
Hillsdale First United Methodist Church | Transfiguration Sunday, February 14, 2021 

• Livestream at 9:30 am on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC  
    and on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRIHbHBJ74jhHeLkO4gAs6A? 

   and on our church website  http://hillsdalefirstumc.com/  

• AND NOW A LIVE PHONE -IN OPTION ON SUNDAYS AT 9:30 AM VIA NEW # 517-247-2477 
 

Gathering 

Prelude Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence P. Manz 

Greeting …as Kathleen Norris says, 
“…sit down, take a deep breath and return to the silence and stillness at the heart of the world.  
Even the ordinary rhythm of day and night has something to say to us. It speaks in silence...” 

Call to Worship    (Several readings followed by silence after each, then the sung refrain when prompted) 

Psalm 46:10 says, “Be still and know that I am God.”     (Silence) 

    Be still and know that I am God.  
   Be still and know that I am God. 
   Be still and know that I am God. 

Peggy Sealfon says, “When you enter a place of stillness, you awaken the divinity within you.”    (Silence) 

Abraham Joshua Heschel says,” Our awareness of God is a syntax of the silence in which our souls mingle 
with the divine, in which the ineffable in us communes with the ineffable beyond us.  

It is the afterglow of years in which soul and sky are silent together, the outgrowth of certainty of the 
abundance, never-ebbing presence of the divine.”     (Silence) 

   Be still and know that I am God. 
   Be still and know that I am God. 
   Be still and know that I am God. 

Words for Reflection     

Laotzu says, “Be still. Stillness reveals the secrets of eternity.”    (Silence) 

Gunilla Norris says, “Within each of us there is a silence – a silence as vast as the universe. We are afraid 
of it…we long for it. When we experience that silence, we remember who we are: creatures of the stars, 

created from the birth of the galaxies, created from the cooling of this planet, created from dust and gas, 
created from the elements, created from time and space…created from silence.”      (Silence) 

Annie Dillard says, “Whenever there is stillness there is the still small voice, God's speaking from the 
whirlwind, nature's old song, and dance...”      (Silence) 

   Be still and know that I am God. 
   Be still and know that I am God. 
   Be still and know that I am God. 

Words: Psalm 46:10 Music: anonymouos; arr. by Norma de Waal Malefyt, 1992 © 1994 Faith Alive Christian Resources. All rights reserved. Reprinted under One License #A-723218 

Passing the Peace 

Imagine your friends and family, your church family, your neighbors, and pray now: 
May God’s stillness be with you and with me.   (Silence)   
 
Amen.    
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Hymn  Be Still, for the Presence of the Lord  

1. Be still, for the presence of the Lord, 
the Holy One, is here. 
Come, bow before him now, 
with reverence and fear. 
In him no sin is found; 
we stand on holy ground. 
Be still, for the presence of the Lord, 
the Holy One, is here. 
 

2. Be still, for the glory of the Lord 
is shining all around. 
He burns with holy fire; 
with splendor he is crowned. 
How awesome is the sight, 
our radiant King of light! 
Be still, for the glory of the Lord 
is shining all around. 

 

3. Be still, for the power of the Lord 
is moving in this place. 
He comes to cleanse and heal, 
to minister his grace. 
No work too hard for him; 
in faith receive from him. 
Be still, for the power of the Lord 
is moving in this place. 
Words and Music by David J. Evans 
© 1986 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
All rights reserved. Used under CCLI License # 3134300 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proclamation 

Prayer for Illumination 

Scripture Reading – Mark 9:2-9 

Anthem Go Up to the Mountain of God M. Helman 

Message Stillness 

Hymn You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd  

1. You, Lord, are both Lamb and Shepherd. 
You, Lord, are both prince and slave. 
You, peacemaker and sword-bringer 
of the way you took and gave. 
You the everlasting in - stant; 
You, whom we both scorn and crave. 
 

2. Clothed in light upon the mountain, 
stripped of might upon the cross, 
shining in eternal glory, 
beggar’d by a soldier’s toss, 
You, the everlasting in - stant; 
You, who are both gift and cost. 
 
 

3. You, who walk each day beside us, 
sit in power at God’s side. 
You, who preach a way that’s narrow, 
have a love that reaches wide. 
You, the everlasting in - stant; 
You, who are our pilgrim guide. 
 

4. Worthy is our earthly Jesus! 
Worthy is our cosmic Christ! 
Worthy your defeat and vict’ry. 
Worthy still your peace and strife. 
You, the everlasting in - stant; 
You, who are our death and life. 
Words: Sylvia Dunstan (1995-1993) © 1991 GIA Publications 
Music: French carol, Public Domain. 
All Rights Reserved. Words reprinted under One License #A-723218 
 

Response 
Prayers of the People 

This Wednesday begins Lent. A time in the church where we begin reflection on our lives and the life of Christ.  

We often do this in stillness and silence, remembering that we are dust, that we are mortal, and that we are 
imperfect. Yet God is immortal, perfect, and shows us through Jesus a desire to forgive.  

Because of the struggles of COVID, our Ash Wednesday service will have 4 parts. Part One begins now.  

Part Two will be recorded for you to listen to or watch on Wednesday morning or afternoon (Feb 17).  

Part Three will be from 5 - 6:00 pm Feb 17 in the parking lot where Pastor Rob will mark with Ashes 
those who drive up, and Part Four will be a time together online at 7:00 pm with a very brief closing worship. 
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For Part One, while we have made ourselves still before God, let us now pray: 
 
  (sung by all) 

Create in me a clean heart, O God,  
and renew a right spirit within me. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God,  
and renew a right spirit within me. 

 

Cast me not away from your presence, O Lord, 
and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of your salvation, 
and renew a right spirit within me. 

Words: Psalm 51:10, 11. Music: anonymous, arr. Sharon Bradimore  © 2001 Faith Alive Christian Resources. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-723218 
 
God, we are dirty and need more than bleach for cleansing. 

For you, Lord God, are able. Able to erase our wrongs. 
Scrub away our guilt. 
You are the only one able to wash us clean from our sins. 

God, you are merciful and compassionate. Your love is everlasting. 

We have done wrong—repeatedly—and we continue to violate the commands of your word. 

We pause now, Lord, to confess our sins to you. 
You are faithful to forgive.       (Silence) 
 
God, create in us clean hearts and renew your spirit within us. Please don't take your spirit away from us; restore 
unto us the joy of your salvation. Be willing, O God, to keep us in your tender care. Deliver us, Lord, and free us 
from ourselves – our flesh. Help us, Father, to use our lives as a testament to your transformational power. Allow 
your Holy Spirit to redirect us when we begin to wallow back to the former. We want to be used in your service. 

Here we are, Lord. We yield ourselves to you.   (Silence) 

God, you remind us in your word that when we are in Christ we are new creatures, and the old things pass away. 
This Ash Wednesday we take hold of your promise:  
Renew us, Lord: a new walk, a new talk, a new mind, a new heart, a new life. 

Thank you for the promise that we can truly be made new again. Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 
Invitation to Offering  

Moment of Meditation        

Doxology  Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow 95 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayer   
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Hillsdale First United Methodist Church 
45 N. Manning St., Hillsdale, MI 49242  |  517-437-3681 

www.hillsdalefirstumc.com  |  facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC 
 

Rev. Rob McPherson, Pastor | John Ourensma, Director of Music | Reneeˊ Nestorak, Associate Dir of Music | 
Pam Laurell, Church Administrator | Tana Trombly, Children’s Ministries Dir | Jeff Kornak, Facility Supervisor 

Sending 

Hymn We Are People on a Journey  

1. We are people on a journey, 
following where the Master walks. 
We are people on a journey  
in the shadow of the cross. 
What compels? The face of Jesus! 
Who protects? Our faithful guide: 
he who treads the road of service, 
Christ the Lord, the crucified. 
 

2. We are people on a journey, 
taking up the cross of Christ. 
We are people on a journey,  
moving on from death to life. 
We release the sin that tangles. 
We relinquish all acclaim. 
We receive the suffering Savior, 
he our glory, wealth, and fame.  
 
 
 

3. We are people on a journey 
to the table of the Lord. 
We are people on a journey,  
fed by water and the Word. 
We remember, we remember 
how you wash disciples feet; 
we remember on the last night 
gifts of wine and bread to eat.  
 

4. We are people on a journey, 
rising up in life reborn. 
We are people on a journey,  
speaking peace, accepting scorn. 
We are walking toward a homeland, 
to a mystery yet unknown; 
to a kingdom coming quickly, 
to the light of God’s own throne. 
CCLI Song # 5814602 
Andrew Donaldson | Barbara Carvill | Gerardo Oberman | Gregg DeMey 
© 2008, 2009 CRC Publications / Faith Alive Christian Resources (Admin. by Faith Alive Christian 
Resources) All rights reserved. Reprinted under CCLI License # 3134300 
 

Blessing  

And now we share in a common practice of blessing one another. We will say it twice. 
We may fail; God does not. We may end; God does not. Bless and be blessed. Amen. 

Postlude We Are People on a Journey  

 
 

Greeting. Kathleen Norris Introduction to Music of Silence / Call to Worship. Authors as noted in recited quotations. / Prayer for Illumination. Christine Jerrett, and posted on 
Christine Jerrett: Reflections on being the Church in God’s new creation. http://christinejerrett.wordpress.com/tag/prayer. / Prayers of the People. Kaleb A. Oates, Lenten Liturgical 
Resources from Africana Writers, edited by Safiya Fosua, 2020. /  Offertory Prayer ©2021 Discipleship Ministries, an agency of the United Methodist Church / Blessing. Seasons of 
the Spirit™ SeasonsFusion Advent • Christmas • Epiphany 2020–2021 Copyright © Wood Lake Publishing Inc. 2020    

 

We will continue to offer live-streamed services 
on Facebook, YouTube, and our church website on Sundays at 9:30 am,  

and we now offer a simultaneous live phone-in option  
on Sundays at 9:30 am using a new LOCAL number  517-247-2477 

 

 

You may mail your offerings and contributions to our postal address below. 
To set up online giving directly from your bank to the church’s account, please call the office for details.  

 

 

We will resume IN-PERSON WORSHIP SERVICES 
 on Sunday, February 28 at 9:30 am. 


