
Hillsdale First United Methodist Church | Seventh Sunday after Pentecost, July 11, 2021 

• IN-PERSON 9:30 am in the Sanctuary 
• LIVESTREAM online at 9:30 am on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC  
• on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRIHbHBJ74jhHeLkO4gAs6A? 
• on our church website  http://hillsdalefirstumc.com/  
• and by phone 517-247-2477 

 

Gathering 

Prelude Gather Us In M. Haugen 

Greeting and Announcements 

Call to Worship      

From the dawn of creation, 
 God has called us by name. 
From before we are born, 
 we are loved as God’s own. 
In the moments of joy, 
 we are given God’s presence. 
In the seasons of struggle, 
 God lavishes us with grace. 
Now, in this moment of worship, 
 we are brought together as God’s people. 
Here in this sacred space, 
 we are marked with God’s Spirit. 
Let us lift our heads and open our hearts. 
 God is the ruler of glory. 
Come, let us worship. 

Song Gather Us In 2236

1. Here in this place new light is streaming,  
now is the darkness vanished away, 
see in this space our fears and our dreamings,  
brought here to you in the light of this day.  
Gather us in - the lost and forsaken,  
gather us in the blind and the lame;  
call to us now, and we shall awaken,  
we shall arise at the sound of our name.  
 

2. We are the young our lives are a myst'ry  
we are the old who yearn for your face, 
we have been sung throughout all of hist'ry,  
called to be light to the whole human race.  
Gather us in the rich and the haughty,  
gather us in the proud and the strong;  
give us a heart so meek and so lowly,  
give us the courage to enter the song. 
  
 

3. Here we will take the wine and the water,  
here we will take the bread of new birth, 
here you shall call your sons and your daughters,  
call us anew to be salt for the earth.  
Give us to drink the wine of compassion,  
give us to eat the bread that is you;  
nourish us well, and teach us to fashion  
lives that are holy and hearts that are true.  
 

4. Not in the dark of buildings confining,  
not in some heaven, light-years away,  
but here in this place the new light is shining,  
now is the Kingdom, now is the day.  
Gather us in and hold us forever,  
gather us in and make us your own;  
gather us in - all peoples together,  
fire of love in our flesh and our bone. 

Words and music by Marty Haugen. © 1982 GIA Publications, Inc. 
All rights reserved. Used under One License #A-723218 
 

Proclamation 
Prayer for Illumination 

Redeeming and Adopting God, you have welcomed us as your people and given us the privilege of being your 
beloved children. As we gather to worship you, give us clean hands and pure hearts to worship you fully, so that 
we may dance and sing unencumbered by the pressures of this world, but caught up in the power of your Spirit. 

Amen. 
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Scripture Reading – Psalm 24   First time through, refrain played once, sung once by vocalists, sung once by all 
 

(Refrain) 
Sing, praise, and bless the lord. 

Sing, praise and bless the Lord, peoples! nations! Alleluia! 
 
The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it, 
    the world and its inhabitants too. 
Because God is the one who established it on the seas; 
    God set it firmly on the waters. (Refrain) 
 
Who can ascend the Lord’s mountain? 
    Who can stand in his holy sanctuary? 
Only the one with clean hands and a pure heart; 
    the one who hasn’t made false promises, 
    the one who hasn’t sworn dishonestly. 
That kind of person receives blessings from the Lord 
    and righteousness from the God who saves. 
And that’s how things are 
    with the generation that seeks him— 
    that seeks the face of Jacob’s God. (Refrain) 

 
Mighty gates: lift up your heads! 
    Ancient doors: rise up high! 
        So the glorious king can enter! 
Who is this glorious king? 
    The Lord—strong and powerful! 
    The Lord—powerful in battle! 
Mighty gates: lift up your heads! 
    Ancient doors: rise up high! 
        So the glorious king can enter! 
Who is this glorious king? 
    The Lord of heavenly forces— 
        he is the glorious king! (Refrain) 

 

 
Passing the Peace         Know the peace of Christ, our heavenly king, will defend you.  

The peace of Christ be with you. The peace of Christ be with you. 
 

Prayers of the People  …Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,   
 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 

Solo Shine on Us M. W. Smith, arr. B. Inman 

Scripture Reading – Ephesians 1:3-14     

We are going to read together headings before each set of verses, so that we know what we are listening for. 

We are adopted by God. 
Bless the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! He has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing 
that comes from heaven. God chose us in Christ to be holy and blameless in God’s presence before the creation 
of the world. God destined us to be his adopted children through Jesus Christ because of his love.  

God’s grace is overflowing. 
This was according to his goodwill and plan and to honor his glorious grace that he has given to us freely 
through the Son whom he loves. We have been ransomed through his Son’s blood, and we have forgiveness for 
our failures based on his overflowing grace, which he poured over us with wisdom and understanding.  

Jesus brings all things together. 
God revealed his hidden design to us, which is according to his goodwill and the plan that he intended to 
accomplish through his Son. This is what God planned for the climax of all times: to bring all things together 
in Christ, the things in heaven along with the things on earth. 

We have an inheritance from God. 
We have also received an inheritance in Christ. We were destined by the plan of God, who accomplishes 
everything according to his design. We are called to be an honor to God’s glory because we were the first to 
hope in Christ. 
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The Holy Spirit is the down payment on our inheritance. 
You too heard the word of truth in Christ, which is the good news of your salvation. You were sealed with the 
promised Holy Spirit because you believed in Christ. The Holy Spirit is the down payment on our inheritance, 
which is applied toward our redemption as God’s own people, resulting in the honor of God’s glory. 

In summary, 
We are adopted by God. 
God’s grace is overflowing.  
Jesus brings all things together.  
We have an inheritance from God. 
The Holy Spirit is the down payment on our inheritance. 

Response to the Scripture        This is the Word of God for the people of God.   Thanks be to God! 

Message Adoption Pains 

Response 

Song of Response Who You Say I Am 

Who am I that the highest King 
would welcome me? 
I was lost but he brought me in. 
Oh, his love for me. 
Oh, his love for me. 
 

Who the Son sets free, 
oh is free indeed. 
I'm a child of God, 
yes I am. 
 

Free at last, 
he has ransomed me, 
his grace runs deep. 
While I was a slave to sin, 
Jesus died for me. 
Yes, he died for me. 
 

Who the Son sets free, 
oh is free indeed. 
I'm a child of God, 
yes I am. 
In my Father's house 
there's a place for me. 
I'm a child of God, 
yes I am. 
 

I am chosen, not forsaken. 
I am who you say I am. 
You are for me, not against me. 
I am who you say I am. 
 

I am chosen, not forsaken. 
I am who you say I am. 
You are for me, not against me. 
I am who you say I am. 
Oh I am who you say I am. 
 

Who the Son sets free, 
oh is free indeed. 
I'm a child of God, 
yes I am. 
In my Father's house 
there's a place for me. 
I'm a child of God, 
yes I am. 
In my Father's house 
there's a place for me. 
I'm a child of God, 
yes I am. 
CCLI Song # 7102401 Ben Fielding | Reuben Morgan 
© 2017 Hillsong Music Publishing Australia (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
All rights reserved. Used under CCLI License # 3134300. 

Invitation to Offering  

Moment of Meditation  

Doxology  Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow 95 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 
 praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayer of Dedication 

Generous and Giving God, you have poured your blessings on us as the rain soaks the sun-parched grass of our 
lawns. You have lavished us with redemption, forgiveness, and grace. When you send the rain to water the grass, 
you expect growth in return. Remind us this day, as we make our gifts to you, that we have been blessed for a 
purpose – that we might be a blessing to others. May we grow in compassion, in mercy, in longing for justice and 
love, as Christ loved us. In that holy name, we pray. Amen.  
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Sending 
 
Hymn Adopted 

(Verse 1 sung by soloist) 

1. O what a blessing, how can I express it? 
Out of the fullness of rapture I sing, 
now by the Father received and adopted, 
I am a child and an heir of a king. 
I am adopted, O wonderful love, 
heir to a heritage purchased above; 
tell it, my soul, and joyfully sing, 
I am a child and an heir of a king. 
 
2. O what a Father, how tenderly gracious, 
O what a Savior to make me his care; 
tho’ I have slighted, rejected, and grieved him, 
still he permits me his kingdom to share.  
I am adopted, O wonderful love, 
heir to a heritage purchased above; 
tell it, my soul, and joyfully sing, 
I am a child and an heir of a king. 
 
 

3. O the unsearchable riches he giveth, 
riches increasing from day unto day; 
treasures in value all others excelling, 
treasures that never will rust nor decay. 
I am adopted, O wonderful love, 
heir to a heritage purchased above; 
tell it, my soul, and joyfully sing, 
I am a child and an heir of a king. 
 
4. When I have finished the work he appoints me, 
when I have ended my journey below, 
then to my Father and Jesus my Savior, 
home to a beautiful palace I go. 
I am adopted, O wonderful love, 
heir to a heritage purchased above; 
tell it, my soul, and joyfully sing, 
I am a child and an heir of a king. 
Words by Fanny Crosby, 1900 
Music by John Robson Sweeney 
Public Domain

 

Benediction   

 

Postlude Adopted J. R. Sweeney  
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IN-PERSON WORSHIP, Sundays, 9:30 am 
 

Masks are highly recommended in the church, especially when 
singing or if you are not vaccinated, but mask use is not required. 

Please be respectful of each other and those that have differing opinions on mask 
use. Remember that the center of our life together is that of love. 

 

Livestreamed services on Facebook, YouTube, our church website, and by phone. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


