
Hillsdale First United Methodist Church | Baptism of the Lord, January 10, 2021 

• Livestream at 9:30 am on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC  
    and on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRIHbHBJ74jhHeLkO4gAs6A? 

   and on our church website  http://hillsdalefirstumc.com/  
• Available for phone-in recording at 11:00 am @ 1-312-626-6799, provide meeting #394 134 739 

 

Gathering 

Greeting   

Prelude Baptized in Water D. Wood 

Call to Worship    
Listen! God is about to do a new thing; 
 God is already at work here in this place. 
Listen! God is calling us to a new vision; 
 God is already calling us into the world. 
Listen! God is showing us a new way; 
 God had shown us the Way through Christ our Lord. 
Come! Let us worship and follow Christ together! 
 Let us be renewed in this journey of faith.

Song Your Name Christmas Version  

1. Humbly to the earth you came, 
born into this world to say, 
“God with us – Emmanuel.” 
Now we adore your Name. 
 

Your Name is a strong and mighty tower; 
Your Name is a shelter like no other; 
Your Name – let the nations sing it louder, 
for nothing has the power to save 
but your Name. 
 

2. Jesus, in your name we pray, 
come and fill our hearts today. 
Lord, give us strength to live for you 
and glorify your name. 
 

Your Name is a strong and mighty tower; 
your Name is a shelter like no other; 
your Name – let the nations sing it louder, 
for nothing has the power to save 
but your Name. 
 

Wonderful Counselor, Prince of Peace! 

Your Name is a strong and mighty tower; 
Your Name is a shelter like no other; 
Your Name – let the nations sing it louder, 
for nothing has the power to save –  
 

Your Name is a strong and mighty tower; 
your Name is a shelter like no other; 
your Name – let the nations sing it louder, 
for nothing has the power to save 
but your Name. 
 

God with us, Emmanuel; 
God with us, Emmanuel; 
God with us, Emmanuel, 
now we adore your Name. 
CCLI Song # 7005511. Glenn Packiam | Paul Baloche 
© 2006 Integrity Worship Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity Music, David C 
Cook)) Integrity's Hosanna! Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity Music, David C 
Cook)) All rights reserved. Used under CCLI License # 3134300 
 

Psalm 29  Sung refrain: 
With joy the Lord of Hosts proclaim; extol the great almighty name. 

You, divine beings! Give to the Lord— 
    give to the Lord glory and power! 
Give to the Lord the glory due his name! 
    Bow down to the Lord in holy splendor! Refrain 
 

The Lord’s voice is over the waters; 
    the glorious God thunders; 
        the Lord is over the mighty waters. 
The Lord’s voice is strong; 
    the Lord’s voice is majestic. 
The Lord’s voice breaks cedar trees— 
    yes, the Lord shatters the cedars of Lebanon. 
 

 

He makes Lebanon jump around like a young bull, 
    makes Sirion jump around like a young wild ox. 
The Lord’s voice unleashes fiery flames; 
    the Lord’s voice shakes the wilderness— 
        yes, the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 
The Lord’s voice convulses the oaks, 
    strips the forests bare, 
        but in his temple everyone shouts, “Glory!” 
The Lord sits enthroned over the floodwaters; 
    the Lord sits enthroned—king forever! Refrain 

Let the Lord give strength to his people! 
    Let the Lord bless his people with peace! Refrain 
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Prayers of the People 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

Proclamation 

Prayer for Illumination 

Lord, open the windows of heaven and pour out your Spirit upon us. Let it fall like rain on a hot summer’s day. 
Let every drip and drop be as a refreshing breeze. Let it penetrate our hearts, our minds, and our spirits. Lord, we 
are your vessels. Let your Holy Spirit wash over us and fill us, so that we may walk as you have called us to walk 
and talk as you have called us to talk. Let us now have the power to carry your gospel to our neighbors far and 
wide. It is in your wonderful son, Jesus’ name, we pray, Amen. 

Scripture Reading – Mark 1:4-11 

Hymn When Jesus Came to Jordan 252

1. When Jesus came to Jordan  
to be baptized by John,  
he did not come for pardon  
but as the sinless one.  
He came to share repentance  
with all who mourn their sins,  
to speak the vital sentence  
with which good news begins. 
 

2. He came to share temptation,  
our utmost woe and loss,  
for us and our salvation  
to die upon the cross.  
 
 

So when the dove descended  
on him, the Son of Man,  
the hidden years had ended,  
the age of grace began. 
 

3. Come, Holy Spirit, aid us  
to keep the vows we make;  
this very day invade us,  
and every bondage break.  
Come, give our lives direction,  
the gift we covet most:  
to share the resurrection  
that leads to Pentecost. 
Words: Fred Pratt Green, 1973, © 1980 Hope Publishing Company.  
Music: Attr. to William Walker, 1835;  harm. by Carlton Young, 1988 harm. © 1989  
The United Methodist Publishing House.  All rights reserved. CCLI License # 3134300 

Message Where Does Your Water Come From 

Response 

Prayer of Response 

God, we ask that you remind us that you are the source of all that gives us life: water, earth, warmth, wind. We 
take these next moments to be still and breathe in your spirit. As you quiet your heart, notice the depth and length 
of your breath. Inhale and exhale. As you inhale concentrate on the notion of breathing in grace the way we 
breathe in oxygen. As you exhale imagine that you can let go of the one thing that you wish to give to God. Set the 
pace of your breath and set an intention that you can start to offer yourself, your life, to God a little at a time, with 
every exhale. (Keep a time of stillness.) Amen. 

Hymn Praise and Thanksgiving Be to God 604, v 1-3

1. Praise and thanksgiving be to God our maker,  
source of all blessing, prodigal creator.  
Baptized and made your own,  
now we come before you, while we adore you. 
 

2. Not our own holiness nor that we have striven  
brings us the peace which you, O Christ, have given.  
Baptized and set apart,  
strengthen us, O Savior, with grace and favor. 
 

3. Come, Holy Spirit, come in visitation;  
you are the truth, our hope, and our salvation.  
Baptize with joy and power,  
give, O Dove descending, life never ending. 
Words: H. Francis Yardley © 1982. Used by permission given by family in 2017. 
Music: Paris Antiphoner, 1681, harm. by permission Oxford University Press 
All Rights Reserved. Used under One License #A-723218 
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Passing the Peace 

As we prepare to remember through the symbol of water that we are God’s children.  
 Let us extend signs of repentance and forgiveness to those around us.  
 Look to those around you or imagine those who are part of your life as we say these words: 
 

For what I have done that has harmed you, I am truly sorry. 
 For what I have done that has harmed you, I am truly sorry. 
 

In Jesus Christ you are forgiven. 
 In Jesus Christ you are forgiven. 
 

May the peace of Christ be with you. 
 May the peace of Christ be with you. 

Invitation to Offering  

Moment of Meditation  Spirit Falling Like a Dove J. Horman   

Doxology  Praise and Thanksgiving Be to God 604, v 4 

Praise to the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; 
one Lord, one faith, one source of every merit. 

Here now renew your church 
through this water given; 
grant peace from heaven. 

Words: H. Francis Yardley © 1982. Used by permission given by family in 2017.  
Music: Paris Antiphoner, 1681, harm. by permission Oxford University Press. All Rights Reserved. One License 

Prayer over the Waters 

God of the waters. Water of birth, 
moving us from safety into the world. 
 
God of the waters. Water of connection, 
engaging the playful Spirit, 
the passionate Christ, 
the challenging God. 
 
God of the waters. Water of life, 
sustaining, 
quenching, 
cleansing. 

 
God of the waters. Water of trouble, 
journeying us from here to there, 
from the known to the unknown. 
 
God of the waters. 
Birth us. 
Connect us. 
Live in us. 
Trouble us. 

 

 

Sending 

Song Water, River, Spirit, Grace 2253

Water, River, Spirit, Grace, 
sweep over me, sweep over me! 

Recarve the depths your fingers traced  
in sculpting me, in sculpting me. 

Words: Thomas Troeger © 1987, 1991 Oxford University Press, Inc. 
Music: O. I. Cricket Harrison © 1995 Chalice Press 

All Rights Reserved. Used under One License #A-723218 
 

Act of Remembrance 

My friends, remember your baptism,  
 and find life in God the Creator. Amen. 
My friends, remember your baptism,  
 and find life in Jesus the Living Water. Amen. 
My friends, remember your baptism,  
 and find life in the Holy Spirit who dwells within you. Amen. 
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Hillsdale First United Methodist Church 
45 N. Manning St., Hillsdale, MI 49242  |  517-437-3681 

www.hillsdalefirstumc.com  |  facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC 
 

Rev. Rob McPherson, Pastor | John Ourensma, Director of Music | Reneeˊ Nestorak, Associate Dir of Music | 
Pam Laurell, Church Administrator | Tana Trombly, Children’s Ministries Dir | Jeff Kornak, Facility Supervisor 

Hymn Wash, O God, Your Sons and Daughters  

1. Wash, O God, your sons and daughters, where your cleansing waters flow. 
Number us among your people; bless as Christ blessed long ago. 
Weave us garments bright and sparkling; compass us with love and light. 
Fill, anoint us; send your Spirit, holy dove and heart's delight. 
 
2. We who gather long for nurture; by your milk may we be fed. 
Let us join your feast, partaking cup of blessing, living bread. 
God, renew us, guide our footsteps, free from sin and all its snares, 
one in Christ in living, dying, by your Spirit, children, heirs. 
 
3. Oh, how deep your holy wisdom! Unimagined, all your ways! 
To your name be glory, honor! With our lives we worship, praise! 
We your people stand before you, water-washed and Spirit-born. 
By your grace, our lives we offer. Recreate us: God, transform! 
Words: Ruth Duck (b. 1947) © The United Methodist Publishing House, admin. The Copyright Company. 
All rights reserved. Reprinted under CCLI #3134330 

Blessing   

Postlude Wash, O God, Your Sons and Daughters  W. Held 

 
 

Call to Worship. Liturgy created/adapted by Rev. Mindi Welton-Mitchell, rev-o-lution.org / Prayers of the People.  Terri C. Pilarski, ©2012 revgalblogpals.org. / Prayer for 
Illumination.  Curry F. Butler, Jr.  United Methodist Board of Discipleship. / Prayer 0f Response. Seasons of the Spirit™ SeasonsFusion Advent • Christmas • Epiphany 2020–2021 
Copyright © Wood Lake Publishing Inc. 2020 / Passing the Peace, Invitation to Offering, Prayer over the Waters, Act of Remembrance. Scott A. Ressman in Immerse Yourself: 
Elements for a Liturgy on Baptism of Christ Sunday. Posted on the United Church of Christ website.

 
 
 

 
We will continue to offer live-streamed services on Facebook, YouTube, 

and our church website at 9:30 am 
and will continue to offer a phone-in option 

on Sundays at 11:00 am. 
 

 
You may mail your offerings and contributions to our postal address below. 

To set up online giving directly from your bank to the church’s account, please call the office for details.  
 

We have resumed ONLINE ONLY WORSHIP SERVICES 
until further notice. 


