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Hillsdale First United Methodist Church
Covenants and Commitments
“Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles, the prophets,
the evangelists, and the pastors and teachers. Their responsibility is to equip
God’s people to do his work and build up the church, the body of Christ. This
will continue until we all come to such unity in our faith and knowledge of
God’s Son that we will be mature in the Lord, measuring up to the full and
complete standard of Christ.” (Ephesians 4:12, NLT)
This is one of my favorite verses in the Bible because in it, Paul is speaking to the church, the
whole church: its pastors and lay leaders, its committee chairs and members, its music
directors and choir singers, its scripture readers and scripture hearers, its teachers and
students, its cooks and kitchen workers, its quilters and knitters; all of us who are followers
of Jesus Christ. Speaking to all of us, Paul gives us our purpose as the church, the body of
Christ: “to equip (all) God’s people to do his work and build up the church … until (all) come
to unity in faith and knowledge of God’s Son.”
The purpose of the church, the whole church, the body of Christ, is to build up the church
until all people come to know Christ and his love for them. That’s the church I want to be a
part of; that’s the church that I want to serve; that’s the church we are growing to be.
To be that church, to be one part of the body of Christ in this community takes commitment;
commitment expressed clearly and succinctly in the membership vows of the United
Methodist Church with a promise to “faithfully participate in its ministries by (our) prayers,
(our) presence, (our) gifts, (our) service, and (our) witness.” So, how are we doing with that
commitment? Is there room for growth?
John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist movement, called that growth sanctifying grace.
He said that “through God’s sanctifying grace, we grow and mature in our ability to live as
Jesus lived. As we pray, study the Scriptures, worship, and share in fellowship with other
Christians, we deepen our knowledge of and love for God. As we respond with compassion to
human need and work for justice in our communities, we strengthen our capacity to love our
neighbor. Our inner thoughts and motives, as well as our outer actions and behavior, are
aligned with God’s will and testify to our union with God.” (umc.org/what-we-believe/ourwesleyan-heritage)
So, there is always room for growth. None of us has reached perfection.
If we consider our commitments one by one, how are we doing?
Continued on next page

Covenants and Commitments, continued from page 1
Prayers – Are we praying for the church and its
ministries? Is there some room for growth in that
commitment?
Presence – Sometimes it’s simply showing up for
worship, for Bible studies, for outreach events, for choir
rehearsal, for breakfast. When we show up, we encourage
others to show up, too. How are we doing with that? Is
there room for growth?
Gifts – The biblical standard is the tithe, 10 percent of
income to the church for God’s work. “Bring the full tithe
into the storehouse, so that there may be food in my
house, and thus put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts;
see if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and
pour down for you an ever-flowing blessing.” (Malachi
3:10) Probably some room for growth there.
Service – Sometimes it’s more than showing up; it’s
serving a breakfast or a funeral dinner; it’s teaching a
Bible study; it’s working with children on Sunday
morning or at Vacation Bible School or Joyful Noise! Music
Camp; it’s serving on a committee or team; it’s getting
things done. Room for growth there? Maybe some reprioritizing needed?
Witness – Do people see Christ’s love in you? Do you see
Christ in the face of every person you meet? Some room
for growth there? Some maturity of faith, maybe?
The purpose of the church, the whole church, the body of
Christ, is to build up the church so that all people …
people in clothes that haven’t been washed in a while;
people with darker, or lighter, skin; people who lack the
mobility to get up and down stairs; people whose hair is
electric blue or who wear a hijab; people who want to
build walls; people who want to tear walls down … all
people might come to know the love of God in Jesus
Christ and so, too, to love others.
So, how are we doing at that? Can we grow into that
vision? In God’s grace, we will.
Pastor Pat

2 | June 2017

Since Easter morning the
sanctuary has been draped
with white cloth, a white
dossal cloth behind the
altar, and white paraments
on the lectern and pulpit.
The large cross itself has
been draped with white as
well. The swoop of the
hanging white cloth from
the front of the church to
the back is intended to
convey the radiance and
power of the resurrection
as it emanates outward
from the cross of Christ.
On June 4 the brilliant
red color of Pentecost is
added to the sanctuary
for one glorious day of
celebrating the fire of the
Holy Spirit. Following
Trinity Sunday on June 11,
after the many rich
liturgical seasons all the
way back from Advent to
Trinity Sunday, we enter
the lengthy "ordinary
time" with its simple green
liturgical color. | JO

From the Director of Music

Our third annual music
camp for children entering
grades 2-8 this fall will be
held July 17-20 from
9:00 am - 1:00 pm.
At Joyful Noise! music
camp, we will once again
offer a Christian musical
experience for children of
our church and the greater
community. It's another of
several ministries that
provide all of us with the
opportunity and challenge
to invite the children in
our neighborhood to come
to a worthwhile and fun
summer event.
Please pray for our efforts
again this year, and please
try to think of families
with children that you
might invite to be part of
this summer’s music camp
experience. Think beyond
your own families and
friends – look around your
neighborhoods and take
the initiative! | JO

As we transition into the summer months, our Handbell
Choir and Chancel Choir will be taking a break from
regular rehearsals and participating in worship. Sunday,
May 14 was the handbell choir's final offering and June 11
will be the Chancel Choir's final Sunday. So many of you
have offered kind words of appreciation for the music
these two groups offer throughout the year. I hope you
will take the time to personally thank at least a few of
these folks for the time and effort they put forth to make
the bells and choir an inspirational part of our worship
services.
As usual, our music during June, July, and August will
consist of solos, duets, and a few smaller ensembles. I've
also tried to bring in some singers from other churches in
the community, both so we can enjoy a broader array of
musical gifts from our guest musicians, and also so those
guest singers can experience the worship and fellowship
of our congregation.
One of our music interns, Kaleb Molina, will be leaving us
after nearly four years of singing, ringing, and playing
drums in the Praise Band. He will be taking up a teaching
position in Davenport, Iowa. He'll be around a bit more in
June, so I hope you will offer him a personal word of
thanks and good wishes. After being with us just this year,
our soprano music intern, Natalie Glitz, will not be able to
be in our choir due to her heavy double major course load
at the college. Both Natalie and Kaleb have been
wonderful additions to our music ministry. We give
thanks for them and pray them God's blessings.
I'm looking forward to attending a conference for church
musicians in Dallas from June 11-17. It's an opportunity to
attend workshops on various topics related to my work;
have a firsthand look at some new music for bells, choir,
piano, and organ; and to attend some wonderful services
of worship as well as recitals. One of the best things about
these events is to be able to attend worship services
without being responsible for the music! Church
musicians need that sort of renewal and re-energizing
once in a while. SDG | JO
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Who is Jesus to you?
In our overly busy world, with so many distractions and activities that seem never-ending,
it’s so easy to get side-tracked, to become like a congested highway – in the midst of
gridlock traffic. Sometimes I realize just how far away, how disconnected, from Jesus I
have become personally, and in those moments I find I’m asking myself, “Who is Jesus to
you?” And when that happens I realize it’s actually not me asking at all but rather his
spirit coming to me to show me just how big that disconnection is. Of course I know he is
my Savior, but sometimes, as with the busy-ness of the world, I get caught up more in the
serving of ministry than with my personal connection with Jesus. Even while I’m serving
at church, I need to continually and intentionally remember who Jesus is to me on a
personal connection.
I’m not alone in that. In Mark 8:27-29 we read, “Now Jesus and his disciples went out to
the towns of Caesarea Philippi; and on the road he asked his disciples, saying to them,
‘Who do men say that I am?’ So they answered, ‘John the Baptist; but some say, Elijah; and
others, one of the prophets.’ Jesus then said to them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ Peter
answered and said to him, ‘You are the Christ’.” In that reading we find that even the
disciples might have been more caught up in what others had to say, rather than in saying
first who Jesus is for themselves. And they were side by side with Jesus. So it’s easy to see
how in today’s world we can find ourselves disconnected through all the busy-ness we
face, even during our serving in ministry.
So how do we stay better connected? And how
do we answer the question of who Jesus is to us
individually? I read once that our personal
definition of who Jesus is should not be based on
what he is doing through us but rather what he
is to us personally. I believe the way we can all
stay better connected and in relationship with
Jesus personally is through intentional and
faithful prayer, meditation on his spoken word,
and through reflection on a daily basis of the
awesomeness of our Savior in thankfulness of
what was given for us, and through the love
from Jesus himself that we should exude in
everything we do in his name. And I believe that
we all have to personally ask and answer for
ourselves, “Who is Jesus to us?”
I hope we will all take some time to reflect on
this question and how each of us can stay better
connected in our personal relationship with
Jesus in all we do. Who is Jesus to you?
Blessings to you always | Melodie
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Now Jesus and his disciples
went out to the towns of
Caesarea Philippi;
and on the road he asked his
disciples, saying to them,
“Who do men say that I am?”
So they answered,
“John the Baptist;
but some say, Elijah;
and others, one of the
prophets.” He said to them,
“But who do you say
that I am?” Peter answered
and said to him,
“You are the Christ.”
(Mark 8:27-29, NKJV)

Missions and Ministries
Building Committee Update | As the
month of June begins, the Prayer Phase of
Our Heritage, Our Turn, God’s Tomorrow
has ramped up. From the pulpit, Pastor Pat
has inspired us with scripture and
personal testimony. When Commitment
Sunday arrives on June 11, there will be
plenty of good news.

An information letter was recently mailed
with a pledge card that can be returned on
June 11 at a commitment time during our
worship service. If you have not yet
received a pledge card and would like one,
please contact the office. Our early
commitments have been positive, but there
is lots more to be done.

John Ourensma, co-leader of the Prayer
Team, urged all of us to pray daily at noon
for the campaign, and a prayer walk was
held to focus on hearing God’s plan for the
future of this building and its ministries.

As we transition from the Prayer Phase to
the Commitment Phase, some important
activities are taking place. Renee’ Nestorak
has produced Fact Sheets, Pledge Cards,
and Frequently Asked Questions so that
information is readily available for all who
want to understand the scope and intent of
the building project. A representative of
Fibertec from Holt, Michigan conducted a
survey for the Hazardous Material Report
which is necessary before construction can
begin. The engineering and architect plans
are being still finalized. No date has yet
been set for construction to begin but all
indicators are moving forward. Of course,
the results of the Capital Campaign will
impact future decisions directly. But we
are moving forth with faith in God, in our
church family, and in service to this
community. Thank you for your continued
prayers, support, and interest. | Barb
Vallieu, Building Committee Chair

You are asked to continue to pray daily at
noon for our campaign while we are now
moving into the commitment phase of Our
Heritage, Our Turn, God’s Tomorrow. You
have been asked to imagine the sights and
sounds in this building from the last 150
years… Now, look ahead. During our
prayer walk we toured the four levels
affected by the elevator and tried to
discern the possibilities that full access
might provide.
Do you realize there has been a ministry
for preschoolers for more than 60 years?
We have even provided a playground for
little people. Isn’t it time now to offer all
people the opportunity to worship, work,
study, socialize, and be a part of this
church family?
When our building committee chose
the title for our campaign, we took
seriously the commitment of those
who built and sustained this church.
We chose Our Turn because we
realize that we are investing in
those who will be served according
to God’s plan for our future.
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2017 Graduates
It’s graduation time again and we reached
out to some graduates with association to
Hillsdale First United Methodist Church and
we heard back from three of them!
Tim Crumb, son of Claude and Jennifer
Crumb, recently graduated from Freedom
Farm Christian.
In the fall, he
will major in
Christian
counseling at
Jackson College.
Tim has fond
memories
of
attending and
participating in
the Wednesday night Lenten studies at our
church. This summer you’ll find him in the
custodial department of the Somerset Beach
Campgrounds. Best of luck to you, Tim!
Michael Helton,
great grandson of
Susie Eichler, is a
2017 graduate of
Pittsford. He will
also be attending
Jackson College
to pursue a major
in psychology.
Michael shared a
And the church’s youngest graduates just
completed their final year at Karan Jenkins
Preschool with a ceremony held in the
sanctuary on May 31. Congratulations to:
Front row (l-r): Sloane Burger, Madilyn
Peiffer, Aly Rodgers, Camryn Osburn.
Back row (l-r): Judah Keef, Kendall Osburn,
Tanner Sparks, Logan Barnes, Parker
Walton. (Not pictured: Hannah Favreau)
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memory he has of one Sunday morning while
attending church here with his grandma. He
went up to the front for a children’s sermon
with Pastor Curt, and he recalls being asked
what he’d do with a stopwatch. Michael
responded, “I’d see how fast it would take
Grandma to get to the car!” Does anyone
remember a little blonde-headed boy saying
that? If so, that was Michael Helton! Good
luck to you, Michael!
Trevor Kornak, son of Jeff and Michelle
Kornak,
graduated
from Hillsdale HS
where he was a 4letter varsity athlete.
Trevor will be going
to Eastern Michigan
studying to become a
surgical anesthetist.
He will also play
football. We’ll miss
seeing Trevor around
the church helping his dad clean, but wish
him all the best in his pursuits.
Anna Scheibner, daughter of James and Holly
Scheibner and granddaughter of Betty
Scheibner, also graduated this year from
Jonesville High School, where she was active
in their state-recognized, award-winning FFA
chapter. Blessings to Anna in her future
endeavors.

175 Years and Forward

From the
Archives

The
United
Methodist
Hymnal that we use in
worship was published in
1989 and, according to its
preface, “embodies our
former Methodist and
former Evangelical United
Brethren traditions”.

At the May 2016 General
Conference, the Hymnal
Revision Committee was
authorized to begin the
preparation of songs and
ritual resources for a new hymnal that could be
available in multiple forms of media by 2021.
In our archives is a first edition copy of the
1935 publication of The Methodist Hymnal. Its
contents united by joint
commission for the first time
since 1844 the traditions of
the Methodist Episcopal, the
Methodist Episcopal South,
and the Methodist Protestant
churches, once divided over
issues of slavery.
Of particular interest are the
handwritten notes above
some hymns indicating when they were used in worship. Hymns that echoed in our
sanctuary 80 years ago are still sung today in worship and memorial services.
The preface from this 1935 edition indicates that “the constraining motive” in every
[hymnal] revision is in accord with the counsel of the apostle Paul as he instructs in
Colossians 3:16: “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and
admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in
your hearts to the Lord.” May we continue to worship in song in this way, as we have for
175 years.
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Education News and Notes
June and July are months with children’s events that require help from many extra hands:
praying hands, helping hands, loving hands, cooking hands, serving hands, musical hands,
guiding hands, playing hands, friendly hands. Come and share all your hands with the
children of our community, our smallest neighbors, for Kids’ Fest, Vacation Bible School,
and the Joyful Noise! Music Camp. Ministry to and with children builds the future church!
Come share and rejoice!
Kids’ Fest, June 21 | Come and share the
love of Jesus with the children of our
community at Kids’ Fest on Wednesday,
June 21 from 10:00 am - 3:00 pm. We will
set up on the morning of the event. We will
have a sticker craft and hand out free bags
and mini beach balls. There will be sign-up
forms for Vacation Bible School and Music
Camp. Come and share the love of Jesus!
Sign-up sheets will be in the office soon!
Vacation Bible School | We will be heading
into the Maker Fun Factory for Vacation Bible
School this summer. We’ll start each evening
with music and a gathering time. Next we’ll
have our wonderful child-friendly supper
then head into our different stations: Bible
Discovery (where Bible stories come to life),
Imagination Station (crafts and science),
Game Makers (games on the lawn), and
KidVid Cinema. We’ll end with more music
and a quick wrap-up at our Funshop Finale.
There are so many ways that you can help
bring the love of Jesus to the children of our
community during VBS. Here are just a few:
pray, invite a neighbor, bring a neighbor,
help lead music, help with crafts, help tell
the Bible story, lead a small group of
children around to different stations, help put up decorations, help take down decorations,
help build decorations, help with games, and/or help with registration.
You can contact me at church on Sunday or Tuesday mornings, or email me anytime at:
bowen.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com. God loves you! And so do I! | Marla
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The name Joyful
Noise! Music Camp
came
from
the
opening verse of
Psalm 100: “Make a
joyful noise to the
LORD, all the earth.
Worship the LORD with gladness; come
into his presence with singing. Know
that the LORD is God. It is he that made
us, and we are his; we are his people,
and the sheep of his pasture. Enter his
gates with thanksgiving, and his courts
with praise. Give thanks to him, bless
his name. For the LORD is good; his
steadfast love endures forever, and his
faithfulness to all generations.” (NRSV)
There are several other psalms which call
God’s people to “make a joyful
noise” (Psalm 66, 95, and 98). Including
singing, some psalms say to use trumpets,

harps, horns, and lyres to make music to
the Lord. And while those are the only
instruments listed in the Bible, today there
are many more instruments and ways to
make a joyful noise to the Lord.
This year at the Joyful Noise! music camp,
one of our activities will be creating
instruments to make a “joyful noise” to
God. We could use help collecting supplies
if you would be willing to save and donate
the following items:
shoe boxes /other similar small boxes
oatmeal containers
paper towel tubes
coffee cans
plastic Easter eggs

Please bring items to the church by
Monday, July 10. Thank you for your help
to make a joyful noise to the Lord! | Reneé

We continue our celebration of 175 years of ministry with a Community Picnic to be held
on the church lawn on Saturday, June 24 from noon-2:00 pm. Ask how you can volunteer
to help. Invite friends and family for an afternoon of fun and fellowship. Come and share the
love of Christ with our neighbors as we begin the church’s next 175 years of ministry.
June 2017
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Bulletin Board Headlines
Prayer Requests | Prayers for anyone who
is in need of God’s comfort and peace.
Prayers for the church and its ministries.
Prayers for our graduates and students.
Current: Gail Clow, Bonnie Hinderer, Jackie
Mitchell
Continuing: Debbie Bigelow, Tom Bildner,
Jack Bowles, Lorna Busch, Chrissy Coles,
Shirley Connolly, Ethel Ferguson, Lynn
George, Kristine Hasty, Larry Jackson, Pat
Laurell, Jim and Bev Marks, Beckie Miller,
Bettie Monroe, Carolyn Parker, Gene Parker,
Bonnie Reamer, Betty Scheibner, Linda
Smith, Maggie Swan, Daryl Sweet, Carol
Tindall, Clifton Wells, Rev. Tamara Williams
In Nursing Care or at Home: Dorothy
Aspinall (in Illinois), Sammy Brink, B.J. Clark,
Shirley Connolly, Susie Eichler, Lois
Fosbender, Bev Hart, Bert Hill, Ruth Huston,
Jackie Mitchell, Bettie Monroe, Colleen
Ridenour, Bob Scholl, Carol Tindall
Serving in the Military: Ricardo Arellano,
Emily Mitchell

Note of Thanks
Thank you for the lovely luncheon in honor
of Mary Sodergren. Mary always spoke so
fondly of you all.
God Bless, The Sodergren and Engwall families

Anniversaries
June
22
June
23
June
26
June
26
June
27
July
8
July
10
July
28

Chuck and B.J. Holton
Roger and Pat Brook
Dick and Chris Deller
Rick and Vickie Lee
Janell Wilson and Joel Fontana
Bill and Joan VanArsdalen
Duke and Yvonne Anderson
Jeff and Martha Hart

Birthdays
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
May
July
July
July

Sue Walter
Beckie Miller
Andy Fontana
Bethany Bowen
Pat Vreeland
Joe Scheibner
Bob Scholl
Coby Nash
Mark Caldwell
Steve Monroe
Gela Vreeland
Shirley Connolly
Dorothy Merriman
Wanda Holland
Vickie Lee
Dennis Fadden
Matt Fontana
Brian Clow
Betty Holton
Dick Slagle
Dean Pilgrim
Tim Walter
Charlene White
Rick Piper
Anne Jensen
Noble Bertalon

3
4
8
10
11
14
16
17
20
20
21
22
25
27
1
9
10
13
14
14
17
21
21
24
26
29

Community

PICNIC

June 24
noon-2:00 pm

June 26-29
5:00-7:30 pm

July 17-20
9:00 am-1:00 pm

JUNE 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1

2
ANNUAL
CONFERENCE

Sat
3
ANNUAL
CONFERENCE

ANNUAL
CONFERENCE

6:30p Choir
8p Praise Band

4

5
ANNUAL
CONFERENCE
9:30a Worship
(Sanctuary)
11a Worship
(Fellowship Hall)

6

7 9:30a First Light 8

7p Boy Scouts

12p Kiwanis
6p Lions’ Club

1:30p Quilters
3p Capital
Campaign
6p First Light
6p Men’s Bible
Study
6:30p Radio Club

9
11a BLOOD
DRIVE
6:30p Choir
8p Praise Band

10
10a Private Event
(Fellowship Hall)

Board

11

12

9:30a Worship
(Sanctuary)
11a Worship
(Fellowship Hall)

13
5:30p Trustees
7p Boy Scouts

12p Kiwanis
7p Finance

GRADUATION
SUNDAY /
COMMITMENT
SUNDAY

18

19

9:30a Worship
11a Worship with
breakfast

25

20
6:30p Worship
Team
7p Boy Scouts
7:30p Ad Board

14
15
16
9:30a First Light
1p Love, INC
1:30p Quilters
6:30p Praise
6p First Light
Band
6p Men’s Bible
7p Radio Club
Study
6:30p Worship
Team Sanctuary
Prep
7:15 ONE Team

21
22
9:30a First Light
10a Kids Fest
1:30p Quilters
6p First Light
NEWSLETTER
6p Men’s Bible
DEADLINE
Study

12p Kiwanis
6:30p Habitat for
Humanity

23
6:30p Praise
Band

26
27
28
29
30
1:30p ArtWorks
12p Kiwanis
9:30a First Light
6:30p Praise
M-TH
5-7:30 pm / VBS: MAKER
FUN FACTORYBand
(Sanctuary)
Board
1:30p Quilters
11a Worship
7p Boy Scouts
6p First Light
(Fellowship Hall)
6p Men’s Bible
7p Singspiration
Study
(Allen UMC)
9:30a Worship

Vacation Bible School, M 6/26-Th 6/29, 5:00-7:30 pm

17

24
NOON-2P

COMMUNITY
PICNIC

Hillsdale First United Methodist Church
45 N. Manning St , Hillsdale, MI 49242
517.437.3681 | office.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com
www.hillsdalefirstumc.com
facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Pastor: Rev. Pat Brook
brook.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com
Director of Music: John Ourensma
ourensma.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com
Associate Director of Music: Renee Nestorak
nestorak.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com
Director of Educational Ministries: Marla Bowen
bowen.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com
Director of Youth Ministries/Church Administrator:
Pam Laurell, laurell.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com
Facilities Supervisor: Jeff Kornak
kornak.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com
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