
Hillsdale First United Methodist Church | First Sunday in Lent, February 21, 2021 

• Livestream at 9:30 am on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC  
• on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRIHbHBJ74jhHeLkO4gAs6A? 
• on our church website  http://hillsdalefirstumc.com/  
• and by phone 517-247-2477 

 

Gathering 

Prelude How Lovely, Lord, How Lovely Is Your Abiding Place M. Burkhardt 

Greeting and Announcements   

Call to Worship      

Through healing waters, 
through troubled waters,  
through still waters,  
through dangerous waters,  
through welcoming waters, 

God is with us. Come, let us worship. 
 

Song  Better Is One Day  

How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord Almighty, 
for my soul longs and even faints for you. 
For here my heart is satisfied within your presence. 
I sing beneath the shadow of your wings. 
 

Better is one day in your courts, 
better is one day in your house, 
better is one day in your courts 
than thousands elsewhere. 
Better is one day in your courts, 
better is one day in your house, 
better is one day in your courts 
than thousands elsewhere, 
than thousands elsewhere. 
 

One thing I ask and I would seek: to see your beauty, 
to find you in the place your glory dwells. 
One thing I ask and I would seek: to see your beauty, 
to find you in the place your glory dwells. 
 

Better is one day in your courts, 
better is one day in your house, 
better is one day in your courts 
than thousands elsewhere. 

 

Better is one day in your courts, 
better is one day in your house, 
better is one day in your courts 
than thousands elsewhere. 
 

My heart and flesh cry out for you, the living God. 
Your Spirit's water to my soul. 
I've tasted and I've seen. Come once again to me. 
I will draw near to you, I will draw near to you. 
 

Better is one day, better is one day, 
better is one day than thousands elsewhere. 
Better is one day, better is one day, 
better is one day than thousands elsewhere. 
 

Better is one day in your courts, 
better is one day in your house, 
better is one day in your courts 
than thousands elsewhere. 
Better is one day in your courts, 
better is one day in your house, 
better is one day in your courts 
than thousands elsewhere, than thousands elsewhere. 
Matt Redman © 1995 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
All rights reserved. Used under CCLI License # 3134300 
 
 

Proclamation 
Prayer for Illumination 

Scripture Reading – Genesis 9:8-17 

Response to the Scripture 

A rainbow reminds us and God of God’s promise. God loves all creation with a love that is steadfast and true. 
God forgives us and sets us free to live. Thanks be to God. Amen. 
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Passing the Peace     

Let us extend this forgiveness, this promise and this love to one another as we say to each other: 
The peace of Christ be with you. 

Hymn Hymn of Promise 707 

1. In the bulb there is a flower;  
in the seed, an apple tree;  
in cocoons, a hidden promise:  
butterflies will soon be free!  
In the cold and snow of winter  
there's a spring that waits to be,  
unrevealed until its season,  
something God alone can see. 
 

2. There's a song in every silence,  
seeking word and melody;  
there’s a dawn in every darkness,  
bringing hope to you and me.  
From the past will come the future;  
what it holds, a mystery,  
unrevealed until its season,  
something God alone can see. 

3. In our end is our beginning;  
in our time, infinity;  
in our doubt there is believing;  
in our life, eternity.  
In our death, a resurrection;  
at the last, a victory,  
unrevealed until its season,  
something God alone can see. 
Words and Music by Natalie Sleeth © 1986 Hope Publishing Company 
All rights reserved. Reprinted under One License A-7233218 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Prayers of the People 

To you, O God, we pray. 
In you, O God, we trust. 
For you, O God, we wait. 

Lead us, so that we may always follow in your way. 
Teach us so that we may remain steadfast and faithful. 
Remind us of our covenant, 
 so that we may be a covenantal people, 
 striving to care for all of creation as you care for us. 

Where there is brokenness and discord in your creation... 
 Where there is death and dying... 
 Where there is isolation, exile, and forced migration... 
Please send reminders of your love  
 and, where possible, help us to be your messengers. Amen. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name.   
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done  
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,   
  and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom,   
 and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 
 

Anthem Amazing Grace/My Chains Are Gone C. Tomlin, L. Giglio 
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Scripture Reading – 1 Peter 3:18-22 

Message The Bow in the Clouds 

 
Response 

Hymn Standing on the Promises 374 

1. Standing on the promises of Christ my King,  
through eternal ages let his praises ring;  
glory in the highest, I will shout and sing,  
standing on the promises of God.  
Standing, standing,  
standing on the promises of God my Savior;  
standing, standing,  
I'm standing on the promises of God. 
 

2. Standing on the promises that cannot fail,  
when the howling storms of doubt and fear assail,  
by the living Word of God I shall prevail,  
standing on the promises of God.  
Standing, standing,  
standing on the promises of God my Savior;  
standing, standing,  
I'm standing on the promises of God. 
 

 
 

3. Standing on the promises of Christ the Lord,  
bound to him eternally by love's strong cord,  
overcoming daily with the Spirit's sword,  
standing on the promises of God.  
Standing, standing,  
standing on the promises of God my Savior;  
standing, standing,  
I'm standing on the promises of God. 
 

4. Standing on the promises I cannot fall,  
listening every moment to the Spirit's call,  
resting in my Savior as my all in all,  
standing on the promises of God.  
Standing, standing,  
standing on the promises of God my Savior;  
standing, standing,  
I'm standing on the promises of God. 
Words and Music R. Kelso Carter, 1886 (Eph. 6:14-17). Public Domain 

Invitation to Offering  

In our baptismal vows, when we first took them, and in every time we renew them with others in the church, we 
promise to be nurtured in the faith and to nurture others in the faith. When we accept these vows for ourselves, we 
promise to support the congregation of the church with our prayers, presence, gifts, service and witness. We come 
now to a time when we remember these commitments and strive to keep them. Let us bring ourselves to God. 

Moment of Meditation        

Doxology  Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow 95 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayer   
God of our salvation, 
 your bow in the clouds 
 proclaims your covenant with every living creature. 
Teach us your paths and lead us in your truth, 
 that by your Holy Spirit, 
 we may remember our baptismal vows 
 and be keepers of your trust with earth and its inhabitants. Amen. 
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Sending 

Song Beauty for Ashes 

1. God of the new beginnings, 
God of the second chance; 
your grace an endless river, 
your love an avalanche. 
There in my darkest moment, 
all hope burnt to the ground: 
that's where your mercy found me. 
That's when your love came down. 

You turned my mourning into dancing. 
You turned my sorrow into praise. 
Yeah, you give me beauty for ashes, beauty for ashes. 
You give me beauty for ashes, beauty for ashes. 
 

2. Love met me in the ruins 
of all my past mistakes. 
Love walked me to the river. 
Love broke apart these chains. 
Love spoke a new tomorrow, 
opened my eyes to see. 
Love washed away this sadness. 
Love came and rescued me. 

You turned my mourning into dancing. 
You turned my sorrow into praise. 
Oh, you give me beauty for ashes, beauty for ashes. 
You give me beauty for ashes, beauty for ashes. 
You give me beauty for ashes, beauty for ashes. 
You give me beauty for ashes, beauty for ashes. 

 

 

 

Oh, I thank you God.  
I'm overwhelmed by your incredible love; 
you make ev'rything new. 
Oh, thank you God, 
for all you've done and yet to do. 
Oh, you make ev'rything new.   

Oh, thank you God. 
I'm overwhelmed by your incredible love; 
you make ev'rything new. 
Oh, I thank you God, 
for all you've done and yet to do. 
Oh, you make ev'rything new.   

Oh, you give me beauty for ashes, beauty for ashes. 
You give me beauty for ashes, beauty for ashes. 
You give me beauty for ashes, beauty for ashes. 
You give me beauty for ashes, beauty for ashes. 

Oh, you give me beauty for ashes, beauty for ashes. 
You give me beauty for ashes, beauty for ashes. 
You give me beauty for ashes, beauty for ashes. 
You give me beauty for ashes, beauty for ashes. 
Brenton Brown | Chris McClarney © Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 3134300 

 
 

Blessing  

Postlude Choral Song S. S. Wesley 

 

 Call to Worship, Prayer for Illumination, Response to Scripture, Prayers of the People. Seasons of the Spirit™ SeasonsFusion Lent • Easter 2021 Copyright © Wood Lake Publishing 
Inc. 2020. / Offertory Prayer. Revised Common Lectionary Prayers copyright © 2002 Consultation on Common Texts admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.   

We will continue to offer live-streamed services 
on Facebook, YouTube, our church website, and by phone 

on Sundays at 9:30 am,  
 
 

 

You may mail your offerings and contributions to our postal address below. 
To set up online giving directly from your bank to the church’s account, please call the office for details.  

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

We will resume IN-PERSON WORSHIP SERVICES 
 on Sunday, February 28 at 9:30 am. 


