
Hillsdale First United Methodist Church | Second Sunday after Epiphany, January 17, 2021 

• Livestream at 9:30 am on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC  
    and on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRIHbHBJ74jhHeLkO4gAs6A? 

   and on our church website  http://hillsdalefirstumc.com/  
• Available for phone-in recording at 11:00 am @ 1-312-626-6799, provide meeting #394 134 739 

 

Gathering 

Greeting   

Prelude Amazing Grace H. Hopson 

Call to Worship    

We slumbered because we were exhausted.  
 Now we know we must rise and join our neighbors who refuse to give up.  
We will stumble humbly forward and join the movement inspired by God’s calling. 
 Healers and truth-tellers draw near. We honor our bodies by baring our souls to the Creator. 
 We join our hands, hearts, and voices as we are able. 
 We open up our eyes and gaze on simple glories in one face and then another.  
God who calls, open us to the possibility that we will wake from our dysfunction and slumber,  
 and serve one another. 
God who calls, we have been asleep. 
 We have been greedy and forgetful. 
 We have acted as though we do not believe we are loved or can love. 
We want to wake up, to share, to remember, 
 and we look to you and to each other to hear our confession 
 and hold us accountable. Amen. 

 
Passing the Peace 

Today we remember that we must remind one another of the forgiveness that flows freely from God and 
through us to one another. I invite you to turn to one another and share a sign of peace: look into each 
other’s eyes and say to one another, “the peace of God is in you.” 

Hymn Amazing Grace 378, v 1,2,3,6  

1. Amazing grace! How sweet the sound 
that saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found; 
was blind, but now I see. 
 

2. 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
and grace my fears relieved; 
how precious did that grace appear 
the hour I first believed. 
 
 

3. Through many dangers, toils, and snares, 
I have already come; 
'tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, 
and grace will lead me home. 
 

6. When we've been there ten thousand years, 
bright shining as the sun, 
we've no less days to sing God's praise 
than when we'd first begun. 
Words by John Newton 
Music; 19th C. USA melody; harm. by Edwin O. Excell, 1900 
Public Domain 

Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 Sung refrain: 
 

Search me, O God, and know my heart; try me and know my thoughts. 
 

LORD, you have examined me. 
    You know me. 
You know when I sit down and when I stand up. 
    Even from far away, you comprehend my plans. 
You study my traveling and resting. 
    You are thoroughly familiar with all my ways. 
There isn’t a word on my tongue, LORD, 
    that you don’t already know completely. 
 
 

You surround me—front and back. 
    You put your hand on me. 
That kind of knowledge is too much for me; 
    it’s so high above me that I can’t reach it.  Refrain 
 

You are the one who created my innermost parts; 
    you knit me together  
 while I was still in my mother’s womb. 
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I give thanks to you that I was marvelously set apart. 
    Your works are wonderful—I know that very well. 
My bones weren’t hidden from you 
    when I was being put together in a secret place, 
    when I was being woven together  
 in the deep parts of the earth. 
Your eyes saw my embryo, 
     
 

and on your scroll every day was written  
that was being formed for me, 
    before any one of them had yet happened. 
God, your plans are incomprehensible to me! 
    Their total number is countless! 
If I tried to count them— 
 they outnumber grains of sand! 
 If I came to the very end—I’d still be with you.  Refrain 

Prayers of the People 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

Solo  Psalm 139 D. McAfee 

Proclamation 

Prayer for Illumination 

Open our ears, O God, that we might hear your Word speaking to us in this moment. 
 Open our ears, O God, that we might listen for your voice calling to us through scripture. 
Open our ears, O God, that we might understand your promises to followers  
 both old and young, ancient and modern. 
Open our hearts, O God, that we might enter into the love you offer us. Amen. 

Scripture Reading – 1 Samuel 3:1-10 (11-20) 

Hymn Here I Am, Lord 593

1. I, the Lord of sea and sky,  
I have heard my people cry.  
All who dwell in dark and sin my hand will save.  
I who made the stars of night,  
I will make their darkness bright.  
Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall I send?  
Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord?  
I have heard you calling in the night.  
I will go, Lord, if you lead me.  
I will hold your people in my heart. 
 

2. I, the Lord of snow and rain,  
I have borne my people's pain.  
I have wept for love of them. They turn away.  
I will break their hearts of stone,  
give them hearts for love alone.  
I will speak my word to them. Whom shall I send?  

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord?  
I have heard you calling in the night.  
I will go, Lord, if you lead me.  
I will hold your people in my heart. 
 

3. I, the Lord of wind and flame,  
I will tend the poor and lame,  
I will set a feast for them. My hand will save.  
Finest bread I will provide till their hearts be satisfied.  
I will give my life to them. Whom shall I send?  
Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord?  
I have heard you calling in the night.  
I will go, Lord, if you lead me.  
I will hold your people in my heart. 
Words by Dan Schutte, 1981 (Is. 6:8) 
Music: Dan Schutte, 1981, adapt. by Carlton R. Young, 1988 
© 1981 OCP. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-723218 

 

Message When God Speaks at Night 

Response 

Prayer of Response 

Insistent God, 
by night and day you summon your slumbering people. 

So stir us with your voice and enlighten our lives with your grace 
that we give ourselves fully to Christ's call to mission and ministry. Amen. 
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Hymn Lord Speak to Me 463

1. Lord, speak to me, that I may speak 
in living echoes of thy tone; 
as thou hast sought, so let me seek 
thine erring children lost and lone. 

2. O strengthen me, that while I stand 
firm on the rock, and strong in thee, 
I may stretch out a loving hand 
to wrestlers with the troubled sea. 

3. O teach me, Lord, that I may teach 
the precious things thou dost impart; 
and wing my words, that they may reach 
the hidden depths of many a heart. 

4. O fill me with thy fullness, Lord, 
until my very heart o'erflow 
in kindling thought and glowing word, 
thy love to tell, thy praise to show. 

5. O use me, Lord, use even me, 
just as thou wilt, and when, and where, 
until thy blessed face I see, 
thy rest, thy joy, thy glory share. 
Words: Frances R. Havergal, 1872 (Rom. 14:7) 
Music: Adapt. from Robert Schumann, 1839 
Public Domain 
 

 

Invitation to Offering  

Moment of Meditation        

Doxology  Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow 95 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayer   

Sending 

Song We Are Called 2172

1. Come! Live in the light!  
Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord!  
We are called to be light for the kingdom,  
to live in the freedom of the city of God!  
We are called to act with justice,  
we are called to love tenderly, 
we are called to serve one another,  
to walk humbly with God! 
 

2. Come! Open your heart!  
Show your mercy to all those in fear!  
We are called to be hope for the hopeless  
so all hatred and blindness will be no more!  
We are called to act with justice,  
we are called to love tenderly, 
we are called to serve one another,  
to walk humbly with God! 

3. Sing! Sing a new song!  
Sing of that great day when all will be one!  
God will reign, and we'll walk with each other  
as sisters and brothers united in love!  
We are called to act with justice,  
we are called to love tenderly, 
we are called to serve one another,  
to walk humbly with God! 
Words: David Haas (Micah 6:8) 
© 1988 GIA Publications, Inc. 
All Rights Reserved. Reprinted by Permission. OneLicense.net A-723218 
 

 
 
 
 

Blessing  

And now we share in a common practice of blessing one another. We will repeat it twice. 
We may fail; God does not. We may end; God does not. Bless and be blessed. Amen. 

Postlude Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah  P. Manz 
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We will continue to offer live-streamed services on Facebook, YouTube, 

and our church website at 9:30 am 
and will continue to offer a phone-in option 

on Sundays at 11:00 am. 
 

 
You may mail your offerings and contributions to our postal address below. 

To set up online giving directly from your bank to the church’s account, please call the office for details.  
 

We have resumed ONLINE ONLY WORSHIP SERVICES 
until further notice. 


