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God Be with Ye

God be with ye … an affirmation of God’s eternal presence in
and among us through the Holy Spirit.
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In the sixteenth century, people were still saying, “God be
with ye” when taking leave from one another. By the
seventeenth century, the phrase was shortened to “goodbye.” I prefer the original phrase as I write this, my final
newsletter article to you.

God be with ye … as you continue the mission of Jesus Christ by loving one another as Jesus first
loved us.
God be with ye … as the renovation project continues to remind you that all people are God’s people.
God be with ye … as some ministries continue, some are let go, and new ones arise.
God be with ye … as I leave you as pastor but remain a friend.
God be with ye … as you welcome Rev. Rob McPherson as your pastor.
God be with ye,
Pastor Pat

Pastor Rob
Pastor Rob McPherson and his wife, Kristi, will be
moving to Hillsdale on June 20. Pastor Rob’s first
service with us will be on July 1 at 9:30 am.

Pastor Rob grew up all over the place:
Lansing, Flint, Grand Blanc, a couple of
suburbs of Philadelphia (his kids make fun
of him because he still says a few words
with a Philly accent), New Hampshire (he
didn't live there long enough to pick up a
New England accent), and Stevensville, MI
where he graduated from Lakeshore High
School. His grandparent's farm in Lowell,
MI was the one constant during all this
moving and feels as much like home as anywhere. His parents have retired to that farm.
After high school Rob attended the
University of Michigan and earned a
Bachelor of Arts
degree in English
Literature with a focus on fiction writing
and the Biblical influences on literature.
While there he met Kristi, who earned her
degree in Cellular Molecular Biology from
U of M. They married the summer after
graduation from college. After taking a
year to work and raise money, Rob
attended United Theological Seminary in
Dayton, OH. During this time, he worked as
a chaplain at an adult day care center, and
then spent two years as a student associate
pastor for a country church. Kristi found a
greater passion in serving others and
began her move toward employment in
areas more related to social work. She
worked as an office manager for the adult
day care where Rob was a chaplain,
became a certified activities director, and
had their first child, Hannah! They also
have two sons (Logan and Donovan). All
three children live in Ann Arbor: Hannah
works for U of M, Logan is looking for a job,
and Donovan has just finished his first year
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in the engineering school at U of M.
Since graduation, Rob has served five years
as an associate pastor at Grandville UMC,
seven years as the pastor of the United
Church of Ovid (a church that is both
United Methodist and United Church of
Christ), and 12 years as the pastor at
Buchanan First United Methodist Church.
He has also coached the Ovid-Elsie Varsity
Soccer team, been the chair of the board for
Love INC of Clinton County, and currently
serves on the Board of Ordained Ministry
for the Michigan Area of the United
Methodist Church as the chair of the
Michigan Candidacy Summit. Kristi has
been the executive director of Redbud Area
Ministries—a food, clothing, emergency
assistance agency in Buchanan, and has
been an instrument of Christ's love to
many people in need.
For fun Rob and Kristi play their musical
instruments, go kayaking, waste time on
computer games, collect fossils, and have a
large gallery of 'bad art'.
We welcome Pastor Rob and Kristi to
Hillsdale First UMC on July 1.

His Love, Our Story
A few weeks ago the New Testament scripture for the day
was from Ephesians 1:15-23. I found myself challenged
and yet wholeheartedly in awe of the scripture and the
message that Pastor Pat shared with us. The words that
God placed on her heart stayed with me and touched my
heart. Over the last several years her messages, her faith,
and her encouragement of our own faith journeys — to
share the love of Jesus so that others may come to have a
relationship with him too—have been a constant in my life.

Ephesians 1:15 (TLB)
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The message title on that Sunday was Peace be with You.
Since then I have been reading that same scripture,
Ephesians 1:15-23, from many Bible versions, and while
each version brings with it different feelings and thoughts,
the power of the message comes through, bringing peace.
This Living Bible version made my heart overflow:

I have never
stopped thanking
God for you.
I pray for you
constantly…

“That is why, ever since I heard of your strong faith in the Lord Jesus and of the love you have for
Christians everywhere, I have never stopped thanking God for you. I pray for you constantly, asking
God, the glorious Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, to give you wisdom to see clearly and really
understand who Christ is and all that he has done for you. I pray that your hearts will be flooded with
light so that you can see something of the future he has called you to share. I want you to realize that
God has been made rich because we who are Christ’s have been given to him! I pray that you will begin
to understand how incredibly great his power is to help those who believe him. It is that same mighty
power that raised Christ from the dead and seated him in the place of honor at God’s right hand in
heaven, far, far above any other king or ruler or dictator or leader. Yes, his honor is far more glorious
than that of anyone else either in this world or in the world to come. And God has put all things under
his feet and made him the supreme Head of the Church — which is his body, filled with himself,
the Author and Giver of everything everywhere.”

Wow! These amazing words speak so strongly to me! When I think of every heart being
flooded with light, all of our hearts combined, what a radiant light must be shining into the
world from that amount of Jesus’ light and love filling each one of us! What great love
Jesus has for the world, and what a great instruction he has given to us — to share that
love over and over again in our words, and our actions; in our giving, and our living;
flooding other hearts as he has flooded ours; loving others as he has loved us.
It is almost incomprehensible that the same power of God that raised Christ from the dead
is the power in the love he fills us with and expects us to share. We are to love others as
powerfully and abundantly as God loves Christ; as powerfully and faithfully as Christ loves
us so that all will know “the Author and Giver of everything everywhere” and share in the
future he promises. If anything has dampened God’s light and Christ’s love in you,
whatever it is, let go of it. God has already forgotten and forgiven so that the light he has
given to you can continue to flood your hearts and shine out to others. May it always be
that God’s love is our story, and may it always be that our “so that” is to share ` God’s love.
May peace be with you always. Melodie Coles, Lay Leader
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From the Director of Music
The Christian Year | Beginning June 3 we
entered a long period of "Ordinary Time"
represented with the color green in the
church's liturgical calendar. The Christian
Year – from the First Sunday in Advent,
through Christmas, Lent, Easter, Pentecost,
and finishing with Trinity Sunday (May 27
this year) – summarizes the entire plan of
God's salvation of the world through the
life of Jesus Christ. The lectionary guides us
through this great story and great covenant
God made with his people.
I'm grateful that through it all the joyful
song of the angels on Christmas Eve still
echoes in my ears, because I believe we
should always think of all of this as one big
complete story of God's love and grace. I
hope you have experienced that in some
richer and more meaningful way this time
around through the scriptures, the Word,
the music all coming together to help us
see God's love in Christ more clearly.
Construction | The construction did not
interrupt music rehearsal schedules, as our
spaces were easily accessible, and we were
able to continue as usual. The Chancel and
Handbell choirs have concluded their
normal rehearsals for the season, but we
plan to gather our full musical resources
for both Pastor Pat's final Sunday, June 24
and Pastor Rob's first Sunday, July 1.
Due to the risk of damage from the
microscopic particles of demolition
construction dust, we needed to carefully
protect our pipe organ for the duration of
the project. While there is no construction
in the sanctuary itself, experience tells us
that there will be dust in the air, and it will
get everywhere! So the three large tone
openings for the organ in the front chancel
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wall have been covered with plastic to keep
dust from settling on and in the pipes. The
organ blower, located in the music room, is
much closer to the construction mess and
is sealed off as well. Just one second of the
organ's blower running in dusty conditions
would allow the instrument to inhale a
lung full of damaging particles. The
intricate interior workings of a pipe organ
are very difficult and expensive to clean,
and replacing the organ as it is would cost
well over $750,000, so it’s well worth it to
take the extra precautions.

Joyful Noise! | I'm very excited about our
fourth annual Joyful Noise! music camp for
children entering grades 2-8 this fall. If you
know of family, friends, or neighbors who
might be interested, please let us know or
pass along a registration form by June 25.
I'm thankful to our Presbyterian neighbors
who have graciously agreed to let us hold
the event in their facilities this year. Please
help spread the word and also pray for this
outreach ministry. SDG, JO

Building Renovation Update
Left: Hallway from the lounge to the pastor’s office before construction. Right: Same hallway now.

Our onsite project manager, Jim Malthaner from Rockford Construction, reports the
following progress for our building project:
 The underground plumbing is being finalized with an inspection soon to follow.
 The old boilers have been disabled and will be removed from the basement.
 New concrete will be poured in the elevator pit this month.
 The elevator parts and pieces will start arriving by next month.
 We are keeping close to the original schedule.
Additional good news is that we are able to continue to worship every Sunday.
The construction is
moving ahead at a
rapid pace and the
invoices are coming
in just as rapidly.
Your timely pledge
payments help us
prolong the use of
our bank loan. To
date, 45% of pledges
made to the building
project have been
paid, and we are
very grateful for
your support.
While focusing on
your pledges to the
building fund, we
also encourage you
to continue to give equal care in meeting your pledges to the General Fund, as those
payments are currently falling behind. Your continued prayers, support, and stewardship
to both the building project and to the church’s ministries and operations are greatly
appreciated. Barbara Vallieu, Building Committee Chair
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Jaidyn Lee, made her first appearance in
Coldwater on March 31, 2000, with parents
Eastern Kentucky University
Vicki and Rick there to greet her! Little sister
Journalism/Communications
to Taylor and granddaughter to our former
Hobbies: Softball, Music
music director, Janet Lee, Jaidyn has grown
up before our eyes. Jaidyn reports that she
“The church has impacted
me in so many ways —
remembers with great fondness when her
Mission In A Box, music —
Grandma Janet Lee baptized her, with all of
but also, my church family
was by my side when I was in
the youth group kids she grew up with at her
the hospital my freshman
side supporting her.
year and helped me stay
positive and strong during
Jaidyn attended Hillsdale Community
my time of weakness.”
Schools and loves to reminisce about playing
in the sandbox in Mrs. Burgee’s kindergarten
room. “Everything was so easy and peaceful back then.” Fast forward twelve years, and we have a
young lady who is very interested in English, so much so she wrote “LOVE” in all capital letters
when responding to the interview questions about her favorite subjects! Now math, not so much!!
Softball is another favorite of Jaidyn’s, and she cherishes her memories of playing on the Hornet
softball team. She also enjoys listening to and playing music when she finds herself with free time.
Kentucky is a favorite spot to visit, especially at her uncle’s house, where she again noticed the
surrounding peace and quiet. Kentucky must have really made an impression, because Jaidyn
plans to attend Eastern Kentucky University to study Journalism and communications. She plans to
focus on sports journalism and social media communications.
Jaidyn, we wish you all the best as you begin the next chapter in your life. Hopefully, peace will
always follow you, since you have already learned to notice and appreciate it! Congratulations on
graduating with the Class of 2018!

2018 High School Graduates

Jaidyn Lee

Sam Nash was born on October 25,
Sam Nash
1999, to a proud set of first-time
Michigan State University
parents, Kerri and Brad Nash. Sam is
Pre-Med
the older brother to Coby, and we’ve
Hobbies: Sports, Fishing
also watched Sam and Coby grow up
“I have been attending this
before our eyes. Sam reports that
church since I was a small
one of his favorite church memories child
and have been changed
was participating in the front lawn by the great love and support
and faith I have been
Easter egg hunts! Perhaps that is
shown.”
where Sam learned to be super fast,
and he has transferred that speed to helping create a two-time state championship track team!
In addition, Sam is also an individual champion, as he was on the state champion 1600 meter relay
team in 2016, breaking the school record. Sam is an all-around athlete, also playing football and
basketball. When he isn’t competing in a meet or a game or practice, he enjoys playing his Xbox.
Sam has attended Hillsdale Community Schools since kindergarten and enjoyed science and
history classes. (Math, again, not so much!!)
Turks and Caicos Islands have been Sam’s favorite spots to visit. If you are like me and had to
Google these islands, you’ll learn that they are a collection of 40 low-lying coral islands south of
the Bahamas in the Atlantic Ocean.
Next year, Sam will be wearing green and white, as he plans to attend Michigan State University to
study pre-med. Congratulations, Sam, as you complete high school and begin your college career.
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Hillsdale became the birthplace of a
future artist, musician, and volunteer on
Adrian College
June 7, 2000, when Alivia Rebeck was
Biochemical Engineering/Math
born to Danielle and Robert Rebeck.
Hobbies: Martial Arts, Violin,
Years later, just last month, Alivia was
Reading, Drawing, Painting
named the youth recipient of Jonesville’s
“I knew from the moment I
walked into the church with
Citizen of the Year Award, which makes
my mom and dad that this is
our church home to two award winners
where I belonged...we were
(with Alivia following in the footsteps of
showered with handshakes
and smiles [and I felt an]
our own Colton Easterday!)
intense spiritual connection
with God.”
Alivia loves spending time with her great
grandma, whom she calls “amazing”. She
also loves art and spends lots of time drawing and painting. Her favorite high school memory was
being asked to build a sculpture for the Jonesville branch of County National Bank. She credits her
parents as support for the project, as well as a favorite high school teacher, John Loveless.
Just when math was getting such bad press, Alivia sweeps in with a win! Math is Alivia’s favorite
subject! She likes the way everything can be perfectly calculated, but also feels that it is a creative
subject, because of its strategic problem-solving. Conversely, she isn’t a fan of history, favoring
critical thinking over memorization.
Alivia has enjoyed traveling to Smithville, Tennessee, a small town with only one store…Walmart.
She reports that it feels like “home” to her.
While Alivia is rather new to our congregation, she has already shown us her volunteering spirit.
One of her favorite church memories is the first time she was the Liturgist. She appreciated the
“connectedness” she felt to the congregation.
Next year, Alivia plans to go to Adrian College to study biochemistry and/or mathematics.
Congratulations on your graduation from Jonesville High School, and much success and happiness
as you enter the next phase of your life.

Alivia Rebeck

2018 High School Graduates

May Liu is an exchange student living with John,
Val, and Sydney White. May was born in April
2001 in Jinan, China, a city of 5 million people
that is the capital of Shandong province.
May participated in graduation at Hillsdale High
School as an exchange student, but she is just a
(Sitong) May Liu
sophomore. She hopes to continue attending
Hillsdale High School
school in the United States, but she would have
Visiting Student
to do so at a private high school. When asked
May
commented
that all
what she liked about school here, May said that
the people at our church
the people are so nice and kind. What she found are so nice to her and she
most surprising is that she can choose her is glad that Val, John, and
Sydney bring her to
classes here, because in China, students are not
church.
able to choose their own classes.
Since she’s been in Hillsdale, May has participated in Quiz Bowl and Key Club. She also joined the
tennis team and loves it! May added that she and her family really appreciate Val and John. She said
that she feels that they are like her parents and Sydney is like her sister. She is happy each and
every day with them and feels so lucky that she has met them.
I’m sure that I speak for the whole congregation in wishing May the best of luck as she continues
school at the location of her choosing. We hope you get the chance to visit often!
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Summer Events
Community Picnic: Saturday, June 23,
noon-2:00 pm | There will be a free lunch
under the big tent on the front lawn, along
with games, music, and activities for kids of
all ages. Everyone is welcome, and
everything is free.
The picnic is also an informal celebration
to recognize Pastor Pat’s retirement after
19 years of ministry.
This annual event provides an excellent
opportunity to invite someone or to just
come and share the love of Christ with all
who attend.
Joyful Noise! Music Camp: Monday, July 16-Thursday, July 19, 9:00 am– 1:00 pm | We
will once again offer Joyful Noise!, a Christian music camp experience for children and
youth entering grades 2-8 this fall. Due to our construction, we are pleased that First
Presbyterian Church has graciously offered the use of their facilities for this year’s camp.
The Joyful Noise! staff, led by Associate Director of Music, Renee Nestorak and Director of
Music, John Ourensma, includes several trained musicians and experienced teachers who
have a passion for nurturing children to be growing in the Christian faith.
The vocal music will all be of a Christian nature and the whole camp experience aims to
share and celebrate God's love while participants discover together how the wonders of
sound and the unique language of music are all a part of God's amazing creation. The four
-day event is free, but registration is required and due by Monday, June 25.
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Pastor Transitions
Farewell Service: Sunday, June 24, 9:30
am | There will be only one service of
worship at 9:30 am on Sunday, June 24.
During this farewell service we will offer
our gratitude and prayers to Pastor Pat on
her retirement after 19 years of ministry.
We invite your prayers and presence as
we offer our thanks and best wishes to
Pastor Pat and Roger and their family.
Welcome Service: Sunday, July 1, 9:30
am | There will be only one service of
worship at 9:30 am on Sunday, July 1.
During this service we will offer our
welcome and prayers to Pastor Rob
McPherson as he begins his journey with
us as our new pastor. We invite your
prayers and presence as we welcome
Pastor Rob and his wife Kristi and their
family.

Jeremiah 31:33-34 (NRSV)
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...says the Lord:
“I will put my law within them,
and I will write it on their hearts;
and I will be their God,
and they shall be my people.
No longer will they say to one another,
‘know the Lord,’
for they will all know me;
for I will forgive their iniquity
and remember their sin no more.”
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Bulletin Board Headlines
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June
Anniversaries
Chuck and BJ Holton
Roger and Pat Brook
Dick and Chris Deller
Rick and Vickie Lee
Joel Fontana and
Janell Wilson
Birthdays
Sue Walter
Beckie Miller
Jimmy Haslam
Andy Fontana
Bethany Bowen
Pat Vreeland
Joe Scheibner
Coby Nash
Mark Caldwell
Steve Monroe
Gela Vreeland
Shirley Connolly
Dorothy Merriman
Wanda Holland

10
28
1
9
10
13
14
14
17
21
21
24
26
29
29

July
Anniversaries
Duke and Yvonne Anderson
Jeff and Martha Hart
Birthdays
Vickie Lee
Dennis Fadden
Matt Fontana
Brian Clow
Betty Holton
Dick Slagle
Dean Pilgrim
Tim Walter
Charlene White
Rick Piper
Anne Jensen
Noble Bertalon
James Scheibner

Notes of Thanks
I would like to thank everyone for their prayers,
phone calls, notes, and cards during my back
surgery. I am doing much better, and I thank God
for the strength and encouragement during my
recovery. God bless you all. And peace be with
you. Carol Stanley

Prayer Requests
Prayers for anyone who is in need
of God’s comfort and peace.
Continuing: Tom and Pat Bildner,
Wendy Billman, Jack Bowles, Jackie
Budd, Lorna Busch, Aaron Delauter,
Kristine Hasty, Pat Laurell, Peg Long,
Kyle Maystead, Bettie Monroe,
Carolyn Parker, Gene Parker, Jack
Reamer, Betty Scheibner, Maggie
Swan, Daryl Sweet, Maribeth
Watkins, Gary Welch, Frances Wells,
Rev. Tamara Williams
In Nursing Care or at Home:
Dorothy Aspinall (in Illinois),
Sammy Brink, B.J. Clark, Shirley
Connolly, Susie Eichler, Lois
Fosbender, Bert Hill, Ruth Huston,
Jackie Mitchell, Bettie Monroe,
Colleen Ridenour, Betty Scheibner
Serving in the Military: Ricardo
Arellano, Emily Mitchell

Dear Pastor Pat, Pam, and everyone else at your
church… I sincerely thank all for the lovely surprise
of your gifts, flowers, and cards. Surely it was not
expected—especially since I’m the one who feels
blessed to be knowing you more personally. And I
am more than glad for the opportunity to serve you
as best I can. Thank you for blessing me. Love, Irma
(First Presbyterian Church)

Foundation Report
The Foundation balance was $688,801 on March 31, down from $721,661 at the beginning of the year. Both
balances reflect distributions that have been approved but not yet paid. Approved, unpaid distributions were
$21,855 on March 31 and $10,000 at the beginning of the year.
There were no donations to the Foundation during the quarter. One distribution was approved, up to $1,855
to refurbish the handbells. The committee approved last year a $10,000 donation to the capital campaign, Our
Heritage, Our Turn, God’s Tomorrow for 2018.
The spending target for the year is $37,935, which includes 4% of the year-end balance and a carry-forward of
unused income from 2017. A previously contemplated expense of $15,000 to replace the parsonage roof will
be paid for with other funds. This leaves approximately $26,080 available for distribution this year.
Foundation committee members Martha Smith and Don Gambill hosted coffee hour between services on
March 25. There they spoke with congregants and distributed copies of the Foundation 2017 annual
report. Contact Martha or Don if you would like a copy. Don Gambill, Foundation Chair
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JUNE 2018
Sun

3

Mon

9:30a Worship 4
(Sanctuary)
11a Worship
((Sanctuary)

Tue

Wed

5
7p Boy Scouts

Thu

6
6p Lions Club

7

Sat

1

2

8

9

6:30p Radio Club
Board

10 9:30a Worship 11
12
13
14
(Sanctuary)
5:30p Trustees
6:30p Finance
6p ONE Team
11a Worship
7p Boy Scouts
(Sanctuary)
Brooks’ move date

17 9:30a Worship 18
19
20
(Sanctuary)
6:30p Worship
6:30p Habitat
11a Worship/
Team
breakfast
7p Boy Scouts
(Elks Lodge)

24 9:30a Worship 25
26
(Sanctuary)
1:30p ArtWorks
7p Singspiration
7p Ad Board
(Jerome UMC)
7p Boy Scouts

Fri

27

1p Love INC

21

15
16
9a Hillsdale OAC
Meeting

22

23
Noon-2:00p
Picnic

McPhersons’
move date

28

6p Building
Committee

29
30
9a Hillsdale OAC
Meeting

Reminders | Pastor Pat and Roger move out of the parsonage on June 11 and into their
new home in East Lansing on June 12. (Address: 1653 Cahill, East Lansing, MI 48823)
Pastor Rob and Kristi move into the parsonage on June 20.
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Hillsdale First United Methodist Church
45 N. Manning St , Hillsdale, MI 49242
517.437.3681 | office.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com
www.hillsdalefirstumc.com
facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Pastor: Rev. Pat Brook
brook.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com
Director of Music: John Ourensma
ourensma.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com
Associate Director of Music: Renee Nestorak
nestorak.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com
Church Administrator/Director of Youth Ministries
Pam Laurell, laurell.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com
Facilities Supervisor: Jeff Kornak
kornak.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com
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