
Hillsdale First United Methodist Church | Fourth Sunday after Epiphany, January 31, 2021 

• Livestream at 9:30 am on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC  
    and on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRIHbHBJ74jhHeLkO4gAs6A? 

   and on our church website  http://hillsdalefirstumc.com/  

• AND NOW A LIVE PHONE -IN OPTION ON SUNDAYS AT 9:30 AM VIA NEW # 517-247-2477 
 

Gathering 

Greeting   

Prelude Brethren, We Have Met to Worship S. B. Owens 

Call to Worship    

Thinking we know all the answers, yet wondering if we haven't missed something:  
 we enter this sanctuary of Truth. 
In the company of sinners, in cahoots with saints:  
 we gather as God's people. 
Standing by folks of deep, abiding faith: seated with those who stumble through the Kingdom: 
 we lift our praise to God. 

Song Gather Us In 2236  

1. Here in this place new light is streaming,  
now is the darkness vanished away, 
see in this space our fears and our dreamings,  
brought here to you in the light of this day.  
 

Gather us in - the lost and forsaken,  
gather us in the blind and the lame;  
call to us now, and we shall awaken,  
we shall arise at the sound of our name.  
 

2. We are the young our lives are a myst'ry  
we are the old who yearn for your face, 
we have been sung throughout all of hist'ry,  
called to be light to the whole human race.  
 

Gather us in the rich and the haughty,  
gather us in the proud and the strong;  
give us a heart so meek and so lowly,  
give us the courage to enter the song. 
  

 

3. Here we will take the wine and the water,  
here we will take the bread of new birth, 
here you shall call your sons and your daughters,  
call us anew to be salt for the earth.  
 

Give us to drink the wine of compassion,  
give us to eat the bread that is you;  
nourish us well, and teach us to fashion  
lives that are holy and hearts that are true.  
 

4. Not in the dark of buildings confining,  
not in some heaven, light-years away,  
but here in this place the new light is shining,  
now is the Kingdom, now is the day.  
 

Gather us in and hold us forever,  
gather us in and make us your own;  
gather us in - all peoples together,  
fire of love in our flesh and our bone.  
Words and music by Marty Haugen. 
© 1982 GIA Publications, Inc. 
All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-723218 

Psalm 111 

Sung refrain: 
 

All I have needed thy hand hath provided; great is they faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 
 

Praise the LORD! 
I thank the LORD with all my heart in the company  
 of those who do right, in the congregation. 
The works of the LORD are magnificent; 
    they are treasured by all who desire them. 
God’s deeds are majestic and glorious. 

God’s righteousness stands forever. 
God is famous for his wondrous works.   

Refrain 
 

The LORD is full of mercy and compassion. 
God gives food to those who honor him. 
God remembers his covenant forever. 
God proclaimed his powerful deeds to his people 
   and gave them what had belonged to other nations. 

God’s handiwork is honesty and justice; 
all God’s rules are trustworthy— 

     they are established always and forever: 

     they are fulfilled with truth and right doing. 
Refrain 
 

God sent redemption for his people; 
God commanded that his covenant last forever. 
Holy and awesome is God’s name! 
Fear of the LORD is where wisdom begins; 
    sure knowledge is for all who keep God’s laws.  

God’s praise lasts forever! 
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Hymn of Response Great Is Thy Faithfulness 140, v1  

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 
there is no shadow of turning with thee; 

thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not; 
as thou hast been, thou forever wilt be. 

 

Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

all I have needed thy hand hath provided; 
great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

Words: Thomas O. Chrisholm (Lam. 3:22-23) Music: William M. Runyan © 1923, renewed 1951 Hope Publishing Co. All Rights Reserved. Reprinted under CCLI #3134300   
 
 

Prayers of the People 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

Anthem Sound the Trumpet! Praise Him! F. J. Haydn, arr. H. Hopson  

Proclamation 

Prayer for Illumination 

God, we trust that you are in the holiest of holies. We also trust that you can make all places holy. Guide our 
understanding of your presence, so we will find comfort wherever it is available. Guide our hearts so that we may 
be drawn toward places that will challenge our beliefs about what is holy. 

Scripture Reading – Mark 1:21-28 

Hymn Silence, Frenzied, Unclean Spirit 264 
   (Sung to the tune of #586 Let My People Seek Their Freedom) 

1. "Silence, frenzied, unclean spirit!"  
cried God's healing Holy One.  
"Cease your ranting! Flesh can't bear it;  
flee as night before the sun."  
At Christ's words the demon trembled,  
from its victim madly rushed,  
while the crowd that was assembled  
stood in wonder, stunned and hushed. 
 

2. Lord, the demons still are thriving  
in the gray cells of the mind:  
tyrant voices, shrill and driving, 
twisted thoughts that grip and bind,  

 

doubts that stir the heart to panic,  
fears distorting reason's sight,  
guilt that makes our loving frantic,  
dreams that cloud the soul with fright. 
 

3. Silence, Lord, the unclean spirit  
in our mind and in our heart;  
speak your word that when we hear it,  
all our demons shall depart.  
Clear our thought and calm our feeling;  
still the fractured, warring soul.  
By the power of your healing  
make us faithful, true, and whole. 
Words and Music: Suzanne Toolan.  © 1986 © 1970 GIA Publications, Inc. 
All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-723218 

Message The Demons of Resistance   

Response 

Call to Reconciliation 

It's very simple:  all God asks is that we recognize our sin and acknowledge it. And why?  When we offer our 
prayers of confession, God takes them from us and fills our hearts with such an abundance of mercy, we cannot 
hold it all.  Please join me as we pray together, saying, 
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Unison Prayer for Forgiveness 

God our God: we fill our souls with the empty sounds of our culture,  
 and wonder why we are so empty when we need words of hope, of grace, of comfort.   
We are careful to follow the prescriptions our doctors give us,  
 yet pay little heed to your hopes for us.   
We puff out our chests over what good people we are,  
 yet do not notice how our pride trips those who seek to follow Jesus. 
 

Forgive us, Holy One, and be gracious to us: 
   astound us with your words, so we may learn your ways; 
   nourish us with your mercy, so we may be filled with life; 
   enter our empty souls, till they overflow with praise  
 for your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.               Silence is kept 

 

Song Lord, I Need You 
 

Lord, I come, I confess. 
Bowing here, I find my rest. 
And without you, I fall apart. 
You're the one that guides my heart. 
 

Lord, I need you, oh, I need you. 
Ev'ry hour I need you. 
My one defense, my righteousness; 
Oh, God, how I need you. 
 

Where sin runs deep, your grace is more. 
Where grace is found is where you are. 
And where you are, Lord, I am free. 
Holiness is Christ in me. 
Where you are, Lord, I am free. 
Holiness is Christ in me. 
 

Lord, I need you, oh, I need you. 
Ev'ry hour I need you. 
My one defense, my righteousness; 
Oh, God, how I need you. 

So teach my song to rise to you 
when temptation comes my way. 
And when I cannot stand, I'll fall on you. 
Jesus, you're my hope and stay. 
And when I cannot stand I'll fall on you. 
Jesus, you're my hope and stay. 
 

Lord, I need you, oh, I need you. 
Ev'ry hour I need you. 
My one defense, my righteousness; 
Oh, God, how I need you. 
 

Lord, I need you, oh, I need you. 
Ev'ry hour I need you. 
My one defense, my righteousness; 
Oh, God, how I need you. 
My one defense, my righteousness; 
Oh, God, how I need you. 
Words and Music: Jesse Reeves, Kristian Stanfill, Matt Maher, Christy Nockels, Daniel Carson 
© 2011 sixsteps Music/Sweater Weather Music/Thankyou Music/Valley of Songs Music/ 
Worshiptogether.com songs. For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use. All Rights Reserved. 
www.ccli.com CCLI License #3134300

Assurance of Pardon 

Of all the astounding works of God, this may be the most wonderful:  God is gracious and merciful  -  to us! 

What has this to do with us?  Everything! 
What is this?  Good news, of the very best kind! 

We are forgiven.  We give thanks to our God with all our hearts.  Amen. 
 

Passing the Peace 

If you are like me, even though I have just said that we are forgiven, it can be hard for it to sink in through my 
thick head. I almost need to hear it from someone else. Would you please say to me sincerely,  
“In Christ, you are forgiven.”? 

In Christ, you are forgiven. 

Now hear it from me, as I say it with all sincerity – In Christ, you are forgiven! 
If there are others with you, please turn to them and say to them, In Christ you are forgiven. 

In Christ you are forgiven. 

I admit, we did not use the traditional words of peace for our passing of the peace, but I hope that the sincere 
sharing of words of forgiveness brings a peace to you today! 
 
Invitation to Offering  

Moment of Meditation        

 
January 31, 2021 – 3 



Hillsdale First United Methodist Church 
45 N. Manning St., Hillsdale, MI 49242  |  517-437-3681 

www.hillsdalefirstumc.com  |  facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC 
 

Rev. Rob McPherson, Pastor | John Ourensma, Director of Music | Reneeˊ Nestorak, Associate Dir of Music | 
Pam Laurell, Church Administrator | Tana Trombly, Children’s Ministries Dir | Jeff Kornak, Facility Supervisor 

Doxology  Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow 95 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayer   

Sending 

Hymn To God Be the Glory 98 

1. To God be the glory, great things he hath done!  
So loved he the world that he gave us his Son,  
who yielded his life an atonement for sin,  
and opened the life-gate that all may go in.  
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,  
let the earth hear his voice!  
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the people rejoice!  
O come to the Father thru Jesus the Son,  
and give him the glory, great things he hath done! 
 

2. O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood,  
to every believer the promise of God;  
the vilest offender who truly believes,  
that moment from Jesus a pardon receives.  
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,  
let the earth hear his voice!  
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the people rejoice!  
O come to the Father thru Jesus the Son,  
and give him the glory, great things he hath done! 

 

3. Great things he hath taught us,  
great things he hath done,  
and great our rejoicing thru Jesus the Son;  
but purer, and higher, and greater will be our wonder,  
our transport, when Jesus we see.  
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,  
let the earth hear his voice!  
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the people rejoice!  
O come to the Father thru Jesus the Son,  
and give him the glory, great things he hath done! 
Words: Fanny J. Crosby, 1875 
Music: William H. Doane, 1875 
Public Domain. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Blessing  

And now we share in a common practice of blessing one another. We will say it twice. 
We may fail; God does not. We may end; God does not. Bless and be blessed. Amen. 

Postlude Now Thank We All Our God Ch. Callahan 
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We will continue to offer live-streamed services 
on Facebook, YouTube, and our church website on Sundays at 9:30 am,  

and we now offer a simultaneous live phone-in option on Sundays at 9:30 am. 
 

 

You may mail your offerings and contributions to our postal address below. 
To set up online giving directly from your bank to the church’s account, please call the office for details.  

 

 We will RESUME IN-PERSON WORSHIP SERVICES  
on Sunday, February 28 at 930 am. 


