
 

 

       Hillsdale First United Methodist Church 
To Be United Methodist 

 

Every year in June, United Methodists from West Michigan gather for Annual 

Conference. It’s a time of worship, conversation, and learning. This year, I 

invited our staff, some of whom are not of United Methodist background, to 

come with me to the afternoon opening worship service and to hear the 

Episcopal Address by Bishop Deborah Kiesey in the evening. I did this for four 

reasons:  
 

 to worship together;  

As church staff, we are necessarily involved in worship planning and 

leadership and don’t often have the opportunity to engage in 

worship without those responsibilities. 

 to build team spirit and morale; 

Any team, or group, or staff needs some time together to refresh, 

renew, and rebuild. 

 to make connections with others in similar positions in other churches 

around the conference; 

We do better together. 

 to get a flavor of what it means to be United Methodist. 
 

While United Methodism is wholly Christian, there is within that Christian 

framework a variety that is uniquely United Methodist. With its emphasis on 

people growing as disciples of Jesus Christ throughout a lifetime through 

worship, prayer, Bible study, and by service in Christ’s name to the 

community, United Methodism is in a unique position to bring the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ to today’s world. United Methodists tend to both the need to be 

filled with the love of God through Jesus Christ and the desire to express that 

love in service to others.  
 

This summer, the First Light Bible studies will take another look at the people 

called United Methodist using James Harnish’s guide for United Methodists, 

A Disciple’s Path: Deepening Your Relationship with Christ and the Church. 

The author describes his study as one that “combines a uniquely Wesleyan 

understanding of our growth in God’s love and grace with the time-tested 

practices of spiritual discipline expressed in the vows of membership” in 

which we promise to participate in the ministries of the church by our 

prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness. There is a daily 

workbook as well as a companion reader. 
 

Whether or not you’ve been involved in our other Bible studies, please 

prayerfully consider being a part of this one. Our time together will not only 

make a difference in your life, but also in our life together as a church. 
 

Come and see, 

Pastor Pat 
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Worship Schedule for July 

Date Focus Scripture Theme Message Title 

July 5 “When I am weak, 
I am strong.” 

(2 Corinthians 12:10) 

What do we do when 
prayers seem to go  

unanswered? 

9:30 am 
Weakness 
11:00 am 
Strength 

July 12 “God chose us to be 
holy and blameless …” 

(Ephesians 1:3) 

God has made us holy 
and blameless; how do 
we realize and live into 

that reality? 

9:30 am 
Holy and Blameless 

11:00 am 
Obedient 

July 19 “So then you are no longer 
strangers and aliens, but you are 
citizens with the saints and also 

members of the  
household of God.” 

(Ephesians 2:19) 

To whom do we belong? 9:30 am 
Citizens with the Saints 

11:00 am 
No Obstacles 

  
(Breakfast) 

July 26 “I pray that you may have the 
power to comprehend … what is 

the breadth and length and height 
and depth, and to know the love 

of Christ that surpasses 
knowledge so that you may be 

filled with all the fullness of God.” 
(Ephesians 3:18) 

How do we respond to 
what God has done 

through Jesus Christ? 

9:30 am 
Deep and Wide 

11:00 am 
A Believer’s Faith 

This seven week series includes a companion 

reader and a daily workbook.  Each day’s readings 

include a Scripture, a message for the day, 

questions and prompts for personal reflection 

(with space provided for recording responses), 

and prayer. 

 

A special introductory section includes material 

on the history, beliefs, and structure of the church 

and answers to frequently asked questions. 

 

Participants will develop their spiritual practices, 

discover their unique gifts, and engage in ministry 

that brings transformation not only to their own 

lives, but also the lives of others, and the world.  
 

 

Choose from three weekly sessions: 

Tuesdays, 7:00 am 

July 7, 14, 21, 28; August 4, 11, 18 

Wednesdays, 9:30 am and 6:00 pm  

July 8, 15, 22, 29; August 4, 12, 19 

Summer Bible Study: A Disciple’s Path by James A. Harnish 



 

 

I'm really excited, although a bit nervous, about 

recently announcing plans for our church to 

present a music camp for children and youth! 

Joyful Noise! will take place August 24-27, from 

9:00-1:00 each day, including lunch. It will be 

open to children/youth entering grades 2-8 this 

fall. The camp will be a rich time of singing, 

playing instruments, listening to professionals 

play and explain their instruments, and learning 

basic music theory. All this will take place in an 

atmosphere of fun learning, and in celebration of 

God's great gift of music! 
 

At the Kids’ Fest event held at the fairgrounds in 

June there was a great deal of interest in our 

music camp. As kids came up to play the 

instruments we'd brought over, and as we spoke 

to their parents, it was obvious to me that there 

hasn't been an opportunity like this in Hillsdale 

for some time. People were really interested! 

Please pray with us that many will decide to send 

their kids so that we can share God's love for 

them through the music we experience and the 

contact we establish with the children and their 

families. 
 

At our church we've had lots of discussions about 

not having the young families and children we 

would like to see be part of our church, and we 

sometimes "wonder where they are". As I was 

engaging with so many kids and parents at Kids’ 

Fest, it was obvious to me that Hillsdale County 

does indeed have lots of young families living 

here! And I don't think they all go to church 

somewhere, though some obviously do.  
 

The Kids’ Fest experience also reconfirmed for 

me that we just can't sit around on Sunday 

morning wondering or even complaining where 

the young families and kids are. They're out 

there! But you know, they're just not going to 

come walking through the front door of the 

church at 9:30 or 11:00 on a Sunday morning 

looking for something to do -- we actually have 

to get out there and invite these families and 

children in a variety of ways. I really felt like we 

were in the right place at the right time with Kids’ 

Fest to reach out to these families about our VBS 

and music camp. But we can't just do this 

invitation thing just once in a while. Inviting the 

people of our community to any and all of our 

church events needs to be a full-time thing for 

each of us!  
 

So, in addition to praying that efforts like this will 

receive God's blessing, please invite kids you 

know to attend. Tell your children and 

grandchildren, and ask them to invite their 

friends. Let's make this happen together! 
 

SDG 

JO 

From the Director of Music 
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Joyful Noise! 

A musical experience for kids   

entering grades 2-8 

 

August 24 - August 27, 2015 
9:00 am to 1:00 pm (with lunch provided) 

 
Hillsdale First United Methodist Church  45 North Manning Street, Hillsdale, MI 49242 

517-437-3681 | www.hillsdalefirstumc.com | www.facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC 
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Make a joyful noise 

unto the LORD,  

all ye lands.  

Serve the LORD with 

gladness: come  

before his presence 

with singing.  

– Psalm 100:1- 2 

   Joyful Noise! 

           A musical experience for kids entering grades 2-8 

 

   August 24 - August 27, 2015 
   9:00 am to 1:00 pm (with lunch provided) 

   At Hillsdale First United Methodist Church 
   45 North Manning Street, Hillsdale, MI 49242 
 

Co-Directors: John Ourensma & Reneé Nestorak 
A fun and educational experience! 

Vocal and instrumental and basics of musical language 

Professional staff of musicians and educators 

 

Please fill out the form below and return to Hillsdale First United Methodist Church by August 1 

(Please fill out one form per student) 

 

Hillsdale First United Methodist Church  45 North Manning Street, Hillsdale, MI 49242 

517-437-3681 | www.hillsdalefirstumc.com | www.facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC 

__  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __ __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __ __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ 
      

    Joyful Noise!  A musical experience for kids entering grades 2-8 

       

                 Student Name: _______________________________ Grade for the ‘15/‘16 academic year: ____ 
 

Please list any musical experience: (singing of any kind, choir, instrumental, etc.) 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Name of Parent/Guardian: _________________________________________________________________ 

Street address: _________________________________________ City: _____________________________ 

Day-time phone: __________________________    Alternate phone: _______________________________ 

Email Address: ______________________________________________  Student’s t-shirt size: __________ 

Allergies or other medical conditions: ________________________________________________________ 

In case of emergency, contact: ______________________________________ Phone:__________________ 

Relationship to student:_______________________________ 

Parent/Guardian signature: ____________________________________________ Date: _______________ 
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Education News and Notes 

By the Numbers 
 

600 =  

number of 

beach balls and 

string backpacks 

given away at 

Kids’ Fest 

 

32 =  

number of kids 

who registered 

for VBS 

 

26 = 

number of kids 

in attendance on 

our last day of 

VBS 

 

Countless = 

the smiles and 

blessings 

exchanged  

Kids’ Fest and Vacation Bible School were both great events. We did 

crafts and had conversations with more than 600 children at Kids’ Fest. 

At Vacation Bible School we sang, danced, did crafts, memorized Bible 

verses, and ate great food with 32 different children.  I’d like to send 

out a big thank you to the staff and volunteers who dedicated many 

hours to this event. Thanks to everyone for your prayers. Thanks for 

shoppers, cooks, clean-up helpers, decorators, small group leaders and 

helpers, crafters, actors, game leaders, and set-up and tear-down 

helpers. If you would like to pray for a child from Vacation Bible School, 

let me know. 
 

I pray that we were able to reach children in the community with the 

love of Jesus through fun, food, fellowship, Bible stories, games, and 

crafts, so that they might come to know Jesus and be loved by Him and 

His people right here in Hillsdale, so that they might become His 

disciples, too! 

 

Children’s Church will continue 

through the summer. Older children 

will be working with the Connect 

Bible curriculum. Younger children 

will be using the Holy Moly 

curriculum. Both will be learning 

about God’s love and God’s big story 

and how it reaches out to each one 

of us.  
 

I’m looking into another summer 

curriculum which tries to answer some Bible questions because 

sometimes we all have questions about the Bible. 
 

As always, you can contact me at church on Sunday or Tuesday 

mornings, or you can email me at bowen.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com.  
 

Blessings to you!   

Marla  



 

 

 

Mission Statement 
 

We are growing in love  
of God and neighbor,  

making disciples of Jesus Christ,  
and serving others. 

 

Core Values 2015 
 

 Invitational Ministry 
 Authentic Community 

 Hospitality 
 Worship 

“How much longer till we’re there?”  Have you 

ever heard that question on a summer vacation?  

Or maybe just even on a day trip?  I have many 

times, and sometimes I’m even the one asking 

that famous question, too.  Why does it seem like 

the few hours that go by so quickly on any 

summer weekend can also seem to take so long 

once you’re in a car on the road?  I’m not sure I 

have the answer to that, but I have found that 

when I’m driving the trip goes much faster if I 

break it down to smaller sections of miles --  

usually, either town by town; or smaller yet, road 

by road.  I guess breaking it down in smaller parts 

makes it feel like I’m making progress along the 

way.   
 

I think the journey of my relationship with God 

has been like that also.  It’s difficult sometimes to 

take a large step outside of my normal routine or 

comfort zone, but sometimes just taking smaller 

steps in a new direction strengthens that 

relationship with God. Without even realizing it, 

I’m soon comfortable again and excited to 

resume my faith journey. I am excited about my 

journey and my relationship with our Lord, and 

even though it’s taken many, many small steps 

for me, thankfully our Lord loves us beyond time. 

He rejoices when we have a relationship with 

Him, even a small “one-step-at-a-time” kind of 

relationship.  
 

Recently I had the absolute joy of witnessing just 

such small steps on one man’s journey to his 

relationship with Jesus. In the midst of a room 

full of people, I heard him sing for the first time 

just one line of a praise band song. He didn’t look 

up, or sing really loud; he just quietly sang the 

one line. Later in that same service, when the 

congregation joined to pray the Lord’s prayer, I 

heard him say just one line: “and lead us not into 

temptation”. Not a word beyond that did he 

speak or sing for the rest of the hour, and never 

have I heard him reach out to God before in the 

few years I’ve known him. But on that particular 

Sunday, he let God’s love move in him and 

through him.  And possibly without even knowing 

it, he shared with me the beginning of his 

journey with God. It is a moment that I won’t 

forget.   With my head bowed and my eyes 

welling up, I rejoiced and offered thanksgiving to 

our Savior.   
 

God moves through us to reach others, and the 

more we share God’s love with others, the more 

they will come to know God. When everything 

we do is done with the love of Jesus in our hearts 

and for the glory of Him, others will know His 

love, too.   
 

No matter what path we travel, or how long our 

journey takes us, God is with us always. He wants 

to have a relationship with us. He wants us to be 

disciples of his Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ. May 

we go and share our love of Jesus -- one step at a 

time.   
 

“For from Him and through Him and to Him are 

all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen.”   

(Romans 11:36 ESV) 
 

Lay Leader 

Melodie Coles 
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One Step at a Time 



 

 

Alpha Omega Baby Bottle Drive 

The Mary Jean Tennant Circle will be sponsoring 

the Alpha Omega Baby Bottle Drive again in July.  

The Alpha Omega  Care Center helps families 

during pregnancy and after the baby is born with 

support and supplies. Please support Alpha 

Omega by picking up a baby bottle one of the 

Sundays in July, filling it with your change, and 

returning it to the church by Sunday, July 26.   

Thank you for your continued support as we help 

others in our community.    

 

Crop Walk 

The Crop Walk this year started from Trinity 

Lutheran Hall. Fifteen churches participated and 

67 walkers raised $5,253. 

Four food pantries will share 25% of the total, 

with funds going to King’s Kupboard, Lifeline, 

Salvation Army, and Litchfield United Methodist 

Church. 

Thanks to all the sponsors, walkers, and helpers, 

including Jim Bowen, Ginny Delauter, Pat 

Bowditch, Don Gambill and his Hillsdale County 

Amateur Radio Club crew, Melodie Coles 

(registration), Renee Nestorak (publicity), Pastor 

Pat (treasurer), and our Missions Committee 

(snacks).  

The Crop Walk is an annual Church World Service 

Mission project through the HARCC. 

  

Loaves and Fishes 

The annual community outreach program, 

Loaves and Fishes, will be held at the fairgrounds 

on Saturday, August 22. Our Missions Committee 

is once again collecting packages of new socks of 

all sizes (men, women, and children). If you 

would like to donate socks to this countywide 

mission, please watch for the collection bin at 

the back of the sanctuary. Your prayers are also 

welcomed for the community, for the churches 

and other organizations providing services, and 

for those in need of this outreach. 

Ad Board Policy Approvals 

Under the new church organizational structure 

approved at Church Conference last fall, the Ad 

Board’s role now focuses on governance and 

approval of church policies and procedures 

submitted by active teams and committees. 

Three policies were presented and approved at 

the June 29 meeting of the Ad Board. 

The first policy presented by the Finance and 

Foundation Team was a revised Foundation 

Charter that updated sections dealing with voting 

membership, meeting schedules, investment 

policy review, and designated gifts.  

Next, the Finance Team presented a Statement 

of Investment Policy, Objectives, and Guidelines 

for the Foundation Fund. The model for this 

policy was the Statement of Investment 

Guidelines of the United Methodist Church.  

Finally, the Finance Team presented Fundraising 

Policies, Principles, and Procedures. Covered in 

this policy are the categories of acceptable 

fundraisers, approved use of facilities, and 

required forms and reporting.  

All three policies were approved. Signed copies 

of these and all church policies, procedures, and 

forms are available in the church office.  

    
 

 

Bulletin Board Headlines  

Pastor: Rev. Pat Brook  

brook.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com 

 

Director of Music: John Ourensma  

ourensma.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com 

 

Associate Director of Music: Reneé Nestorak  

nestorak.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com 

 

Director of Educational Ministries: Marla Bowen  

bowen.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com 

 

Director of Youth Ministry/ 

Church Administrator: Pam Laurell  

laurell.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com 
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Sunday Worship Services 
 

First Service at 9:30 am 

Held in the Sanctuary, includes hymns and songs with the organ or piano, music by Chancel Choir, 

soloists and instrumentalists, prayer, Bible readings, and preaching. 

 

Second Service at 11:00 am 

Held in the Fellowship Hall, includes songs led by a live band and vocalists, prayer, readings from the 

Bible, and an interactive, discussion-oriented reflection on the Bible readings.  
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