




The Call of Samuel
And the Lord came and called as before, “Samuel!  
Samuel!” And Samuel replied, “Speak, your servant is 
listening.” 1 Samuel 3:10 (NLT)

Based on 1 Samuel 3:1-10

ACROSS
3. Another name for God
4. A priest in the temple at Shilo (1 

Samuel 3:1)
6. A person who is employed to do 

work for another person
7. The pair of organs of seeing in 

the faces of humans and 
animals

8. To ask someone to come to you

DOWN

1. A piece of furniture with a flat 
surface that a person can lie on 
to sleep

2. Not strong

3. To give attention to a person 
who is speaking

5. A boy who ministered with Eli

6. To say words; to use the voice

       SAMUEL SPEAK CALL ELI WEAK
       BED EYES LORD SERVANT LISTEN
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The Call of Samuel
And the Lord came and called as before, “Samuel!  
Samuel!” And Samuel replied, “Speak, your servant is 
listening.” 1 Samuel 3:10 (NLT)

Based on 1 Samuel 3:1-10

     LAMP WORD VISIONS EYES SERVANT
     BOY SPEAK CALL REVEALED LORD
     NIGHT SAMUEL LISTENING WEAK ARK
     LIE SEE TEMPLE THIRD ELI
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The Call of Samuel
And the Lord came and called as before, “Samuel!  
Samuel!” And Samuel replied, “Speak, your servant is 
listening.” 1 Samuel 3:10 (NLT)

Choose the word that best matches the definition.
Answers can be found in 1 Samuel 3:1-10)

1. Another name for God
A. Eli    B. Samuel    C. Servant   D. Lord

2. To say words; to use the voice
A. look    B. speak    C. hear    D. listen

3. To give attention to a person who is speaking
A. call    B. speak    C. listen    D. eyes

4. A priest in the temple at Shilo (1 Samuel 3:1)
A. Moses    B. Eli    C. Samuel    D. Jacob

5. A boy who ministered with Eli in the temple
A. Samuel    B. David   C. Joseph    D. Daniel

6. A piece of furniture with a flat surface that a person can lie on to 
sleep
A. chairl    B. bed    C. table    D. ark

7. A person who is employed to do work for another person
A. servant    B. priest    C. boss    D. soldier

8. To ask someone to come to you
A. speak    B. call   C.sleep    D. listen

9. The pair of organs of seeing in the faces of humans and animals
A. ears    B. nose   C. eyes    D. mouth

10. Not strong
A. weak    B. tall    C. young    D. blind
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The Call of Samuel
And the Lord came and called as before, "Samuel! Samuel!" And Samuel replied, "Speak,
your servant is listening." 1 Samuel 3:10 (NLT)

The puzzle is based on 1 Samuel 3:1-10

The words below have been written in code. Use the hints in the decoder at the top of the
page to help break the code (the letters on top are the correct answers, the letters on the
bottom are the code). Write the correct word on the line provided beside each code word.

AA BB CC DD EE FF GG HH II JJ KK LL MM NN OO PP QQ RR SS TT UU VV WW XX YY ZZ

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

1. 19-16-5-1-11

2. 5-12-9

3. 19-1-13-21-5-12

4. 3-1-12-12-5-4

5. 20-5-13-16-12-5

6. 12-9-19-20-5-14

7. 19-5-18-22-1-14-20

8. 13-9-14-9-19-20-5-18

SPEAK ELI SAMUEL CALLED
TEMPLE LISTEN SERVANT MINISTER
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God Calls Samuel

Theme

Answering God's Call

Object

Blank name tags - two per child; markers; pens - one per child

Scripture

1 Samuel 3:1-10

At the beginning of the school year, most teachers make a name tag for each

student in the class. The teacher does that to help the students in the class

learn one another's names. (Give each child a blank name tag and markers.

Instruct kids to write their name on the nametag and decorate it. Have kids put

them on and show them off.)

I’ve heard it said that the sweetest sound to anyone is the sound of their own

name. Doesn't it make you feel good when someone remembers your name?

(Invite kids to share about a time it made them feel good to hear someone say

their names.)

Even God knows your name. Names are important to Him. In fact, I can think of

several times in the Bible when God called someone by name. In Exodus, God

called to Moses from within the burning bush. In Luke, Jesus called Zacchaeus'

name, telling him to come down from the tree. God called Paul by his given

name, Saul, before Saul became a believer, and then gave him a new name.

One of my favorite times in the Bible is when God called Samuel by name.  (Give

each child another name tag and a pen this time, and have kids write “Samuel” on

it, leaving space for a few small drawings.) 

Samuel's mother, Hannah, wanted a son more than anything, so she prayed and

asked God to give her one. (On the nametags, have kids draw a stick figure on

her knees to represent Hannah praying.) Hannah promised God that if He would

give her a son, she would give Him back to the LORD to serve him all the days

of his life. God gave Hannah the son she asked for and she kept her promise to

God. When the boy was old enough, she took him to the temple and presented

him to Eli, the priest. So Samuel served in the temple under Eli. (Have kids draw

a small temple to show the son would be serving God.) 

One night Samuel was sleeping when he heard someone call his name. He got

up and ran to Eli. "Here I am; you called me," he said to Eli.
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"I didn't call you," Eli answered, "go back to bed." So Samuel went back to bed.

(Have kids draw a bed.)

Again the LORD called, "Samuel!" Samuel jumped out of bed and went to Eli.

"Here I am; you called me."

"I didn't call you, go back to bed," Eli answered a second time.

A third time God called Samuel and Samuel got up and went to Eli. "Here I am;

you called me," he said.

Finally, Eli realized that it was God who was calling Samuel. He told Samuel,

"Go and lie down, and if He calls you again, say, 'Speak Lord, for your servant is

listening."

Samuel went back to bed and sure enough, again he heard the voice of God

calling, "Samuel! Samuel!" This time Samuel answered as Eli had told him,

"Speak, for your servant is listening." 

Some people think that God only calls grown-ups. But Samuel was just a young

boy when God called him. God knows your name just as He knew the name of

Samuel and God still calls boys and girls today saying, "Come, follow me." So,

listen for God's call and answer just as Samuel did, "Here I am!" (Invite kids to

stick their Samuel name tags upside-down to a leg so when they look down, they

can remember that God called Samuel and God calls them, too.)

Dear God, today we are listening for Your call. Perhaps You have something

special for us to do. When You call, we will answer, "Here I am." In Jesus’

name, amen.



God Calls Samuel 
1 Samuel 1:1-4:22 
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 In the time of the Judges there was a man 
married to two women.  The first had many sons 
and daughters, but the second, Hannah, could not 
have children. 
 
 The other wife teased Hannah, “Look how my 
children contribute to the family. They work so 
hard.” 
 
 Hannah would cry to her husband, wishing for a 
baby.  “Am I not better than any baby you could 
have?” he asked. 
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 Every year they went to give offerings and pray 
at the tabernacle.  Hannah went in early one 
morning, crying and asking God for a baby. 
 
 Silently she prayed, “Lord, if you give me a son, I 
will dedicate him to you for all of his life” 
 
 She was praying so earnestly she didn’t see Eli 
come in. 
 
 “What are you doing woman?  How could you 
be drunk so early.”  Eli had seen her lips moving and 
thought she was drunk. 
 
 “No sir,” Hannah answered.  “I am only very sad.  
I’ve been praying for a child.” 
 
 Eli’s heart softened and he smiled, “Go in peace, 
and may God grant what you have asked.”
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 Hannah had a son and named him Samuel, 
saying “I have prayed for this child.” 
 
 When Samuel was old enough she took him up 
to Shiloh and gave the boy to Eli. 
 
 “Please sir,” she said.  “I have prayed for this 
boy for many years, and now I give him back to God.  
I praise God for my child.” 
 
 Samuel lived with Eli at the tabernacle from 
then on.
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 Eli had two sons, but they did not love God like 
Eli did.  They were bullies. 
 
 They would come and take meat from the 
offering intended for God.  If someone objected 
they laughed out loud and took it anyways. 
 
 Eli heard about this and tried to stop them, but 
they didn’t listen to him. 
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 Eventually a prophet from God came to Eli, “I 
chose your family to be priests and set you apart for 
me.  But you honor your sons more than Me.  
Therefore I will destroy your family.  Your sons will 
die.  I will raise up a faithful priest to Me.  Thus says 
the Lord,” and the prophet left. 
 
 Eli stood stunned and didn’t know what to do. 
 
 But in all of this Samuel grew up to be a boy 
who loved God and served Him.
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 One night Samuel woke up to a voice calling 
him.  As quick as he could Samuel ran to Eli, thinking 
it was him. 
 
 “Here I am!  You called me.” 
 
 Muttering and half waking up, Eli blinked at him, 
“What what?  You must have heard something.  Go 
back to sleep.” 
 
 Samuel went back to bed and fell asleep again.  
Again a voice called Samuel, and again Samuel ran 
to Eli. 
 
 Again Eli said, “Go back to sleep.”
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 A third time the voice called Samuel, and again 
he ran to Eli. 
 
 “Here I am.  You called me.” 
 
 This time Eli understood it was God calling him.  
“When you go back to bed, if you hear your name 
again say, ‘Speak Lord, Your servant is listening.’” 
 
 Samuel lay back down waiting and he heard his 
name again.  “Speak Lord, Your servant is listening.” 
 
 Then God told Samuel His plans, “I am going to 
do something that will make all of Israel sad.  That 
day I will do what I promised to Eli, his sons will die 
for their sins.” 
 
 Samuel lay back down afraid to tell what God 
had said.
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 The next morning Eli asked what God had told 
Samuel.  Samuel looked at the ground and told Eli 
everything. 
 
 Leaning back into his chair and covering his eyes 
Eli said, “He is God and He will do what He knows is 
good.  Blessed be God.” 
 
 All of Israel learned that God was speaking to 
Samuel. 
 
 Some years later Israel went out to fight the 
Philistines and lost.  All of Israel was shocked, but 
they decided they would win if they brought the Ark 
of the Covenant with them. 
 
 Eli’s sons brought it onto the battlefield and the 
Philistines were scared, they’d heard what God did 
to the Egyptians.
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 The Philistine generals went through the army 
shouting, “Man up, we must face them like men or 
we’ll be destroyed!” 
 
 They ran in to fight and destroyed the Israelites, 
capturing the Ark. 
 
 A Benjaminite ran all the way back to Eli and 
told him everything that happened. 
 
 When Eli heard the Ark had been taken and his 
sons were dead, he fell out of his chair and died. 
 
 Samuel took up the mantle of priest, prophet, 
and judge. 
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Questions 
 
Younger Kids 

1. What did Hannah do when she wanted a baby? 
2. Did Eli’s sons love God? 
3. What did Samuel do when God called him? 
4. What happened to the ark? 

 
Middle Kids 

1. Read 1 Samuel 1:20.  Who does Hannah give 
credit to for her child? 

2. Read 1 Samuel 2:11.  How old do you think 
Samuel is?  What is he doing?  How can you 
serve God right now? 

3. Read 1 Samuel 3:5 and 6.  How did Samuel 
respond?  How do you respond to your 
parents? 

4. Read 1 Samuel 4:5.  Who are the Israelites 
cheering for? 
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Older Guys 
1. Read 1 Samuel 1:1-5 and 8.  What do you 

observe about Elkahan?  How can you apply 
these things? 

2. Read 1 Samuel 1:5-7.  Who did God bless with 
kids?  Does that seem fair?  Does God always 
bless who we expect to be blessed? 

3. Read 1 Samuel 1:12-14.  What is Eli’s 
immediate response to Hannah?  Is that right?  
Now read 1 Samuel 1:17.  Did he change his 
response when he had more information?  Do 
you? 

4. How did Hannah respond when tested by Eli? 
Read 1 Samuel 1:15-16. 

5. Read 1 Samuel 3:5-9.  How do you respond to 
God’s calling?  Do you recognize His 
prompting? 

6. Read 1 Samuel 3:15-18.  Who are you more 
likely to respond as when finding out bad news, 
Samuel or Eli? 

7. Read 1 Samuel 4:1-5.  Does God tolerate being 
treated as a genie to grant wishes?  Read 1 
Samuel 4:10-11. 



 22 

 
Activities 

1. Take turns as parents calling your kids and have 
them come running from different parts of the 
house saying “Here I am.”  Occasionally 
thorough out the day, call for them and see 
who can run the fastest. 

2. Brainstorm ways to respond when people 
aren’t nice or don’t understand what you are 
doing.  Look back at how Hannah responded. 

 
Online 

1. Hannah and Samuel coloring pages- 
http://www.coloring.ws/hannah.htm 

2. a couple of activities to do with this story- 
http://handsonbibleteacher.blogspot.com/2011/0

4/god-called-samuel-exploring-bible.html  
3. Speak Lord your servant hears craft- 

https://histreasureseekers.wordpress.com/2011/

07/23/speak-lord-for-your-servant-hears/  
4. Hannah prayer craft- 

http://craftingthewordofgod.com/2013/10/09/
samuels-birth/  

http://www.coloring.ws/hannah.htm
http://handsonbibleteacher.blogspot.com/2011/04/god-called-samuel-exploring-bible.html
http://handsonbibleteacher.blogspot.com/2011/04/god-called-samuel-exploring-bible.html
https://histreasureseekers.wordpress.com/2011/07/23/speak-lord-for-your-servant-hears/
https://histreasureseekers.wordpress.com/2011/07/23/speak-lord-for-your-servant-hears/
http://craftingthewordofgod.com/2013/10/09/samuels-birth/
http://craftingthewordofgod.com/2013/10/09/samuels-birth/

