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It’s Not Lent Yet
Despite the Paczkis at the grocery store and the fish sandwiches now at Arby’s and Wendy’s,
it’s not Lent yet and won’t be until Ash Wednesday on March 1. This time I don’t think it as
much pushing the season (like Christmas displays in October) as not really knowing, or
caring, about how Paczkis relate to Ash Wednesday and fish to Lent. Both have to do with
fasting.
What has evolved into “giving up something
for Lent” has its origins in the traditions
associated with Lent. From the church’s
earliest days, Lent has been a time for
growing closer to the ways of Christ through
repentance, prayer, and fasting. Fasting in
some cultures evolved into limiting the diet …
perhaps by making meals more austere or by
restraining choices. Limiting the diet often
meant removing the fat from it, so Shrove
Tuesday, the day before Ash Wednesday,
became a day to remove fats from the pantry
by using them in pastries and pancakes. The
tradition of Paczkis and pancakes on Shrove
Tuesday continues today … but as evidenced
by Paczkis being in the grocery stores already,
we are not sure why.
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Another way to fast is to limit the diet to particular foods. When I was young, faithful Roman
Catholics would not eat meat at all during Lent. Today, Roman Catholics still abstain from
meat … but only on Fridays. So, while Wendy’s and Arby’s might have fish sandwiches yeararound, those sandwiches are publicized more at this time of year.
Lent is a good time every year to grow closer to the ways of Christ through fasting, prayer,
and repentance: fasting to put away distractions, prayer to listen for God, repentance for the
sin we find in ourselves.
It’s not Lent yet. It’s still Epiphany, the season of light. A time to look for Christ in places
you’ve never before thought to look. Celebrate the sightings! Share them with friends and
fellow travelers on the way. Give glory to God and sing alleluia!
It’s not Lent yet. | Pastor Pat

Serving the Lord
Whatever your task, put yourselves into it, as done for the Lord and not for men,
since you know that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your
reward; you serve the Lord Christ. Colossians 3:23-24
It’s a new year and that brings change for
some of us. I’m a person who tries to
welcome change, and who tries to encourage
change in myself and others. But I realize that
not everyone shares in that the same way I
do – not everyone embraces change, and I
understand that too. Even with my view
about changes, I still often find myself having
difficulty following the instruction found in
this verse from Colossians 3: “Whatever your
task, put yourselves into it, as done for the
Lord and not for men… you serve the Lord.”
One of the changes that I want to make this
year is to be intentional about my actions and
the way that I live when it comes to my daily
routines and tasks. In all things, I want to
serve the Lord and encourage others to serve
the Lord too, even in daily routine tasks.
When we’re shoveling snow, for instance –
even though we haven’t had much to shovel
yet this winter – isn’t that something we
could try to do as if we are serving the Lord?

When we’re dodging mud puddles – maybe a
better example with this wet winter we’re
having– let’s do it with the happiness and joy
and thankfulness to the Lord. And even
when we are working or running errands, we
can serve the Lord through our actions of
love and kindness to others. Let the joy of
serving God be shared with co-workers and
others we come in contact with.
In our
everyday tasks, by sharing the love of God in
all we do and serving the Lord in all we do,
we can change our relationship with God and
just might strengthen someone else’s
relationship with God.
We can bring the love of serving God to his
kingdom here on earth through our actions,
our words, our prayers, our worship, and our
being a faithful servant to the Lord Christ, so
that everyone can learn of his love and build
a relationship with him. We are called to
serve the Lord Christ in this way. “Whatever
your task … serve the Lord.” | Melodie

Usher Meeting | On Sunday March 12 at 4:00 pm in the Lounge there will be a meeting of all
current ushers, those who have ushered in the past, and anyone wishing to join the ushering
crew in the important ministry of welcoming God's people to worship each week.
This gathering will be hosted by the Worship Team, our church committee which, together
with Pastor Pat, is charged with overseeing all matters pertaining to our worship services. The
team hopes the meeting will be an open time of sharing your thoughts and ideas about the
important role of ushers on a Sunday morning.
Ushers are frontline ministers of welcome and serve as hosts for worship. Their role is
critically important to set the tone of welcome and hospitality for the congregation.
Please consider the possibility of serving as an usher and plan to attend the meeting on
Sunday, March 12 at 4:00 pm.
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From the Director of Music
I have just returned from the 2017 Calvin Symposium on Worship, held annually the last
weekend in January at Calvin College in Grand Rapids. It's an outstanding conference that I’ve
attended many times during my years in church positions in Toledo, Battle Creek, and
Hillsdale. The three-day conference is sponsored by the Calvin Institute of Christian Worship
and the Center for Excellence in Preaching. The audience includes artists, musicians, pastors,
scholars, students, worship leaders and planners, and other interested worshipers who come
from around the world for a time of fellowship, worship, and learning together. The
conference website describes the experience as people “seeking to develop their gifts,
encourage each other, and renew their commitment to the full ministry of the church.”
More specifically, the conference consists of seminars on diverse topics on worship, music,
and preaching, but the highlight for me is the morning and evening worship service offered
each day. As someone who is involved in the details of our weekly services here at church, the
rare opportunity to engage in worship without having to be concerned about having to play or
lead anything myself is truly a blessing. While the seminars give me some new ideas, it's the
worship services that really help refuel me for the work I'm called to here in Hillsdale. For me
it's particularly helpful that the conference comes at the beginning of the year – a time when
much thought is dedicated to plans for the new year.
I hope you will plan to mark your calendars for
our next Community Concert to be held
Sunday, March 19 at 4:00 pm. The Alma College
Concert Choir under the direction of Dr. Will
Nichols will perform, sharing music with the
seasonal themes of Lent and Easter. The group
has a long-standing reputation for excellence
and tradition, and its ambitious performing,
touring, and recording schedule attract
talented students for whom choral singing is a
passion. Dr. Nichols has been directing the
Alma College choral program since 1983 and is
active as a professional singer and composer.
Finally, we hope and pray that the songs and hymns we sing together each week, as well as
the choral anthems, the piano and organ instrumentals for preludes, offertories, and
postludes connect for you with the theme of the day. All music is chosen to support the
scriptures and the message, which might become more obvious by looking back over the
bulletin at the end of the service to see how elements connect. Admittedly there are times
when something may seem out of place or confusing, but we can assure you that the music is
planned in such a way that it does all flow in a logical direction. As in all things, we pray God
will use our humble efforts for God's glory! SDG | JO
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Missions and Ministries
February Mission: Blankets+ | Thank you for supporting our December and January mission
focus on racial and ethnic churches. Our chosen church, Washington Heights UMC, is very
grateful. For February we will be donating to the annual Blankets + campaign. The Church
World Service organization has worked in partnership with local communities for over 60
years, identifying needs to help people have viable futures. Resources include blankets, tents,
food and other emergency supplies in the wake of disaster. Please consider lending your
prayers and support this month to our Blankets + ministry.
From Our Quilters | It has become a tradition at our church to
display the handiwork of the Methodist Quilters during the month of
February when the mission focus is CWS Blankets+. Clair Booth, a
long-time quilter, explains that “quilts are the all-American blanket
that our pioneers made for the practical purpose of keeping warm
using only materials they had available to them.” She says that
though quilts are now made mainly for decoration, our group is still
producing small quilts to go to C. S. Mott Children’s Hospital in Ann Arbor to cheer and uplift
patients and families. Some even go to the Mott gift shop where they can be purchased to
benefit the hospital. Our quilters plan to continue their craft as long as possible, praising God
for always providing helping hands whenever they are in need. The quilters currently meet
every Wednesday afternoon at 1:30 pm in the Youth Room.
Calling All Cooks | This year marks the church’s 175th anniversary in ministry as a
congregation, and the ONE Team (Outreach, Nurture, and Education) has various plans
underway to acknowledge the church’s ministries, new and old. One of the church’s
most enduring outreach ministries is the kitchen ministry, still alive today with our
community dinners and breakfasts while rooted in the church’s history with offerings
such as smelt dinners, county fair barbecues, potlucks, and Lenten soup suppers.
The ONE Team will be compiling a cookbook that will include some of the recipes used
in our various kitchen ministries, along with stories associated with those meals and
those who prepared them. We would be grateful for any recipes, past or present, that
you would be willing to share. The cookbook will be divided into sections, so if you have
several recipes from different events, we would be happy to include them all.
You may give your recipes to either Pam Laurell or Jan Tesch by April 15. We can make
copies of your original recipes in the office to eliminate the need for you to rewrite
them. Please be sure to include your name and any stories or other memories you
associate with the wonderful dishes or meals you have prepared in ministry for the
church over the years.
If you have any questions or suggestions, please feel free to contact either Pam or Jan.
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Education News and Notes
Back to the Basics: Love your neighbor |
We are continually challenged by Jesus to
love God with our hearts, souls, and minds,
AND to love our neighbors as ourselves. That
commandment is also in our church mission
statement: “We are growing in love of God
and neighbor, making disciples of Jesus
Christ, and serving others.”
How are you growing in love of God?
Worship? Prayer? Bible study?
Just being still?
How are you growing in love of
your neighbors?
Prayer? Talking? Making connections?
We can begin to love our neighbors by
praying for them, hoping the best for them,
and sharing with them. While we can share
“things” like knowledge, money, and talents,
the best way to love our neighbors is to
share ourselves. Remember that we are all
called to love, and we are called to love all,
because all are created by God and in God’s
image.
Children’s Church | In Children’s Church we
are working through the scriptures for the
season of Epiphany. Often our lesson is from
the Gospel of Matthew this year, but
sometimes we discuss lessons from one of
the other readings for the week.
Just recently we talked about connections
and relationships, and we listed things that
either build those connections or get in the
way of them. It was interesting that several
things, like cell phones and social media,
were on both of the lists. We decided that
communication depends upon how we use
the different resources that we have. How
are you using your communication devices

and resources? Just a reminder that children
and teens are not the only people who
occasionally need to put down their phones
and be present…
Breakfast Sunday Children’s Church | Our
Breakfast Sunday Children’s Church often
gathers up to eight children, so there are
always many opportunities to help during
this time. We meet in the preschool room
downstairs for this monthly Children’s
Church after the breakfast. Please consider
helping and sharing your love with these
children of God.
Kids’ Fest | The annual Kids’ Fest will be
held on Wednesday, June 21 at the
Fairgrounds from 10:00 am - 3:00 pm. We
shared the love of Jesus with more than 600
children and adults last year, and several
people signed up for Vacation Bible School
and Music Camp during that time. Please
share any ideas you have for making our
Kids’ Fest booth more loving or an even
better outreach experience.
Vacation Bible School | We’re excited about
our VBS theme Maker Fun Factory: Created
by God, Built for a Purpose. We’ll have
many opportunities to reach out to our
community and welcome children to learn
about the wonderful purpose for which God
created us. No VBS date has been chosen yet,
but please keep this opportunity in mind and
make plans to join us for a fun week of
loving and learning.
Please contact me with children’s ministry
ideas and suggestions either at church on
Sunday or Tuesday mornings, or anytime by
email: bowen.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com.
In God’s love | Marla
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FEBRUARY 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

10

11

12 9:30a Worship 13
14
15
16
17
(Sanctuary)
5:30p Trustees
12p Kiwanis
9:30a First Light
6:30p Choir
11a Worship
5:15p Handbells
1:30p Quilters
8p Praise Band
(Fellowship Hall)
7p Finance
6p First Light
1p Boy Scouts
6p Men’s Bible
Study
7p AYSO Board
Meeting
7:15p MJT Circle

18

19 9:30a Worship 20
21
22
23
24
(Sanctuary)
12p Kiwanis
9:30a First Light
6:30p Choir
11a Worship with
6:30p Worship
5:15p Handbells
1:30p Quilters
8p Praise Band
breakfast
Team 6:30p Habitat for
6p First Light
(Fellowship Hall)
Humanity
6p Men’s Bible
1p Boy Scouts
Study

25

9:30a First Light
1:30p Quiilters
6p First Light
6p Men’s Bible
Study

5

9:30a Worship 6
(Sanctuary)
11a Worship
(Fellowship Hall)
12:30p Building
Committee
1p Boy Scouts

7

8
12p Kiwanis
1p Garden Club
4p Building
Committee
5:15p Handbells
6p Lions’ Club

6:30p Choir
8p Praise Band

9
9:30a First Light
1:30p Quilters
6p First Light
6p Men’s Bible
Study
7:15p ONE Team

11a Blood Drive
1p Love, INC
5:30p KJP Board
6:30p Choir
8p Praise Band

NEWSLETTER
Deadline
26
9:30a Worship
(Sanctuary)
11a Worship
(Fellowship Hall)
1p Boy Scouts
7p Singspiration @
Hillsdale First UMC

27
28
1:30P ArtWorks
12p Kiwanis
Board
5:15p Handbells
7p Ad Board
7p Kiwanis Board

March 1
Ash Wednesday
Worship service
7:00 pm

Bulletin Board Headlines
Prayer Requests | Prayers for anyone who
is in need of God’s comfort and peace.
Current: Jack Bowditch, Beckie Miller
Continuing: Betsy Baker, Debbie Bigelow,
Tom Bildner, Jack Bowditch, Jack Bowles,
Lorna Busch, B. J. Clark and family, Chrissy
Coles, Shirley Connolly, Dick Emery, Ethel
Ferguson, Lynn George, Crystal Gimenez,
Kristine Hasty, the family of Scott McKenzie,
Carolyn Parker, Gene Parker, Nancy Payne,
Bonnie Reamer, Betty Scheibner, Maggie
Swan, Daryl Sweet, Larry Sydor, Jim Tesch,
Carol Tindall, Rev. Tamara Williams (Albion
District Superintendent)
In Nursing Care or at Home: Dorothy
Aspinall (in Illinois), Sammy Brink, B.J. Clark,
Shirley Connolly, Jean Dieterle, Susie Eichler,
Lois Fosbender, Bev Hart, Bert Hill, Ruth
Huston, Jackie Mitchell, Bettie Monroe,
Colleen Ridenour, Bob Scholl, Mary
Sodergren, Carol Tindall
Serving in the Military: Ricardo Arellano,
Emily Mitchell

Anniversaries
February
2
February
9
February
17
February
21

Jack and Pat Bowditch
Jamie and Pat Vreeland
Dick and Carol Emery
Steve and Jill Monroe

March
March
March

17
30
30

Dennis and Colleen Fadden
Dave and Judy Burgee
Steve and Janice Simons

Birthdays
February
February
February
February
February

3
4
12
21
24

Carol Stanley
David Knowles
Corbett Amburgey
Roger Brook
Ginny Delauter

March
March
March
March
March
March
March
March
March
March

2
9
17
18
19
20
23
28
30
31

Penny Swan
Joan VanArsdalen
Colleen Fadden
Martha Hart
Charlene Moore
Bob Sawyer
Lori Caldwell
Bert Hill
Susie Eichler
Jaidyn Lee

Notes of Thanks | Our mom loved her church, church family, and friends. Thank you so
much for the amazing luncheon that was prepared for our family and friends. The family of
Donna Wellein
Thank you for the wonderful lunch that you provided for our family and friends. The family
of Mary Curry
Dear (Quilters) My sister and I would like to thank for the beautiful quilt our mom spent
underneath during her last few days. It is a gorgeous yellow with purple pansies, and it
brought her such comfort and warmth. You ladies do beautiful work. Jan and Judy Wright
Mary Jean Tennant Circle | The MJT Circle enjoyed a wonderful dinner at the home of
Robin Curtis in January. The members read The Note, a “Women of Faith” book by Angela
Hunt and had a good discussion about the book.
The next meeting is on Wednesday, February 1 at 7:00 pm at the home of Judy Burgee. The
program will be Hillsdale’s Little Italy presented by John Savarino.

Sharing the Gift of Music in the Name of Christ
Alma College Concert Choir
Sunday, March 19, 4:00 pm

Hillsdale First United Methodist Church
45 N. Manning St , Hillsdale, MI 49242
517.437.3681 | office.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com
www.hillsdalefirstumc.com
facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC
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Pastor: Rev. Pat Brook
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Director of Music: John Ourensma
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Associate Director of Music: Renee Nestorak
nestorak.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com
Director of Educational Ministries: Marla Bowen
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Director of Youth Ministries/Church Administrator:
Pam Laurell, laurell.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com
Facilities Supervisor: Jeff Kornak
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