
Hillsdale First United Methodist Church | Ninth Sunday after Pentecost, July 25, 2021 

• IN-PERSON 9:30 am in the Sanctuary 
• LIVESTREAM online at 9:30 am on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC  
• on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRIHbHBJ74jhHeLkO4gAs6A? 
• on our church website  http://hillsdalefirstumc.com/  
• and by phone 517-247-2477 

 

Gathering 

Prelude Come and Find the Quiet Center W. Held, D Cherwien 

Greeting and Announcements 

Call to Worship      

 God who is large enough to fill everything (no matter how high, or broad, or long, or deep),  
  we worship you today.  
 God who can ease into small spaces and find us when we need you,  
  we worship you today.  
 God who is alongside your people,  
  we worship you today. Amen. 

Song Come, Now Is the Time to Worship 

Come, now is the time to worship.  
Come, now is the time to give your heart.  
Come, just as you are, to worship. 
Come, just as you are, before your God.  
Come.  
 

One day ev’ry tongue will confess you are God.  
One day ev’ry knee will bow.  
Still the greatest treasure remains for those  
who gladly choose you now.  
 
 

One day ev’ry tongue will confess you are God.  
One day ev’ry knee will bow.  
Still the greatest treasure remains for those  
who gladly choose you now.  
 

Come, now is the time to worship.  
Come, now is the time to give your heart.  
Come, just as you are, to worship. 
Come, just as you are, before your God.  
Come. Come. Come. 
Words and Music by Brian Doerksen. CCLI Song 2430948 © 1998 Vineyard Songs (UK/Eire) 
For Use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use. All Right Reserved. CCLI 3134300/20153811

Proclamation 

Prayer for Illumination 

God of gentle rains and warm sun,  
God who encourages growth; 

we are creatures who sometimes  
grow quickly, and sometimes get stuck. 

God of freedom, of liberation,  
of binding ropes being cut; 

we are bound in ways we don't always 
understand or recognize. 

God of exodus and exile and homecoming, 
God who calls us to leave where we are  
and come home; 

help us to have the courage to make the 
journey and to trust in the path. 

God of health and healing, 
God who wants us to be made whole; 

we come as people who are wounded  
in body and in spirit,  
people who seek healing. 

 
 

God who has laid out a way for us to live, 
who has given us rules for living in community; 

we come as people who sometimes  
go astray, 
people who stretch the rules. 

 
God of Grace, 
we come as people who live through that Grace. 

And so we praise you for the growth, 
we rejoice in being set free, 
we dance along the path  
that leads us home, 
we give thanks for the healing  
we have received, 
we relax in the knowledge  
that we are forgiven 
and we live as people of Grace. Amen. 
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Passing the Peace  May the peace of this Christ be with you. 
The peace of Christ be with you. 

 
Scripture Reading – Psalm 145:10-18     

Hymn O My God and King and Savior 

1. O my God and King and Savior,  
I will bless you every day; 
you are great, beyond all telling,  
yet will listen when I pray. 
Ages past have sung your praises;  
now my generation sings 
of your glory, splendor, goodness,  
and to you its homage brings. 
 

2. All your works speak of your kingdom,  
where you reign eternally, 
yet from where your great compassion  
reaches out to comfort me; 
 
 

and your saints on earth acclaim you,  
as your mercies they recall, 
knowing you will never leave them  
for you made and love them all. 
 

3. God, you gave the hungry manna,  
now your church you daily feed, 
opening wide your hand and pouring  
gifts of life to those in need. 
Every day I'll strive to serve you,  
seeking neither wealth nor fame, 
only strength to speak your praises,  
and to bless your holy name! 
Words: Rae E. Whitney, 2001 © 2001 Selah Publishing Company Inc. 
All Rights Reserved. Used under CCLI #3134300 and Streaming 20153811 
Music: W. Moore's The Columbian Harmony, 1825  Public Domain 

Scripture Reading – Ephesians 3:14-21    

Response to the Scripture        This is the Word of God for the people of God.   Thanks be to God! 

Prayers of the People   

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,   
 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 

Song Speak, O Lord 

Speak, O Lord, as we come to you 
to receive the food of your holy word. 
Take your truth; plant it deep in us; 
shape and fashion us in your likeness, 
that the light of Christ might be seen today 
in our acts of love and our deeds of faith. 
Speak, O Lord, and fulfill in us 
all your purposes, for your glory. 
 

Teach us, Lord, full obedience, 
holy reverence, true humility. 
Test our thoughts and our attitudes 
in the radiance of your purity. 
 
 
 
 

Cause our faith to rise; cause our eyes to see 
your majestic love and authority. 
Words of power that can never fail; 
let their truth prevail over unbelief. 
 

Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds; 
help us grasp the heights of your plans for us: 
truths unchanged from the dawn of time, 
that will echo down through eternity. 
And by grace we'll stand on your promises; 
and by faith we'll walk as you walk with us. 
Speak, O Lord, till your church is built 
and the earth is filled with your glory. 
Words and Music by Keith Getty and Stuart Townend 
CCLI Song 4615235 © ThankYou Music 
For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use. All Rights Reserved. 
CCLI License 3134300, Streaming License 20153811 

Message The Unfinished Sentence 
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 Response 

Anthem What Wondrous Love Is This  292
 

(Verses 1-3 sung by vocalists. Congregation is asked to join on the last verse.) 

4. And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, I'll sing on,  
and when from death I'm free, I'll sing on;  

and when from death I'm free, I'll sing and joyful be, 
and through eternity I'll sing on, I'll sing on,  

and through eternity I'll sing on.  

Words: USA folk hymn, Public Domain. Music: USA folk hymn, harm. by Paul J. Christiansen, 1955 
Harm. © 1955, renewed 1983 Augsburg Publishing House. All rights reserved. Music used under One License #A-723218

Invitation to Offering   

Moment of Meditation  

Doxology  Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow 95 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 
 praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayer of Dedication 

Mighty and all-knowing God who sees us as we are and as we might be: What offering can we give that will 
bring you joy? We have brought gifts this morning that you might dedicate them to the work of caring and 
compassion in our neighborhoods, in our nations, and throughout the world. Yet all the money we have can’t 
accomplish what you can make happen if we simply let Christ dwell in our hearts – not for an hour on Sundays 
but every hour of every day. This is the offering we dedicate this day. In Christ, our redeemer, we pray. Amen.  

 

Sending 
 
Hymn Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 384

1. Love divine, all loves excelling,  
joy of heaven, to earth come down;  
fix in us thy humble dwelling;  
all thy faithful mercies crown!  
Jesus, thou art all compassion,  
pure, unbounded love thou art;  
visit us with thy salvation;  
enter every trembling heart.  

2. Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit  
into every troubled breast!  
Let us all in thee inherit;  
let us find that second rest.  
Take away our bent to sinning; 
Alpha and Omega be;  
end of faith, as its beginning,  
set our hearts at liberty. 
 
 

3. Come, Almighty to deliver,  
let us all thy life receive;  
suddenly return and never,  
nevermore thy temples leave.  
Thee we would be always blessing,  
serve thee as thy hosts above,  
pray and praise thee without ceasing,  
glory in thy perfect love. 

4. Finish, then, thy new creation;  
pure and spotless let us be.  
Let us see thy great salvation  
perfectly restored in thee;  
changed from glory into glory,  
till in heaven we take our place,  
till we cast our crowns before thee,  
lost in wonder, love, and praise.  

Words: Samuel J. Stone, adapted by Laurence Hull Stookey © 1983, The United Methodist 
Publishing House All rights reserved. Reprinted under CCLI License #3134300 

 

Benediction   

 

Postlude Love Divine, All Loves Excelling M. Corl   

Call to Worship. Seasons of the Spirit™ SeasonsFUSION Pentecost 1 2021 Copyright © Wood Lake Publishing Inc. 2020. / Prayer for Illumination. Rev Gord, Worship Offerings, 
https://worshipofferings.blogspot.com/2013/06/a-summer-prayer-for-grace.html. / Prayer of Dedication ©2021 Discipleship Ministries, An Agency of the United Methodist 
Church 
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IN-PERSON WORSHIP, Sundays, 9:30 am 
 

Masks are highly recommended in the church, especially when 
singing or if you are not vaccinated, but mask use is not required. 

Please be respectful of each other and those that have differing opinions on mask 
use. Remember that the center of our life together is that of love. 

 

Livestreamed services on Facebook, YouTube, our church website, and by phone. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


