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Isaac and Rebekah 



“And let it come to pass, that the damsel to whom I shall say, Let down thy pitcher, I pray thee, that I may
drink; and she shall say, Drink, and I will give thy camels drink also: let the same be she that thou hast

appointed for thy servant Isaac; and thereby shall I know that thou hast shewed kindness unto my master.”
GENESIS. 24:14

A BRIDE FOR ISAAC
(GENESIS 24:1-67)
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Matthew 11:28-30

"Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my

yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will

find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light." Matthew 11:28-

30 (NIV)
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Sermon Title: "A Bride for Isaac"

Scripture Reading: Genesis 24:1-67

TENT TIME:

Let children cover a table with sheets or blankets and have part of their class under the table in the new

TENT. Talk about today's lesson and children can quote Bible verses about God's love and caring for them,

or have someone come to the classroom as Rebecca or Isaac to tell the story under the TENT.

WELL RELAY:

Divide the children into teams and play a relay, as children run to a table, drink a dixie cup of juice or water

and run back to the next player. Continue to play until all the children have had a chance to play.

TENT BUILDING:

Give children supplies to build a tent. Supplies will be craft sticks to tie together at the top in a teepee type

of tent and cover with their choice of a piece of colorful cloth. Small mini twigs and be glued together and a

little wadded up piece of yellow or orange tissue paper stuck in the twig pile to represent a little campfire

outside their tent. Let children talk about today's story and God's provisions for us as well.

BIBLE TIME:

Children can have a Bible Sword drill, using verses that will encourage children to know that GOD cares for

them and watches over everything they do. Children will hold their Bibles up when saying "Swords Up"..

give the scripture for the children too look and children will repeat the scripture and then say, CHARGE and

children will look up scripture and then stand to read the verse. If children are little, they can find a word

around the room that the teacher tells them to look for, that will have something to say about GOD's love

for us always.

HEAD BANDS:

Provide children with long strip of colorful paper, to write GOD PROVIDES, or GOD LOVES ME, or other

words from today's Bible lesson and decorate with glitter or stickers, and then children can wrap the strip

of paper around their forehead and tape the ends together.

WRIST BANDS:

Children can be given shorter strips of paper to write GOD HELPS US... adding stickers and then tape

around the wrist. If children would like to draw eyes or add craft moving eyes to their wrist bands, they

could then write GOD WATCHES OUT FOR ME!

BUBBLE TIME:

Let children blow bubbles outside and pop all the bubbles they can reach. Every time they pop a bubble,

they can shout out ideas of how GOD shows His love for them and provides all that they need.
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FACE PAINTING:

Children can take turns face painting a happy face or a heart or a cross on each other's face cheeks or the

back of their hands and talk about GOD's Love for us. If weather is warm and children would like to take off

their shoes outside, the children could paint a symbol on each other's feet if desired. Rocks could also be

painted.

SHAPES BUILDING:

Give children many different cut out shapes of various colors of construction paper. Each child can receive a

piece of construction paper to use the shapes in forming a man and woman, Isaac and Rebecca, from our

story. Have some lace material for children to use on Rebecca as the bride. Children can write words from

today's Bible verse or our lesson today, to remember how GOD provided. Felt material, craft eyes, etc can

be given to children as they do their Isaac and Rebecca SHAPE BUILDING.

SING A SONG:

GOD ANSWERS PRAYER, GOD IS SO GOOD

SHARE A SNACK:

Share a snack with the children that they can eat under their table TENT that was used during the lesson!

Small boxes of M&M's or Raisinettes or cookies or trail mix would be a fun snack IN their tent! If a

microwave is available to melt a marshmallow, then children could put a warmed marshmallow, piece of

chocolate bar in between 2 graham crackers and have a tent s'more!

Song: "God Answers Prayer" by Ken Bible

Words and music (pdf)

MP3 Piano Accompaniment

Song: "God Is So Good" - Traditional

Words and music (pdf)

MP3 Piano Accompaniment

These songs are in the public domain and can be downloaded and reproduced for ministry purposes.
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https://sermons4kids.com/storage/11504/god_is_so_good.pdf
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A Bride for Isaac 

Elementary Lesson 

Theme: God gives Isaac a wife 

Scripture:  Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67 

Memory Verse:  “Isaac brought her into the tent of his mother Sarah, and he married Rebekah. So 

she became his wife, and he loved her.” Genesis 24:67a (NIV) 

Get Ready: Click here to get your complete supply list for this lesson. 

 

The Children’s Sermon: 

Get Ready: Prepare kids that you will give them clues to act out during today’s lesson.  
 

Do This:  
 

Say: Has anyone here ever heard the story of Cinderella?  It is a beautiful fairy tale about poor 
Cinderella who went to a ball at the royal palace of the Prince. Cinderella was the most 
beautiful one at the ball and, when the Prince saw her, it was love at first sight. (Have all the 
kids go “AHHHH.”) 
 
But then things took a turn for the worse. At midnight, Cinderella's beautiful dress turned back 
into her dirty work dress and she ran from the ball so that the prince would not see her. As she 
ran, one of her glass slippers came off and was left behind. (Have all the kids take off a shoe.) 
The Prince searched the entire country to find the one who could fit into that glass slipper. You 
know what happened! He found Cinderella and the slipper fit (Have all the kids put their shoe 
back on.) The Prince and Cinderella married and lived happily ever after. What a beautiful love 
story. (Invite all the kids to clap.) 

Today, I want to tell you another beautiful love story. It’s the story of Isaac and Rebekah. 
(Invite kids to repeat the names Isaac and Rebekah.) 

You may remember that Isaac was the son of Abraham. When Isaac had grown up, it was time 
for him to get married. Abraham wanted Isaac to marry someone from his homeland, but he 
did not want Isaac to leave the place where they were living. So Abraham decided to send one 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=149


of his servants to find a wife for Isaac and bring her back to him. (Have all the kids say,  “Go, 
find a wife!”) 

The servant was happy to help his master, but he was not sure how he would know which girl 
was the right one for Isaac. He took 10 camels and lots of gifts for the new bride and began a 
long journey. As he walked, he prayed that God would help him to know how to find the right 
wife for Isaac. (Invite kids to make a walking sound on the floor with their feet or hands.) 

When the servant reached Abraham's homeland, he saw a well. That gave him an idea! He 
prayed that God would send the girl who was to be Isaac's wife to the well to get water. The 
servant would ask her for a drink. If the girl gave him a drink and then offered to give a drink of 
water to his camels without even being asked, he would know she was the one that God 
wanted to be Isaac's wife. (Lead kids in making drinking noises.) 

As the servant sat by the well, a girl came to the well. The servant asked her for a drink and 
she happily got him a drink. Then she looked around and saw his camels nearby and offered to 
give water to his camels, too! It happened exactly as he had asked of God!! (Have kids repeat 
“Hooray!” after you. ) 

The servant gave her beautiful jewelry. He asked her who her father was and asked if he and 
his camels could spend the night at her house. She took the servant back to her home where 
he met her brother Laban. When they learned that Abraham had sent the servant to find a wife 
for Isaac, and that the Lord had shown him that Rebekah was the special woman that God had 
chosen for Issac, they were so happy. (Ask kids to make their happiest face.) 

They left the camels and gifts with Laban and headed for Isaac's home. When Rebekah saw 
Isaac in the distance, she was so excited. When Isaac saw Rebekah, it was love at first sight. 
They got married right away. And Isaac loved Rebekah very much! (Have kids all cheer in 
unison.) 

Pray: Dear God, We are so thankful that you provide for our needs. Help us to trust you to give 
us what we need. In Jesus’ name, amen.  

 
 
Bible Memory Verse:   “Isaac brought her into the tent of his mother Sarah, and he married 

Rebekah. So she became his wife, and he loved her.” Genesis 24:67a (NIV) 
 

Scripture Headbands 

You’ll Need:   
● Paper headbands that fit around the heads of the children 



  
 

Get Ready: On each headband write a word or phrase from today’s Bible memory verse.  
 
 
 

Do This:  
Put a Scripture headband on the head of each child. Instruct kids that they are to look at one 
another’s headbands and put themselves in order to make today’s memory verse.  
 
Time them and tell them how long they took. At the end, have the kids read the whole memory verse 
together.  
 
Scramble kids and repeat the process. 
 

Say: God knew exactly who Isaac was to marry. God has a plan for every detail of our lives. 
That is good news.  

 

At-Home Alternative: Scripture Headbands 

Write the words to the Bible memory verse on 3X5 cards instead of headbands. Have 

kids unscramble the cards and put the Bible memory verse in order. 
 

Bible Interactive Experience:  

God Cares 
 

You’ll Need:  
● A large piece of newsprint per group 
● Markers - several per group 

 
Do This: 
 
Explain that you are giving each child a Scripture passage to look up. Their job will be to look up the 
passage in their Bible and draw a picture of that Scripture to share with the class. Here are the 
possible Scriptures each person can look up to see how God cares for them:  



- Psalm 23:1-3 
- Psalm 32:8 
- Isaiah 43:2 
- Isaiah 41:13 
- Hebrews 13:6 
- John 14:27 
- Matthew 5:4 

 
After children have completed their pictures, invite them to share with the class. Have each child read 
the Scripture as they show and describe the picture.  
 
Ask:  

● What do these verses teach you about God’s care for you?  
● How do they help you trust God more? 

 
 

 

“A Bride for Isaac” Video Lesson  
You’ll Need:  

● “A Bride for Isaac” video lesson 
● Something to play the video 

 

Do This: 
Show kids the “A Bride for Isaac” video.  
 
Afterward, ask:  

● Which wedding tradition was your favorite and why? 
● Would you like to get married in a tent like Isaac and Rebekah? 
● How did God provide for Isaac? 

 
Say: God provided a wife for Isaac. While all weddings look different, we can learn from 
today’s Bible lesson that God alone provides exactly what we need.  

 

 

Tent Treat  
You’ll Need:  
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● Graham Crackers (3 squares per child) 

● Marshmallow cream or cake icing 

● Plastic knives 

● Plates 

 

Do This:   
 
Say: In today’s Bible lesson, we learn that Isaac brought Rebekah into his mother Sarah’s tent 
and he married her. Let’s make some tents out of graham crackers today.  
 
 
Have kids follow these steps to make their Tent Treat. 

● Place three graham cracker squares on your plate. 

● Use the marshmallow cream or cake icing to hold the graham crackers together to make 

a triangle that looks like a tent.  

● Enjoy. 

 

 

Well Relay 
You’ll Need:  

● Two large buckets 

● Two smaller buckets 

● A small paper cup per child 

● A place to play outside 

 

Do This:  
 
Place the large buckets, full of water, on one side of the room and the small, empty, buckets, across 
from each bucket on the other side of the room. Divide the class into two teams.  

 

Play the game as follows: 

● Have the teams line up in a straight line with each person going only when the player 

before them returns.  



● Each player walks down to the “well,” the large bucket of water, and scoops water into 

their cup. They hold the cup over their head as they walk back.  

● When they make it back to their team’s empty bucket, they pour their cup of water into 

the bucket.  

● Once all players have gone, see which team has more water in their home bucket.  

 

Say: A well played an important role in today’s Bible lesson. The servant went to the well 
and prayed that God would send the girl he was to bring back for Isaac to marry. The 
servant would know it was the girl if she offered him and his camels something to drink. 
This is exactly what Rebekah did and the servant knew she was to be Isaac’s wife.  
 

At-Home Alternative: Well Relay 

You can play this game with everyone in your family. Instead of racing with 

teams, your family can race against the clock. Set a timer and start playing.  
 

Tent Building  
 

You’ll Need:  
● Random supplies per group 

○ Legos 

○ Playing cards 

○ Paper 

○ Tape 

 

 

Do This:  
 

Make a pile of the random supplies. Give kids plenty of room to work.  
 
Have kids use the supplies to each make the best tent possible in five minutes. these steps to 
make their tent in five minutes. 

 
Call time after five minutes, then the adult teachers in the room pick the best tent.  
 



Ask:  
● What are some places people get married today?  
● Why do people want to get married? 
● What role does God play in people finding someone to marry? 

 
Say: In today’s Bible lesson, we learned that Isaac married Rebekah in his mother’s tent. 
God provided a wife for Isaac in a unique way and proves God knows what is best for us.  
 

 

Wedding Flower Prayers 

You’ll Need:  
● Live or fake flowers (one per child) 

Do This: 
 

Say: Flowers are a big part of weddings today. Today we will use flowers as a way to pray 
to God about concerns in our lives.  
 
Follow these steps: 

● Have kids sit apart from one another in the room.  
● Give each child a flower to hold.  
● Instruct them to pray silently holding their flower. Invite them to ask God for things they 

need. 
● Explain that when they are done praying they are to hold their flower quietly while others 

finish. 
● When everyone finishes praying, explain that on the count of three everyone will say 

“God answers prayer!” aloud together and then throw their flower in the air.  
 
Say: Today’s Bible lesson teaches us that God answers prayer and provides for us! You 
can go pick up your flower and take it home as a reminder of your prayers to God.  
 

 

Time to Praise God 
 

You’ll Need: 
● Song: "God Answers Prayer" 

Words and Music  

MP3 Accompaniment Track (right click to save to your computer)  

https://sermons4kids.com/storage/11503/god_answers_prayer.pdf
https://sermons4kids.com/god-answers-prayer


 

 
This song is in the public domain and may be freely downloaded and reproduced for religious or 
educational use by churches, schools, home schoolers, and other non-profit organizations. 

● Song: "God Is So Good" 

Words and Music 

MP3 Accompaniment Track (right click to save to your computer) 
 
This song is in the public domain and may be freely downloaded and reproduced for religious or 
educational use by churches, schools, home schoolers, and other non-profit organizations. 

Do This: 

Say: One way we can see God’s love for us is through the way He cares for us and 
answers prayers. Let’s worship our good God now.  

Lead children in singing "God Answers Prayer" and “God Is So Good.” 

If You Have Extra Time… 
A Bride for Isaac Crossword 
A Bride for Isaac Decoder 
A Bride for Isaac Word Search 
 
 

Complete Supply List:  
● Markers 
● Graham Crackers  

● Marshmallow cream or cake icing 

 

 

Back to top 
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At-Home Lesson 

Theme: God gives Isaac a wife 

Scripture: Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67 

Get Ready: Click here to get your complete supply list for this lesson. 

 

The Children’s Sermon: 

Get Ready: Prepare kids that you will give them clues to act out during today’s lesson.  
 

Do This:  
 

Say: Has anyone here ever heard the story of Cinderella?  It is a beautiful fairy tale about poor 
Cinderella who went to a ball at the royal palace of the Prince. Cinderella was the most 
beautiful one at the ball and, when the Prince saw her, it was love at first sight. (Have all the 
kids go “AHHHH.”) 
 
But then things took a turn for the worse. At midnight, Cinderella's beautiful dress turned back 
into her dirty work dress and she ran from the ball so that the prince would not see her. As she 
ran, one of her glass slippers came off and was left behind. (Have all the kids take off a shoe.) 
The Prince searched the entire country to find the one who could fit into that glass slipper. You 
know what happened! He found Cinderella and the slipper fit (Have all the kids put their shoe 
back on.) The Prince and Cinderella married and lived happily ever after. What a beautiful love 
story. (Invite all the kids to clap.) 

Today, I want to tell you another beautiful love story. It’s the story of Isaac and Rebekah. 
(Invite kids to repeat the names Isaac and Rebekah.) 

You may remember that Isaac was the son of Abraham. When Isaac had grown up, it was time 
for him to get married. Abraham wanted Isaac to marry someone from his homeland, but he 
did not want Isaac to leave the place where they were living. So Abraham decided to send one 
of his servants to find a wife for Isaac and bring her back to him. (Have all the kids say,  “Go, 
find a wife!”) 

The servant was happy to help his master, but he was not sure how he would know which girl 
was the right one for Isaac. He took 10 camels and lots of gifts for the new bride and began a 
long journey. As he walked, he prayed that God would help him to know how to find the right 
wife for Isaac. (Invite kids to make a walking sound on the floor with their feet or hands.) 
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When the servant reached Abraham's homeland, he saw a well. That gave him an idea! He 
prayed that God would send the girl who was to be Isaac's wife to the well to get water. The 
servant would ask her for a drink. If the girl gave him a drink and then offered to give a drink of 
water to his camels without even being asked, he would know she was the one that God 
wanted to be Isaac's wife. (Lead kids in making drinking noises.) 

As the servant sat by the well, a girl came to the well. The servant asked her for a drink and 
she happily got him a drink. Then she looked around and saw his camels nearby and offered to 
give water to his camels, too! It happened exactly as he had asked of God!! (Have kids repeat 
“Hooray!” after you. ) 

The servant gave her beautiful jewelry. He asked her who her father was and asked if he and 
his camels could spend the night at her house. She took the servant back to her home where 
he met her brother Laban. When they learned that Abraham had sent the servant to find a wife 
for Isaac, and that the Lord had shown him that Rebekah was the special woman that God had 
chosen for Issac, they were so happy. (Ask kids to make their happiest face.) 

They left the camels and gifts with Laban and headed for Isaac's home. When Rebekah saw 
Isaac in the distance, she was so excited. When Isaac saw Rebekah, it was love at first sight. 
They got married right away. And Isaac loved Rebekah very much! (Have kids all cheer in 
unison.) 

Pray: Dear God, We are so thankful that you provide for our needs. Help us to trust you to give 
us what we need. In Jesus’ name, amen.  

 

“A Bride for Isaac” Video Lesson  
You’ll Need:  

● “A Bride for Isaac” video lesson 
● Something to play the video 

 

Do This: 
Show kids the “A Bride for Isaac” video.  
 
Afterward, ask:  

● Which wedding tradition was your favorite and why? 
● Would you like to get married in a tent like Isaac and Rebekah? 
● How did God provide for Isaac? 

 
Say: God provided a wife for Isaac. While all weddings look different, we can learn from 
today’s Bible lesson that God alone provides exactly what we need.  

https://sermons4kids.com/a-bride-for-isaac


 

 

Tent Treat  
You’ll Need:  

● Graham Crackers (3 squares per child) 

● Marshmallow cream or cake icing 

● Plastic knives 

● Plates 

 

Do This:   
 
Say: In today’s Bible lesson, we learn that Isaac brought Rebekah into his mother Sarah’s tent 
and he married her. Let’s make some tents out of graham crackers today.  
 
 
Have kids follow these steps to make their Tent Treat. 

● Place three graham cracker squares on your plate. 

● Use the marshmallow cream or cake icing to hold the graham crackers together to make 

a triangle that looks like a tent.  

● Enjoy. 

 

 

Tent Building  
 

You’ll Need:  
● Random supplies per group 

○ Legos 

○ Playing cards 

○ Paper 

○ Tape 

 

 

Do This:  



 

 
Make a pile of the random supplies. Give kids plenty of room to work.  
 
Have kids use the supplies to each make the best tent possible in five minutes. these steps to 
make their tent in five minutes. 

 
Call time after five minutes, then the adults in the room pick the best tent.  
 
Ask:  

● What are some places people get married today?  
● Why do people want to get married? 
● What role does God play in people finding someone to marry? 

 
Say: In today’s Bible lesson, we learned that Isaac married Rebekah in his mother’s tent. 
God provided a wife for Isaac in a unique way and proves God knows what is best for us.  
 

 

If You Have Extra Time… 
A Bride for Isaac Crossword 
A Bride for Isaac Decoder 
A Bride for Isaac Word Search 
 
 
 

Complete Supply List:  
● Markers 
● Graham Crackers  

● Marshmallow cream or cake icing 

 

 

Back to top 
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A Bride for Isaac

Theme

God gives Isaac a wife

Object

A Cinderella book

Scripture

Genesis 24:67

Has anyone here ever heard the story of Cinderella?  It is a beautiful fairy tale about poor

Cinderella who went to a ball at the royal palace of the Prince. Cinderella was the most

beautiful one at the ball and, when the Prince saw her, it was love at first sight. (Have all the

kids go “AHHHH.”)

But then things took a turn for the worse. At midnight, Cinderella's beautiful dress turned back

into her dirty work dress and she ran from the ball so that the prince would not see her. As she

ran, one of her glass slippers came off and was left behind. (Have all the kids take off a shoe.)

The Prince searched the entire country to find the one who could fit into that glass slipper. You

know what happened! He found Cinderella and the slipper fit (Have all the kids put their shoe

back on.) The Prince and Cinderella married and lived happily ever after. What a beautiful love

story. (Invite all the kids to clap.)

Today, I want to tell you another beautiful love story. It’s the story of Isaac and Rebekah. (Invite

kids to repeat the names Isaac and Rebekah.)

You may remember that Isaac was the son of Abraham. When Isaac had grown up, it was time

for him to get married. Abraham wanted Isaac to marry someone from his homeland, but he

did not want Isaac to leave the place where they were living. So Abraham decided to send one

of his servants to find a wife for Isaac and bring her back to him. (Have all the kids say,  “Go,

find a wife!”)
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The servant was happy to help his master, but he was not sure how he would know which girl

was the right one for Isaac. He took 10 camels and lots of gifts for the new bride and began a

long journey. As he walked, he prayed that God would help him to know how to find the right

wife for Isaac. (Invite kids to make a walking sound on the floor with their feet or hands.)

When the servant reached Abraham's homeland, he saw a well. That gave him an idea! He

prayed that God would send the girl who was to be Isaac's wife to the well to get water. The

servant would ask her for a drink. If the girl gave him a drink and then offered to give a drink of

water to his camels without even being asked, he would know she was the one that God

wanted to be Isaac's wife. (Lead kids in making drinking noises.)

As the servant sat by the well, a girl came to the well. The servant asked her for a drink and she

happily got him a drink. Then she looked around and saw his camels nearby and offered to give

water to his camels, too! It happened exactly as he had asked of God!! (Have kids repeat

“Hooray!” after you. )

The servant gave her beautiful jewelry. He asked her who her father was and asked if he and his

camels could spend the night at her house. She took the servant back to her home where he

met her brother Laban. When they learned that Abraham had sent the servant to find a wife for

Isaac, and that the Lord had shown him that Rebekah was the special woman that God had

chosen for Issac, they were so happy. (Ask kids to make their happiest face.)

They left the camels and gifts with Laban and headed for Isaac's home. When Rebekah saw

Isaac in the distance, she was so excited. When Isaac saw Rebekah, it was love at first sight.

They got married right away. And Isaac loved Rebekah very much! (Have kids all cheer in

unison.)

Dear God, We are so thankful that you provide for our needs. Help us to trust you to give us

what we need. In Jesus’ name, amen. 
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NEWS

TIME TO CLEAN
 Tuesday, June 23rd, 2020

Cleanliness has never been more front of mind than it is today against the backdrop of

COVID-19. This worldwide pandemic has moved cleanliness from a “normal” level of

expectation to a potential matter of life and death. What does your congregation need to

know about cleaning and disinfecting?This week’s timely topic that may be helpful in your

role at a church or organization is Cleaning and Disinfecting Your Worship Facility.

So now you know what causes problems on the surfaces you need to keep clean and

safe, but you also need to know the de�nitions for what you are trying to accomplish by

“cleaning” your facility.
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For example, let’s say your part-time custodian says, “I cleaned the nursery.” Does this

mean he picked up the toys and wiped down the tables? Did he also disinfect high-touch

areas such as the doorknobs and light switches? Are things “sanitary” now? It is important

to be clear with the meaning of clean so you can be con�dent that you have addressed all

of the needs in a speci�c area. What are the di�erences between cleaning, disinfecting,

and sanitizing?

Cleaning removes germs, dirt, and impurities from surfaces or objects. Cleaning works

by using soap (or detergent) and water to physically remove dirt and germs from surfaces.

This process does not necessarily kill germs (bacteria, viruses, or fungi), but by lifting dirt

and germs o� surfaces so they can be rinsed away with water, it lowers their numbers and

the risk of spreading infection.

Examples of items that need to be regularly cleaned include �oors, walls, windows,

refrigerators, etc.

Dirt and organic material make some disinfectants less e�ective, so cleaning is necessary

before disinfecting in most cases.

Did you know: According to the EPA, cleaning has been shown to remove up to 98

percent of bacteria and 93 percent of viruses from surfaces.

Disinfecting kills germs on surfaces or objects. Disinfecting works by using chemicals to

kill germs on surfaces or objects. This process does not necessarily clean dirty surfaces or

remove germs, but by killing germs on a surface after cleaning, it can further lower the risk

of spreading infection. Disinfection usually requires the product to remain on the surface

for a certain period of time (e.g., letting it stand for 3 to 5 minutes).

Disinfectants are chemical products that kill germs on hard, non-porous surfaces or

objects. These chemicals are also called antimicrobial pesticides and are regulated by the

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and state agencies. The label should have a

list of germs that the product can kill, along with an EPA registration number. Because

disinfectants are pesticides designed to kill or inactivate germs, make sure you need them

for the speci�c task.

Sanitizing lowers the number of germs on surfaces or objects to a safe level, as judged

by public health standards or requirements. This process works by either cleaning or

disinfecting surfaces or objects to lower the risk of spreading infection.

Sanitizer products reduce bacteria on a surface by at least 99.9 percent and are also

regulated by the EPA. Sanitizers are certi�ed for bacteria only. Sanitizing is required in

speci�c areas such as food preparation and contact surfaces, and in childcare areas for

mouthed toys and paci�ers.
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Did you know? Sanitizers are most often used in food settings, but not always. If a product

is labeled as a “food contact” sanitizer, it can be used safely to clean surfaces such as

tables that will later touch food.

This information has been excerpted from the CongregationU

(http://www.congregationu.com) online course “Cleaning and Disinfecting Your Worship

Facility.” This 80-minute course can be purchased for just $20 per learner. Check out our

entire course list here (https://congregationu.com/course-list/).
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