Testament reading, the prophet Elijah, 

following God’s lead, found himself being cared for by a widow in Zarephath. The 

woman’s son became ill and died. Elijah cried out to God, “O Lord my God, let this child’s 

life come into him again!”  

There are similar parallels between the Old Testament and Gospel readings for the rest of 

June. But why? Why did Luke choose these particular stories to tell about Jesus in his 

gospel? What was he trying to prove?  

Come each Sunday in June ready to worship God in heart, mind, and soul. Come ready to 

sing, to pray, and to delve into Scripture’s layers of meaning. The Bible is God’s word for 

God’s people. Thanks be to God! 

Pastor Pat 

 

June 5: Old Testament - 1 Kings 17:8-24 

 Gospel - Luke 7:11-17 
 

June 12:  Old Testament - 2 Samuel 11:1-5, 14-17; 12:1-7a 

Gospel - Luke 7:36-8:3 
 

June 19:  Old Testament - 1 Kings 19:1-15a 

 Gospel - Luke 8:26-39 
 

June 26: Old Testament - 2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 

Gospel - Luke 9:51-62 

Old Testament and Gospel Readings for June 



2  |   June 2016 

After what seemed like a never-ending winter 

here in Hillsdale, it now seems like we have 

jumped directly into summer.  Three weeks ago 

it snowed on Sunday morning before our 9:30 

church service.  Yes, snow in May!  I didn’t see it, 

but many did. And now we are in our high temps 

of 70’s and 80’s.  And it sure is beautiful!   

For months now, I have questioned when our 

spring would get here, and I’m probably not 

alone in thinking that. But what I’m realizing 

now, in hindsight, is that it has been here all 

along.  It may not have looked like what I think 

“spring” looks like, but the spring flowers still 

bloomed - even through snow sometimes - the 

grass still turned green, and the leaves on trees 

and shrubs came into new life again.   

In Ecclesiastes 3:11 we read that God “has made 

everything beautiful in its time. He has also set 

eternity in the human heart; yet no one can 

fathom what God has done from beginning to 

end.”  As I read this today it was very reflective 

for me in regards to the seasons and how our 

season of spring rolled out this year.  But more 

importantly it was reflective for me to be 

reminded of how none of us can truly fathom 

what God has done, and is doing, from beginning 

to end. He is at work in each of us. And he makes 

everything beautiful, in its time.   

When I think about my friends, co-workers, 

acquaintances, and even strangers, I sometimes 

find myself believing that I know what their 

faith path is or has been. When possible and 

when led by the Spirit, I might try to help them 

to build a closer relationship with Jesus. But 

what I have realized through my interactions 

with others is that my faith grows deeper too, 

and my relationship with Jesus gets stronger 

from my relationships with others.  As I read 

this scripture today I also came to understand 

that maybe the lesson I am supposed to take 

away from it  is the understanding that while we 

are all in different relationships with Jesus, we 

should understand that God is at work in each of 

us - at the same time.  We may not all be at the 

same place in our faith journeys, but none of us 

can fathom the work that God is doing in and 

through each of us. We must believe and have 

faith that just as He brought us the springtime 

through the snow and cold, and brought the 

flowers to life to lift heads to Him, that He too 

has made each of us beautiful in our own time.   

He has placed in every one of us an eternal heart 

to be disciples and to bring others to the love of 

Jesus and a relationship with Him.    

When we notice those beautiful  changes in 

someone else, or  in ourselves, may we give 

praise to God, for the beauty we will see in that 

time is the beauty and love of Jesus in each 

other.  |  Melodie 

Everything Is Beautiful in Its Time 

 He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the human 

heart; yet no one can fathom what God has done from beginning to end.   

Ecclesiastes 3:11 (NIV) 
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Education News and Notes 

In addition to our Sunday opportunities to reach children weekly, we also plan special events to invite 

children into a relationship with Jesus. Two of those events are coming up this summer. 
 

Outreach Opportunities 

Kids’ Fest | Come share the love of Jesus with the children of our community! 

 What: Hillsdale First UMC Kids’ Fest Booth 

 Where: New Merchants’ Building at the Hillsdale County Fairgrounds 

 When: Wednesday, June 15 from 10:00 am- 3:00 pm 

 How you can help: Volunteer in one-hour shifts to meet children and their parents and do a simple 

activity while sharing the love of Jesus. 

There are still openings for volunteers. If  you’re interested in being a part of this outreach to our area 

children, please sign up on the poster in the office.   

Help children know about all the ways we welcome them into a relationship with Jesus from our weekly 

Children’s Church, to Vacation Bible School, Summer Music Camp, and even our free breakfasts, free 

dinners, and Karan Jenkins Preschool.  

Vacation Bible School - Cave Quest:  
Following Jesus, the Light of the World  

 What: Cave Quest Vacation Bible School 

 When: July 11-14 from 5:00 - 7:30 pm.  

 Where: Hillsdale First UMC, 45 N. Manning 

 How you can be involved: 

 Help lead worship 

 Lead a small group of children to stations 

 Help with crafts 

 Help with games 

 Help with decorating / teardown 

Each evening will start with music and worship. 

Following a short meal, there will be a couple of 

hours of fun and learning at several stations. 

Games, crafts, fellowship, and music will fill our 

hearts and minds with the love of Jesus the Light of the World! Please come and join in the fun and 

celebration! How is God calling you to be loving children at Hillsdale First UMC?  
 

Sunday Ministry Opportunities 

Children’s Church, 9:30 and 11:00 am | Children’s church meets 52 Sundays per year at both the 9:30  

and 11:00 am services. Children leave the worship service to read and study the scripture, and do crafts 

and puzzles. We usually discuss the same scriptures that have been presented in worship. Come and help 

in this vital ministry to children. 

Nursery Care, 9:30 and 11:00 am | Having a staffed nursery presents a welcoming sight to parents of 

young children. There are ministry opportunities to serve in the nursery, to help create nursery policy 

and staffing plans and to secure nursery workers.  

Come and be the light of Christ for our neighbors who are children.     |     Marla 
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Missions and Ministries  

Henderson Settlement: Frakes, Kenucky 
 

Thank you for contributing your prayers 

and gifts towards our United Methodist 

summer camps in April and May.    

The Missions Team has once again selected 

Henderson Settlement in Kentucky as our 

project for June and July. This outreach 

program, started in 1925, began with a 

church and a school.  They still maintain 

these operations but also offer many other 

ministries.  The goal of Henderson 

Settlement, with the help of the United 

Methodist Church, is to share the love of 

Christ by meeting the basic needs of 

residents in that Appalachian area. There 

are many ways to partner with Henderson 

Settlement to help show love to all 

neighbors. Please prayerfully consider how 

you can give in God's name to extend his 

love to others through this mission.  
 
 

Mary Jean Tennant Circle | The Mary Jean Tennant Circle will be sponsoring the Alpha Omega Baby 

Bottle Drive at our church during the month of July. If you would like to help, please take a bottle and fill 

it with your change, paper money, or a check to help Alpha Omega continue to serve parents and 

expectant parents through counseling, baby clothes, and other means of support. Thank you for your 

continued donations to this project.   

General Conference | The United Methodist 

Church met in General Conference in Portland, 

Oregon, for 10 days in May. General Conference 

convenes every four years as the legislative and 

policy making body of the church. While there 

was real concern about a split in the 

denomination over human sexuality issues, it was 

averted by forming a commission to study the 

issues relating to church policies.  

Michigan Area Bishop Deborah Lieder Kiesey was 

honored for her years of service. Bishop Kiesey 

will retire in August. Four new Bishops will be 

elected at the North Central Jurisdiction 

Conference in July. States represented by this 

Conference include Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, 

Illiinois, Wisconsin, Iowa, Minnesota, North and 

South Dakota. Bishop assignments will be made 

after those elections take place. 
 

Annual Conference | The West Michigan Annual 

Conference will gather along with the Detroit 

Annual Conference in East Lansing June 8-13. The 

two conference voted to merge last year and the 

process of merger should be complete by 2019. 

Highlights of Annual Conference include Bishop 

Kiesey’s address at opening worship on Friday, 

June 10, and the ordination of Elders and Deacons 

on Sunday, June 12.  



I'm not sure how I got into this habit, but 

beginning in September and continuing until 

right about now, I gather my copies of the music 

the Chancel Choir sings into one pile. I purposely 

don't put them back in the filing cabinet so I can 

easily review what we sang. A little flipping 

through this pile reveals that our choir sang  

over 50 anthems since last September. Some are 

repeat anthems from previous years and some 

are new. It represents music from nearly 40 

Sunday services plus the extensive musical 

offerings the choir brings to the annual 

Christmas Concert. It also represents some 45 

Thursday night rehearsals – a significant 

commitment of time and energy on the part of 

the choir members! The Choir will offer several 

anthems on Sunday, June 5, the last Sunday they 

will sing in worship as a choir until September.  

The Handbell Choir will also ring their last 

musical offering of the spring on Sunday June 5. 

Although they don't play as much (about once 

per month) the weekly rehearsals reflect a 

considerable commitment – and currently the 

majority of the ringers also sing in the Chancel 

Choir. So that adds up to several hours each 

week working to prepare music to enhance our 

worship.  

All the musicians appreciate your positive 

comments for the music each Sunday, and I hope 

that you also will take a moment to personally 

thank them for their dedication and commitment 

to make their singing and ringing such a vital 

part of our worship experience each week. We 

continue to pray that our music not draw 

attention to itself, but that the words, notes, and 

variety of sounds come together in such a way 

that as you listen you are drawn to focus on God 

and not specifically our ringing and singing. To 

God be the Glory! 

As I mentioned in last month's newsletter, we 

have scheduled another music camp for children 

and youth! Joyful Noise! will take place Monday - 

Thursday, August 22-25, from 9:00 am - 1:00 pm 

each day, including lunch. It will be open to 

children/youth entering grades 2-8 this fall. The 

camp will be a rich time of singing, playing 

instruments, listening to professionals play and 

explain their instruments, and learning basic 

music theory.  

All of this will take place in an 

atmosphere of fun learning, and in 

celebration of God's great gift of 

music! Please consider  the children 

in your neighborhood, friendship 

circles, or extended family that you 

might be able to invite to take 

advantage of this wonderful 

musical opportunity!  And please 

pray that the entire effort might be 

a great time of demonstrating God's love for the 

children and families of our community. 

All of the church’s summer programs, including 

Joyful Noise!  at the end of the summer, Vacation 

Bible School in July, or Kid's Fest in June, offer us 

additional opportunities to reach out to our 

community in the name of Christ. I often hear 

comments like "we don't have any children 

here", or "where are the young families?" As John 

Laster pointed out in his feasibility report this 

winter, the number of young families with 

children within a 10-minute radius of the church 

is astounding. So the problem is not that there 

aren't families or children in Hillsdale. Though 

the challenges of "attracting them to church" are 

certainly great, at least part of the problem is 

that we're just not inviting and engaging enough. 

Being inviting is not just assuming or hoping that 

a staff person or program will attract new people 

to the church, but it is all of us personally 

inviting and personally engaging people of our 

community. I have no doubt that if all of us 

continually were inviting folks, we'd be seeing 

more join us in worship and service.  

When was the last time you actually invited 

someone to come to any one of the numerous 

activities our church offers?    |    SDG,   JO 
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From the Director of Music 
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Tyler Scott Hegwood, son of Dorothy Merriman, was born in 
Coldwater on May 20, 1998.  He was a kindergarten student in 
Hillsdale, but became a Jonesville Comet in first grade and will 
become a Comet alumnus after he graduates on June 5. 

This past year Tyler was one of the lead varsity bowlers on his 
powerful Comet bowling team.  The team earned a state 
ranking in 2016, and no wonder!  I did some investigating 
online,  because Tyler is not very good at bragging, and found 
that he routinely had scores in the mid 200’s.  His talent was 
noticed by MLive, and he earned a spot on the All Area Boys’ 
Bowling Team-Second Team.  

In high school, Tyler enjoyed chemistry, but wasn’t too fond of 
math.  Despite his dislike for math, he still was a member of the National Honor Society.  In addition, he 
gave his time to the music department, playing trumpet in concert and marching bands. 

Did I mention that Tyler is an Eagle Scout?  In 2014, only six percent of Boy Scouts achieved Eagle Scout 
standing, and Tyler is in the small minority of that huge accomplishment.  Great work, Tyler! 

Following graduation, Tyler plans to attend Jackson College for a year, and then he hopes to transfer to 
Michigan State University where he will participate in the ROTC Program.  He plans to major in video 
game design, so in a few years, keep your eyes open for the name Tyler Hegwood associated with popular 
video game titles!  Best of luck to you, Tyler!  We wish you all the best! 
 

Lauren Taylor Mitchell, daughter of Mike and Sue Mitchell, and 
sister to Rachel, was born in Grayling on March 29, 1998.  Her 
family soon found their way to Hillsdale, and she has been here 
ever since. Lauren has attended Hillsdale Community Schools 
since kindergarten and will graduate from Hillsdale High School 
on June 5. 

Much of Lauren’s young life has been spent with a focus on 
music.  She plays piano, and on Sundays she sings soprano in 
our Chancel choir, has served by playing in our bell choir, and 
has sung at St. Anthony’s Catholic Church as well. 

Lauren also sings in the Hillsdale High School Chorale, and 
throughout her high school years she has competed and has 
been awarded opportunities to sing in Regional and All-State 
Choirs.  Add acting to her talents, as she has participated in 
several musicals at the high school and also with the Hillsdale 
Community Theater.  This past spring she earned one of the leading roles in the high school’s production 
of High School Musical, portraying the sassy character, Sharpay.  

A few other random facts about Lauren:  1)  She likes American History and Chorale, but could do without 
geometry!  2)  She participated in Quiz Bowl.  3) She plays soccer.  4)  White water rafting in West Virginia 
is one of her most memorable vacations. 

This fall Lauren will enroll at Western Michigan University where she plans to major in music therapy.  
This people-serving avocation seems quite fitting for a young lady who has given much of her time helping 
to serve our congregation through her gift of music.  We wish you all the best, Lauren!  Go Broncos!! 

 

2016 High School Graduates  |  by Janell Wilson 
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Notes of Thanks | Dear Church Family,  

Our lives have been in a state of chaos for a 
month. We have had to make adjustments in our 
lifestyle of both our eating and our physical 
needs. Your support and prayers have 
strengthened our spiritual lives.  

Melodie’s article in May’s newsletter really 
touched us. Thanks to each and every one for 
touching our lives through the storm. Let your 
light shine.   |  Jack and Pat Bowditch, 523-2714 
 

Dear Community Dinner Workers, 

I thank you on behalf of the Youth Center for 
[your donation of] proceeds from your last dinner 
(May 7). I am touched that you remembered our 
youth ministry for kids in our community. We 
will put what you worked so hard for to very 
good use for the kids. Your generous gift affirms 
to us that you believe that we are doing 
something right in reaching out to the teens in 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Thank you so 
much. | Irma Jones, Treasurer, One Step Ministries 
 

Prayer Requests 

Current: Ardice Casarda, Ethel Ferguson, 
Marlene Risedorph, Donna Wellein 

Continuing: Joan Bertalon, Tom Bildner, Pat and 
Jack Bowditch, Lorna Busch, Dewey Carpentier, 
Adam Delcamp, Dick Emery, the family of Jeff and 
Laurie Foust, Lynn George, Crystal Gimenez, 
Kristine Hasty, Bonnie Hinderer, Kent King, 
Cheryl Marriott, Dan Nestorak, Dawn Nisbett, 
Carolyn Parker, Gene Parker, Katelynn Raymond 
(Noble and Anna Mae Bertalon’s great-
granddaughter), Maggie Swan, Daryl Sweet 

In Nursing Care or at Home: Dorothy Aspinall, 
Sammy Brink, B.J. Clark, Shirley Connolly, Jean 
Dieterle, Susie Eichler, Bev Hart, Bert Hill, Ruth 
Huston, Jackie Mitchell, Bettie Monroe, Colleen 
Ridenour, Bob Scholl, Mary Sodergren, Carol 
Tindall 

Serving in the Military: Ricardo Arellano, Emily 
Mitchell  

Anniversaries   

June 22 B. J. and Chuck Holton 

June 23 Pastor Pat and Roger Brook 

June 26 Chris and Dick Deller 

June  26 Vickie and Rick Lee 

June  27 Janell Wilson and Joel Fontana 
 

 
 

Birthdays 

June 3 Karen Major 

June    3 Sue Walter       

June    4 Brian Major   

June    4 Beckie Miller 

June    6 Dennis Krzyzaniak 

June    7 Jimmy Haslam 

June    8 Andy Fontana 

June  10 Bethany Bowen 

June   11 Pat Vreeland 

June  14 Joe Scheibner 

June  16 Bob Scholl 

June  17 Coby Nash 

June  19 Kathryn Schaerer 

June 20 Mark Caldwell 

June  20 Steve Monroe 

June 21 Gela Vreeland 

June 22 Shirley Connolly 

June  25 Dorothy Merriman 

June 26 Paul Parks 

June 27 Wanda Holland   
 

Red Cross Blood Drive, June 9 

The Hillsdale Lions’ Club will be hosting  a blood 
drive for the American Red Cross  on Thursday, 
June 9 from 11:00 am - 4:45 pm in the Fellowship 
Hall. A donor must be 17 years old, weigh at least 
110 pounds, and be in general good health. If 
donating blood, please bring your Donor Card or 
a Photo ID.  

Donors should eat and drink a caffeine free 
beverage before donating. Refreshments will also 
be available from the kitchen. 

If you would like more information about the 
June Blood Drive, please contact Martha Smith, 
437-3059. 

Bulletin Board Headlines 
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Pastor: Rev. Pat Brook  
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Director of Music: John Ourensma  
ourensma.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com 
 

Associate Director of Music: Renee  Nestorak  
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Director of Educational Ministries: Marla Bowen 
bowen.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com 
 

Director of Youth Ministries/Church Administrator: 
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Facilities Supervisor: Jeff Kornak 
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June 2016 

Kids’ Fest 
 

June 15 
Wednesday 

10:00 am - 3:00 pm 
at the Fairgrounds 

Vacation Bible School 
 

July 11 - 14 
Monday - Thursday 

5:00 - 7:30 pm 

Music Camp 
for kids entering grades 2 through 8 

August 22 - 25 
Monday - Thursday 
9:00 am - 1:00 pm 


