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Blessing Our Homes 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Celebrating the new year comes with its own traditions like the New Year’s Eve tradition of 

staying up and counting down the seconds until the clock strikes midnight, or like the New Year 

Day tradition of making resolutions for the New Year. Several years ago here at the church, we 

gathered on the day of Epiphany to worship and to learn about another tradition – an Epiphany 

house blessing. 

The tradition is an old European one where a family gathers at their front door and using chalk 

writes the following on the door, above the door, or beside the door: 

20 + C + M + B + 18 

The numbers mark the year and the letters stand for the ancient Latin blessing Christe 

Mansionem Benedictat, which means “Christ, bless this house”. 

This year, on January 7, Epiphany Sunday, we blessed some chalk and offered scripture readings 

and a prayer to children and families as a way of inviting God’s presence into the home and 

asking God’s blessing on the home and on the people who live and enter there. Below is a 

blessing that can be used, and I’d like to invite you, if you haven’t already, to do the same.   

Matthew writes that when the magi saw the shining star stop overhead, they were filled with 

joy. “On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary, his mother.” (Matthew 2:10-11)  

In our homes, Christ is met in family and friends, in visitors and strangers. In the home, faith is 

shared, nurtured, and put into action. In the home, Christ is welcome. 

May God bless your home and all who enter, 
Pastor Pat 

 

20 + C + M + B + 18 

May peace be to this house and to all who enter here. 
By wisdom a house is built and through understanding it is established: 

through knowledge its rooms are filled with rare and beautiful treasures. (Proverbs 24:3-4) 

As we prepare to ask God’s blessing on this household,  

In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
He was in the beginning with God. 
All things came into being through him, 
and without him not one thing came into being. 
What has come into being was life, 
and the life was the light of all people. 
The Word became flesh and lived among us, 
and we have seen his glory, 
the glory of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 
From his fullness we have all received 
grace upon grace. (John 1:1-4, 14, 16) 

 

O God, 
you have revealed your Son to all people 
by the shining of a star. 
We pray that you bless this home and all who live here 
with your gracious presence. 
May your love be our inspiration, 
your wisdom our guide, 
your truth our light, 
and your peace our benediction; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

(from Sundays and Seasons, © 2017 Augsburg Fortress) 
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Pastor Transitions 

I have been asked a few times in the last couple of months about the process of pastoral 

transition. Some have experienced pastoral change in other traditions, like Lutheran or 

Presbyterian, and others have not been through it at all.  

In the United Methodist Church, we call it Appointment Making. That is because pastors 

in the UMC are appointed to churches annually. The Bishop — in Michigan, Bishop David 

Bard — has the responsibility for setting all the pastoral appointments in the conference. 

This process of assigning clergy to churches (or circuits) dates back to the late 1700s 

with John Wesley. This is not the kind of process where the church calls or hires its 

pastor. 

Bishop Bard and all of the District Superintendents in the conference have already begun 

to look at all the appointment needs throughout the conference and started the process of 

appointment making. They already know which pastors have requested retirement and 

will consider the needs of those open appointments and work to find a pastor whose gifts 

and skills will meet those needs. Our Staff-Parish Relations Committee worked diligently 

this fall to create a profile that reflects the needs, characteristics, and opportunities of this 

congregation and have shared that with our District Superintendent, Dale Miller. 

Once a decision is made, the District Superintendent will arrange a meeting with the Staff

-Parish Relations Committee when the new pastor will be introduced. This is an 

opportunity for the Committee to become acquainted with the pastor, and the pastor 

with the congregation through the Committee. The appointment will be kept confidential 

by the Committee until an announcement is made on a Sunday morning simultaneously 

to the pastor’s current congregation and to this one. Once the announcement is made, 

there will be several opportunities for the new pastor to visit here and to become 

acquainted with staff and leadership before the change becomes effective on July 1, 2018. 

I know that this time of transition can be unsettling; it certainly is for me! If you have 

questions or comments, please bring them to me at any time.  Grace and Peace, Pastor Pat  

Christmas Eve, December 24, 2017 
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Here we are in 2018, the beginning of another new year.  When you first hear the words 

“New Year” what do you start to think of?  For me I think of a time to renew and refresh, a 

time to continue the good path, and improve on those areas that we need to the most.  I 

also think of it as a time to specifically refocus my faith journey and my relationship with 

God.  God is always there and I trust in that, but sometimes I should be there more in that 

relationship with him and for him. So instead of making resolutions at the new year, I like 

to choose to use the fresh beginning of the year to reconnect and recommit my service to 

God. 

It reminds me of a situation that occurred a few weeks ago when someone came into our 

church and asked if they were too late – my first thought was “no, you’re here and God is 

glad you are”.  I do genuinely believe that our God is gracious to understand that 

sometimes some of us may take a bit longer to come to him, but he’s always there for us to 

start or continue that journey in our faith path.   Sometimes it is easy to let other things 

become the priority in our lives as we go through the year, but at the new year and 

throughout the year, God is ready for you and is eager for you to refocus on the 

relationship with him.  

It’s like the scripture from 2 Corinthians 6:2, “Now is the time of God’s favor, now is the 

day of salvation”.  So today, whether it’s at the beginning of a new day, a new week, or a 

new year, ask Christ to come into your life today—and he will.  It’s a new year, another 

chance to make additional time for prayer and reflection, and find a new way to 

experience and strengthen your relationship with Jesus.  | Melodie Coles, Lay Leader    

It’s a New Year 

Sharing the Good News 

On December 17, Pastor Pat and singers from Hillsdale First shared lessons and carols  

with a congregation of residents gathered at Drews Place.  

      January 2018  |  3 



Stepping into a new year is always a time to reflect on 

events of the year past and anticipate the unknowns, hopes, 

and expectations of the year ahead. We all understand that 

idea because the basic thought process is pretty much the 

same for all of us. But the specific subjects and events we 

each think about can vary greatly depending on what hat 

we're wearing as we reflect.  Are we reflecting as a parent, a 

child, a college student, a widower, as a new retiree, or still 

as a person busy working?  I'm very much one to think 

about years past and years to come, both as a person, but 

also, and maybe too much, specifically as a church music 

director. Add to that the fact that each turn of the year 

marks another year of my being among you here. 

When I worked for the pipe organ company, I looked back 

on the year and could count the number of organs I'd tuned, 

or helped build, the number of organ pipes I'd made or 

voiced, the number of sales contacts I'd made, etc.   These 

were rather concrete items, most of which I could literally 

"see" and "hear" and I could (and did) go back to visit 

especially those new instruments. In the sort of work that 

church music consists of, one can certainly count the 

worship services played, the rehearsals planned and led, the 

new pieces learned, etc., but they're not often tangible items 

in the same way as something that was made and is still 

there to look at. There's certainly a bulletin record of the 

service or a concert program, or even a rehearsal schedule 

and music planning lists that I keep on file, but the actual 

moments of worship, of rehearsal, of whatever, were there 

for only the moments that they lasted. So how does one 

"measure" one's work as a church musician? And how does 

one set goals for the times ahead? It's a challenge anyone 

working in the church faces. 

Ultimately, since the goal of church music should be a God-

centered spiritual focus for both those singing or playing as 

well as those listening, the measure of a music ministry's 

success might best be evaluated on the spiritual growth of 

all involved – musicians and worshippers. But how do we do 

that? Take each other's spiritual temperature with some 

sort of measuring device? Can you see how difficult it is to 

get a handle on evaluating "success" at a job like this?  Or 

our own personal spiritual growth for that matter… 

From the Director of Music 

 

 
 
Community 

Concert  
 
 

 
March 4 
4:00 pm 

 

Fingerstyle 
Guitarist 

David 
Youngman 

 
 
 

David Youngman 
is a local 

professional 
fingerstyle 

guitarist and will 
be sharing music 

in a varied 
program of 
sacred and 

classical 
selections. 

  

Continued on next page 
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Obviously there's not enough space in this publication to 

develop this thinking to its fullest.  I used my job only as an 

example of how hard it can be to measure the "success" of a 

ministry. But how can we do that as a church congregation 

and its ministries? As I look back over the year just past and 

the very interesting year ahead, I'm thinking there's a lot for 

us to reflect on as a church congregation seeking to serve God 

here in this place. How can we measure the effectiveness of 

our ministry as a church in the past year? What are the 

markers we might use? What's the evidence? And what about 

the year we're just entering – with the building project, the 

change of a pastor, and the unknowns to come? Certainly we 

must trust God's faithfulness! But how much do we all 

actually think about where we are and where God is calling 

us? Will we pray about this, and ask God what each of our 

roles might be? Can we find opportunities to talk more 

together about such things? I hope and pray we can and that 

we will. 

Well, so far this column hasn't been that much specifically 

about music…. But I do want to take a moment to again thank 

all those that made our 5th annual Community Christmas 

Concert on December 10 a wonderful time of worship and 

experiencing God's love and grace through music! Also my 

sincere thanks to the choir singers and bell ringers for all the 

fine music throughout all of 2017, and particularly for the 

time and effort put forth in preparation and practice. It just 

doesn't happen by itself! My prayer is that all of us, no matter 

our role, found a deeper understanding of God's love for each 

of us this past year – through the scriptures, the teaching, and 

the music we sang and heard as well as seeing God's hand at 

work in and through each other. | SDG, JO 

 

 
Early 

Childhood 
Music Class 

 
 

 
Tuesdays, 

January 16 - 
March 27 

5:30-6:15 pm 
 
 
 

A free 10-week 
session for 

children  
ages 3-5  

with a parent 
attending 

 
Featuring a 
specialized 
curriculum 

developed by 
Michigan State 

University 
 

Registration is 
required and 

available through 
the church office 

Christmas Eve, December 24, 2017 
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Missions and Ministries 

Blankets and Tools | The Missions Team has selected the Blankets and Tools project  

for our focus for both January and February.  Blankets and Tools is a Church World 

Services program that offers financial support for a variety of projects that provide food 

and water as well as other resources that empower people to meet their own needs.  

The program also offers assistance to those who have experienced natural disaster or 

displacement. 

Through donations and contributions, Church World Services has been able to provide 

disaster response blankets and tools to people in California,  Kentucky,  Ohio, and 

Michigan. Globally the need in 2017 has been met in Cuba, Guyana, Jordan, and Armenia.   

When disaster strikes, Church World Services works with partners on the scene to 

provide food and water,  shelter,  blankets,  recovery kits,  counseling - the basic needs 

to ensure the survival of individuals and communities at risk.   A donation of $10 

provides one blanket for someone in need, and because our contributions are given 

through CWS partner UMCOR, 100% of your contribution goes to this mission.  Please 

consider your support of Blankets and Tools in January and Feburary. | Missions Team 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Confirmation Class | High School youth are invited to join a Confirmation Class to 

become members of the church.   Classes are scheduled after worship from 10:45 until 

noon on the following Sundays:  January 28, February 25, March 18, April 29.  On 

Pentecost Sunday, May 20, Pastor Pat will confirm the students at the 9:30 worship 

service.  Each class will focus on what it means to be a Methodist - our history, our 

traditions, our role in the world today.   Barb Vallieu is organizing the class and can be 

contacted at 517-398-5022 by phone or text.   

Youth Group Reunion 

 

 

Hearts returned 

home as some  

youth group “alumni” 

gathered for a photo 

on Christmas Eve. 
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Bulletin Board Headlines 

January 
Anniversaries 
  1 Aaron and Ginny Delauter 
  10 Dick and Sonja Slagle 
 24 Dan and Kathy Nestorak 

Birthdays 
 1 Jeri Little 
 7 Elaine Rich  
  10 Dan Nestorak 
 11 Carol Tindall 
 14 Jeff Hart 
 16 Anna Bertalon 
 28 Dick Emery 
 

February 
Anniversaries   
  9 Jamie and Pat Vreeland 
  17 Dick and Carol Emery 
 21 Steve and Jill Monroe 

Birthdays 
 3 Carol Stanley 
 4 David Knowles  
  12 Corbett Amburgey 
 21 Roger Brook 
 24 Ginny Delauter 

Prayer Requests | Prayers for anyone  

who is in need of God’s comfort and peace. 

Continuing: Pat and Tom Bildner, Jack 

Bowles, Jackie Budd, Lorna Busch, Shirley 

Connolly, Ethel Ferguson, Lynn George, 

Kristine Hasty, Larry Jackson, Sue Kinney, Pat 

Laurell, Destiney Lower, Jim and Bev Marks, 

Kyle Maystead, William Mitchell, Bettie 

Monroe, Carolyn Parker, Gene Parker, Chloe 

Rae Rubin, Betty Scheibner, Carol Stanley, 

Maggie Swan, Daryl Sweet, Carol Tindall, 

Maribeth Watkins, John White’s parents, Rev. 

Tamara Williams  

In Nursing Care or at Home: Dorothy 

Aspinall (in Illinois), Sammy Brink, B.J. Clark, 

Shirley Connolly, Susie Eichler, Lois 

Fosbender, Bert Hill, Ruth Huston, Jackie 

Mitchell, Bettie Monroe, Colleen Ridenour, Bob 

Scholl, Carol Tindall 

Serving in the Military: Ricardo Arellano, 

Emily Mitchell 

Notes of Thanks  

Dear Church Family: Thank you so 

much for all your prayers and 

thoughts and cards while I had a 

tough year in 2017 [with operations 

and hospital stays]. Prayers work. I 

am on the mend.  |  Jackie Mitchell 
 

Many thanks to Pastor Pat, John, 

and members of the choir for the 

Christmas program [at Drews] on 

Sunday the 17th. Congratulations 

on the concert. I hear it was a 

success. Sorry I couldn’t attend.  

Ethel Ferguson 
 

Thanks for making the church 

available for the HCSA recitals over 

the past years and for continuing to 

support HCSA as it begins a new 

chapter. Happy New Year!  

Judy Bixler 

Red Cross Blood Drive, Feb 8 

 
The Blood Drive sponsored by the 

Hillsdale First United Methodist 

Church on December 7 produced 22 

pints of blood. Our goal was 32. It 

was the first time we have not met 

our goal. We determined the 

weather was the biggest factor for 

this. Many thanks to all of the 

donors and church volunteers. 

 

The next Blood Drive to be held 

at the church will be on 

Thursday, February 8, from 11:00 

am to 4:45 pm, sponsored by the 

Hillsdale Lions Club.     

Martha Smith 
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Church Administrator/Director of Youth Ministries 
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JANUARY 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2  3 4 5 
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7 

9:30a Worship 

(Sanctuary) 

11a Worship 

(Fellowship Hall) 

7p Boy Scouts   

8 

5:30p Trustees 

  

9 

12p Kiwanis 

6:30p Finance 

 

 

   

 

10 

1:30p Quilters 

5:30p Building 

Committee 

6:00 pm ONE 

Team 
 

11 

1p Love INC 

6:30p Choir   

8p Praise Band  

 

12 

  

13 

10a Sanctuary 

Preparation   

14                       

9:30a Worship 

(Sanctuary) 

11a Worship 

(Fellowship Hall) 

 7p Boy Scouts 

 

15 

6:30p Worship 

Team 

  

16 

12p Kiwanis 

5:30p Music Class 

6:30p Habitat 

  

17          

1:30p Quilters 

7p MJT Circle  

  

 

 

 

18 

6:30p Choir 

8p Praise Band 

 

 

 

19 

 

20           

 

NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 

  

21          

9:30a Worship

(Sanctuary)  

11a Worship with 

breakfast  

(Fellowship Hall) 

7p Boy Scouts 

22 

1:30p ArtWorks 

7p Ad Board  

 

 

23   

12p Kiwanis 

5:30p Music Class 

6:30p Building 

Committee 

7:30p Handbells 

 

24       

9:30p First Light  

1:30p Quilters 

6p First Light 

  

  

 

25 

6:30p Choir 

8p Praise Band 

 

 

 

 

26 

 

  

27           

 

28 

 9:30a Worship 

(Sanctuary) 

11a Worship 

(Fellowship Hall) 

 7p Boy Scouts 

29 

 

  

 

  

30 

12p Kiwanis 

5:30p Music Class 

7:30p Handbells 

31       

9:30p First Light 

1:30p Quilters 

6p First Light 

  

 

 
 

  

 Feb 1 

6:30p Choir 

8p Praise Band 

  

Feb 2 

 

Feb 3 

9a Violin Group 

Lessons - 

Nestorak  

 

Ash Wednesday Service, February 14, 7:00 pm 



Schedule of Church Committee Meetings   |    2018 
   

January February March 
8 -   Trustees - 5:30p 12 - Trustees - 5:30p 12 - Trustees - 5:30p 
9 -   Finance - 6:30p 13 - Finance - 6:30p 13 - Finance - 6:30p 
10 - ONE Team - 6p 14 - ONE Team - TBD 14 - ONE Team - 7:15p 
15 - Worship Team - 6:30p 19 - Worship Team - 6:30p 19 - Worship Team - 6:30p 
22 - Ad Board - 7p 26 - Ad Board - 7p 26 - Ad Board - 7p 
23 - Building Comm - 6:30p 27 - Building Comm - 6:30p 27 - Building Comm - 6:30p 
      

      

   

April  May June 
9 -   Trustees - 5:30p 8 -   Finance - 6:30p 11 - Trustees - 5:30p 
10 - Finance - 6:30p 9 -   ONE Team - 7:15p 12 - Finance - 6:30p 
11 - ONE Team - 6p 14 - Trustees - 5:30p 13 - ONE Team - 7:15p 
16 - Worship Team - 6:30p 21 - Worship Team - 6:30p 18 - Worship Team - 6:30p 
23 - Ad Board - 7p 22 - Building Comm - 6:30p 25 - Ad Board - 7p 
24 - Building Comm - 6:30p 28 - Ad Board - 7p 26 - Building Comm - 6:30p 
      

      

   

July August September 
9 -   Trustees - 5:30p 8 -   ONE Team - 7:15p 10 - Trustees - 5:30p 
10 - Finance - 6:30p 13 - Trustees - 5:30p 11 - Finance - 6:30p 
11 - ONE Team - 6p 14 - Finance - 6:30p 12 - ONE Team - 7:15p 
16 - Worship Team - 6:30p 20 - Worship Team - 6:30p 17 - Worship Team - 6:30p 
23 - Ad Board - 7p 27 - Ad Board - 7p 24 - Ad Board - 7p 
24 - Building Comm - 6:30p 28 - Building Comm - 6:30p 25 - Building Comm - 6:30p 
      

      

   

October November December 

8 -   Trustees - 5:30p 12 - Trustees - 5:30p 10 - Trustees - 5:30p 
9 -   Finance - 6:30p 13 - Finance - 6:30p 11 - Finance - 6:30p 
10 - ONE Team - 6p 14 - ONE Team - 7:15p 12 - ONE Team - 7:15p 
15 - Worship Team - 6:30p 19 - Worship Team - 6:30p 17 - Worship Team - 6:30p 
22 - Ad Board - 7p 26 - Ad Board - 7p  
23 - Building Comm - 6:30p 27 - Building Comm - 6:30p  
      

      


