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Lord, Teach Us to Pray 

Jesus’ disciples often observed him going off by himself to meditate and to pray. 

There must be something interesting about the way Jesus prays that prompts 

their request, “Lord, teach us to pray.” As Jesus teaches this model prayer, Jesus 

invites them into an ever-deepening relationship with him and with the Father.  

We pray the Lord’s Prayer in worship; we pray it when families gather 

together; we pray it on our own. In whatever ways, in whatever settings we 

pray the Lord’s Prayer, we pray it as disciples, followers of Jesus Christ, who 

seek to bring God’s kingdom to earth and to live as God’s children, forgiven and 

freed. 

The Gospel reading for Sunday, July 24, includes this teaching on prayer by 

Jesus. Both services will not only be about prayer, but will be a prayer in 

themselves. Come and experience the intimacy of relationship with God 

provided through a shared time of prayer. 

Pastor Pat 
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For the Glory of God 

As disciples of Christ we are called to love one 

another as we’d expect them to love us.  As 

disciples we are called to welcome one another 

as Christ has welcomed us.  As disciples we are 

called to bring others into relationship with 

Jesus.  So what does that look like? And how 

does our doing it affect others in our church or 

community? How does it affect their lives, and 

ours?   

I have seen firsthand how sharing God’s love, 

being welcoming, and inviting others into a 

relationship with Jesus can transform lives.  I 

see those transformations every third Sunday in 

the friendships that are growing among that 

congregation, and in those who are building a 

new relationship with others and with Jesus. I 

see it when congregants from both services 

bring others to our church services and events.  I 

see, every week, the transformations as we 

welcome all into our church, for the glory of God.  

I have also seen transformations out in the 

community. I have seen the kindness of others 

as they pray for someone’s family member who 

is sick or in the hospital in another state.  I have 

seen God’s love being shared through a passerby 

who stopped to help someone whose car had 

broken down on a back road,  and then gave 

them a ride to work and wished them a blessed 

day as he dropped them off.  I have seen it in a 

workplace meeting where prayers were offered 

by others for a child. And I have seen it as a 

young man from Coldwater was welcomed into 

a home here in Hillsdale because he was without 

shelter and just needed someone to share God’s 

love with him and welcome him the way Jesus 

welcomes us.   

So what would it look like if every day every one 

of us made certain that in all we do we were 

welcoming and loving, for the glory of God?  

What if in all of our interactions we encouraged 

others into a relationship with Jesus?  It’s the 

most important thing we can do for another 

person.  And since there is no limit on how far 

God’s love can reach, if we intentionally invited 

others into a relationship with Jesus, we would 

see their faith grow; we would see our faith 

grow; we would see faith grow in those who 

might only have witnessed our welcome.   

How are you sharing God’s love with others?  

How are you inviting others into a relationship 

with Jesus?  How are you welcoming others as 

God has welcomed you?   What are your stories 

of God’s love, welcoming, and invitation in your 

life?  How is God working through you to reach 

into the lives of others?  Share your stories with 

others, let them see God through you, and walk 

beside them as they build a relationship with 

Jesus!  And do it all for the Glory of God.      

 

Melodie 

“Therefore welcome 
one another as Christ 
has welcomed you,  
for the glory of God.”   
Romans 15:7  
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Education News and Notes 
 

Kids’ Fest was a huge success!  At our booth we had conversations and contact with nearly 600 

children and their families. The instruments and music were a highlight to the day. Cave Quest 

Vacation Bible School and Joyful Noise! registration forms were distributed in addition to other 

church information and Karan Jenkins Preschool information.  

A huge thank you to everyone who volunteered to come out and share the love of Jesus with the 

children and families of our community! 
 

Outreach Opportunities 

In addition to our Sunday opportunities to reach children weekly, we also plan special events to 

invite children into a relationship with Jesus. Two of those events are coming up this summer: Cave 

Quest Vacation Bible School and  Joyful Noise Music Camp. 
 

Vacation Bible School  —  Cave Quest:  Following Jesus,  the Light of the World  

 What: Cave Quest Vacation Bible School  

 When: July 11-14 from 5:00 - 7:30 pm  

 Where: Hillsdale First UMC, 45 N. Manning 

 How you can be involved: 

 Help lead worship 

 Lead a small group of children to stations 

 Help with crafts 

 Help with games 

 Help with decorating / teardown 

 

Each evening will start with music and worship, followed by a short meal and a couple of hours of 

fun and learning! Games, crafts, fellowship, and music will fill our hearts and minds with the love of 

Jesus, the Light of the World!   

How is God calling you to reach out to children at Hillsdale First UMC and in our community? Come 

and be the light of Christ for our neighbors, especially those who are children. 
 

Sunday Ministry Opportunities 

Children’s Church, 9:30 and 11:00 am | Children’s church meets 52 Sundays per year at both the 

9:30 and 11:00 services. Children leave the worship service to read and study the scripture, do crafts 

and puzzles. We usually discuss the same scriptures that have been presented in worship. Come and 

help in this vital ministry to children. 

Nursery Care, 9:30 and 11:00 am | Having a staffed nursery presents a welcoming sight to parents 

of young children. There are ministry opportunities to serve in the nursery, to help create nursery 

policy and staffing plans and to secure nursery workers.  

You can contact me at church on Sunday or Tuesday mornings, or you can e-mail me at my church 

email address at bowen.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com.  

Marla 
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Missions and Ministries 
Henderson Settlement: Frakes, 

Kentucky | Please continue this 

month to keep the Henderson 

Settlement in the Appalachians in your 

hearts and prayers.   Construction of 

new buildings, repairs to old facilities, 

educational advancements, program 

assistance for the poor, and much 

more has been achieved through 

donations.   

In 2015 the Henderson outreach 

programs were able to assist 592 

families and 1,945 individuals.  Over 

2,800 volunteers worked on over 400 

projects.  According to their facebook 

page, this year during the week of June 

12-18, there were 172 new workers 

on campus representing 12 churches from 7 states. Our support  in the name of Christ makes 

some of these missions possible.  

For more information about Henderson Settlement and details on how you can help to support 

their various missions, visit their website at www.hendersonsettlement.com,   or find them at 

facebook.com/HendersonSettlement.  

Mary Jean Tennant Circle | The Mary Jean Tennant 

Circle will once again be sponsoring the Alpha Omega 

Baby Bottle Drive at our church during the month of 

July. Please take a bottle and fill it with your change, 

paper money, or a check to help Alpha Omega continue 

to serve parents or expectant parents through 

counseling, baby clothes, and support. Thank you for 

your continued help with this project.   

Building Study Committee | In conversation with architect John Brown, the Building Study 

Committee was reminded that we are working on a Master Plan; that is, a plan to be completed in 

stages. With an elevator as a primary goal, John Brown has completed and sent us some 

modifications of the first stage of the plan that will be considered at the next meeting. The 

Committee is also meeting with the Finance Committee to determine available financial 

resources. 



I imagine you have already heard that 

we are planning another Joyful Noise!  

four-day Christian music camp for 

students entering grades 2-8 this fall, 

to be held here August 22-25. Based 

on last year's experience with our 

first Joyful Noise!, we're planning and 

praying for another great opportunity to share 

with our community God's love through the 

gift of music.  

I hope you all will help make Joyful Noise! 

2016 a success by inviting children and youth 

of families you know. Perhaps you might 

intentionally pick out a family in your 

neighborhood, bring them a poster and 

registration form, and then even go so far as to 

offer to drive the children to camp.  Posters 

and registration forms are now available in the 

office and Sunday mornings after church. We 

have a good staff in place to make the actual 

event happen on those four days in August, but 

it will take all of us working as a team to reach 

out to our Hillsdale community. And, please 

mark your calendars for 12:15 pm on 

Thursday, August 25, when the children and 

youth will present a brief concert in our 

sanctuary! Not only will you enjoy the 

children's program, but the sanctuary full of 

parents and children provides the perfect 

opportunity to interact, connect, and share 

God's love with the visitors to our church.  

I hope you enjoyed the two gentlemen who 

substituted for me while I was away for the 

last two Sundays of June. I knew both of them 

very well when I worked in Battle Creek from 

1986-1999, and often collaborated with them 

on musical projects.  

Brooks Grantier was for many years the music 

director at Trinity Episcopal Church in 

Marshall and was also director of the Battle 

Creek Boychoir for a number of years. Now 

retired, he's on a different organ bench 

somewhere in southern Michigan almost every 

Sunday.  

Al Bolitho retired from being the director of 

music at First Congregational Church in Battle 

Creek, nearly next door to First Presbyterian 

Church where I worked. Prior to coming to 

Battle Creek, Al was on the music faculty of 

Albion College for many years – in fact, I first 

met him in the mid-1970s, when my organ 

professor and my fellow organ students from 

Calvin College got together with Al and his 

organ students at Albion to play for each other. 

I appreciate their willingness to come down 

and play for us. Sandy Klingler, who's done 

most of the substitute work for me, was not 

available either Sunday. 

As for me, I've been away for two weeks of 

study leave, beginning with a weekend family 

reunion. Though my mother and her siblings 

are now gone, all of us cousins, both here and 

those from the Netherlands, still maintain in 

strong contact.  The rest of my time away will 

be spent at two conferences, both of which 

serve to refuel and inspire me to improve my 

own skills at the keyboard and with the choirs. 

Each offers diverse services of worship, 

seminars on a variety of subjects related to my 

work, a variety of concerts, resource material 

displays and demonstrations, and some 

friendly interaction with many other church 

musicians from around the country, including 

many friends. I so appreciate the opportunity 

for the refreshing of my spirit and for some 

personal renewal and recharging the batteries. 

SDG,    
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From the Director of Music 
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JULY 2016 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
 

       1 
 

2 
  

3     
9:30a Worship 

(Sanctuary) 
11a Worship 

(Fellowship Hall) 
 

 

 

 
 

4-7 pm Hosts for  
Plymouth Fife 

and Drum Corps 
and Military 

parade bands 

4 
INDEPENDENCE 

DAY -  
Office Closed 

5        
12p Kiwanis 

6p Lions Club 
     7p Young Adult 

Bible Study 

6              
1:30p Quilters 

6:30p Radio Club 
Board 

  
 

7 
 
  
  
 

8 
  

9 
  

10   
9:30a Worship 

(Sanctuary) 
11a Worship 

(Fellowship Hall) 
  

11 
7p Boy Scouts 

7:30p Joint 
Meeting: Building 

Study and Finance 
 
 
 
 

12   
12p Kiwanis 

  
  

13          
 
  
 
 
 

14 
1p Love, INC 

  

15 
  

16 

17 
9:30a Worship 

(Sanctuary) 
11a Worship with 

breakfast 
(Fellowship Hall) 

  
  

18 
9:45a La Leche 

League 
5:30p Trustees 
6:30p Worship 

Team 
7p Boy Scouts 

 

19 
7a First Light 
12p Kiwanis 

6:30p Habitat for 
Humanity 

7p Young Adult 
Bible Study 

20           
9:30a First Light 

1:30p Quilters 
6p First Light 

7p AYSO Board 
 

NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINE 

21 
7p Radio Club  

22 
  

23 
  

24   
9:30a Worship 

(Sanctuary) 
11a Worship 

(Fellowship Hall) 
 

4p Church Golf 
Outing: Country 

Club 
7p Singspiration: 

Litchfield 
 
 

 

 

 

31   
9:30a Worship 

(Sanctuary) 
11a Worship 

(Fellowship Hall) 

25 
1:30p ArtWorks 

Board 
7p Ad Board 

7p Boy Scouts 
7p Kiwanis Board 

 

26                 
7a First Light 
12p Kiwanis 

7p Young Adult 
Bible Study 

27 
9:30a First Light 

1:30p Quilters 
6p First Light 

  

28 
  

29 30 

Cave Quest VBS: Monday - Thursday, July 11 - 14,  5:00 - 7:30 pm 
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Note of Thanks  
Thank you for making the church service (on 
June 12) very special. The gifts, documents, 
church service, and congregation made us 
smile and remember our day 51 years ago. 
You are lovely people. Sincerely, Terry and 
Thais Reiff (Xenia, OH; married here 6/13/65) 

Prayer Requests 
Current: Renee Berger (Pam Laurell’s 
cousin), Lorna Busch, Teresa Ezell (Penny 
Swan’s niece), Steve Simons, Donna Wellein 
Continuing: Jill Baker, Joan Bertalon, Tom 
Bildner, Pat and Jack Bowditch, Adam 
Delcamp, Dick Emery, Ethel Ferguson, Lynn 
George, Crystal Gimenez, Kristine Hasty, Kent 
King, Dawn Nisbett, Carolyn Parker, Gene 
Parker, Marlene Risedorph, Maggie Swan, 
Daryl Sweet 
In Nursing Care or at Home: Dorothy 
Aspinall, Sammy Brink, B.J. Clark, Shirley 
Connolly, Jean Dieterle, Susie Eichler, Bev 
Hart, Bert Hill, Ruth Huston, Jackie Mitchell, 
Bettie Monroe, Colleen Ridenour, Bob Scholl, 
Mary Sodergren, Carol Tindall 
Serving in the Military: Ricardo Arellano, 
Emily Mitchell  

Anniversaries   
July     4 Bill and Janet Lee 
July     8 Bill and Joan VanArsdalen 
July   10 Duke and Yvonne Anderson 
July    28 Jeff and Martha Hart 

Birthdays 
July     1 Vickie Lee 
July     9 Dennis Fadden     
July   10 Matt Fontana  
July  13 Brian Clow   
July  14 Betty Holton, Dick Slagle, 
   Leah Van Orman 
July  17 Dean Pilgrim 
July  21 Tim Walter, Charlene White 
July  24 Rick Piper 
July  26 Anne Jensen 
July   29 Noble Bertalon 

Church Golf Outing, July 24, 2:00 pm 
On Sunday, July 24 at 2:00 pm at the Hillsdale 
Golf and Country Club, there will be a church-
wide golf outing. All are welcome. 

Whether you’re young or old; whether you’re 
a seasoned golf pro, or have never swung a 
club in your life, there will be fun for everyone. 

For those who wish to golf, the cost will be 
$18 per person for 9 holes of golf, plus a cart. 
Team scrambles or “closest to the pin” 
contests are  options for the less experienced 
golfers among us.  

And, even if you choose not to golf, food will 
be served afterwards! Please feel free to bring 
a dessert to share, or just come and bring a 
friend. 

Come for the food! Come for the fellowship! 
Come for the scenery! Come for the golf! Come 
for part of the fun or for all! Come be a part of 
this fun church-wide event July 24 at 2:00 pm. 

Bulletin Board Headlines 
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